
 

 

Commonly used shortcuts 
Desired Action Windows macOS 

Free transform Ctrl + T Command + T 
Deselect selections Ctrl + D Command + D 
Switch the Brush tool between 
paint and erase modes 

Hold down the tilde symbol (~) Hold down the tilde symbol (~) 

Decrease brush size [ [ 
Increase brush size ] ] 
Undo last command Ctrl + Z Command + Z 
Decrease brush hardness { { 
Increase brush hardness } } 
Rotate the brush tip by 1 
degree 

Left arrow (counterclockwise), 
right arrow (clockwise)  

 

Left arrow (counterclockwise), 
right arrow (clockwise) 

Rotate the brush tip by 15 
degrees 

Shift + left arrow 
(counterclockwise)  

Shift + right arrow (clockwise) 

Shift + left arrow 
(counterclockwise) 

Shift + right arrow (clockwise) 
Default 
foreground/background colors 

D D 

Switch 
foreground/background colors 

X X 

Fit layer(s) to screen Alt-click layer Option-click layer 
New layer(s) via copy Ctrl + J Command + J 
New layer via cut Shift + Ctrl + J Shift + Command + J 
Add to a selection Any selection tool + Shift-drag Any selection tool + Shift-drag 
Toggle auto-select checkbox in 
Options bar with Move tool 
selected 

Ctrl + click Command + click 

Close all open documents 
other than the current 
document 

Ctrl + Alt + P Command + Option + P 

Cancel any modal dialog 
window (including the Start 
workspace) 

Esc Esc 

Select the first edit field of the 
toolbar 

Enter Return 

Navigate between fields Tab Tab 
Navigate between fields in the 
opposite direction 

Tab + Shift Tab + Shift 

Change Cancel to Reset Alt Option 
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