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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #26                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“ONE BODY – MANY MEMBERS” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31) 

 
•  Paul’s been talking about SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 
 -  They all come from the same Source:  God (vs. 6) 
 -  They all have the same purpose: “for the common good” (vs. 7) 
  •  Public edification, not personal enjoyment. 
 -  Every one of us has at least one gift and we have the gift (or gifts) God wants us to have. 
 
•  So far, Paul’s focus has been on INFORMATION. 
 -  Verse 1, “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.” 
 
•  In verses 12-31, Paul moves from INFORMATION to ILLUSTRATION. 
 -  There are many figures of speech in the Bible used to describe the church. 
  a. A bride (Revelation 21:9) 
  b. A family (Galatians 6:10) 
  c. A flock (Acts 20:28) 
  d. A field (1 Corinthians 3:9) 
  e. An army (Revelation 19:14) 
  f. A building (1 Corinthians 3:9) 
  
•  Here Paul uses the human body to describe the church. 
 -  Since everyone has a body, this is probably the easiest metaphor to understand. 
 
Psalm 139:14, David said, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully, made.” 
 
Psalm 139:16, “Your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your 
book before one of them came to be.” 
  
•  In this passage there’s one recurring theme:  “One body – many members.” 
 
FOUR WORDS SUMMARIZE THESE VERSES. 
  
(1) UNITY (1 Corinthians12:12-13) 
 -  Paul begins by talking about the body being one unit, made up of many parts. 
  •  But notice what that body represents: the body of Christ is Christ Himself on the earth. 
  •  As members of His body, the church, we represent Him on earth. 
 
“Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way; 
He has no voice but our voice to tell men how He died; 
He has no heart but our heart to lead them to His side.” 
 
•  There are many parts to this body.  But those parts are incomplete in and of themselves. 
 -  That’s why you and I need to be a part of a local church. 
  •  John 15:5, Jesus said, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.” 
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•  When a person separates themselves from the body, the church, they’re separating themselves from 
Christ. 
 
•  The parts of your body are absolutely useless if you separate them from your body. 
  
 -  When someone separates themselves from the church, they are rendering themselves useless. 
 
•  You would no more cut off a hand or a foot or allow someone else to do it. 
 -  Yet we have friends, family members and co-workers who do that all the time when it comes to  
 the church. 
 -  If someone did that physically we’d rush them to the emergency room. 
 -  If someone does that spiritually we need to rush them to the prayer room. 
 
•  “I just need a little time for myself ... I need a break for a little while ... ” 
 -  “No, you don’t.  You’re getting out of the will of God and disobeying the Word of God.” 
 -  “God has given you gifts to build His body and you can’t go home and hide them under your bed 
 or put them in a box up in the attic.” 
 
Verse 12.  “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts: and though all its parts are many, they 
form one body.” 
 
SO HOW DO WE GET INTO THAT BODY? 
•  We’re not born into it.  We are “born again” into it. 
 -  Verse 13. “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.” 
 -  The Holy Spirit is the agent of baptism but Christ is the baptizer. 
 
Matthew 3:11, John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me will come 
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire.” 
 -  Verse 11 makes it clear the “baptism of fire” is the judgment of Hell. 
  
Dr. John MacArthur, “As Savior, Christ baptizes with the Holy Spirit; as Judge, He baptizes with fire. All 
believers receive baptism with the Holy Spirit; all unbelievers will receive baptism with fire.  Therefore 
every living soul will be baptized by Christ.” 
 
“It should also be noted that the phrase “baptism of the Holy Spirit” is not a correct translation of any 
passage in the New Testament, including this one.  The Greek phrase can mean “by or with one Spirit.”  
Because believers are baptized by Christ, it is therefore best to translate this phrase as “with one Spirit.”  
It is not the Holy Spirit’s baptism but Christ’s baptism with the Holy Spirit that gives us new life and places 
us into the Body when we trust in Christ.”   
 
•  Peter affirmed this baptism was by Jesus Christ. 
 -  Acts 2:32-33, “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  Exalted to 
 the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 
 what you now see and hear.” 
 
Acts 1:5.  Jesus promised his disciples they would “be baptized with the Hoy Spirit. 
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Acts 1:8, He said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
•  For years, people have debated the baptism of the Holy Spirit and some have said the initial evidence 
of the baptism is “speaking with tongues.” 
 -  First of all, the baptism of the Holy Spirit makes the church one body. 
  •  It happens at the moment of our salvation.  We also receive our spiritual gifts at the point. 
 -  Second, the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8 is clearly “witnessing.” 
  •  It’s in the same verse: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and in   
  Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 -  Speaking in other languages isn’t even in view. 
 
Acts 2:4 says, “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.” 
 -  This isn’t a subsequent or second baptism.  It’s the result of a supernatural filling of the Holy 
 Spirit where people were miraculously able to hear Galileans speaking in their own language. 
 
•  Have you ever stopped to think that 12 disciples were able to speak in 15-16 languages? 
 -  This really was a miracle.   
 -  How could 12 apostles (Matthias had just been added) speak in 15 different languages? 
 -  In Acts 2:14, Peter stood up and addressed the entire crowd. 
  •  How could 15 different dialects or languages hear Peter speak in his own native tongue? 
 
•  Talk about power to witness!  That’s exactly what Jesus promised would happen. 
 -  The purpose wasn’t speaking in tongues.  Rather, it was being able to witness and preach the 
 gospel to people who were lost. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13.  Baptism with the one Spirit makes the church one body. 
 -  If there were more than one Spirit baptism, there would be more than one church, and Paul’s 
 whole point would be destroyed. 
 
Verse 13b.  “And we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 
 -  What does that mean? 
 -  Ephesians 5:18, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with 
 the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in 
 your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
•  There is one baptism by the One Spirit.  But there are many fillings. 
 -  We need to keep being filled with the Spirit.  WHY?  Because we leak.  
 
•  At salvation, God gives us the Spirit “without measure” (John 3:34 – NIV “without limit.”). 
 -  God doesn’t give us the Spirit in installments.  We get all of Him at the point of salvation. 
 
ILL.  Like having a baby.  Babies come with all the necessary equipment. 
 -  You don’t have to go back and have the doctor give you some ears, hands, teeth, legs, etc. 
 -  As that baby is filled with food and nourishment, they grow and mature into an adult. 
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Verse 13.  The word “ALL” appears in this verse two times . 
 -  We were “all baptized by one Spirit into one body.”  We were “all given the one Spirit to drink.” 
 
•  Every believer is baptized by (or with) the Holy Spirit and is incorporated into the body of Christ. 
 -  Every believer is given the same one Spirit to drink. 
 
•  This settles the issue about whether or not the baptism of the Holy Spirit is reserved for a group of 
spiritually elite believers who have something no one else has. 
 -  The fact is, Paul was writing to one of the most worldly, unspiritual and carnal churches of all  
 time. 
 
•  So, when does the baptism with the Spirit happen? The moment of salvation. 
•  What happens when we are baptized by that one Spirit?  We are placed into the body of Christ. 
 -  United with every believer from all over the world and from all time. 
•  What accompanies that baptism?  We are given gifts to serve Christ and build His body the church 
 
(1) UNITY 
(2) DIVERSITY (1 Corinthians 12:14-19) 
 -  Unity is the most important characteristic of the body.  But diversity is essential. 
 -  There is one body but there are many members. 
  •  We do not all have the same gift and perform the same role. 
 -  Verse 17, “If the whole body were an eye ...” 
 
ILL.  I heard about a youth minister who was teaching this passage about the body of Christ to the kids in 
his youth group.  He took a took a football and painted it white, and then painted an eyeball, an iris, and 
a pupil on it.  He wrapped the eye in a blanket, carried it in his arms and went into their youth meeting.  
As he walked around he said to the kids, “How do you like my baby?”  They’d look and here would be 
this BIG EYE staring at them out from under the blanket.  “Oh gross! That’s terrible.” 
 He then proceeded to ask them what it would be like if their girlfriend was nothing but a BIG EYE 
and you took her out for a milkshake and propped her up in the booth across from you, wanting to have 
a conversation.  But all she does is sit there and blink. 
 -  They got the point. 
 
•  Paul wants the Corinthians (and us) to get the point. 
 -  There are many people in the church.  There are many gifts.  There are many tasks.  There are  
 many results. 
 -  To accomplish everything God wants us to accomplish as a church, each part of the body has to  
 do what God wants it to do. 
 
Verse 18.  We don’t get to select our gifts – they are God-given. 
 -  “But in fact God arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.” 
 
UNITY, DIVERSITY ... 
(3) HARMONY (1 Corinthians 12:20-26) 
 -  “As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”  (There’s that theme again.) 
 -  We move now from the function of the body’s members to the fellowship of the body’s  members. 
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•  The body of Christ is to be characterized by interdependence, not independence. 
  
Here’s how God’s plan works:  Ephesians 4:11-16. 
 -  Verse 16 summarizes the passage and the last sentence says it all: “As each part does its work.” 
 
So, which part is most important?  Which part of your human body is most important. 
•  In the Corinthian church they thought the spectacular gifts were the most important. 
 -  Specifically, the gift of tongues.   Paul taught them the exact opposite is true. 
 
•  The illustration Paul uses here of the body makes that point clear and irrefutable. 
 - Verses 22-23.  “On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
 indispensable.”  (They are more important.  They are the “greater gifts.”) 
 
Verses 24-25.  “God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts 
that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other.” 
 
Verse 26.   Like the human body, if one part suffers, every part suffers with it. 
 -  It one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” 
 
UNITY, DIVERSITY, HARMONY ... 
(4) SIMPLICITY (1 Corinthians 12:27-31) 
 Three things: 
 1. You are a part of the body of Christ (a valuable part). 
  •  “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 
  •  No one is exempt.  No one is left out.  No one is insignificant or unimportant. 
  •  YOU are a part of the body and you have a part, a significant role to play. 
  •  YOU need to find your place, use your gift, and build the body of Christ. 
 2. No one has all the gifts. 
  •  He gives a list in order of historical appearance.  It’s a chronological order. 
  •  First came the apostles, then prophets, then teachers, etc. 
  •  He goes through a brief list of gifts, which are all prominent, noticeable gifts. 
   -  To the Corinthians, these would’ve been the BIG ones. 
 3. The lesser gifts are actually the greater gifts. 
  •  “But eagerly desire the greater gifts.”  Could be translated, “But you eagerly desire the 
  greater gifts.” 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “That rendering seems much more appropriate to the context, both of what 
precedes and of what follows.  It certainly is consistent with the tone of the letter and the sin of the 
Corinthians.  Because they clearly prized the showier gifts, the seemingly greater gifts, it would seem 
foolish of Paul to command them to do what they already were eagerly doing.  The Corinthians were to 
stop seeking gifts, because to do so is both presumptuous and purposeless.” 
 •  The showier gifts are not the most significant. 

•  Your big toe doesn’t get nearly the press your leg gets.  But you’d be hard-pressed to use your 
leg without your big toe. 

 
Verse 31b. “And now I will show you the most excellent way.” 


