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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #21                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“HOW TO WORSHIP – PART 1” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16) 

 
•  For the last four chapters, (1 Corinthians 7-10), Paul’s been dealing with matters that deal with: 
  
1. Our Personal Walk 
 (a) Marriage (7:1-40)  
 (b) Meat (8:1-11:1) 
 (c) Money (9:1-27) 
  •  Companionship for life, consistency in lifestyle, compensation for living.  
 
•  He was addressing the issues that pertain to our personal walk. 
 
Now, Paul turns his attention to matters dealing with: 
2. Our Public Worship 
 -  Chapters 11-14  deal with the subject of public worship. 
 -  Some say it doesn’t matter how we worship –the Bible gives us complete freedom to do whatever 
 we want. 
 -  Others find vexing restrictions in certain verses to defend their personal preferences. 
 
•  In the next four chapters, Paul will deal with the issue of How We Are To Worship. 
 -  In Chapter 11, he talks about two primary things: 
  #1 – Order in the Fellowship 
  #2 – Order at the Feast (the Lord’s Supper) 
 
•  In Chapters 12-14, Paul will deal with the issue of the gifts God has given to His people. 
 -  He’d already told the Corinthians they didn’t lack any spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 1:7). 
  •  They were a gifted church.  But they weren’t a godly church. 
 
•  Remember, this is a church of young Christians who’d come out of the carnality and corruption 
running rampant in the city of Corinth. 
 -  Even though they’d been saved, they still struggled.  (Really struggled!) 
   
•  The fact is, this was one of the most messed up churches you’ll ever find. 
1.  There were divisions in the church.  They were choosing up sides with different leaders (C/1 & 3). 
2. They loved God but still looked to the world for wisdom (C/2) 
3. They struggled with arrogance and pride (C/4) 
4. They tolerated open immorality.  A man in their church had taken up with his father’s wife (C/5). 
5. They were taking each other to court and some were continuing to live in immorality (C6). 
6. They were having all kinds of issues with marriage, divorce, unbelieving mates, etc. (C7). 
7. They struggled with knowing whether certain things, not specifically addressed in Scripture, were 
 right or wrong (C/8 & 9)  
8. Many  had become overconfident in their Christianity and were in danger of falling (C/10). 
  
•  When you come to chapters 11-14, you quickly discover they’d made a mockery of the Lord’s Supper 
and a mess with the spiritual gifts God had given them. 
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•  The result was a church that instead of impacting the culture was facing the danger of implosion. 
 
The church at Corinth was not the pattern you want to follow. 
 -  In fact, Paul spends the majority of his time confronting and correcting them. 
  •  You have to keep that in mind as you study the book of 1 Corinthians. 
  •  This is not a “how to do it” book. 
   -  Rather it’s a “what in the world were they thinking book?” 
 
•  The Corinthian church wouldn’t serve as a good pattern for anyone. 
 -  But what Paul shares here is for everyone.  We can learn from their mistakes. 
 
•  Paul encouraged the Corinthians to learn from the mistakes of the Israelites (C/10:6, 11). 
 -  We would do well to learn from the mistakes of the Corinthians. 
 
(1) A PRINCIPLE TO BE UNDERSTOOD (1 Corinthians 11:2-5) 
 -  Paul commends them for remembering him and respecting what he taught (vs. 2). 
 -  Despite their immaturity and many problems, they submitted to Paul’s apostolic authority. 
 -  The basic problem in the Corinthian church wasn’t doctrine but their daily living. 
  •  They loved God but struggled to live godly lives. 
  •  They kept turning back to the world for wisdom and wound up doing foolish things. 
 
•  In this case, it was their misunderstanding of the roles of men and women in the church. 
 
The KEY VERSE is vs. 3.  Paul states the principle clearly and concisely. 
 -  The principle of submission and authority pervades the entire universe. 
  •  There’s an order to everything in God’s creation. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:40, “Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” 
 
 (a) The human order of things (vs. 3a) 
  •  “The head of every man is Christ.” 
  •  “The head of every woman is man.” 
 
 (b) The highest order of things (vs. 3b) 
  •  “The head of Christ is God.” 
 
•  In the church, there’s to be a clear contrast and we’re not to confuse our God-given roles. 
 -  In the world, they do just the opposite.  (Surprise!!) 
   
 -  It’s all about equal rights, equal time, everything’s to be equal.  Everything’s to be the same. 
  •  Blur the lines between male and female.  There’s not to be a single difference. 
 
Who do you think is behind all that?   
 -  Doing away with the uniquenesses and distinctives we’ve been given by God? 
 
ILL.  I remember being in Europe years ago and wanting to go to the restroom and walking into a unisex 
restroom.  Women and men walking in and walking out.  (“No thank you!”) 
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What are the roles for men and women in the church? 
1. The man is to display his seniority (vs. 4) 
 -  Seniority doesn’t imply male superiority or female inferiority. 
  •  It’s simply a statement of God’s ordained order. 
 
Vs. 4.  If a man covers his head, Paul says, “He dishonors his head.” 
 -  He’s talking about Christ. 
 
•  Ironically, even today a Jew reading the Torah in the synagogue will put on a cap known as a 
yarmulke.  Some of the stricter Jews always cover their heads in public. 
 -  So, when Paul wrote this, it struck a blow to the Judaizers who were forever trying to corrupt 
 Christianity into a mere extension of the Jewish religion. 
 
2. The woman is to display her submission (vs. 5) 
 -  The woman’s head refers to the man.  By covering her head she acknowledged her being under 
 authority.  
 
Vs. 5.  If she doesn’t cover her head, it’s just as though her head were shaved. 
 -  That’s what the temple prostitutes did in Corinth. 
  •  “We’re available.”  “We don’t answer to anyone.” 
 
•  These verses make it clear that women were involved in the public worship of the church. 
 -  But whatever they did was always in submission to the Word of God and the leadership 
 roles God had clearly established. 
  •  No woman was to usurp the authority of her husband or of other men within the church. 
 
A PRINCIPLE TO BE UNDERSTOOD ...   
(2) A PRACTICE TO BE UNDERTAKEN (1 Corinthians 11:6-15) 
 -  The idea of women covering their heads or men not covering their heads is not a cultural 
 thing or a quaint, Corinthian custom. 
 -  There was a pertinent principle at stake here and God wants it to be the practice of our lives. 
  -  It’s the principle of headship. 
 
 (a) Women are to display their covering (vs. 6) 
  •  An uncovered head would be a sign of disobedience (vs. 6a) 
   -  “I am my own authority.  I submit to no one.  No one is responsible for me but me.” 
  •  A covered head would be a sign of obedience (vs. 6b) 
   -  “I willingly submit to the authority of God and the leaders he has placed in my life for  
   my own good.” 
 
ILL.  Like the owner’s manual for your car.  Usually no one reads it until something breaks. 
 -  Too often it’s the same way with the Word of God.  (God knows what’s best for us.) 
 
 (a) Women are to display their covering (vs. 6) 
 (b) Men are to display their calling (vs. 7) 
  •  Men are to leave their heads uncovered as a sign of their headship over women and also  
  as a sign of their submission to the Headship of Christ. 
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•  Men were created in the image and glory of God (vs. 7a). 
 
Verse 7b.  “But the woman is the glory of man.” 
  What does that mean? 
  1. There’s an order in creation (vs. 8-9) 
   - There’s a definite order in creation.  We can’t change or improve the way God did it.  
   -  Man was created in the image of God.  Woman was created from man. 
    •  There’s a clear difference both in order and in purpose.  
 
•  The man was created directly for God.  The woman was created directly for man. 
 -  Both were created to bring glory to God. 
 -  We do that best by following the practice of God’s divine principle of headship. 
  1. There’s an order in creation (vs. 8-9) 
  2. There’s an order in Christ (vs. 10-12) 
   -  Jesus is reestablishing and reaffirming God’s order in the church. 
 
Paul makes two interesting points: 
#1 Someone’s observing (vs. 10) 
 -  Verse 10.  “For this reason and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of  
 authority on her head.”  (The angels are watching to see God’s order reestablished in the church.) 
 
•  In the beginning, God made man to be ruled from his head and woman to be ruled from her heart. 
 -  That doesn’t mean women can’t think or that men can’t feel.  (We’re just made different.) 
 
What Satan did in the garden of Eden was reverse God’s order. 
 -  He appealed to Eve’s head and raised doubts in her mind about what God had really said. 
 -  He appealed to Adam’s heart.  He loved Eve, listened to her and looked at her. 
  •  He wasn’t deceived.  He knew what he was doing. 
 
• That’s why the Bible says, “through one man’s disobedience” (Romans 5:19) sin entered the world. 
 -  Eve didn’t get the blame.  Adam did. 
  
#2  Something’s obvious (vs. 11-12) 
 -  God made men and women dependent upon each other (vs. 11). 
  •  And made both dependent upon Him (vs. 12). 
 
Verses 13-15.  You don’t need an apostle or divine revelation to figure out how this ought to work. 
 
A PRINCIPLE TO BE UNDERSTOOD, A PRACTICE TO BE UNDERTAKEN ... 
(3) A PROMISE TO BE UNDERLINED (1 Corinthians 11:16) 
 -  Paul seemed to realize this teaching would be unpopular. 
 -  “Lovers of strife.”  (Some people love a good argument.) 
  •  Here’s Paul’s point:  “I promise you this, there’s no good argument to change God’s plan or  
 to improve God’s plan.” 
  
•  Our job isn’t to argue about God’s plan or attempt to improve it.   
 -  Our job is simply to obey it.  Whatever God says that’s what we’re going to do.  Period. 


