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1. AUGUSTINE, St. Tractatus in Iohannem, Homilies. 14 complete folio leaves of 

which 2 leaves are finely decorated with a painted initial. Mid-twelfth century, 

Italy (probably Tuscany).  

 

Each leaf 435mm x 307mm, double column, 44 lines in an elegant and very neat 

Romanesque bookhand in brown ink. 2 leaves with large 6-line painted drop capitals, ‘D’ 

and ‘Q’ in red, orange, blue and green with inter-twined white vines. Red running heads 

indicating the number of the homily. Some later notes, titles and rubrics in red ornamental 

capitals, original prickings in the margin preserved, vellum slightly cockled, minor spots else 

in excellent condition. Presented in a specially handmade clamshell box.  

 

Italy, first half of 12the century.      £18,000 
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2. BOETHIUS. Commentary on Aristotle, Categoriae; [and] translation of 

Perihermenias.  Two bifolia, in Latin translation, decorated manuscript on 

parchment. France (probably Paris), C13th, first half.  

 

Four leaves (two bifolia), each with single column of 41 lines in a tiny university script, 

paragraph marks in red, rubrics and simple initials in red, numerous tiny contemporary or 

near-contemporary marginal notes and addition, reused on binding in France in eighteenth 

century and with later inscriptions of that period, some leaves with large areas of scuffing, 

some holes and folds, somewhat battered condition, each leaf 225 by 162mm. 

          £3,800 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Boethius Item 2 

 

 

3. CICERO (Marcus Tullius). De Inventione, Lib.1. 3b. A single leaf from a 

Romanesque manuscript, on parchment [France, second half of twelfth 

chentury].  

 

Single leaf with virtual complete single column of 37 lines with only the final line shaved. 

Part 1. 3b of the text. A good and legible early bookhand with a strong 'st' ligature, a 

hariline 'ct' ligature and a few biting curves, larger ornate capitals in the margin, trimmed 

with loss to last line, a large 40mm flap from the binding (blank), overall in good and 

presentable condition and on fine heavy parchment. 158 x 105mm.  

 

France, second half of C12th                  £3,500 
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Cicero Item 3 

 

This is Cicero's earliest extant work and the least likely survival of all his extant 

compositions. It sets out the art of oratory in four books (of which only the initial 

two survive) and was clearly wrtten in his youth. Complete manuscripts are 

known from the Carolingian period onwards but they are excpetionally rare to 

the market and the Schoenberg database records none as having ever appeared on 

the open market and only one in private hands. 

 

4. Cicero (Marcus Tullius). Epistulae ad familiares, 12 rectangular fragments, 

[Southern France or Northern Italy], [mid-fifteenth century].   
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12 rectangular fragments, each c.185 x 120mm., 14-17 lines, initial spaces, watermark close 

to Briquet 6641 (Sienna in 1434-35; Genoa in 1439; Le Puy in 1439-53 and Forez in 

1439/69), recovered from a binding, holed and frayed, stained and spotted, [Southern 

France or Northern Italy], [mid-fifteenth century].    

 

              £3,800 

 

From the correspondence between this Roman politician and orator and 

public and private figures, which provide one of the most insightful views 

of the falling Republic. 

 

 

5.  Sequentiar. Fragment. Latin handwritten on parchment.  

 

Gothic minuscule brown and red and red tint. Upper half of leaf. 2 columns. 175 x 234mm 

with 2 large 2/4 line initials 'S' and 'L' in red, 3 red headlines and 25 red painted initials. 

France, probably first half of 12 century.  

 

£1,750 

 

Fragment of a Latin Sequentials from the 12th century. Visible are parts of the 

rhymes and sequences to the festivals (recto:) De decollationes Johannis baptiste 

(29 Aug) [De na] tivitate Marie [8 Sept] and (9 verso) In exaltationes crucis (14 

Sept) of the liturgical De-sanctis part. The beginning and end of the famous cross 

sequence Laudes crucis attollamus / nos qui crucis exultamus / speciali gloria are 

clearly legible. Adam of s. Victor (died 1146?) is attributed. The joints of the 

former binding are evident with corresponding wrinkles, nail holes and incisions, 
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otherwise only occasional edge stains, some heavily stained and shabby. Some 

worn text beyond recognition or complete loss. Rare High Medieval handwriting 

sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

6. [St. Elizabeth of Hungary] Missal. Two bi-folia from a decorated manuscript 
Missal in Latin on parchment [probably French border with Low Countries, mid-

thirteenth century]  
 
4 leaves (2 bifolia) text not contiguous but leaves probably from same gathering, single 
column, 18 lines of professional early gothic bookhand, capitals touched in red, red rubrics, 
2-line initials in red or blue with elaborate scrolling penwork in contrasting colour 
extending up and down border with leaf-like offshoots in same arranged along a coloured 

bar on either side of a coloured bar and terminating in tiny curling tendrils, some small 
spots and smudges, but overall clean and presentable 195 x 136mm.  
 

£1,500 

 
These leaves are from a handsome book, most probably produced for use in a 

monastic community dedicated to the Third Order of St. Francis, perhaps in the 

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=mss&cm_sp=det-_-bdp-_-author
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Low Countires where they were common. They include offices for the rare saint, 
Elizabeth, princess of Hungary on both bifolia ("Beata elyzabeth filia regis 

hungarorum", the Landgravine of Thuringia and patroness of the Order) as well 
as the local saints Martin or Tours and his successor Brice, and Aldegund and 

Severinus of Cologne. St. Elizabeth died only in 1231 and was canonised on 27 
May, 1235 only a decade or so before this manuscript was written. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7. [St. Theodore of Amasea] Legendary in the Latin hand of the scribe Cundpato 

on parchment [Bavaria (Freising) first half of the ninth centruy]. ex-Schøyen 

Collection. 

Lower half of a leaf from the Cundpato Legendary, single column, 15 lines in the distinctive 

hand of the Freising scribe, Cundpato (fl. first half of the ninth-century, identified by 

Bischoff), small splits to edges and a few holes, small area  of paper adhered to leaf, all 

concomitant with resue in later bnding in the fifteenth century in the monastery of 

Eberhardsklausen near Trier, overall excellent condition on thick and supple parchment, 

205mm x 155mm; in a modern cloth covered card binding.   

 

£20,000 
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Text: This leaf contains part of the Passion of St. Theodore of Amasea, a saint of 

such great antiquity that little can be established with any certainty beyond his 

death in 306. He seems to have been a recruit serving in the Roman army at 

Amasea (modern Amasya, northern Turkey), who refused to join fellow soldiers 

in pagan rites and received a formal warning in punishment. This had little effect 

on his fervour and heproceeded to burn the local temple of Cyybele to the 

ground. For this he was condemned to death, and cast into a furnace. As a 

military sainthe was later adopted by Crusaders as their patron saint, but 

otherwise remained unpopular in Western Europe outside of Rome (where there 

are C6th frescoes in the Church of SS. Cosmas and Damian, and a church 

perhaps dedicated to him from the C7th onwards) and Venice (who received 

statuary pieces represnting him among other Crusade plunder, brought back from 

Constantinople and remaining today in St. Mark's Square).   Scribe: Cundpato's 

work has drawn attention since Bischoff's identification of him (in some 

substantial part from this very manuscript). He was evidently something of a 

virtuoso as a scribe, and certainly confidant enough of his abilities to attempt his 

own signature in Greek and Runic characters in Clm. 6250. He was well versed in 

the new Carolignian minuscule and its simplified and graceful forms. Schøyen 

MS 1819. 

 

 

 

8. Lectionary. A fragment on parchment which has readings from St. Mark 6:3 on 

the recto and St. John 6:5 on the verso. “Cum sublevasset ergo oculos Jesus, et vidisset 

quia multitudo maxima venit ad eum…” [Looking up, Jesus saw a large crowd 

coming toward him,]  70mm x 360mm. A good Romanesque script, first half C12th, 

Germany. Red capital letters. Recovered from a binding..  

 

£1,000 
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There is an early Church feast called ‘Mid-Pentecost’ (mesopentecostes) which has, as its 

reading on the Wednesday of the fifth week, the readings about the Feeding of the 5,000 (the 

two readings here) – “on this Wednesday of the fifth week, the Bahnlesung is interrupted 

for the reading of the story of the Feeding of the 5,000.” The Bahnlesung is the tradition of 

a continuous reading of Scripture which was common in the Lower Rhine region of 

Germany and is consistent with the origins of this manuscript.  

 

 

 
 

9. Haimo of Halberstadt (OSB, d. 853, bishop of Halberstadt), Homiliae de 

Tempore, sermons Most of a leaf and part of the conjoint leaf, 2 columns, 26 lines, on 

parchment, Italy, eleventh century, recovered from a binding. 

 

£1,000 

 

From sermon LXXII, for Easter Monday: Migne, PL, CXVIII, cols. 457-58.  

Bought in March 2006 from Solmi, Fragmenta, Inside the Binding, 2006, no. 15. 
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10. Breviary [Paulinus of Milan]. Leaf from a large and fine manuscript. Breviary 

with lengthy reading from Paulinus of Milan, Life of St Ambrose in Latin on 

parchment. England, early C13th.  

 

Single leaf, double column, 30 lines (above top line) in a strikingly elegant and orderly 

bookhand, showing the mergeing angularity and lateral compression of the high gothic 

while retaining much of the beauty of the Romanesque, with the tail of the capital 'Q' 

ornamented with a widening created by the turning of the nib, the bowl of the capital 'B' 

formed of two mirrored loops with tiny hairline curls at their tips, red rubrics, three large 

initials in blue or red with contrasting penwork and enclosing delicate floral shapes, cockled, 

stained in places and discoloured on reverse, small hole in middle of one column, sections 

cut from corners of blank borders, overall fair and presentable, 350 x 250mm.     

 

£3,000 

 

From Ampleforth Abbey, and identified for them by Robert Weaver of Dulwich 

in June 1975. Deaccessioned in 2010.  This leaf is probably all that remains of a 

notably large and handsome English service book, produced in the first few 

decades of the C13th 
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11. Animal initial with two dogs, from a monumental illuminated manuscript Bible, 

in Latin on parchment [France, last decades of the twelfth century] 

 

Large cutting, with a historiated initial S (opening Senior gaio karissimo … the opening of 

III John from the Canonical Epistles) formed of gold and enclosing swirls of blue, green and 

white acanthus leaf foliage ending in complex multi-lobed coloured leaves, a small white 

dog in each compartment, the lower one growling and biting the foliage next to him, all on 

a red ground and within a thick blue frame heightened by blue penwork, simple initials in 

red or blue, rubrics in red, partly marked up for reading in red ink, 18 lines of an early 

gothic bookhand with red touching to capitals and fishtailing to ascenders, but with only 

occasional and ligatures biting curves,, once laid down in an album and with remnants of 

paper on reverse, now loosely attached to nineteenth-century paper, slight discolouration to 

front, small cracks and chips to gold, else good condition, 149 by 137mm. 

 

        £3,500  

 

From the same early monumental Bible manuscript as the previous lot. 
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12. Animal initial with a bear and a griffon, from a monumental illuminated 

manuscript Bible, in Latin on parchment [France, last decades of the twelfth 

century] 

 

Large cutting, with a historiated initial S (opening Senior delecte domine … the opening of 

II John from the Canonical Epistles) formed of blue and light brown acanthus leaves with 

softly scalloping white penwork, the upper compartment with a green-headed bear creature 

with an orange body biting the initial at his feet, the lower compartment with a white 

griffon-like creature with sprouts of simple acanthus leaves emerging form its mouth and the 

apex of its head, all on burnished gold grounds and within a thick blue frame heightened by 

blue penwork, simple initials in red or blue, rubrics in red, partly marked up for reading in 

red ink, 19 lines of an early gothic bookhand with red touching to capitals and fishtailing to 

ascenders, but with only occasional ligatures and biting curves and with a tall capital e with 

a tongue found in other manuscripts of the period (cf. Clermond-Ferrand, Bibl. Mun. ms. 1: 

W. Cahn, Romanesque Manuscripts, 1982, no. 44, fig. 44, central France, third quarter of 

twelfth century; and no. 43, Moulins, Bibl. Mun. ms. 1, from Souvigny, late twelfth 

century), once laid down in an album and with remnants of paper on reverse, now loosely 

attached to nineteenth-century paper, slight discolouration to front, small cracks and chips 

to gold, else good condition, 157 x 130mm. 

 

                                        £3,750 

 

The twelfth century saw the golden age of the development of the early gothic 

book, with the production of vast illuminated Biblical codices with numerous 

initials and miniatures, which form much of our impression of quintessentially 

medieval books. Any witness to this evolution in the book arts is of significant 

rarity now, and the use of gold in the initials here sets the parent codex up among 

the finest of its kind, paralleled only by manuscripts such as Tours, Bibl. Mun. 

ms. 193 (Tours, third quarter of twelfth century: W. Cahn, Romanesque 

Manuscripts, 1982, no. 26, illustrated in pl. II, and note also close comparisons 
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there for the simple coloured acanthus leaves and bold blue frame).This initial is 

from a monumental Bible prepared for public reading, perhaps in an monastic 

community or church. The text here is from the First Epistle of John (6-13) and 

the Second Epistle of John (opening to ch. 4). 

 

 

 

13. Fragment from a Missal or Breviary, with readings for the Office of St. Stephen, 

in Latin, decorated manuscript on parchment [France or England, late thirteenth 

century]   

 

£500 

 

Small rectangular cutting, with remains of single column of 13 lines in two sizes of a 

professional and spiky bookhand, capitals touched in red, rubrics and simple initials in red, 

reused in later binding hence some surface discolouration, tiny natural flaws in border, else 

good and presentable condition, 81 by 139mm.   

 

From Ampleforth Abbey, and de-accessioned by them some years ago. 
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14. pseudo-Cicero, leaf from Rhetorica ad Herennium, the oldest surviving Latin 

book on rhetoric (dating to c.90 BC.), and the most popular in the Middle Ages. 

This leaf containing the end of book 3 and the opening of book 4. 

 

Single column, 36 lines in brown ink in a humanist hand, paragraph marks in blue and 

red, rubric in ornamental red capitals and large initial ‘Q’ accompanied by a line of capitals 

touched in red, probably Italy, c.1475; Rhetorica ad Herennium, the oldest surviving Latin 

book on rhetoric (dating to c.90 BC.), and the most popular in the Middle Ages, probably 

Italy, c.1475;  250mm x 183mm. 

 

£1,500 

 

 

            
 

15. Psalter. Two fragments of leaves from a Psalter; the larger, top of a leaf with text 

of Psalm 106 and the smaller, the bottom of a leaf with Psalm 55 and beginning 

of Psalm 56 (marked 'LVI'). C14th, Germany.  

 

                                     £350 

 

Sotheby's London 2 July 2013 Lot 5b part. Whole lot sold £5,625. (b) leaves from 

liturgical or Biblical books on vellum, fourteenth or fifteenth-century and 

predominately German, several recovered from late sixteenth- and early 

seventeenth-century account books, some from Rödelheim, Frankfurt am Main 
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(one with additions  dated 1603); plus another 4 fragments of similar leaves on 

vellum and one on paper. 

 

 

 

 

16. Missal. Near complete leaf from a liturgical book (Missal) with the Christmas 

midnight mass (Deus qui hanc sacratatissimam noctem veri luminis fecisti illustratione e 

larescere) and Psalm 2:7 (Dominus dixit ad we Filius meus es tu hodie gentis te) among 

other readings. C14th France.  Sotheby's London 2 July 2013, Lot 5b. 

£500 
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17. Missal. Complete leaf on parchment from a Lectionary with readings from 

Gospel St. John 16:5 “vado ad eum qui misit me; et nemo ex vobis interrogat me: Quo vadis?” 

and James 1:17-22 “omne datum omne datum optimum et omne donum perfectum desursum 

est descendens a Patre.” “Every good and perfect gift comes from above…”. Also 

includes the Collect: “Deus, qui fidelium mentes unius efficis voluntatis, da populis tuis id 

amare quod praecipis, id desiderare quod promittis: ut inter mundanas varietates ibi nostra fixa sint 

corda, ubi vera sunt gaudia.” “O God, who makest the minds of the faithful to be of one will, 

grant to Thy people to love that which Thou commandest and desire that which Thou dost 

promise; that so, among the changing things of this world, our hearts may be set where true joys 

are to be found.” 

 

Double columns. Decorated red and blue initial capitals, extensive later marginal ink notes. 

Gothic bookhand, late C13th. 350mm x 265mm. 

 

         £1,500 
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18. Two bifolia from a Breviary-Antiphoner of Dominican use, South Eastern France 

(probably Arles), [second quarter of the 14th century].   

 

Two bifolia from a Breviary-Antiphoner of Dominican use, 244 x 178mm., 15 lines, in a 

Gothic hand, initials in red or blue with marginal flourishes, small piece missing from 

blank foot of one f., all ff. with outer margin damaged, some staining, South Eastern 

France (probably Arles), [second quarter of the 14th century].     

 

Provenance: Originally part of a dispersed first section of the Breviary-Antiphoner 

of Dominican use, sold Sotheby's, 4th December, 2007, lot 56. The Sotheby's part 

was localised to Arles on the basis of the inclusion of prayers to St. Trophimus (d. 

c. 290), which identify him there as a disciple of Christ. Trophimus was the first 

archbishop of Arles. 
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19. Isaiah. The top half of a leaf from a Bible, glossed, from Isaiah chapter 28. 

 

On parchment, slightly cockled, writing only visible to one side. The main text in a central 

column with glossed text between the lines and straddled by two columns either side; with a 

capital ‘Q’ in red with fine blue penwork. Running head in red and blue. France, third 

quarter to late 12th century. 140mm x 210mm. 

 

£500 

 

 
 

20. Psalter. Manuscript, single leaf in Latin from prayerbook written approx. 1280s 

in the Low Countries on vellum.  

 

19cm x 14cm. 16 lines. Initial drop cap 'E' to recto and 'N' to verso. Interesting variety of 2 

colour red and blue, ink decorated line fills. In very good condition. There is some faint ink 

inscription in an early hand. An attractive and large leaf from such a book. Single leaf in 

C13th Gothic hand, Low Countries. Capitals in red and blue with decorated ink penwork. 

150mm x 190mm   

 

£650 
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