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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #23                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“NOW ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11) 

 
•  Paul begins the 12th chapter of 1st Corinthians with these simple words, “Now, about spiritual gifts, 
brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.” 
 -  To get some insight into what Paul was saying, it’s important to note that the word “gifts” does 
 not appear in the original manuscripts. 
 -  The KJV and the NAS and many other translations have the word “gifts” in italics. 
  •  The translators want you to know the word is implied but not included in the original text. 
 
•  The Gk. word (pneumatikos) literally means “spirituals” or “spiritualities.” 
 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, a terrific Bible teacher, divided the Book of 1 Corinthians into two main 
divisions.  He called the first eleven chapters the “carnalities” and the final five chapters the 
“spiritualities.” 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1, Paul said, “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly (carnal) – mere 
infants in Christ.” 
 - The first 11 chapters of 1 Corinthians deal with the “carnalities” in this church. 
 -  Divisions over who their favorite  Bible teacher was or who’d baptized them, their tendency to get  
 their wisdom from the world, tolerance of immorality in the church, taking each other to court, the 
 issues of marriage, divorce and those who’d never been married, issues that concerned the gray 
 areas of life like meat sacrificed to idols, compensation for those who do the Lord’s work, 
 overconfidence in their spirituality, the roles of men and women in the church, and the mockery 
 they’d made of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
•  The section on the “carnalities” was corrective.  The section on the “spiritualities” is constructive. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman, “Beginning here, in Chapter 12 on through Chapter 15, you have his teaching 
concerning the great positive forces of the Spirit that help us handle the carnalities and correct the 
wrong things that hinder fellowship with Jesus Christ:  This chapter will deal with the first of these 
spiritualities, i.e., the gifts of the Spirit in the Body of Christ.  Then Chapter 13, the great love chapter, 
deals with the fruit of the Spirit.  Chapter 14 deals with order by the Spirit in the Christian assembly; and 
Chapter 15, the resurrection chapter, deals with glory by the Spirit.  So all that has to do with life in the 
Spirit.  Then the closing section of the letter, Section 4, is what I would call the “practicalities”, and these 
take up matters like the collection, and how to relate to leadership, and so on.  There is the whole sweep 
of the letter.” 
 
•   Keep in mind THREE THINGS as we begin our discussion of spiritual gifts. 
 #1 – The study of spiritual gifts involves every one of us. 
  •  1 Corinthians 12:7.  Even if you don’t want one, you still have one. 
  •  The purpose of God giving you a gift is so you can help build His church. 
  •  You have an important role to play and if you’re not using your God-given gift, the church 
  can’t possibly become all God intended for it to be. 
 
•  “I’m saved.  I’ll come to worship.  But I’m not interested in building the church.  That’s not my job.” 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
 #2 – 1 Corinthians 1:7, Paul told the Corinthians, “you do not lack any spiritual gift.” 
  •  They were among the most carnal and worldly group of believers of all time. 
  •  Spiritual gifts don’t necessarily mean spiritual people. 
  •  Gifted people can be godless and capable of the most carnal things imaginable. 
 
 #3 – There’s more to spiritual gifts than the gift of tongues. 
  •  Inevitably, that’s what people think about when you talk about spiritual gifts. 
  •  The gift of tongues is “a” gift.  It’s clearly not “the” gift.  Nor is it even one of the “greater”  
  gifts – as we shall see in our study. 
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(1) THE SUBJECT OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1 Corinthians 12:1-3) 
 -  Paul begins this section with a warning to the Corinthians. 
 -  He has two specific dangers in mind:  
  •  Their present ignorance 
  •  Their previous influence 
 -  Paul was concerned these two things would hinder them from being effective for God. 
 
 (a) Their present ignorance (vs. 1). 
  •  They didn’t understand the gifts they’d been given or what they were to do with them. 
   
Dr. John Philips: “Ignorance is the mother of all kinds of mischief.  A great deal of ignorance still 
surrounds the subject of spiritual gifts.  People make the most outrageous claims and statements. People 
who have never done a structural analysis of 1 Corinthians 12-14 and who have never carefully exegeted 
what the Holy Spirit has to say in these chapters set themselves up as authorities.  They parrot other 
people’s opinions, or base their beliefs on some ecstatic experience and allow that ‘experience’ to 
override sound doctrine, or take texts from these three chapters wholly out of context and parade these 
‘proof’ texts as sufficient authentication of their views.  Some of them command vast audiences on radio 
and television.  Some of them lead large congregations.  Some of them can produce strange phenomena 
which, supposedly, support their claims to be right.  The fact remains they are wholly out of touch with 
the thrust, teaching, and certainties developed by Paul in these three chapters.” 
 
Dr. Phillips continues:  “The question of whether we are right or wrong about the teaching of these 
chapters is not merely academic.  It is critical.  We are up against a host of hostile intelligences in the 
spirit world eager to exploit our ignorance in this area of the Christian life.” 
  
 -  Which brings us to the second of Paul’s concerns. 
 Not only ... 
 (a) Their present ignorance (vs. 1). 
 (b) Their previous influence (vs. 2). 
  •  Before they came to Christ, somehow, some way, they’d fallen under the influence of  
  spirits other than the Holy Spirit. 
  •  This happened through their interaction with “mute idols.”   
 
KJV.  You were “carried away unto these dumb idols.”  The idols couldn’t speak. 
 -   But something else was speaking through them.   
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1 Timothy 4:1.  One of the characteristics of the end times will be “deceiving spirits” and “teaching 
demons.” 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “Demonic false teaching is purveyed through human agents.  While the source is 
supernatural, the agents are natural.  Demons use human deceivers who speak their lies.” 
  
• The only way this is possible is because their “consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.”  
(1 Timothy 4:2). 
 
•  So, how would the Corinthians know if something they heard was from God or from demons? 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Before these Christians came to know Christ, they were deeply involved in mystery 
religions and cults.  Their worship was characterized by frenzy, ecstasy, and by all kinds of outbursts.  
Had we visited one of their pagan services, we would have observed people babbling, falling to the 
floor, and many other experience-centered actions.  Consequently, they were thrilled and overjoyed with 
their experience in Christ, and so they were seeking to worship Him with the same kind of worship they 
participated in before they were saved.” 
 
Verse 3.  “Therefore ...” Because of your present ignorance and previous influence, here’s a test so you 
can know the difference. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur, “Satan spends a lot of time in church.  Nowhere is he more anxious to pervert 
God’s people than where they are worshipping.  Some members of the church at Corinth apparently 
became so fleshly and confused, and their worship so paganized and frenzied that they even allowed 
the Lord to be cursed within their own congregation. Paul rebukes the entire church for allowing such 
ungodliness and for being so undiscerning about what is spiritual and what is demonic.” 
 
•  The clear implication is that someone had actually claimed to be “speaking in the Spirit,” while 
manifesting some gift of prophecy or teaching and they actually cursed the name of Jesus Whom they 
were supposed to be worshipping. 
 -  Paul made it clear no such blasphemous utterance could possibly have come by the Spirit of God.  
 
•  Then he says, “No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except by the Spirit of God” (vs. 3b). 
 -  He’s clearly talking about more than just saying the words. 
 
Here’s the acid test:  “Do they exalt the name of Christ?  Do they honor Jesus?” 
 -  That’s how you can tell if this is coming from the Holy Spirit. 
 -  No one who speaks by the Spirit of God ever demeans or in any way diminishes the centrality of 
 Christ in the Christian life or in the Christian faith. 
 -  The Person and Work of Jesus are always the central focus.  
 
•  When the Holy Spirit controls our lives, Jesus Christ will become preeminent in our lives. 
 -  When the Holy Spirit controls a church everything will center upon Jesus. 
 
•  Any man, ministry or movement that glorifies the Spirit to the exclusion of Jesus Christ is suspect. 
 -  John 15:26, Jesus said, the Holy Spirit “will testify about Me.” 
 -  John 16:13-14, “He will not speak on His Own ... He will bring glory to Me.” 
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The SUBJECT of Spiritual Gifts ... 
(2) THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Corinthians 12:4-6) 
 -  When you look at verses 4-6, you immediately notice the repetition of certain words. 
  •  “Different kinds” appears three times. 
  •  “The same” appears three times. 
 - So, some things are different and some things are the same. 
  
 Notice first of all: 
 (a) The same things 
  •  “The same Spirit” (vs. 4) 
  •  “The same Lord” (vs. 5) 
  •  “The same God” (vs. 6) 
 
 -  Whatever gifts are given they are given to us by the Trinity – God Himself. 
  •  Every Person of the Godhead is involved in the distribution of spiritual gifts. 
  •  Any emphasis on one Person of the Godhead that excludes the others is wrong. 
 
Verse 6.  Paul says, “the same God works all of them (spiritual gifts) in all men.” 
 
 (b) The different kinds 
  •  “There are different kinds of gifts” (vs. 4) 
  •  “There are different kinds of service” (vs. 5) 
  •  “There are different kinds of working” (vs. 6) 
 
•  There are different endowments, different enterprises and different enablements. 
 -  There are different varieties, different ministries and different capabilities. 
  •  But they all come from the same God.  He is the source of spiritual gifts.  
 
•  God is a God of boundless diversity.  No two fingerprints are alike, no two snowflakes, no two blades 
of grass, no two leaves, no two sunsets, no two personalities. 
 -  God delights in variety.   
 
The SUBJECT of Spiritual Gifts and the SOURCE of Spiritual Gifts ... 
(3) THE SCOPE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 
 -  God is a God of great variety but He has a very specific purpose behind the giving of spiritual 
 gifts. 
 (a) WHY the gifts were given (vs. 7) 
  •  “For the common good.” 
  •  Believers have different gifts and different ways of using them to serve God but they come  
  from the same source and they are to serve the same purpose: to build the church of God. 
   -  “For the common good” (literally “to bring together”). 
   -  “Manifestation of the Spirit” (literally “to make known, clear and evident”). 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “It is critical to understand that spiritual gifts are not given for self-edification.  A 
teacher who studies the Word and then writes lessons that only he reads, or records messages that only 
he hears prostitutes his gift.  A person with the gift of discernment who keeps his Spirit-given insights to 
himself is an unfaithful steward.  Nor are God’s gifts for self-service.”  
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“A Christian with the gift of helps must, by definition, be involved in serving others, just as service, by 
definition, involves helping others.  In the broad sense, therefore, every gift is a helps gift because every 
gift is a service gift.  A gift exercised in private is a perverted gift.  God gives His gift to us but for others.  
We are personally blessed when we use our gifts in the Spirit’s power to serve others in His name, but 
that blessing is the by-product not the purpose.” 
 
•  Gifts aren’t toys to play with, they’re tools to build with.   
 
So, here’s the question:  ARE YOU USING WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU TO BUILD HIS CHURCH? 
 
 -  If not, why not? 
 -  If not now, when? 
 
•  God’s given every one of us spiritual gifts and He wants us to use them to build His church. 
 
 
 


