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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #25                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“NOW ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS – Part 3” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:7-31) 

 
•  Paul begins the 12th chapter of 1st Corinthians with these words, “Now about spiritual gifts ...” 
 
(1) THE SUBJECT OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1 Corinthians 12:1-3) 
 -  Many sincere, genuine, Christians have disagreed over the subject of spiritual gifts  for many 
 years. 
 -  There are some things in the Christian life we absolutely have to agree on: 
  The Virgin Birth, The death, burial and resurrection of Christ, the substitutionary    
 atonement of Christ on the cross, salvation is only possible through Christ alone, the Bible  
 is the revealed Word of God and is completely authoritative and sufficient for man,     
 There’s a Heaven to be gained and a Hell to be shunned.  Those things we have to agree on. 
 
•  Good, Christian people can disagree over eschatology – end times events. 
 -  Pre-millennial, post-millennial, a-millennial, pan-millennial. 
 
•  Others may disagree over whether or not a believer can have security in their salvation. 
 ILL.  Some people will get to heaven and be glad they barely made it. 
  •  Like a tightrope walker on a high wire.  (I’ll take the net, thank you!) 
 - 1 John 5:13, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
 may know that you have eternal life.”  
   
•  Christians can even disagree over spiritual gifts – as long as they do it agreeably. 
 -  Any discussion of spiritual gifts shouldn’t be a source of conflict among Christians. 
   
•  If we’re “Spirit-filled,” and “Spirit-led” we’ll do what the Spirit does. 
 Ephesians 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
 
 -  I have no intention to in any way disparage any Christian or group of Christians. 
 -  I have no desire to be unkind or unfair to anyone. 
  
•  My purpose is to study the Bible and see what the Bible says about spiritual gifts. 
 -  There’s a lot of misinformation when it comes to spiritual gifts. 
  
•  For the Christian, our final authority is always the Word of God. 
 -  For the Christian, the question is always, “What does the Bible say?” 
  •  We don’t build our doctrine on the basis of our experience.   
  •   Rather, we build our doctrine on the basis of the Bible. 
 
Michael Horton, CHRISTLESS CHRISTIANITY: “When push comes to shove, many Christians today 
justify their beliefs and practices on the basis of their own experience.  Regardless of what the church 
teaches – or perhaps even what is taught in Scripture – the one unassailable authority in the American 
religion is the self’s inner experience.  This means, however, that it is not only one’s relationship with 
Jesus but Jesus himself who becomes a wax figure to be molded according to whatever experiences, 
feelings and felt needs one has decided to be most decisive.” 
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•  What the Bible says, we have to say.  What the Bible teaches, we have to teach. 
 
Two more points: 
1.  Gifts are never given for selfish or self-centered enjoyment. 
 - They are given for “the common good” (vs. 7) 
2.  There is no gift that every believer is supposed to have (1 Corinthians 12:29-30). 
 
(1) THE SUBJECT OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
(2) THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Corinthians 12:4-6) 
 -  Verses 4-6: “The same Spirit, the same Lord, the same God.” 
 -  Verses 4-6, “There are different kinds of gifts, different kinds of service and different kinds of 
 working.” 
 -  Verse 6, “But the same God works all of them in all men.” 
 
(3) THE SCOPE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 
 (a) WHY were the gifts given? (vs. 7) 
  •  “For the common good” (literally “to bring together”). 
  •  “Manifestation of the Spirit” (literally “to make known, clear and evident”). 
 
•  Gifts aren’t toys to play with, they’re tools to build with.  God wants us to build His church. 
 -  Spiritual gifts are God-given tools to build the church. 
 
 (b) WHICH gifts were given? (vs. 8-10) 
  •  Only 9 gifts are mentioned here.  It’s not an exhaustive list but a representative list. 
  •  There’s another list in Romans 12, another list in 1 Peter 4 and one more in Ephesians 4. 
  •  From those lists and depending upon how you identify the gifts there are less than 
  two dozen spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture. 
 
•  In 1 Peter, Peter suggests that all the gifts are divided into two major divisions:  speaking gifts and 
serving gifts. 
 -  Those that involved the speaking, teaching and proclamation of the Word of God. 
 -  Those that involve helping and ministering to and serving other people. 
 
•  The list Paul gives can be categorized like this: 
 Gifts of comprehension 
 Gifts of confirmation 
 Gifts of communication 
  1. Gifts of comprehension (vs. 8) 
   (a) The word (logos) of wisdom 
    •  Supernatural insight into applying truths from the Word and will of God. 
   (b) The word (logos) of knowledge 
    •  Supernatural insight into the truths of the Word of God.  
 
  1. Gifts of comprehension (vs. 8) 
  2. Gifts of confirmation (vs. 9-10) 
   -  The gifts of confirmation helped establish the message of Christ and the ministry of the  
  church in the World. 
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• Today we have over 2,000 years of recorded history and we also have the written Word of God to 
verify and validate truth from error. 
   So, what were these gifts of confirmation? 
   (a) The gift of faith 
    •  A supernatural ability to trust God for the impossible. 
    •  This is different than saving faith or daily faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). 
 
   (b) Gifts of healing 
    •  The supernatural ability to heal all sicknesses and diseases. 
    •  The word is plural: “gifts” referring to the variety of afflictions that need healing. 
    •  Jesus had this gift (Matthew 8:16-17). 
    •  The Apostles had this gift (Matthew 10:1) 
    •  The Seventy had this gift (Luke 10:1-9) 
    •  Phillip and other associates of the apostles had this gift (Acts 8:5-7). 
 
•  The gifts of healing, like the other temporary sign gifts, were essential for the church to authenticate 
the message of the apostles as being the Word of God. 
 
Does God still heal today? Absolutely.  God can do anything He wants any time He wants. 
 -  God still heals people today in answer to our prayers. 
  •  But it’s highly doubtful anyone has the biblical gifts of healing today.  (Prominent in the NT) 
 
   (c) The gift of miracles  
    •  “Miraculous powers” – the supernatural ability to do miracles. 
    •  A miracle is a supernatural intrusion into the natural world and its natural laws. 
     -  It’s explainable only by divine intervention. 
    •  A miracle is an act of God that’s completely contrary to the ordinary working and 
    laws of nature. 
 
•  The gift of miracles is the supernatural ability to release the power of God in a unique and completely 
supernatural fashion like Jesus did when He turned the water into wine in Cana of Galilee, walked on 
the water at the Sea of Galilee or raised Lazarus from the dead in Bethany.  (He’d been dead for 4 
days.) 
 Some say we still need miracles today for people to believe. 
 -  Does God still do miracles today?  ABSOLUTELY. 
 -  Are miracles necessary for people to believe?  ABSOLUTELY NOT. 
 
John 12:37, “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not 
believe in Him.” 
 
•  The testimony of Jesus was that miracles wouldn’t convince people to believe.  The Word would. 
 -  Matthew 28:12-15.  Even after Jesus rose from the dead, people still refused to believe. 
 
Matthew 12:22-32.  They brought a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute.  Jesus healed him.  
  
What was their response?  They said He did this “by the power of Beelzebub, the prince of demons.” 
 - They committed the ultimate sin.  A sin for which there is no further remedy. 
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HERE’S THE GOOD NEWS:  You can’t commit what’s been called “the unpardonable sin.” 
 -  Why not?  One phrase:  Matthew 12:32, “Either in this age or in the age to come.” 
  •  You can I can’t commit this sin. 
 
•  But the bigger point I want to make is this:  Miracles don’t cause people to believe. 
 
Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
  
Hebrews 1:1-3, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom He made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.” 
 
•  So, Gifts of COMPREHENSION, Gifts of CONFIRMATION ...  
 
  3. Gifts of COMMUNICATION (vs. 10) 
   (a) Primary gifts 
    1. The gift of prophecy 
     -  This is the supernatural ability to express biblical truth. 
     -  It is generally considered to be synonymous with preaching. 
 
•  This is different from the gift of a prophet which Paul speaks about in Ephesians 4:11. 
 -  In Ephesians 2:20, Paul said the church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets 
 with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”   
 
•  Paul will have much more to say about this gift of prophecy in Chapter 14, when he contrasts it with 
the gift of tongues. 
    2. The gift of discernment 
     -  This is the supernatural ability to expose error. 
     -  The ability to “distinguish between spirits.” 
 
•  This gift was necessary because of the presence of evil spirits and false prophets. 
 -  1 John 4:1-3. 
 -  Jesus warned that as the end of the age approached there would be more and more false Christs 
 and false prophets. 
 -  Paul warned in 1 Timothy 4:1-2 that in the last days some would “abandon the faith and follow  
 deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” 
 
•  We ought to be more discerning and more careful now than ever before in our Christian lives. 
 -  If there ever were a time when Christian people ought to be in the Word, checking everything 
 out in line with what the Bible says – that time is now. 
 
Acts 17:11, “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received 
the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if what Paul said was true.” 
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   (b) Passing gifts (We’ll see that more definitively in our study of Chapters 13-14). 
    1. The gift of tongues 
     -  We’re going to take a much closer look at this gift when we get to C/14. 
     -  This is the supernatural ability to speak a language unknown to you but known  
     to others. 
 
Acts 2:1-12.  This was an extraordinary gift demonstrated on the Day of Pentecost when Peter was able 
to stand up with the other disciples and preach to thousands even though they came from diverse 
backgrounds and spoke different languages. 
 
Acts 2:7-8, “Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how 
is it that each of us hears them in his own native language’?” 
 -  It was the gift of tongues. 
 
    2. The gift of interpretation of tongues. 
     -  This is a parallel gift to the gift of tongues. 
     -  It’s the supernatural ability to interpret the gift of tongues. 
 
•  No interpreter was necessary on the Day of Pentecost or in the other passages where tongues are 
mentioned in Scripture. 
 -  ONLY at the church in Corinth where they were abusing and misusing this gift. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:28.  Paul warned the Corinthians if there was no interpreter, whoever wanted to speak 
had to keep quiet in the church and they were to keep their thoughts to themselves and God. 
 - We’ll get into more detail on the gift of tongues when we get to Chapter 14. 
 
 WHY gifts were given.  WHICH gifts were given 
 (c) The WAY gifts were given (vs. 11) 
  •  “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit and He gives them to each one, just as 
  He determines.” 
  •  We can’t give ourselves a gift, God does. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:18, “But in fact, God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them just as he 
wanted them to be.” 
 
•  You need to find out which gift or gifts you’ve been given and begin using them “for the common 
good,” helping to build God’s church. 
  
•  None of us should ever attempt to make someone else feel inferior because they don’t have our gift. 
 -  You and I had nothing to do with the gifts we were given. 
 
•  Paul begins this section on spiritual gifts by saying, “Brothers, now about spiritual gifts, I do not want 
you to be ignorant.” 
 -  We don’t want to BE ignorant or ACT ignorant when it comes to spiritual gifts. 
 
•  The only way to do that is to go with what the Bible says. 
 -  Not our feelings or our experiences.  We need to let the Word of God, and it alone, be our guide. 


