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“FIRST CORINTHIANS” Series, Message #20                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“DINNER WITH DEMONS” 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 10:14-33) 

 
ILL.  In 1986, Frank Peretti published a book called, THIS PRESENT DARKNESS.  One reviewer said:  
“Peretti’s book set a suspenseful standard in spiritual warfare story–telling that has rarely been met by 
his contemporaries.  
 Set in the innocent small town of Ashton, This Present Darkness follows a preacher and a 
newspaper reporter as they unearth a New Age plot to take over the local community and eventually the 
entire world.  
 Nearly every page of the book describes sulfur-breathing, black-winged, slobbering demons battling 
with tall, handsome, angelic warriors on a level of reality that is just beyond the senses. However, 
Christian believers and New Age demon-worshippers are able to influence unseen clashes between 
good and evil by the power of prayer.  
 Peretti’s violent descriptions of exorcisms are especially vivid: “There were fifteen [demons], packed 
into Carmen’s body like crawling, superimposed maggots, boiling, writhing, a tangle of hideous arms, 
legs, talons, and heads.” This book is not for the squeamish. But for page-turning spiritual suspense, it's 
hard to beat.” 
 
•  Peretti’s book was clearly a work of fiction.  And you won’t agree with everything he says theologically. 
 -  However, his book did get people to visualize the reality of demons in our world.   
  
In Ephesians 6:12, Paul warns, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.” 
 -  Most people still have a hard time believing there are actually demons in our world today. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1, Paul told Timothy, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” 
 
•  Last week, we saw Paul’s warning about becoming overconfident in our Christianity. 
 -  1 Corinthians 10:12. “So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” 
  •  Verse 13.  Temptation is going to come.   
  
When it comes, remember two things: 
 1. It’s Common To Man (vs. 13) 
  •  All temptation comes from one of three sources: 
   1. The lust of the flesh 
   2. The lure of the world 
   3. The lies of the devil 
  •  There are no new tricks or traps.  It’s always the same old stuff.  It’s “common to man.” 
 
 When temptation comes, remember: 
 2. It’s Controlled By God (vs. 13b) 
  •  “God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” 
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Verse 14 begins with “Therefore ...”  (We need to find out what the “therefore” is there for.) 
 -  It’s clear from verse 14 the temptation Paul had in mind when he wrote verse 13 was “idolatry.” 
 
•  The Corinthians knew all about idols and idolatry. 
 -  On the hill overlooking the city was the temple of Aphrodite where 1,000 male and female 
 prostitutes performed illicit acts, all in the name of worship.  (Venus, the goddess of love.) 
 
Ray Stedman said,  “These Christians had once been idol worshipers, bowing down before these 
images, offering sacrifices to them, their lives being controlled by the fear and the philosophy of the 
Greek and the Roman pantheons of gods.  I do not think that the apostle is concerned that they are 
going to go back to bowing down to an idol.  That is not what he means when he says, ‘Flee idolatry.’  
What he has in mind is not bowing and scraping before an image, but succumbing to the temptation to 
enjoy again the atmosphere found at the idol temple.  There were a lot of fun things going on with 
regard to idolatry that some of the Corinthians, at least, were hoping to be able to hang onto.  The 
temple was regarded as the most exciting place in town.  There you could get the best food, served up 
in the open-air restaurant.  There they had the wildest music and all the seductive pleasures of wine, 
women and song.  If you wanted to enjoy yourself in Corinth, therefore, you went out to the temple.” 
 
John MacArthur: “Its not accidental or incidental that the first two of the Ten Commandments are 
prohibitions that have to do with idolatry.  If we do not have the right view of God, nothing else can be in 
the right perspective.  Idolatry includes much more than bowing down or burning incense to a physical 
image.  Idolatry is having any false god – any object, idea, philosophy, habit, occupation, sport, or 
whatever that has one’s primary concern and loyalty or that to any degree decreases one’s trust in and 
loyalty to the Lord.” 
 
•  Paul’s been dealing with the issue of how we determine what’s right and wrong in the areas of life that 
appear to be gray areas – where there’s no specific “thus saith the Lord” either to do it or not do it. 
 
•  The tenth chapter concludes with a summary that defines our responsibility as Christians. 
 READ 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1. 
  1. Do everything for the glory of God (vs. 31) 
  2. Don’t cause anyone to stumble so that they may be saved (vs. 32-33) 
 
(1) OUR SPIRITUAL RESPONSIBILILITY (1 Corinthians 10:14-22) 
 -  Our #1 priority in everything ought to be to honor and glorify God. 
 -  In verses 14-22, Paul contrasts the difference between the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 
 
 Notice two things:  (a)  Our Participation   (b)  Our Separation 
 
 (a) Our Participation (vs. 14-20) 
  •  Paul’s not being sarcastic.  He’s addressing “dear friends” who are wise enough to  
  understand this on their own (vs. 14-15). 
  •  He uses the Lord’s Supper as an illustration. 
   
When we observe the Lord’s Supper in worship we’re doing at least three things: 
1. We’re recognizing and remembering what Jesus did for us on the cross (vs. 16a). 
2. We’re declaring that everything in our lives is bringing glory to Him (vs. 16b) 
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•  We’ve been saved by Him, sanctified by Him, sustained by Him and, to the best of our ability, we are 
submitting to Him and His Lordship on a daily basis. 
 
3.  We’re reaffirming our love and commitment to His body, the church (vs. 17). 
 -  We’re not only identifying ourselves with Christ at the Lord’s table, we’re also joining with every 
 other child of God in a declaration of our unity. 

-  We’re saying, “There’s not another Christian in the world with whom I’m not in fellowship.   I  love 
the people of God and this is the testimony of my daily life.” 

 
•  Paul warned about the danger of overconfident Christianity. 
 -  Some thought as long as they’d been baptized and as long as they showed up for worship and 
 participated in the Lord’s Supper they were secure. 
  
•  The Corinthians were making the mistake of thinking as long as they did the right things, like 
participating in the Lord’s Supper, God would be pleased with them, even if they went on to participate 
in the idol feasts with their Corinthian friends. 
 
John Piper: “This is frighteningly close to the way millions of professing Christians view the Lord’s 
Supper today – as a grace dispenser, a sacramental antidote that immunizes against all forms of worldly 
idolatry.  If you show up and eat and drink, you are safe.  And the rest of your life can be just as 
entangled in secularism and sin as all the rest of the world.” 
 
 (a) Our Participation ... 
 (b) Our Separation (vs. 21-22) 
  -  If we participate at the Lord’s table and continue to do things in our daily lives which don’t  
  bring glory to God we’re guilty of the worst kind of hypocrisy. 
  -  Vs. 21, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons, too.” 
   
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Paul is saying a Christian must live so completely for God’s glory that nothing in his life 
will be inconsistent with glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is calling us to live for Christ and to turn 
away from everything that is wrong.  Attachment to Christ requires detachment from the world.” 
 
•  When Paul talks about the “table of demons” he’s talking about them going to pagan temples. 
 -  Vs. 20.  We shouldn’t be communing (sharing) with devils or demons in anything. 
  •  Communion is sharing in fellowship.   
  •  Whether it’s with the Lord and the Lord’s supper.  Or with demons in some other activity. 
 
• There are some places Christians shouldn’t go.  Some things Christians shouldn’t do. 
 
•  We have to ask ourselves, will this person, place, action or activity bring me into fellowship with the 
powers of Satan? 
 -  You can’t have lunch with the Lord and dinner with demons.  It won’t work. 
  •  You can’t have it both ways.  Christians are to be separate. 
 
•  The doctrine of separation isn’t taught much anymore. 
 -  People don’t talk a lot about holiness anymore. 
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God does!  Hebrews 12:14, “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.” 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1, “Since we have these promises dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.” 
 
Verse 22.  God wants and deserves first place in our lives.  He’s a jealous God and won’t let us try to live 
for Him and for the devil at the same time. 
 -  Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24). 
 
•  When we try to glorify God in our lives and try to participate in things that are inconsistent with the 
Christian life, we’re in effect “dining with demons.” 
  
•  Idolatry occurs whenever anyone or anything becomes more important to you than the living God. 
 
So, we have a SPIRITUAL RESPONSIBILITY to “flee from idolatry.”  
(2) OUR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (1 Corinthians 10:23-33) 
 -  Our lives are inextricably linked to both lost people and other Christians.  No one lives in a 
 vacuum. 
 
 The first thing Paul says is: 
 (a) Our actions shouldn’t block others from Christ. 
  •  Even the things that might be permissible may not be beneficial (vs. 23). 
  •  We should always be concerned with the good of others not just our own good (vs. 24). 
  
Here’s the danger of idolatry:  It denies our commitment to Christ, provokes and awakens the jealousy 
of God and injures our brother or sister who is trying to work out his or her own walk with the Lord. 
 
•  Some Christians go to the extreme and isolate themselves from the things and people of the world. 
 -  God has called us to be separated, but not isolated. 
 
Verses 25-26.  Paul says, “Go to the market and buy meat without any hesitation.” 
 -  Verse 27.  “If an unbeliever invites you to a meal eat whatever is set before you and don’t  
 make a big deal out of it.” 
  •  We’re to live our lives right out in the middle of the world, just the way it is. 
 
Verse 28.  If they say something about it, then refrain. 
 
•  If someone makes an issue about the matter and says they were testing you to see how far you’d be 
willing to go, then make your convictions known right away. 
 
•  Meat sacrificed to idols doesn’t connect with our culture like alcohol does. 
 
ILL.  If someone came to my home for dinner they will never be offered alcohol.  We don’t have it in our 
home. 
 -  If someone came to our home for dinner and brought their own alcohol, we’d graciously and 
 respectfully ask them to leave it in their car.  We don’t serve it in our home. 
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•  But, if I’m in someone else’s home and they have alcohol, I don’t say a word to them about it. 
 -  If they would pour me a glass, I’d just say, “No thank you.  I don’t drink.” 
 
•  I’ve been with people who I knew just wanted to see how far I’d be willing to go. 
 -  I let them know my convictions right up front. 
 
Verse 32. “Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God.” 
 -  That covers everyone. 
 
 Paul says: 
 (a) Our actions shouldn’t block others from Christ. 
 (b) Our actions should bring others to Christ. 
  •  Vs. 24.  “Nobody should see his own good, but the good of others.” 
  •  Vs. 33.  “Even as I try to please everybody in every way.  For I am not seeking my own 
  good but the good of many so that they may be saved.” 
 
Two verses summarize everything Paul has been saying since Chapter 7: 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31.  “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
 
If you do that ... 
•  You won’t have to worry about whether it’s right or wrong. 
•  You won’t have to worry about offending a weaker brother or sister in Christ, or even a lost person. 
 
 -  “Dinner with demons?  No thanks.  I don’t even want a snack with demons!” 
 
•  Just make up your mind you’re going to live the kind of life that honors and glorifies God no matter 
what. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1. “Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.” 
 
Jesus lived his life to please God. 
 -  John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent me and to finish His work.” 
  
•  Paul did, too.  Here’s how he put it:   
 
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer life, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live 
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
 


