
SIX SIMPLE STEPS
TO BUY BETTER WINE

Drink better, not more

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL
This may sound obvious, but many wines have

useful information on their back labels. You will

likely have an idea of what you like, whether it's

bold and fruity, fresh and light, oaked or unoaked.

Most labels will give you info like this, helping steer

you to a wine you will enjoy.
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LOOK BEYOND EYE LEVEL  2
Again this may seem obvious, but we all tend to

take the line of least resistence. Brand, shops and

supermarkets know this and place the items they

wish to push at eye-level. Look beyond and you'll

find bargains and gems (see above to narrow down

the selection to those you will love).

EXPLORE 'OTHER'3
Don't be afraid to venture to the wine section often

labelled as 'Other'. This section will usually be

made up of lesser-known countries and varieties.

These wines are not necessarily 'on trend', but that

defintely does not dictate quality. As a result, you

can find great wines and often at lower prices.

DECANT YOUR WINE5
While decanting won't turn a £5.00 bottle into a

£50.00 wine, it will help make a wine open up and

taste better. By doing this you are aerating the

wine and encouraging the flavours to emerge fully.

Decanting doesn't have to be fancy, a jug will do.

NOTE: this works just as well for both whites and

reds.

BEWARE DISCOUNTS6
If a wine is on offer it doesn’t mean you have to buy

it. Ask yourself the question - 'am I the recipient of

a great deal or a wine that wasn’t selling?'. If a wine

you like is on offer, go for it, but just be mindful.

Also consider that a reduction is not a bargain if it

actually represents the true price of the wine.

GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR4
We are not suggesting you spend beyond your

means, just to consider how much actual wine you

are getting for you money. Even if you buy an £8.00

bottle of still, light wine c.£3.60 is going straight to

the taxman. Factor in the retailer's margin,

logistics, labelling, bottles and corks etc, and it

doesn't leave much for winemaking!


