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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #31                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“RESURRECTION TRUTH” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 

 
•  We come this morning to one of the most important and crucial chapters in the entire Bible. 
 -  Chapter 13 is probably the most popular.  But Chapter 15 is clearly the most important. 
 
•  Paul begins Chapter 15 with these words ...“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel ...” 
 -  He ends this chapter with these words ...“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing 
 move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 
 in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 
Verse 58.  “THEREFORE ...” 
 -  This is a HUGE “therefore.” 
  •  “Because of everything I’ve just told you, you can do four things:” 
   1. Stand firm. 
   2. Let nothing move you 
   3. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord 
   4. Know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain 
 
•  How could the Corinthians know that? 
 -  That’s the subject of this entire chapter. 
 
1 Corinthians is not a book about doctrine.  Rather, it’s a book about a dysfunctional church. 
 - We’ve already looked at their divisions, being distracted by and attracted to the wisdom of the 
 world, jealousy and quarreling, pride, immorality, lawsuits, family and marriage issues, immaturity 
 when it came to causing others to stumble, missing the point of and messing up the Lord’s Supper, 
 being unloving, misunderstanding and misusing spiritual gifts. 
  
•  Now, we come to Chapter 15 and there’s a doctrinal issue – in fact, the most important one of all:  
 THE RESURRECTION. 
 
•   As the heart pumps life-giving blood to every part of the body; so the truth of the resurrection gives 
life to every other area of the gospel. 
 -  The truth of the resurrection was the focus of everything else Jesus ever taught. 
 -  It was the centerpiece of all apostolic preaching and the theme of the Day of Pentecost. 
 
•  It’s the cornerstone of the Gospel and is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion. 
 - No other religion is based upon the historical fact of a bodily resurrection. 
 
John Locke, the 18th century British philosopher, said, “Our Savior’s resurrection is truly of great 
importance in Christianity, so great that His being or not being the Messiah stands or falls with it.” 
 
•  The Resurrection is the centerpiece of the gospel. 
 -  If there were no resurrection, then the preaching of the gospel would be wholly without merit. 
   
•  A dead Christ would mean a dead religion. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
•  The life-giving power of the gospel is utterly dependent upon the fact JESUS IS ALIVE! 
 -  The Gospel is GOOD NEWS because the angel confirmed, “He is not here, He is RISEN, just as 
 He said!” 
 
•  Without the resurrection salvation couldn’t be provided. 
 -  Without believing in the resurrection, salvation can’t be received. 
 
Romans 10:9, Paul said, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
•  The doctrinal problem that is the focus of this chapter wasn’t the fact the Corinthians didn’t believe in 
the resurrection of Christ. 
 -  The issue they struggled with was their own. 
 
Verse 12b, “How can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?” 
 
•  In these first eleven verses, Paul gives three insights into this great RESURRECTION TRUTH. 
First of all, we see it: 
(1) PREACHED (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 
 -  “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you.” 
 -  “You received it and have taken your stand upon it.” 
 -  Upon what?  Upon THE RESURRECTION. 
 -  They were living evidence of the fact this doctrine was true. 
  •  Paul had preached it and they’d received it. 
  •  It was central to their salvation – and it is to ours as well. 
 - Verse 2.  To fail to hold on to what Paul had preached would reveal they’d believed in vain. 
  •  Most likely, this is a reference to those who were denying the resurrection. 
  •  This is not a suggestion that our salvation is a matter of “hanging on.” 
 
•  If our salvation is a matter of us “hanging in there” or “holding on” we’re all in trouble. 
 
•  Jesus repeatedly warned of phony faith and those who “hung around” but didn’t really hold the Word 
in their heart. 
 -  He spoke of seed that fell on bad soil (Matthew 13:1-23).  It may have taken root for a while. 
 -  He spoke of tares that looked like wheat (Matthew 13:24-30).  Looks can be deceiving. 
 -  He spoke of fish being caught in the same net (Matthew 13:47-50) but the bad fish were thrown 
 away. 
 -  He spoke of houses without foundations (Matthew 7:24-27), virgins without oil in their lamps 
(Matthew 25:1-13) and servants who wasted their talents (Matthew 25:14-30). 
 - He warned of gates and roads that lead to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). 
 
James 2:19, makes it clear even the demons believe – and shudder.  But they aren’t saved. 
 
What specifically did Paul preach to them? 
1. That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (vs. 3). 
2. That He was buried (vs. 4a). 
3. That He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures (vs. 4b). 
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•  Every religious leader dies.  But only One died for our sins.  Only One could. 
 
•  A follower of Buddha wrote this: “When Buddha died it was with that utter passing away in which 
nothing whatever remains.”  (Pretty hopeless.) 
 
•  Mohammed died at Medina on June 8, 632, at the age of 61, and his tomb is visited annually by tens of 
thousands of Muslims.  They come to mourn his death, not to celebrate his resurrection. 
 
•  The Church of Jesus Christ gathers every week to celebrate the victory of her Lord over death, Hell 
and the grave.  
 
•  That’s the gospel message Paul preached to them.  That’s the good news they received and believed 
(vs. 1 & 11). 
 
1. Christ died for our sins.  He’s the Only One Who could. 
2. Christ was buried. 
 -  No one denies that Jesus Christ was crucified and buried.  That’s a fact of history. 
 -  Romans 6:1-11, teaches that when He was buried, our sins were buried with Him. 
  •  When He came out of the tomb, He left  two things behind:  
     His burial garments and our sins. 
 
“Gone, gone, gone, gone, yes, my sins are gone.  Now my soul is free and in my heart’s a song. 
Buried in the deepest sea – yes, that’s good enough for me. 
I shall live eternally.  Praise God, my sins are gone!” 
 
•  But here’s the critical part:  if all we had was the death and burial of Christ, we’d have no gospel 
message.  We’d have no GOOD NEWS. 
  
The good news of the gospel is: 
3. On the third day, He rose from the dead (vs. 4). 
 -  Three days after being crucified and buried in a borrowed tomb, He was alive again! 
 -  Today, some 2,000 years later, He’s still alive! 
  •  He’s touching and transforming lives today just like He always has.  He’s alive! 
 
•  When you add the resurrection to the death and burial of Christ, you’ve got a powerful gospel 
message. 
 -  You’ve got GOOD NEWS!  
 
We see it PREACHED ... we see it: 
(2) PROVEN (1 Corinthians 15:5-7) 
 -  Listen to the line up of witnesses Paul presents. 
 -  Any attorney in the world would love to have as many witnesses for his case as Paul presents here 
 as proofs for the resurrection. 
 
 (a) Private appearances (vs. 5a) 
  •  He appeared to Peter who had denied Him three times. 
  •  In going to Peter first, Jesus was emphasizing his grace and forgiveness. 
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•  Jesus didn’t appear to Peter because Peter deserved to see Him most. 
 -  Perhaps He appeared to Peter because Peter needed to see Him the most. 
 
 (b) Public appearances (vs. 5b) 

•  He appeared to the twelve (even though Judas was gone and Matthias hadn’t been added 
yet. (Acts 1:23-26) 
•  He appeared to over 500 witnesses.  These were people the Corinthians could’ve 
questioned. 

   -  Most of them were still living.  
 
 (c) Personal appearances (vs. 7) 
  •  Most scholars believe this was the half-brother of the Lord, the author of the book of James. 
  •  He was originally a skeptic (John 7:5, “Even His own brothers did not believe in Him.”) 
  •  Was it seeing the resurrected Christ that finally brought James to saving faith? 
   -  We don’t know.  But we do know that Jesus personally appeared to him. 
    •  James is a powerful book on “living your faith.” 
 
RESURRECTION TRUTH.  We see it PREACHED and PROVEN.  Finally, we see it: 
(3) PERSONIFIED (1 Corinthians 15:8-11) 
 - This may be the most powerful testimony of all.  The fact Jesus personally appeared to Paul. 
 -  “As to one abnormally born”  (EKTROMA – usually referred to an abortion, miscarriage or  
 premature birth – a life unable to sustain itself.)   
  •  ESV, “As to one untimely born.” 
  
•  Paul wasn’t among the original apostles who’d been personal disciples of Jesus.   
•  However, he was personally chosen by Jesus and was the last person to see the resurrected Christ.   
   
•  Jesus’ appearance to Paul was not only after the Ascension, it was also the only appearance to an 
unbeliever. 
 -  Not only an unbeliever but a hateful, antagonist of the church who slaughtered Christians. 
 
•  Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-8). 
 -  “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?  I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 
 -  He also appeared to Paul on at least three other occasions (Acts 18:9-10; 23:11; 2 Cor. 12:1-7). 
 
 Resurrection truth dealt with: 
 (a) His Arrogance – he’d been proud of his race, his religion, his education, and his pedigree. 
  •  Verses 9-10. 
 
 (b) His Antagonism – he was dead set against Christ and Christianity. 
  •  You know why?  Because, he was dead in sin. 
 
 (c) His Assignment – he was to proclaim this message 
  •  Verse 11.  “Resurrection truth is what we preach.  Resurrection truth is what you believed.” 
 
•  The truth of the resurrection is not just important – it is “of first importance” (vs. 3).  
 -  You’ve heard that message preached today.   The question is: do you believe it?  Have you 
 received it? 


