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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #32                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“RESURRECTION TRIUMPH” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:12-34) 

 
•  1 Corinthians 15 is without question one of the most important and crucial chapters in the entire Bible. 
 
•  Paul begins with these words ...“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel ...” 
  
•  He ends the chapter with these words ...“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.” 
 
•  How could the Corinthians have such courage, such strength and such hope? 
 -  Because of what Paul talks about in this chapter. 
 
•  The entire 15th Chapter deals with ONE SUBJECT:  THE RESURRECTION. 
 -  The Resurrection is the centerpiece of the gospel. 
 -  If there were no resurrection, then the preaching of the gospel would be wholly without merit. 
   
•  A dead Christ would mean a dead religion. 
 
•  The life-giving power of the gospel is utterly dependent upon the fact JESUS IS ALIVE! 
 -  The Gospel is GOOD NEWS because the angel confirmed, “He is not here, He is RISEN, just as 
 He said!” 
 
•  Without the resurrection salvation couldn’t be provided. 
 -  Without believing in the resurrection, salvation can’t be received. 
 
Romans 10:9, Paul said, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
•  Last week, we looked at the first eleven verses where Paul deals with the TRUTH of the 
RESURRECTION. 
We see it ... 
(1) PREACHED (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 
(2) PROVEN (1 Corinthians 15:5-7) 
(3) PERSONIFIED (1 Corinthians 15:8-11) 
  
•  The truth of the resurrection is not just important – it is “of first importance” (vs. 3).  
  
Now, in verses 12-34, Paul moves from the TRUTH of the RESURRECTION to the TRIUMPH 
of the RESURRECTION. 
 
First of all, we see RESURRECTION TRIUMPH ... 
(1) QUESTIONED (1 Corinthians 15:12-19) 
 -  Without the resurrection there would be no triumph or victory of any kind. 
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•  The resurrection is the KEY to everything – but most people have no clue about that. 
 -  Some of the Corinthians were questioning the subject of resurrection. 
  •  Not the resurrection of Jesus – but their own. 
 -  Paul says, “You can’t have one without the other.” 
 -  If Jesus rose from the dead, resurrection from the dead is obviously possible. 
 -  If resurrection from the dead isn’t possible, there’s no way Jesus could’ve risen from the dead. 
 
•  Paul’s telling them and us, “There are serious implications if you’re going to question the resurrection 
of the dead.” 
 -  He gives a series of “IFs” to show the personal implications we’d face IF THERE IS NO 
 RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 
 
There are at least 9 implications IF there is no resurrection of the dead ... 
(1) The resurrection story is a myth (vs. 13a) 
 -  If there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ can’t possibly have risen from the dead. 
(2) The resurrection Savior is a myth (vs. 13b) 
 -  If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, He’s no different than any other religious leader. 
(3)  Preaching on the resurrection is a waste of time and completely useless (vs. 14a) 
 -  Not only were those messengers mistaken, they were liars. 
(4) Your faith, which is based on the resurrection, is useless (vs. 14b) 
 -  Your faith is worthless.  Like trying to pay for your groceries with Monopoly money. 
(5) The Apostles were false witnesses (vs. 15) 
 -  If they’re wrong about the resurrection how could we believe anything else they have to say? 
(6) Jesus is dead (vs. 16) 
 -  A dead Jesus means a dead religion. 
(7) You are as good as dead and still in your sins (vs. 17) 
 -  Every sin you’ve ever committed still hangs over your head.  You’re still guilty. 
(8) Those who already died have perished in their sins (vs. 18) 
 -  Your friends and loved ones who died would’ve died lost and without hope. 
(9) We have no eternal home and no earthly hope (vs. 19) 
 -  Heaven is a myth.  The Christian life a mockery.  This whole thing is a tragic joke. 
 
•  If there is no resurrection of the dead there would be life-altering, life-shattering implications for 
everyone. 
 
RESURRECTION TRIUMPH ... QUESTIONED.  RESURRECTION TRIUMPH ... 
(2) CONFIRMED (1 Corinthians 15:20-34) 
 -  The tone of the chapter completely changes in verse 20. 
 -  In one sentence, Paul removes all doubt and uncertainty: “But Christ has indeed been raised from 
 the dead.”  ESV: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead.” 
 
•  What a transformation that one verse makes. 
 -  Paul now directs his attention to the ultimate effects of the resurrection. 
 
 RESURRECTION TRIUMPH: 
 (a) What it CONVEYS (vs. 20-23) 
  •  Since Jesus rose from the dead all Christians will rise from the dead as well. 
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•  The key word is “firstfruits.” (It’s a harvest term – the first of what was to come.) 
 -  In the feasts of Israel, the Jews would bring the firstfruits of the barley harvest to the priest and he 
 would wave it before the Lord. 
 -  It was an acknowledgement of God’s blessing and an indication of what was to come. 
 
•  When Jesus rose from the dead He was the firstfruits of a coming harvest. 
 -  Jesus was the first human being ever to be resurrected from the dead. 
   
•  But what about Lazarus and some of the other stories of people being raised from the dead? 
 -  They were brought back to life but they eventually died. 
 -  They weren’t resurrected like Jesus to a completely new dimension of life as we have never 
 known it before. 
  •  Jesus was raised to life – never to die again. 
 
Verse 21.  Death came through a man and resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 
 -  What is that talking about? 
  Verse 22.  All of history is the history of two men – two ADAMS. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:45, “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” 
 -  This is referring to Adam and Jesus. 
 -  Vs. 47, “The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.” 
 
•  The first Adam disobeyed God and brought sin and death into the world, but the Last Adam obeyed 
the Father and brought righteousness and life. 
 - Verse 22, “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” 
 
Verse 23.  In the grand plan of the resurrection, Jesus is the firstfruits and those who belong to Him at 
His coming will be the full harvest. 
 
 (a) What it CONVEYS (vs. 20-23) 
 (b) When it CONCLUDES (vs. 24-28) 
  •  Paul’s talking about the consummation of the ages – when it all comes together. 
  •  Verse 24, “Then the end will come ...” 
 
• There will be a great tribulation, a millennial reign of Christ on earth, a terrible resurrection of the 
doomed and the damned, and then the kingdom of Christ will be delivered to God the Father. 
 
•  Christ’s final act will be to permanently conquer every enemy of God, every contending rule and 
authority and power.  
 -  They will forever be abolished, never to exist again, never again to oppose God or to deceive, 
 mislead, or threaten His people or corrupt any of His creation. 
 
Revelation 5-20 details how Christ will take back the earth He created and is rightfully His. 
 -  The “last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 
  
•  According to Hebrews 2:14, Jesus broke the power of Satan, “him who holds the power of death,” 
at the cross.  But Satan and death won’t be permanently abolished until the end of the Millennium. 
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Verse 25 says “he will put all his enemies under his feet” and verse 27 says, “he has put everything 
under his feet.” 
 -  Verse 27-28.  Paul doesn’t want anyone to misunderstand what he’s saying here. 
 -  God the Father is the one exception (vs. 27). 
  •  In everything He does, Jesus is always submissive to and subject to the Father. 
John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish His work.” (Philippians 2:5-11) 
 
 (a) What it CONVEYS (vs. 20-23) 
 (b) When it CONCLUDES (vs. 24-28) 
 (c) How it COMPELS (vs. 29-34) 
  •  If the resurrection weren’t true, who would be foolish enough to follow a dead Messiah? 
  •  Verse 30.  Why would we put ourselves in peril?   
  •  Why would we endure pain and persecution?  (Verse 31-32) 
     - If this were all there is, wouldn’t we just live it up? (vs. 32c) 
 
Verse 29.  What about “baptism for the dead?” 
 -  Paul is not endorsing or encouraging this practice.  He’s merely acknowledging there were those 
 who did it. 
  
•  There are numerous cults and religious groups who promote “baptism for the dead.” 
 -  In other words, you can do something here on earth to save someone who already died. 
  •  That’s impossible. 
 
•  But that’s not Paul’s point.  He’s saying, “If there’s no resurrection, why would people even attempt 
that?” 
 -  The fact that others were somehow trying to attain salvation for their dead friends and relatives 
 was an acknowledgment of their belief in another life – made possible by the resurrection. 
 
•  Paul’s point is that the resurrection motivates people. 
 -  If the resurrection weren’t true, why would anyone sign up to follow Christ? 
 -  Why would anyone serve Him or sacrifice for Him? 
 
•  The reality is, everything we do is motivated by the resurrection! 
 
Verse 33.  Some of the Corinthians were hanging around people who didn’t believe in the resurrection 
and consequently, it was affecting the way they lived their lives. 
 -  If there is no life to come, no judgment to face, no punishment for sin, then, why bother? 
 
Verse 34.  The Corinthians knew better and Paul was reminding them of that. 
 -  “You can’t allow those who don’t know God to affect the way you live your life.” 
 -  You need to be affecting their lives by your life and testimony. 
 
•  The Corinthians had the truth yet they were living as if they didn’t. 
 -  It’s a shame whenever believers live like unbelievers. 
  •  So Paul reminded them of the TRIUMPH of the RESURRECTION. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ.”  


