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Chelsea Rocks launches student jewellery
design competition
By Rebecca Butler -  7th November 2022

Lab-grown diamond House Chelsea Rocks has announced the launch of the
“#ROCKTHEPIN” student jewellery design competition.

The competition challenges students to reimagine a lapel pin, incorporating lab-grown diamonds,

inspired by the theme “#ROCKTHEPIN”.

Each submission should celebrate the zeitgeist which focusses on sustainability, affordability, new

materials, styles and creative expression.

The competition will be judged by a high-profile, interdisciplinary panel of judges comprising:

Laura Astrologo Porché, John Benjamin, Avi Levy, Mary Sanderson, Virginia Hui Wang, Rickard

Villard, Olena Mynenko, Thomas Köckeritz, and Sam Okerstrom Lang.

Talking about the brand’s inspiration for the competition, Joanna Park-Tonks, founder of Chelsea

Rocks explained: “Much has been made of laboratory grown diamonds, both in the media and

research, being a “Gen Z” and “millennial” topic.
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“My vision is to engage directly with this demographic by providing a direct design platform for

student expression, creativity and for our part, deep listening to the voice of a generation.

“Laboratory grown diamonds (LGDs) have come of an age when sustainability and climate change

are at the top of everyone’s mind and every company has an imperative to respond to these

issues.

“While LGDs carry a number of so-called “eco positives”, it will be interesting to see how this

demographic responds to the ascendancy of this segment and whether these sentiments will be

reflected in their designs.”

Entrants can design and submit a scaled drawing, computer render or video.

To accompany the submission, entrants must create a 60-second TikTok video and write a short

100-word statement.

The TikTok video should include the #ROCKTHEPIN hashtag, tagging @chelsea_rocksdiamonds,

and detail each entrant’s creative process, inspiration and iterations.

The 100-word statement should provide commentary which contextualises the creation.

Park-Tonks continued: “The sky is the limit as regards to the design – as long as the badges,

“diamond pins”, do not refer to any political symbol and contain at least 60% diamond content.

“The inclusion of other materials, e.g., hard enamel is encouraged, though no imitation gemstones

are permitted.

“We recognise that younger generations delight in mixing traditionally “high” and “low” materials

and encourage maximum artistic freedom.

“Moreover, we wanted to make this competition open to jewellery, fashion and design students,

irrespective of geographic location, as we also foresee that there will be interesting cultural

interpretations of this design brief from different parts of the world.

“This cross-pollination of ideas will only enrich a fertile design output.”

The winner will receive a manufactured version of their diamond design as a gift at a dedicated

event in May 2023, a 2-month unpaid design secondment with Chelsea Rocks developing a

winning pin collection, an online training session with an award-winning gemmologist, a private

tour of a renowned jewellery collection, as well as print and social media exposure.

An additional version of the winning design will be manufactured and auctioned for charity.
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Hannah Buisman, head of special projects added: “Diamonds have been symbolic of love and

unity for centuries, and this competition aspires to unite mediums, ideas and inspirations from

across the world.

“#ROCKTHEPIN is set to be a fascinating nod to the universal talent of young people, as well as a

unique insight into what is important to the next generation of leaders and global citizens”

The competition has already received entries from some of the UK’s leading arts universities,

including Central Saint Martins, University of Arts London (UAL) and the University of Durham.

Entries close at midnight on Saturday 31 December 2022 and the winner will be announced on

Tuesday 14 February 2023.

Chelsea Rocks is looking to appoint student ambassadors to promote the competition at colleges

or universities.

The #ROCKTHEPIN competition is being held in association with the Lab Grown Collective – a

community for the professional advancement of young professionals in the lab-grown diamond

industry.
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