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FOREWORD

As part of its programme of activities in 1980, the Enfield Youth 
Group devoted one evening to the subject of “The Christadelphian’s 
Relations with the State”.

During the evening several young brethren gave an “answer for 
the hope within them” in response to searching questions from a 
“prosecutor”.

“The Christadelphian Stand on Conscientious Objection” was 
the subject of an introductory address to the Young People.

It was felt that the material presented during the evening 
warranted reproduction. Within this booklet will therefore be found 
the introductory talk and an extract from the “trial” of a brother 
whose “way of life” was not consistent with his profession. To these 
have been added several appendices.

We wish to acknowledge the source of the appendices, which 
have been drawn from The Christadelphian magazine, February 
1980; April 1980 and the Logos magazine; April 1965 and December 
1964.

Apart from the references cited in this booklet, the reader may 
wish to extend his reading through the following sources Elpis Israel 
p. 110-115 — The Peace and Safety Cry; The Christian’s Relations 
with the State K. Malcolm Pook; The Christian and War J. B. Norris; 
Test Case for Canada E. R. Evans.

Our expectation is beyond the present order of things,“Looking 
for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:13-14).
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INTRODUCTION

The basis of “Conscientious Objection” is conscience. Our 
conscience must stem from the Word of God; if we use any other 
basis it will fail. The subject of this booklet is vital in an everyday 
sense — even in the absence of military or National Service conscrip
tions. Each one of us is striving to develop a “good conscience toward 
God” and it is necessary that we are consistent in this development. 
Our conscience must be sensitive and responsive to the guiding of 
the Word — “The words of the wise are as goads and as nails fastened 
by the masters of assemblies which are given from one shepherd, and 
further by these my son, be admonished” (Eccles. 12:11), ensuring 
that we are religious conscientious objectors to all forms of evil, not 
just military service.

Without doubt this subject involves males and females. In this 
feminist oriented world the authorities will not hesitate to conscript 
women into the forces. In the ecclesia, sisters have equal responsi
bility to “work out their salvation”. Our lives must be led in such a 
fashion as to be “in the world but not of it”. The “standing up for my 
rights” of modem society is opposed to this principle and it also 
mitigates against the very idea of conscientious objection. The same 
applies to lawsuits and other court action. As Brother Roberts 
described the correct attitude — “If we must face any penalties, 
unless we choose to break the law of God let the penalties be paid. If 
we must be killed and all our families with us, unless we forfeit the 
approbation of our Lord and master and lose eternal life at his 
coming, let us die at once. We are not to consider consequences at 
all: it is a mistake to handle the question of duty (to God) with any 
secondary consideration whatever”.

Consider the issues presented in this booklet. Note that Christa- 
delphian communities throughout the world are preparing for the 
inevitable day when conscription to serve the countries in which we 
live is introduced. Our prayer is that the Lord Jesus Christ will return 
before that time. The nearness of that coming is greater reason to 
prepare our conscience than fear of conscription. The references 
cited in this book will help to give direction to your thoughts but the 
real effect will come from meditation on the Word of God and the 
expositions we have quoted.

This work is not exhaustive. It should spur you on to further 
study of the Word and it should fan the fires of your faith. Brethren 
of Christ in South Africa are imprisoned for their conscience. Many
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members of Australian ecclesias have been before the courts to 
defend their stand: some through the penal systems both here and 
overseas. Most European countries have a harsh conscription system 
which brethren suffer under. Learn from the steadfast example of our 
forbears as Solomon commanded: “My son, attend to my words, 
incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine 
eyes: keep them in the midst of thine heart” (Prov. 4:20,21).
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The Christadelphian Stand On 
Conscientious Objection

The following talk was presented by Bro. Barry Williams in May 
1980 to the Enfield Youth Group and it draws together the relevant 
principles affecting our attitude to the issue of military and other 
service to which we have a conscientious objection. Several of the 
points are made more than once in the address and these particulars 
should be noted with special care. As you read through the address you 
will find reference to the book “Dr. Thomas: His Life and Work”. It is 
recommended that you read the passages noted (from chapter 48-50). 
The book “Without The Camp” (Bro. F. Jannaway) is also cited and 
would make useful reading if it can be obtained. The overriding theme 
of Brother William’s remarks can be expressed in the words of the 
apostle Peter: “I will not be negligent to put you in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them” — learn from these words as you 
carefully ingest the message.

“The subject before us is a very important one. In the February 
issue of the Christadelphian magazine of this year, (1980 see Appen
dix I) there was an article by a New Zealand brother who emphasised 
the need to prepare for the possibility of military conscription. There 
was also a letter to the editor indicating that the brotherhood in 
England was preparing for the possibility of conscription, although 
they did not see it as being an immediate problem. It is necessary that 
we also bear in mind that conscription could be a reality in Australia 
at any time. The principles of religious conscientious objection are 
however not restricted to military service, but can be applied in all 
avenues of our life.

It is important that we remember that the very name of our 
community, “Christadelphian’^ was bom amidst military conflict. 
The purpose of coining a name to describe the community which we 
know as “The Christadelphians” was due to the American Civil War. 
In 1864 our name was selected in order to describe the group of 
brethren who were presenting themselves for exemption on both 
sides of that war, the North and the South. Our very name therefore 
was bom amongst the problems of military service.

It is very important that we remember that Christadelphians are 
religious conscientious objectors to military service. There are many 
other types of conscientious objectors. There are the pacifists who 
believe it is wrong that one should ever engage in any sort of violence
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to other people. We are not pacifists. There are those who say that 
they have an objection to a particular war, such as the Veitnam war or 
the Korean war. They are conscientious objectors. We are religious 
conscientious objectors to military service both combatant and also 
non-combatant. There other conscientious objectors who only object 
to combatant service. It must clearly be stated that we are firstly 
religious conscientious objectors and that our objection is both to 
cobatant as well as non-combatant service. Remember that in our 
“Doctrines to be Rejected”, clause 35 it is specifically stated: “We are 
at liberty to take up arms in the military, in the navy, airforce or to serve 
as police constables”. That is a doctrine to be rejected — we are 
therfore not at liberty to serve in these capacities. That is our positive 
stand which has been maintained for more than one hundred years.

It is also important that we remember that our religious objec
tion to military service is one which is based only on the New 
Testament. Christadelphians normally appeal to the whole Bible, but 
if we present ourselves as religious conscientious objectors based on 
the whole Bible we will lose our case. We are religious conscientious 
objectors based upon the teaching of Jesus Christ as found in the New 
Testament.

The basis of our objection is the difference between the king
dom of men and the kingdom of God. We must remember these two 
kingdoms. There is the kingdom of men in which we live now and the 
kingdom of God which we expect to be established upon the earth. 
The kingdom of men is designed to elevate man, whereas the 
kingdom of God is designed to elevate God. Although we now live in 
the kingdom of men we are not of this world. Paul writing to the 
Romans in chapter 12 says “Be not conformed to this world but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your minds”. The kingdom of God 
we anxiously await, desiring to be part thereof. As far as the kingdom 
of men is concerned we do not fight for that, but we know that we are 
prepared to fight for the kingdom of God when our Lord comes. John 
18 verse 36: “Jesus answered, my kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world then would my servants fight that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews, but now is my kingdom not from 
hence”. We will fight for the kingdom of God when our Lord comes, 
but we will not fight for the kingdom of men now. We know that the 
kingdom of God will be established on the ruins of the kingdom of 
men. Remember that we are not pacifists because we are prepared to 
fight for God’s kingdom which we know will soon be established 
(Psa. 149).
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We are not objectors to warfare. We simply object to our 
involvement in the warfare of the kingdom of Men. Let us never take 
the stand that we are objecting to warfare for God uses warfare in 
order to establish and control the events which take place in the 
world today.

I have a few extracts that I would like to show to you or read to 
you. Here is a passage written by Dr. Thomas “His Life and Work” 
page 216 — “There is not a single passage in the scriptures bidding 
Christians to defend any government on earth. They are commanded 
to be subject to the higher powers, to pay tribute, to render to all 
their due ... to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work, to speak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers but gentle, showing goodness to all men”. Nowhere 
in the Bible are we commanded that we should assist the govern
ments of this world in their warfare. The reason of course is that we 
cannot serve two masters. Jesus Christ said that in Matthew 6 verse 
24.

“What would happen,” some ask us, “if a whole country such as 
our country embraced such ideas as this?” It is important that we 
see, brethren and sisters and young people, that Christianity was not 
designed for nations but for individuals, who are preparing to be part 
of a new nation which will be established in the age to come. 
Christianity was not designed as a national religion. It was designed 
to separate individuals, for “God is calling out from among the 
nations a people for His name” (Acts 15:14). We are as Paul says in 
Hebrews chapter 11 verses 13 to 16 strangers and pilgrims, having 
nothing whatsoever to do with the rulership of this particular world. 
The New Testament tells us specifically that we are to love our 
enemies (Matthew 5 verse 44). That can’t be done in the army 
because the principles of Christianity are directly opposed to the 
principles of military warfare.

We are not, however, opposed-to military warfare in itself — 
only to our involvement in that warfare. Brother Thomas said 
“Citizenship that begins in heaven overrides everything else in its 
claims and obligations. Yahweh has called us to His kingdom and 
glory to which our allegiance is due primarily and absolutely. Our 
advice to the brethren was: ‘Be not enrolled; go to prison rather . . . 
fear not their threats?’ The remainder of the quotation is based upon 
the Civil war in America “....Unionist and Secessionist can go only 
so far as God permits, who will doubtless overrule the times for the 
good of His people, and His own glory” (Dr. Thomas: His Life & 
Work p. 217). What we have to do is to remember that we are 
strangers and pilgrims preparing for the time of the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s coming.
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The precepts of war are that men resist evil treatment from 
others but Christianity tells us not to resist evil. The precepts of war 
are to “hate thine enemy” but Christianity tells us to “love our 
enemies”. We are told in the world to recompense to our enemies 
evil for evil but our Lord tells us to “recompense no man evil for 
evil”. The principles of war tell us to avenge ourselves of those who 
oppress us or rebel against us. “Beloved”, we are told in the 
scriptures, “avenge not yourselves”. The world tells us, not to submit 
to insults, injustice, cruelty, whereas our Lord tells us to “give place 
unto wrath’,’ for it is written “vengeance is mine, I will repay said 
Yahweh”, but the military says “vengeance is ours WE will repay”.

“I cannot forbear adding in view of these and other similar 
scriptures, that it is my solemn conviction before God, that a 
Christian engaging in, or encouraging war, whether offensive or 
defensive does so in open violation of every precept of Christianity 
bearing upon his conduct in this respect” (Dr. Thomas: His Life and 
Work p. 216).

It is important, however, to have a right attitude toward those of 
the general public who join the armed forces. In the book “Without 
the Camp” by Brother Frank Jannaway (p. iv) and published as a 
record of the brethren’s stand in England during the First World 
War, he states “Let it be remembered that nothing that is contained 
herein is intended to discountenance a Briton joining the army and 
fighting for his country. The author considers it not only the duty of a 
Briton but his privilege to do so, and it is unpatriotic to say the least 
for such an one to stand idly by while such a ruthless enemy as 
Germany threatens to destroy his own country. This book is only for 
Christadelphians whose kingdom is “not of this world”. Christadel-

Jihians are simply strangers and pilgrims until their king, the Lord 
esus Christ returns from heaven. Then at his command they will be 
ready enough to “take the sword,” but till then, they know that the 

“servants of the Lord must not strive.” They are neutrals, they never 
vote (which is incidentally, an excellent point in our case). In all other 
respects they have to be subject to the laws of the country; and thus 
every bonande Christadelphian, although not permitted by his Lord 
to fight, will do his best in civil life to help the land of his birth in its 
hour of distress”.

We are not critical of those in society who enter the army. Our 
position is different to theirs, for we are strangers and pilgrims ready 
for the coming of the Lord Jesus to this earth.
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Our objection to non combatant service is exactly the same as for 
combatant service. Both require swearing of oaths of allegiance to 
the Crown and we may give unqualified obedience to none else than 
the Lord Jesus Christ and his Father. Non combatant service is not 
always as “non combatant” as some would imagine. Having sworn an 
oath of allegiance one can be required to bear arms under emergency 
conditions. My own father, who was not a Christadelphian, was a non 
combatant ambulance driver and was required under an emergency 
to carry a rifle. No army will go into action unless it has the non 
combatant medical and other teams ready to follow it up. Dr. 
Thomas said, speaking of the brethren of Ogle County, “Their 
determination is to be shot at their own doors rather than serve in the 
armies of the north and south”.

Let us remember that a sacrifice has been made for us. Men in 
the battle field sacrifice their lives, but the sacrifice of God’s Son has 
brought us into a master-servant relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We cannot give unqualified service and allegiance to any 
other. Let us remember then that as strangers and pilgrims, we are to 
be separate from this world. For that reason — in addition to the 
need to love our associates — we refuse to take part in combatant and 
non combatant military service. The fact that we do not vote is an 
additional point in our stand that we are separate from the kingdom 
of men patiently waiting the establishment of the Kingdom of God 
upon the earth.
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Consistency
In addition to the address cited, a mock Tribunal was staged and 

several young brethren were arraigned before a “Prosecutor” who 
questioned them as to their stand and their reasons for taking that 
stand. An extract from one of the scenes is cited below:

Prosecutor: “Will you please briefly explain to myself and to the 
court why you are standing here as a conscientious 
objector.”

Defender: “My objection to military service both combatant and
non combatant is based upon the Bible. It is the inspired 
word of God. The Lord Jesus Christ himself instructs the 
true believer very clearly in John Chapter 18. In John 
chapter 18 verse 36 “My kingdom is not of this world. If 
my kingdom were of this world then would my servants 
fight”. Here it is quite clear that I cannot fight until 
Christ’s kingdom does come. Christ’s kingdom is not of 
this world but in a future age. I must live my present life 
according to the words of Titus chapter 2. For there it 
states in Titus chapter 2 verse 11 to 13 “For the grace of 
God which bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts 
we should live soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world looking for that blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of the great God and our saviour Jesus 
Christ”. I look for that blessed hope and the glorious 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, so I must serve God 
now. Matthew chapter six verse 24 says that no man can 
serve two masters, and Paul expanding on this talking 
about our service to God appeals to the true believers in 
Romans chapter 12. In Romans chapter 12 verse 1 “I 
beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God 
that ye present your body a living sacrifice, holy accept
able unto God which is your reasonable service”, and he 
goes on to say in verse 2 “And be not conformed to this 
world”. I then must serve God and am not able to be 
conformed to this world, so then with all my heart I can 
express the words of Acts chapter 5 verse 29, the words 
of Peter the Apostle where he says “That we ought to 
obey God rather than men”.

Prosecutor: “Mr. we’re going to ask you a few questions
which we will ask that you answer honestly, to the 
uttermost, which will testify to the court. The first
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Defendant:
Prosecutor:

Defendant:

Prosecutor:

Defendant:
Prosecutor:

Defendant:
Prosecutor:

Defendant:

Prosecutor:

Defendant:

question Mr. , tell me,was it wrong for kings
such as Hezekiah to defend their nation against maraud
ing evil nations?”
“No.”
“What would God think of a nation defending itself 
today against another nation which came to burn and to 
destroy?”
“First of all there is the distinct difference between the 
nation of Israel and the true believers of today. They 
were under the Law of Moses and we are under the 
Commandments of Christ. Besides this, the nation of 
Israel is the people of God, and, in the times of the kings 
they relied upon God for instruction including such 
matters as defence and warfare whereas the nations 
today — their aims are designed only to maintain human 
government. The people of Israel do not look forward to 
God’s kingdom as the true believers do today, but the 
armies of the nations today, they war the one with the 
other not thinking of God’s will at all. Also, taking into 
consideration that it is inevitable that nations will war in 
our day we must think that God has his . foreseen and 
unchangeable purpose that he will fill this earth with his 
glory. Never mind what the nations might desire to 
accomplish now, only the words of 1st of John chapter 2 
apply. 1st John chapter 2 verse 17 “And the world 
passeth away and the lusts thereof, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever”.
“Mr. before we go on, do you mind standing to
attention in this court?”
“Yes sir.”
“I have with me here a Christadelphian herald. The title, 
‘War with Russia is Inevitable’ — is that one of your 
Heralds?”
“Yes.”
“It states to me that Russia will invade the Middle East. 
Is that correct? Do you believe this?”
“Yes I do. Ezekiel himself in his 38th chapter, spoke of 
that very nation by name as coming against the nation of 
Israel as a cloud to cover the land.”
“Mr. , that booklet also tells me that Russia
will be destroyed in Israel — by whom Mr. ?”
“Russia will be destroyed upon the mountains of Israel 
by Christ and the saints. The very words of Paul in 1st of 
Corinthians and in chapter six and verse two are: ‘Do ye 
not know that the saints will judge the world’.”
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Prosecutor:

Defendant:

Prosecutor:

Defendant:
Prosecutor:

“Mr. , who are these saints that you are talking
about?”
“Your honour, the .saints are the ones who have been 
called out and sanctified by God, to hold his truth and to 
maintain total separation from the world, that in all 
things we might do His will.”
“Do you think consistency is an important factor to be a 
saint, or as you are virtually telling me, a Christadel- 
phian?”
“Yes! Most certainly, vour honour.”
“I have with me here, Mr. , a police report! Let
me just outline a few details from it for you. Concerning 
your past behaviour: October 8th, 1976 — picked up by 
Police for dangerous and reckless driving in such a 
manner as to endanger the lives of others. September 
12th, 1977 — your car was defected for the following 
ILLEGAL accessories: overwide wheels, dark tinted 
windows, and non-standard motor. Really separate isn’t 
it Mr. ? November 24th, 1979 caught for
speeding on a 60 kilometre per hour zone. Reason for 
speeding: I’m late for the picture show. I have also with 
me here a record from Mr. Slater your foreman, who 
states most proudly that you mix very well with all the 
people at work and that you are a keen supporter of 
your sports and social club by engaging in all the 
functions that they hold.
Mr. , either you’re not a Christadelphian or
you’re a hypocrite. How can you answer that and stand 
here before the court as a conscientious objector? Mr 

will you kindly take your seat.”

You will no doubt have perceived that the knowledge and confi
dence of the defendant was impeccable. Apparently the Prosecutor 
was satisfied. However, what became palpably obvious at the conclu
sion of the prosecution was that the Truth held by the defendant was 
merely academic. He was well versed in its precepts; he was able to 
quote chapter and verse but it was “the little things” which tripped 
him. Most of us are not apprehended for speeding or dangerous 
driving but it is a certainty that many have sped and not been caught; 
enjoyed the social advantages of our place of employment or taken 
some other liberty (Hebrews 11:25). What could a prosecutor say in 
this regard of us — or more importantly — what will be our lot at the 
Judgment seat of Christ? Truly a matter of life and death.

* It should be understood that the substance of this ‘report’ was fictitious.
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Appendix
Letter from Christadelphian Magazine, February, 1980

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
We Christadelphians are conscientious objectors (1 Pet. 3:16,21, 

and margin) to all forms of evil doing. Primarily this has been 
manifested publicly, in times past, in regard to military service (Matt. 
26:62; 2 Pet. 2:20; cf. Luke 22:36) and by some in regard to trade 
union membership. There has been a notable revival of emphasis on 
exemption from military service, probably because of increasing 
world tensions observable.

Consistency Necessary
In this respect consistency throughout the Brotherhood is very 

necessary — that we speak with one unified voice, as individuals, as 
ecclesias, and as One Body in Jesus Christ. In New Zealand, for 
instance, our name was once written into the Statutory Regulations 
(as well as the Quakers). This was early in the days of World War II. 
Public pressure later caused the name to be removed. This episode 
showed not only the standing the Body had attained in Government 
eyes but also how Government policy could be changed by pressure.

Recommendations on reading “Without the Camp” and re
ferences to the stand taken byfrrethren in the past are good, but not 
adequate beyond establishing sound basic principles and the value of 
history as a precedent. Our consistent stand has been recognised by 
the authorities, while some other bodies have tried to gain exemption 
on the basis of sect doctrine, but without success.

In some details those experiences of die past were governed by 
circumstances at the time. There was some recognition of religious 
principle, some genuine desire to display fairness, though it was not 
always very effectual. Practice also varied in different countries. 
Today, compulsory military training in peace time is being advocated 
as an antidote to gangs and gang violence.

Times have changed materially, a fact we must recognise in the 
application of established principles in today’s world, which is 
practically heathen. With less and less church-going there is apathy 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ. Women’s search for equality with 
men has led to changes quite unforeseen: for example women in the 
army, navy and air force, though as yet without combatant duties. 
Sisters are therefore affected, or are likely soon to be. Public 
attitudes to protesters of all kinds are more liberated nowadays, but 
can easily change again. One consequence of this is that many more 
will be attempting to climb on the “band-waggon” and claim 
exemption.
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A Strong Force
Trade Unionism has become a very strong force, invading and 

regulating the lives of people, especially in strikes, meetings, bans, all 
coupled with compulsory union membership. In such cases a brother 
or sister is under very great pressure to conform, in view of union 
powers to ostracise or expel. The employer can, of course, be advised 
that we are conforming only under duress. In the unlikely event of 
the union being agreeable to our continuing on essential work, such 
as maintenance of the plant, then we are free to do so.

The one great thing which has not changed is opposition to the 
Truth’s obligations.

We think a cataclysmic World War III is about to occur; in such 
case nations in their extremity may well be none too particular about 
rights and wrongs in their need for “person power”.

In seeking exemption from military service, each applicant must 
have a personal conviction, not a political objection. His conviction 
must be his own, not one learned parrot fashion from the ideas of 
others. So he (or she) must know his Bible, to be able to give 
Scriptural answers, quietly confident in the rightness of his case. 
Regulations require Tribunals to ascertain each applicant’s own 
conviction. Those of new members of the Body are especially closely 
searched, and must be expressed in their own terms, not those of a 
formula they have been taught.

Conscientious Objection — a Way of Life
As a basis, consistency with our way of life is absolutely 

essential. Know this — that the world by observation knows you, 
perhaps better than you do yourself. Tribunals have made enquiries 
about our way of life, so choose wisely your daily occupation, your 
company, and use leisure time in those activities which will be found 
consistent with our profession as citizens-to-be of the Kingdom of 
God. A Tribunal’s first endeavour will be to find some chink in the 
armour (Rom. 13:12; 2 Cor. 6:7), some inconsistency to discount our 
sincerity.

Members of Tribunals will all be anxious to avoid the granting of 
exemptions. “Reverends” will be ready with catch questions old and 
new (Luke 22:36; 2 Sam. 22:35,40; Psa. 144:1). They come from 
churches which have abandoned Christ’s teaching in order to please 
the world, for example, in church services held at times to suit 
sportsmen. In some cases clergymen advocate the use of force. Trade 
Unionist members of tribunals come from a background of hardline 
tactics, with no care for the individual. Their attitude is based on the 
philosophy that all must yield to the State or the Union. Military men 
of today are also less religious and therefore less considerate than 
those of the past, who were often devout if misguided men. However,

16



despite their obviously antagonistic attitude, the tribunals have a 
legitimate function to perform as an arm of “the King”, so they must 
be regarded with due deference and respect (1 Pet. 2:17; Rom. 13:1- 
7).

The attitude of both brethren and sisters, even when faced with 
unacceptable alternatives, must nevertheless be. reasonable and 
respectful (1 Pet. 3:15). When alternative services are offered we 
should be on guard against slick evasiveness. Non-combatant services 
may be represented as unobjectionable with the suggestion, “Other 
bodies accept it, so why shouldn’t you?” A way of life consistent with 
our profession is the best, sometimes the only defence (Eph. 6:11,13- 
18; 1 Pet. 3:10-14). Thus when we decline to take an oath (Matt. 5:34- 
37; James 5:12), we can be confident if in daily life we never use 
expressions, such as “By gosh” (God), or “Gee” (Jesus), or “By 
Heaven”. Another persuasive tactic may be to say “YOU don’t have 
to take the oath. Your country takes it for you”. However applied, it 
is still an oath, and we will have nothing to do with it. When refusing 
to wear a uniform we are better off if we have already takien“the 
whole armour of God” as our uniform. Likewise, when we do not 
vote or take part in politics, we can reasonably refuse to serve to keep 
those institutions safe.

A Fellowship of Need t
We are all involved in this now, more than ever before. Besides 

work direction Sisters as well as Brethren are likely to be drafted for 
the armed forces. Older people, too, can consider themselves as 
likely to be called up for the Home Guard, Emergency Precautions, 
Civil Defence, National Safety, Firewatching, Ambulance and 
similar services. Work direction will affect most of us.

All brethren and sisters will therefore need the support and good 
counsel of other brethren and sisters. The young especially should 
recognise this, even though they may think themselves to be vigorous 
and strong in faith.

Finally, may the Lord our God bless us with faith, strength and 
courage to do our part, as assuredly as He will do His.

J. J. Morgan (New Zealand)
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APPENDIX II
Letter from Christadelphian Military Service Committee 
to the Ministry of Defence (April, 1980 Christadelphian)

From the Joint Secretaries:
F.E. Mitchell
John Marshall 21st March 1980

CHRISTADELPHIANS & MILITARY SERVICE
Our Committee met recently and decided that a restatement of 

the Christadelphian position on military service should be sent to 
your Ministry. The present seems an appropriate time for such a 
letter in view of the recent announcement by the American President 
and the debate in our own House of Commons concerning the need 
for a register that could be used in the event of military call-up 
becoming necessary.

The Ministry of Defence should possess in its archives records of 
the War Office’s dealings in the past years with the Christadelphian 
body. These relate to both the 1914-18 War and the 1939-45 War as 
well as to the subsequent period during which conscription con
tinued. More recent dealings have been with your own Ministry. 
These have concerned the position of men already serving in the 
Forces, or Reservists, who, having embraced the Christadelphian 
faith, seek release from their obligations to the Services.

You may consider that the information in your possession is 
sufficient for any future requirements. Nevertheless we hope you will 
accept this further letter which may assist you, and us, in providing a 
document of reference in the event of HM Government deciding, 
after all that a Register is necessary.

Christadelphians took full advantage at the time of the pro
visions of the Military Service Act 1916 and the National Service 
(Armed Forces) Act 1939, relating to exemption from service on 
ground of conscientious objection. They were able then to demon
strate that throughout the history of their body objection to involve
ment in the armed services had been a cardinal element in their 
beliefs. Such conscientious objection was recognised during both 
wars. As a result, apart from occasional difficulties, every bona fide 
Christadelphian had his name (or her name) on the Register of 
Conscientious Objectors confirmed either without conditions or on 
the condition that he (or she) undertook specified work of a civil 
character and under civillian control. In the experience of the 
Christadelphians involved at the time the machinery operated from
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1939 onwards was both efficient and fair in dealing with their 
religious conscientious objection to military service.

We would urge therefore that, if and when Registration for 
national service is again embarked upon, similar provisions for 
conscientious objection should be made and that the earlier recogni
tion given to the Christadelphian position in relation thereto should 
be continued.

It is accepted that, in time of war, abnormal demands are made 
on all citizens to help the nation survive and that this must affect their 
freedom of action. Christadelphians would not seek to evade such 
demands where they do not conflict with conscience over service 
involvement. Indeed they regard it as a primary obligation to “do 
good unto all men”. Their past service in agriculture, forestry, 
health; mining and like activities is well known.

In the 1939-45 war civil defence and fire service did cause some 
worries, especially when it was thought that men at certain fire 
headquarters were likely to be armed against the possibility of enemy 
invasion; Christadelphians serving as firemen were ready to register 
their objections to becoming involved. New problems of a similar 
kind could well arise in any future war, whether nuclear or not; the 
former demarcation between the military and civil defence services 
might be abandoned and civil defence become part of the military 
scene and under military orders. In that event, when seeking to 
maintain their objection to military involvement, Christadelphians 
would have to extend their objection to any subsidiary services that 
were incorporated in the military organisation. They would feel 
obliged to look for other ways than civil defence in which to 
contribute to the welfare of the country in which they live.

We would emphasise again that Christadelphians do not wish to 
enjoy the benefits this country offers whilst escaping the duties it 
requires. They place first, however, their duty to the Lord Jesus 
Christ who, they believe, will not have his servants fight.

If there is any further information you would wish of us, we shall 
be happy to supply it. Or if an interview with your staff would be 
desirable on your side, we should be most ready to present ourselves 
at your convenience.

We are sending a copy of this letter to The Secretary of State for 
the Home Department.

Yours faithfully,
F. E. Mitchell 
John Marshall 
Joint Secretaries
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APPENDIX III

Conscription — A Time To Be Alert
In the present state of international tension, when it is generally 

acknowledged that World War III is imminent, the possibility of call
up for military service becomes very real. President Carter has 
warned that it may be necessary to introduce the “draft”, Parliament 
in Britain has debated the need to draw up a register of those eligible 
for national and military service. At the time of writing it seems that 
the U.K. Government has no immediate intention of introducing 
conscription. It would be unpopular and expensive; and it is suggest
ed that modern warfare has to be conducted by the professionals and 
that it is no time to distract them by having to train conscripts.

A False Sense of Security
We could well be lulled into imagining that we shall not need to 

make a stand for our conscientious objection. But this attitude would 
be irresponsible. As nations begin to prepare war and wake up their 
mighty men, beating the ploughshares into swords and their pruning- 
hooks into spears, we know that the day of the Lord draws near; we 
know that, in one way or another, we shall be called to account by the

Eowers that be. It is quite likely that many Christadelphians will again 
ave to appear before tribunals; but even if we were to escape that 
confrontation with the authorities, there will be other situations in 

which we shall have to make our stand — in front of our employers, 
before trade union officials, with our friends and neighbours.

The days of ease and tolerance are running out. We live in a 
world — in the West at least — where the trend is towards more 
conservative, right-wing regimes which may have little patience with 
religious objectors. Those who object to military service on purely 
religious grounds are likely in any case to be outnumbered by 
pacifists who are pacifists for other reasons, or for no specified,reason 
at all; and in order to deal with these, governments may have to take 
a tough line with all objectors. Our own case may not have the 
sympathetic hearing we have enjoyed in former times.

A Time for Preparation
The Military Service Committee met recently and we await their 

report. Meanwhile it is time for us all to recover the sense of 
distinction which sets us apart from most of our fellows in the world, 
to remind ourselves of our higher allegiance, and of the command
ments which forbid the taking up of arms, or any association with

20



violence. It is time for ecclesias to be awake to their responsibility to 
counsel and encourage those of eligible age who may, possibly at very 
short notice, be called upon to give an answer for the hope that is 
within them. There is a place for such topics on the Bible Class 
programme. Why not a “Mock Tribunal” at the Mutual Improve
ment Class? Our objection is not a source of shame. It is an 
opportunity to witness to a dying world.

The folio wing extracts are taken from the Logos issues 
of December 1964 and April 1965.

The Gospel of the Kingdom in Relation 
To Existing Governments

The Australian Government desires to introduce conscription for 
military service, which will involve younger brethren and sisters. For 
over one hundred years Christadelphians have maintained that such 
allegiance to the cause of country is a denial of our allegiance to Christ. 
The following article is an account by Brother Thomas of lectures he 
gave at Halifax, Novia, Scotia, in 1851, touching upon this matter—

“On the following Sunday, we spoke of the approaching over
throw of all governments, which were essentially usurpations of the 
rights of God, and political embodiments of the evil and sin of the 
world wherever they existed. They were incorporations of the power 
of those who, as the Scriptures say, ‘destroy the earth, ’ that is, the 
people. That the purpose of God is to take possession of them, and to 
destroy the destroyers; and to assume the government of the world 
Himself, when the kingdoms shall become His and the Kings whom 
He shall appoint to rule the world in righteousness; for the first time 
it will have been so ruled since nations and kingdoms have existed 
upon the earth.

We readily admitted that we did reflect upon every government 
extant, imperial, regal, and republican; and should rejoice in succeed
ing to detach many people from allegiance to them. By this, however, 
we did not mean to say that we would advise them to rebel against 
authority, or, if in state of rebellion, that we would promote it. We 
inculcate the duty of all we succeed in detaching from their allegiance, 
being peaceable and quiet subjects of whatever government they may 
happen to live under; for the apostle saith: ‘Let every soul be subject 
to tne higher powers.’ We seek to transfer the allegiance of their 
hearts from the god of the world, his governments, and their honors 
and glory, to the God of the future state, to his King, and to His
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kingdom and glory. We do reflect upon the world’s governments. 
They are all absolutely evil, and only relatively to one another good, 
better and best. They are usurpations of the rights of God who, being 
the creator and benefactor of men, has alone the right to rule them 
for His own glory and honor, which is impossible so long as the 
dominion of the world is in the hands of its present rulers. He gave 
men ‘dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth and upon every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth’ (Gen. 1:28); but He reserved to 
Himself the sovereignty over man whom He had ‘created in His own 
image after His own likeness.’ But they rebelled against Him, and the 
result thus far is the history of the past. We reflect on all govern
ments, because, furthermore, they rule for the aggrandisement of 
their own selfishness, and not for the promotion of truth, righteous
ness, and the good of the people. Still, evil and wicked as they are, we 
do not wish to see them dethroned by the people, who would 
probably do no better; yet if they did rebel, we would do nothing 
against them, neutrality in respect of all belligerents being the duty of a 
Christian until the Lord come. We desire the establishment of a holy, 
righteous, and just government over the whole earth — a universal 
dominion that shall comprehend all nations, and make them sing for 
joy and gladness of heart, because of the blessedness they experience 
under its reign. But this is at present impossible; for neither have the 
world’s rulers nor the people, intelligence, wisdom, virtue or power 
enough to accomplish it. We, therefore, and all we can induce to 
swear allegiance to Yahweh’s King, are passive and calm observers of 
events. We take part neither with the people nor their oppressors, 
but protest agains the wickedness of both. In Rome, Vienna, St. 
Petersburg, or Constantinople, though we abhor all their tyrannies 
with profound disgust, we ‘render to them all their dues,’ if their 
demands do not necessitate the violation of the divine law, for ‘it is 
better to obey God than man,’ come what may. We bide our time. 
We wait with patience the coming crisis — the time of action for the 
saints. The people and the governments will have fought out their 
battle when the Day of the Lord shall come. Down-trodden, crushed, 
destroyed, the ruled will be hopeless of redemption by the hand of 
man. The triumph of evil and its wickedness will be great (Joel 3:13); 
but the power of Him, who shall bind and punish it (Rev. 22:2) will 
be greater. A glorious day will that be to them whom we shall honor 
‘to execute the judgment written’ (Psa. 149). The period of inactivity 
will have passed away; and the power of the enemy shall no longer 
‘prevail against’ the saints of God. The sword of the avenger will then 
be committed to them, and ‘they shall take away his dominion to 
consume and destroy it unto the end.’ (Dan. 12:26).

— The Christadelphian, 1883.
Reprinted from Logos December 1964
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The Christadelphian’s Relation to the State
Compulsory Military Service, abandoned some years ago by the 

Australian Commonwealth Government, has now been reintroduced 
in a more intensive form. Whilst service under the old legislation was 
limited, it now operates over an extended period of five years and 
includes one continuous two-year period. This serves to highlight the 
anxiety with which the authorities view the current world scene, and 
the time is therefore appropriate to restate the Christadelphian 
attitude of opposition to military service, whether combatant or non- 
combatant.

At present, registration for military service is confined to those 
young men who become 20 years of age during 1965, but it is clear 
that, with the worsening international situation, and the proximity of 
Australia to East Indian and Far Eastern trouble spots, this could be 
changed overnight to include those older as well as younger.

Whatever liability may be imposed upon the individual by the 
State, no Christadelphian (of whatever age group) is exempted from 
the necessity to know and be able to state clearly from the Bible the 
reasons that underlie his opposition to military service, and the 
following notes are designed to assist towards that end.

In our Statement of Faith, our rejection of military service 
appears as item 35 of Doctrines to be rejected:

“That we are at liberty to serve in the Army, take part in politics, or recover debts 
by legal coercion.”

The Statement of Faith (clauses 1 to 30 inclusive) sets out our 
positive belief in the Kingdom that God will set up on this earth 
through Christ, after first overthrowing and subduing all nations, and 
it is on this basis that item 35 above mentioned rests.

It follows, then, that if Christadelphians (and those of the 
Sunday School who are studying for immersion) are to sustain 
successfully their objection to military service, they must become 
thoroughly acquainted with the Statement of Faith.

If it is not already apparent to them, it will then become 
apparent that it is impossible to engage in army service, in any 
capacity whatever. It is quite impossible, consistently, to be any part 
of an organisation designed to defend, uphold and preserve that 
which Christ is pledged to demolish.

Submit To The Ordinances Of Man
1 Peter 2:13-17 states:

“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for tbe Lord’s sake; whether it be to 
the King as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of
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God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and 
not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. Honor all 
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the King.”

An analogous piece of instruction is to be found in Romans 13:1-. 
7, which commences: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God. The powers that be are 
ordered (mg.) of God.”

The command is to “submit to every ordinance of man,” and the 
question that quite naturally arises is that, if compulsory military 
service is one of man’s ordinances, would it not be disobedience to 
refuse to submit to it? If “the powers that be” have laid it down that 
compulsory military service is a civil obligation, is one not flouting 
the principles of true holiness by withholding oneself from it? This 
type of reasoning has only to be pressed to reveal its folly, for if God 
requires every human enactment to be enforced, He would endorse 
the enforcement of the “legal” anti-semitism of Nazi Germany, the 
atheism of Communist Russia, or the Inquisition of Roman Catholic 
Europe. Every time Babylon the Great inebriated herself by drinking 
the “blood of saints” and of the “martyrs of J.esus” (Rev. 17:6), this 
view of the matter would represent God as standing by and saying 
that this was His will! Clearly, such a view carries its absurdity on its 
face, and if we are not to charge God with error, we must look in 
another direction for the Spirit’s meaning.

All Army Service Opposed
Army service is the State’s way of protecting and maintaining the 

existing order. Christian service (not as so-called Christendom under
stands it, but as defined in the Scriptures) looks beyond the existing 
order. With Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, it “desires a better country, 
that is, an heavenly” (Heb. 11:16). In concept and objective, army 
service and Christian service are mutually exclusive.

The matter could perhaps be allowed to rest there, but to do so 
would be to ignore the comfort that God’s Word gives us on this 
matter, for the problem of the Christian’s relations With the State is 
not a new one, and has been dealt with at some lengths in various 
parts of the Word, not the least of which is Peter’s first epistle.

Our Position Today
From Peter’s first Epistle, we are enabled to see the force behind 

the Master’s desire that we are to be “in the world, but not of it” 
(John 17:14-16). The work of separation that distinguishes the people 
of God from the people of the world is that the former will in no 
circumstances strive either to preserve or to overthrow the State.
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Not that they are uninterested in the State, or in Politics. 
Disinterested, certainly — but uninterested, never! Nor that they do 
not have a battle to fight. On the contrary, they do. They have a 
battle to fight and a service to render, but the battle and the service 
have nothing to do with what men in this day and age regard as 
valuable. It is in the realm of ideas, as when Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 
10:3-6:

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war alter the flesh (for the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong* 
holds), casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
and having in a readiness to avenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfill
ed......”

If flesh and blood could overthrow a city, that is something in 
which it might boast and glory, but not before God (Rom. 3:17). A 
far greater victory is won when the boastful, proud, rebellious spirit 
of man is conquered (Prov. 16:32, Cf. 25:28), for that is a conquest 
contrary to what men normally regard and approve — and where 
none but God can see and approve. This is the “warfare” of the 
saints. The citadel they storm is the citadel of false ideas and human 
passion; the ramparts they seek to throw down are those based on 
doctrinal error and inordinate affection, and the power by which 
victory in these things is gained is “through God,” derived from the 
influence of His Word.

As the true saint continues his pilgrimage during “the times of 
the Gentiles,” he observes the justice and injustice of man, and 
oftentimes, when presented with the latter, feels burdened with 
indignation, and a desire to “right the balance.” But the Voice of 
God warns him that “vengeance is mine, I will repay” (Rom. 12:21). 
The discipline of the Truth demands that the saint must defer salutary 
action of a judicial character to another day: “having in a mind to 
revenge all disobedience, WHEN YOUR OBEDIENCE IS FUL
FILLED.”

Because God only is Holy and Righteous, separate from the 
defilements and excesses of flesh, only He is entitled to act as 
Avenger of blood, and only those who learn what flesh is and 
repudiate it will be used by Him as “the stone out of the mountain 
without hands” which is to smash “the Kingdom of men” and enforce 
on earth “the Righteousnes of God.” Until that day come, we must 
remain the passive observers of much that distresses us, and which we 
would like to see swept out of the way.

There was, however, one over-riding factor in the life of 
pilgrimage that must always be kept in mind, and that is that although 
committed to the payment of taxes (Matt. 22:21; 17:24-27) and other
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“ordinances of men,” these “strangers and pilgrims” were “God’s 
own people” (2 Pet. 2:9 — RSV), and from His viewpoint, in a strict 
legal sense, they were “free” (v. 16). They had “another king, one 
Jesus” (Acts 17:7), and on that account, they could only be judged 
properly by the ordinances of their own country — God’s ordinances.

That is true, but it must also be recognised that their kingdom — 
the Kingdom of God — is not yet recognised nor established upon the 
earth, and meanwhile their lives are lived within the ranks of 
humanly ordered society, in which they are not in a position to insist 
upon their strict “legal” Kingdom rights.*

In this life of pilgrimage, Jews of all types and times, whether 
natural or spiritual, whether then or now, must learn that it is in 
Yahweh’s merciful providence that a regulated society has been given 
within which the life of holiness may be demonstrated. Peter’s “every 
ordinance of men” must therefore be construed as a general term 
which in no way conflicted with his earlier teaching in Acts 5:29, or 
that of the Master in Matthew 22:21, concerning the conflict that 
sometimes exists between the demands of Caesar and God, and that, 
where that conflict does exist, God’s will must prevail.

Logos April 1965

* This statement should be compared with the stand adopted by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Whereas the Christadelphians will not insist upon his legal “rights,” will not 
fight, etc., and adopts that attitude because he is a “pilgrim” taken "out of the 
nations" (Acts 15:14), awaiting the return of his King and the establishment of the 
Kingdom to which he has given his complete allegiance, the J.W. believes that Christ 
has returned, and that the Kingdom is in process of being established, and therefore, 
whilst he will not fight for the powers that be (Satan's kingdom), has no scruples about 
defying the laws or defending himself on the grounds that he is defending the Kingdom 
of God which is now in process of being set up on earth . . .Editor.
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Prepare War!
The dramatic introduction of compulsory military service in 

Australia indicates the increasing awareness that the world is on the 
brink of catastrophe. Only the return of the Lord Jesus Christ will 
prevent complete destruction. The following comments were penned at 
a time of world crisis, and have particular application to our days:

Why We Refuse To Fight
Christadelphians refuse to fight because of Christ’s command

ments, and the illustration he has given, in his own life, or the way in 
which they should be obeyed (Matt. 5:39-44; 1 Peter 2:21-23; John 
18:36). True Christadelphians are prepared, if circumstances call for 
it, to suffer both imprisonment and death for their convictions. They 
are not “shirkers”, “slackers,” “weak-minded cranks,” or “pol
troons.” Their character is unknown to the men who lay such charges 
at their door. Men who talk so glibly about the cowardice of brethren 
forget that it needs more courage and more nobility to bear evil than 
to do it — to endure persecution willingly than to resist it. Christa
delphians do not say that war is not essential. On the contrary, they 
affirm, with Dr. Thomas, that “an army and navy are as necessary to 
the body politic of nations, as at present consituted as the right and 
left arms to the body natural.” Their argument is that the law of 
Christ is arranged for individuals — not for nations — for men and 
women who are prepared to “come out” (Acts 15:14) and take up 
their stand in the world as “sojourners” and “pilgrims” till Christ 
arrives. To maintain this attitude much faith is required, but medita
tion upon God’s Word will give this. That here and there a 
Christadelphian should be found who has given way under the trial is 
sad but not strange. To some the trial is exceedingly great — 
situations in jeopardy, sneers from employers and fellow workers, 
natural tendencies to revenge injustice, are some of the ingredients of 
the situation. Let us be sympathetic and seek to strengthen or 
restore, as the case may be.

— A.T.J.
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