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A Special Thank You to DrahtFest Sponsors & Partners

Welcome to iconic 
Northern Michigan

It is with great pleasure and pride 
that we welcome you to DrahtFest 
2022 and the VDD-GNA 51st 
Annual Meeting! Whether you’re 
a seasoned Drahthaar handler or 
just interested in learning more 
about this truly talented versatile 
hunting breed, we’ve worked hard 
to put together a program of guest 
speakers and events that should 
appeal to all. Plus, we made sure 
there are plenty of chances to 
catch up with old friends and make 
new ones over dogs, brews, and 
great food!

P.S. Many thanks to Great Lakes Chapter members Scott Brosier & Adam Baudoux for allow-
ing us to use their photos of drahts throughout this program. 

We know that some of you have 
traveled far and wide to join us 
here in Bellaire, Michigan. We 
hope that these few days will 
prove to be worthwhile.

The DrahtFest Planning Committee, 
Great Lakes Chapter



Sometime in the late summer of 2021, I mentioned to the Great 
Lakes Chapter members that it was time to start seriously thinking 

about the VDD-GNA National Annual Meeting. It was the GLC’s 
turn to host in 2022, and with all of the uncertainties at the time, it 

felt like an uphill battle looming in the not so distant future.

On top of that, I had gotten this email from the national 
chairperson Mike Seckar: 

“You should find a way to make it a well-
attended meeting, keep the costs in mind, 
and raise a bunch of money...  the key is 
to draw a lot of members.   They need 
good reasons to make the trip.  And then 
advertise and promote it like crazy.” 

Mike felt that Group North America deserved an annual meeting 
that was reflective of the caliber and dedication of the handlers 

and dogs. Our goal was to get 100 people to attend.

Might I remind you that being the smallest chapter, we were 
tasked to do what had never before been done: a well-attended 

annual meeting! There was nothing to do but to get organized and 
get down to business. 

We formed a planning committee who for the last 6 
months undertook the tasks of planning a national 
conference: securing a location that could meet all the 
needs of the meeting, enlisting special guests, calling 
for sponsors and silent auction donations, designing 
swag, and managing not just one, but two gun raffles 
to offset the costs of this endeavor. 

By the time you read this, you will already be 
experiencing the result of all that effort: a fantastic 
weekend with great people, great dogs, set in an 
area that many of us are proud to call home. We hope 
that you have a great time here, and thank you for 
ensuring that the VDD-GNA can continue to support 
the hunting and conservation lifestyles that we all 
enjoy.

If you see any of the seventeen GLC volunteers who 
helped make this happen (they will probably be the 
ones running around, looking slightly manic), be sure 
to give them a pat on the back for all of the time and 
effort they’ve put into to ensure that DrahtFest 2022 
will go down in the books as an event to remember.

Waidmannsheil,
Kathleen Gannon
Chairperson, Great Lakes Chapter



Event 
Schedule
Thursday

05.26
3 - 6pm

3:30 - 6:30pm       

Friday

05.27

Arrival & Check-in, Hotel Lobby

VDD-GNA Executive Committee Meeting
Bellaire Ballroom North
National Executive Board and Committee Member meeting. 
Dinner provided. Not open to the public.

8am - 2pm

10am - 12pm    

VDD-GNA Board of Directors Meeting
Bellaire Ballroom North
A mandatory meeting for the National Executive Board and 
all Chapter Chairpersons. Lunch provided.

“The Importance of Shotgun Fitting, Patterning 
and Field Maintenance for Effective Wing 
Shooting”
Del Whitman, D.C. Whitman Gunsmithing
Grand Ballroom, Parlor C

Join expert gunsmith Del Whitman for a hands-on 
demonstration of gun fitting, patterning and maintenance.  
Q&A will follow the presentation. Del is a world renowned 
gunsmith, avid hunter, Orvis Pro Staff and writer for 
Shooting Sportsman Magazine. 

10am - 2pm

1 - 2pm

2 - 4pm

6pm 

Hunting Dog Portraits
Scott Brosier & Adam Baudoux
Grand Ballroom “E”

“For the Love of the Beard”
Anthony Williams, Versatile Hunter & Falconer
Grand Ballroom, Parlor C
Anthony Williams is a lifelong Drahthaar, teckel, falcon and 
pigeon enthusiast. He has been featured on the Hunting Dog 
Confidential  Podcast and also writes for the HDC Magazine. 
He will share highlights from his fascinating life story with 
dogs, birds on his journey to becoming a versatile hunter.

Breed Certified Drahthaar Review
Lakeview Promenade Patio & Field

Brewery Social & Dinner
Shorts Brewing Company

Shuttles will be leaving from the hotel lobby every 10 minutes 
starting at 5:30pm

Saturday

05.28
9am - 12pm

10am - 12pm

10am - 12pm

 

Continuing Education Seminar
Mark Heuer
Grand Ballroom, Parlor F

Hunting Dog Portraits
Scott Brosier & Adam Baudoux
Grand Ballroom, Parlor E

“Wild Game Cooking Demo & Hunting Stories 
from the Arkansas Delta”
Jonathan Wilkins, Black Duck Revival Podcast
Grand Ballroom, Parlor C

Jonathan travels all the way to Northern Michigan to demo 
his wild game cooking skills and entertain us with stories 
about hunting in the Arkansas Delta.

More programming on next page



Saturday

05.28
3pm - 5pm

4:30 - 6pm

6pm 

Continued from previous page

VDD-GNA Members’ Meeting
Grand Ballroom, Parlor C

Meeting of all VDD-GNA members. Open to the public.

Social Hour
Lakeview Promenade Patio

Enjoy beverages over a bonfire with stunning views as the 
sun sets over the Great Lakes. 

Banquet Dinner & Awards Ceremony
Bellaire Ballroom

Join us in celebrating all things Drahthaar with a keynote 
speaker, awards ceremony and buffet dinner. Dine with 
spectacular views of Lake Bellaire and the Great Lakes 
beyond.

Silent Auction & Gun Raffle
Bellaire Ballroom 

Show your support for the VDD-GNA with the silent auction 
during the Banquet Dinner. The Upland Gun Company Gun 
Raffle will be drawn and winners announced.

All official DrahtFest 2022 programming concludes on 
Saturday.
We encourage you to venture out to the surrounding areas 
and see more of iconic Northern Michigan.
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a few 
Highlights...

Jonathan Wilkins
Black Duck Revival

Jonathan Wilkins is the founder of Black Duck 
Revival, a hunting and fishing guide service 
and lodge – built by his own two hands from 
an old church building in Brinkley, Arkansas. 
Jonathan is also a father and husband, 
a next-level forager and cook, a writer 
and working man. Jonathan’s story is an 
American journey; a reclaiming of heritage, 
a celebration of family, hunting and fishing in 
the beautiful and haunted lands of the mighty 
Arkansas Delta. He has been featured in 
Garden & Gun, Outdoor Life, and Meateater. 
He also hosts a podcast of the same name. 
Jonathan will be cooking up orange pheasant 
and pan-seared duck breast in Grand 
Ballroom Parlor C on Saturday.

Del Whitman
D.C. Whitman Gunsmithing

Among the finest gunsmiths at the 
bench today, Del Whitman specializes in 
customization, repair, restoration, stock 
making, engraving, gun fit & stock alterations. 
Prior to starting D.C. Whitman Custom 
Gunsmithing, Del trained in the gunsmithing 
program at Pine Technical College, honed his 
skills at Rigby, and established the gunsmith 
shop at Fieldsport in Traverse City. Del is on 
the Orvis Pro Staff, writes for the Shooting 
Sportsman magazine, and has appeared 
on Project Upland and Orvis Podcasts. He 
is a passionate upland bird hunter. Del will 
be giving a seminar in the Grand Ballroom 
Parlor C on Friday.

Hunting Dog Portraits
by Scott Brosier & Adam Baudoux

Commemorate your canine hunting partner with a 
stunning professional-quality dog portrait! Stop by 
Grand Ballroom Parlor E on Friday and Saturday. Each 
dog will take approximately 5 min. Portraits are $60 per 
dog, and you will receive a high resolution digital image 
that is fit for printing and framing. All proceeds go to 
the VDD-GNA.

Continuing Education
Mark Heuer, Dir. of Judge Development

Anthony Williams
Versatile hunter & falconer

You know him from the Dogs Unlimited 
JGHV Testing DVDs, Mark has 
graciously offered to give a Continuing 
Education Seminar for current judges 
and apprentices to fulfill their “CE” 
requirements and familiarize themselves 
with new rules. These seminars don’t 
happen too often, so here’s your chance 
to join Mark in the Grand Ballroom 
Parlor F on Saturday.

Anthony Williams is a lifelong Drahthaar, 
teckel, falcon and pigeon enthusiast. He 
has been featured on The Hunting Dog 
Confidential Podcast. Williams was born 
in Queens, NY, and his journey has taken 
him all over the States and Canada. 
He splits his time between Washington 
State and Ontario, Canada. Make sure 
to catch his talk on Friday in the Grand 
Ballroom Parlor C.

Glen Blackwood
RGS | AWS

As the Regiaonal Director of Development at the 
Ruffed Grouse Society / American Woodcock 
Society, Glenn is an avid outdoorsman and a wealth 
of knowledge. Dedicated readers of Covers Magazine 
may recognize Blackwood from the book reviews he 
regularly contributes. As owner of Great Lakes Fly 
Fishing Co. in Rockford, Michigan, he has long been 
interested in the outdoor pursuits that bring many 
RGS / AWS members together to celebrate their past, 
present and future. Glen will be attending DrahtFest to 
provide information about RGS / AWS and all things 
related to our outdoor culture. 



Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
Kathleen Gannon & Max Lenhard / Ore Creek 

Veterinary Clinic
Lyndon Roeller & Jane Ko 

Gold Sponsors
Kristofor Brosier / Vom Brosius

Silver Sponsors

James Smith
Patrick & Pam Loetz

John Patrick

Silent Auction Donors
William Good / Vom Mitten 

Kathleen Gannon & Max Lenhard
Tom & Patti Shook

Lyndon Roeller & Jane Ko
Alan & Nicole Hogan

Ashly & Kyle Kolodisa
James Smith

VDD GNA Great Lakes Chapter
Purina

Gun Dog Supply
Soggy Dog Gear

OnX Hunt
Leupold

Wandering Pines Trading Post
Collar Clinic

Whispering Pines Trading Post
Bark Box

Ducks Unlimited
Blood Tracking Dogs LLC

We thank the following individuals & companies 
for their generous support of DrahtFest 2022



Breeder Sponsors

vom Mitten Drahthaar Kennels
Omer, MI

William Good
Mittendrahthaars@gmail.com
(586) 741-9748
Mitten-drahthaar-kennels.square.
site

We thank the following breeders for supporting DrahFest 2022

Deutsch Drahthaars von 
Makoshika
Menoken, ND

Benjamin Sand
sand0658@gmail.com
(320) 290-3190
vonMakoshika.com

vom Brosius Deutsch Drahthaars
Rockford, MI

Scott Brosier
phkscllc@gmail.com 
(616) 874-8459
michiganbirdhunter.com

@mittendrahthaars

@mittendrahthaars

@deutschdrahthaarvonmakoshika

@drahthaars_von _makoshika

@PineHillLLC

@vombrosius 

vom Bullenfluss Deutsch Drahthaar
New Springfield, OH
 
Daniel Carlisle
dcarl2308@aol.com
(330) 550-1004
 



greatlakeschapter.orgvdd-gna.org


