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1. A SINFUL WOMAN (Luke 7:37-38)

2. A SELF-RIGHTEOUS PHARISEE (Luke 7:39)

“There’s a SINNER in my house, but there’s NO PROPHET here.”

Two things stand out:

1. There was a sinner in your house before anyone came over.

He could see everyone else’s sin, but couldn’t see his own.

2. There’s no prophet of God here.

3. A SIMPLE STORY (Luke 7:40-50)

Salient points from this simple story (vs. 44-42):

1. Their debts differed dramatically.

2. Neither could repay the debt they owed.

3. Both were extended mercy and the debts were forgiven.

Those who have been forgiven the most love the most.

Some of the greatest SINNERS have become the greatest SAINTS.
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18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
19You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder! 20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart 
from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that faith was 
active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24You see that 
a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25And in the same way 
was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26For as the body apart 
from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION __________________ 

An attitude of self-righteousness is completely contrary to the Gospel. 
How can we grow in humility so we don’t look down on others or judge 
them? (Remind ourselves what we’ve been saved from, give God glory 
in all things - the more you focus on God the less you’ll be judging 
others.)

PRAYER REQUESTS _______________________
 

CONNECT GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to the Spring Season of Connect Groups! » This season is 8 weeks 
long and ends on May 27.

Group Covenant » Make sure you complete the GROUP COVENANT together 
in your first meeting. Drop off your completed covenant at any Welcome 
Center on Sunday or scan and email it to debra.hills@crossroadschristian.org.



For the week of April 2.

GETTING STARTED________________________

1. What’s the most radical story of forgiveness you’ve ever heard? 
(LEADERS NOTE: Be prepared to share a story yourself to get people 
talking, if necessary.)

2. Tell about when someone showed you forgiveness. How did this impact 
you? Has it changed how you extend forgiveness to others?

 

DIGGING DEEPER _________________________

1. Read Luke 7:36-50. Describe the difference between the Pharisee and 
the woman. (The Pharisee is self-righteous, inconsiderate and proud. The 
woman is grateful and humble.) How easy is it for believers to fall into 
Simon’s kind of thinking? (The longer some of us are believers the easier 
it can become to forget what we’ve been saved from. Then we look down 
on others.)   

How can a “holier than thou” attitude be destructive to a church’s witness 
in the community? (It can cause us to be judgmental and not embrace 
people where they are. It can cause us to build walls to keep people out 
instead of bridges to bring people in.) 

What attitude should prevail among believers in regards to sinners? (An 
attitude of love, grace and compassion - a heart that wants them to know 
the transforming power of Jesus, etc.)

2. What phrase in Paul’s description of himself in 1 Timothy 1:12-16 stands 
out most to you and why?

CONNECT GROUP HOMEWORK 1 Timothy 1:12-16: 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our 
Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though 
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I 
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace 
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 
16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life.

How does our view of sin affect how we view what Jesus has done 
for us? (When we see our sin as an affront to a holy God we will have a 
much greater adoration and appreciation for Jesus removing our sins. If 
we fail to see ourselves as sinners, or don’t see that sin is a big deal, then 
we won’t be as grateful for Christ’s sacrifice or realize it’s necessity, etc.)

3. Psalm 51 gives us an amazing picture of King David realizing his own 
sinfulness and asking for forgiveness after Nathan confronted him. As 
you read Psalm 51:1-13 write down any statements or thoughts that are 
important to you when dealing with your own sin. 

How is David’s response similar to or different from how you usually deal 
with your sin?

4. Read Luke 7:48-50. Why did Jesus say this woman’s sins were forgiven? 
(becuase of her faith) What is the basis of our salvation? (our faith in Jesus 
Christ) What is the evidence (James 2:14-26)? (Our faith lived out through 
good works)

James 2:14-26: 14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is 
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.


