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STANDS, CASES, AND CONTROLLERS—OH, MY!

Must-Have iPad Gear
BY CONNER CAREY

Twelve South BookBook Travel 
Journal 
($99.99) 

It seems ironically fitting, as the 
paper book’s popularity fades, that we 
should carry our tablets like undercov-
er agents within the classy, zippered 
facade of an old novel. With space for 
your iPad, power cords, headphones, 
and more, the BookBook Travel Journal 
aims to replace the everyday briefcase. 
At this, Twelve South nearly succeeds, 
depending on the size of your earmuff 
headphones. There is talk of fragile 
stitching not holding the leather exte-
rior together over time, but I’ll take my 

chances: carrying technology around in a book just feels right.

Logitech Type+ Protective Case with Integrated 
Keyboard ($99.99)

Perhaps I’m old fashioned, but I like the feel 
of receding keys beneath my fingers when 

typing. I’ve tried jelly keys in the past and 
quickly returned to my Macbook. The 

Type+ Case is easily con-
nected via Bluetooth 

and boasts a smaller 
width than a 

standard 
keyboard; 
however, 
once your 
hands are 
accus-

tomed to 

the snug placement of keys, it’s easy to forget you’re typing 
on the iPad at all. The keyboard is plastic, so handle with care; 
however, I’ve used mine for a year without any problems. For 
writing and business, there is no other keyboard I prefer.

Ten One Design Mountie for iPad 
($19.95)

Though I originally set out to review Ten One Design’s 
Magnus Stand, I also received the Mountie, a side-mount clip 
that latches your iPad to your Macbook, giving you screen-by-
screen attachment. I fell in love with the Mountie immediate-
ly. After figuring out which rubber insert fit most snugly with 
my devices, I easily secured my iPad into place and reveled in 
the possibilities. Whether you're writing, editing video, or mo-
bile conference calling, with the Mountie, it feels as though 
you have two desktop computers working as one. Want to 
take it a step further? Use your iPad as a second screen for 
your Macbook with the Duet Display app ($15.99).
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SteelSeries Stratus Wireless Gaming Controller 
($49.99) 

Touchscreen gameplay introduced me to a whole new level 
of frustration. I marvel at the gorgeous programming of even 
the simpler games, yet nearly pull my hair out trying to control 
the car or character parading about that's ultra-sensitive to 
every light touch of my hand to the screen. In waltzes Steel-
Series’ Stratus, designed specifically for gaming on the iPad. 
Any person who’s played consoles consistently will appreciate 
the familiar design. Best suited for smaller hands and ideal for 
portability, the Stratus supports various apps, including market 
favorites such as Final Fantasy and Call of Duty.

iskn iSketchnote Pack 
($179)

A child of the crowdfunding revolution, this Kickstarter proj-
ect is ingenious for the artist or writer with an iPad. The pack 
includes a slate, two pens, and a cover. One can set his or 
her personal notebook on the slate, write or draw, and watch 
the iPad screen mirror the creation. Perfect for digital artistry, 
the iSketchnote is selling like hotcakes fresh off the griddle, 
and, considering how brilliantly simple it is, it’s also relatively 
affordable.

Adonit Jot Mini 
($19.99)

With endless stylus options on the market, I went search-
ing for simple precision in a lightweight stylus that imitates 

an elegant pen and came upon the Jot Mini. Its biggest 
drawback is the blunt plastic piece on the tip, known as the 
Precision Disc, which is there for writing stability. The disc is 
slightly flimsy, although it affords a nice balanced feel when 
writing on the screen, and the Jot Mini twist-off cap (which 
also twists onto the opposite end) should keep the disc safe 
when not in use. 

Miselu C.24 MIDI Keyboard 
($279)

As wide as the iPad is long, the C.24 MIDI Keyboard is 
a musician’s dream. Any musician who travels a lot knows 
how annoying heavy baggage at an airport can be. Boasting a 
two-octave keyboard and the ability to combine multiple MIDI 
tracks into one, this Kickstarter graduate makes on-the-go 
music creation much more feasible. Its ultra-portable design 
makes it perfect for impromptu bursts of inspiration when 
you’re away from your conventional piano, and it works with 
over 500 different apps.

FaviEntertainment 
Pico+ Pocket 
Projector 
($349.99)

Do you remember 
classic projectors? 
The old, clunky ones 
teachers still wheel 
into classrooms, 
barely avoiding desk 
corners as they're 
pushed into place? 
Yeah, me too. Which 
is why the Pico+ 

Pocket Projector caught my attention. Not much larger than 
a smartphone, this is ideal for on-the-go presentation needs. 
The setup directions are confusing and the fan is slightly loud 
when audio isn’t playing; however, the picture boasts up to 
1080p resolution and the versatility of viewing options (with 
support for Wi-Fi, HDMI, SD card, and USB) is exceptional. 
While it doesn’t replace a full-size projector, the Favi Pocket 
Projector is perfect for family movies on the lawn, roundtable 
discussions, and lightweight business travel.
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