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JESUS used parables for two reasons:

1. To ________________ the truth from some people.

2. To ________________ the truth to other people.

1. THE _____________________ (verse 18)

2. THE _________________ (verses 19-23)

a. It’s a __________________ seed.

b. It’s a __________________ seed.

c. It’s a __________________ seed.

3. THE ________________ (verse 19)

We need to plant the ______________ of God’s Word into 

the ______________ _____________.

Four basic responses:

a. The _______________________ heart (vs. 5 & 12)

b. The _______________________ heart (vs. 6 & 13)

c. The _______________________ heart (vs. 7 & 14)

d. The _______________________ heart (vs. 8 & 15)

Her _______________ toward JESUS had changed and her _________ was changed.
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PRAYER REQUESTS _______________________

“The Shocking Truth About Your Own Heart”



For the week of April 23.

GETTING STARTED________________________ 

1. Who’s the best listener you know and why? What’s the difference 
between hearing something and listening to something?

2. What causes atrophy? Are there areas in your spiritual life that have 
atrophied?

 

DIGGING DEEPER _________________________

1. Why do you think so many people heard the words of Jesus but didn’t 
understand them?

Do you see similar things happening in our culture today? In what ways 
do you see people hearing Jesus’ words but not listening?

 

What is it about Jesus and His message that makes Him hard to listen to?

 

2. In The Parable of the Sower, Jesus explains the seed is the Word of 
God. What do the following passages tell us about this seed? Why is it 
important to plant the right seed?   

•      Romans 1:16

•      2 Timothy 3:15-17

•      Hebrews 4:12

CONNECT GROUP HOMEWORK
What are the dangers of changing the seed (Galatians 1:6,9; Revelation 
22:18-19)?

3. Why is the condition of a person’s heart so important?

•     Psalm 119:11

•     1 Samuel 16:7

•     Matthew 12:34

How would you describe your heart? Is there anything you need to do to 
make it more productive?

4. When we share our faith with others, we are the farmer planting the seed. 
What help do you get from this parable about sharing your faith?

What are important steps in the cultivation of the heart (1 Corinthians 
3:5-7)?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION __________________ 

1. Why is it not enough just to hear the Word of God? Is there something 
you’ve been hearing and not doing? What does putting it into practice 
reveal about our commitment to Him? 

2. How can we actively prepare our hearts to make us ready to receive 
the Word of God? Before worship? Before Connect Group? Before our 
personal time with God?
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