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BETTER TRAVEL PICS
TIPS & TRICKS FOR CAMERAS AND SMARTPHONES

JOHN LECHNER ART



HOW YOU CAN TAKE BETTER TRAVEL PICS

Being on a holiday with your family is one of the most wonderful 
bonding experiences you can have. The memories from a holiday 
stay with you forever. But today in the age of digital, often the 
reminders of the trip are on our phone or a hard drive. Wouldn’t it be 
great to have them on the wall?

Well, you absolutely can! 

Taking amazing photos on your holiday and hanging those prints on 
your wall is one of the most nostalgic feelings you can ever 
experience.  

You don’t have to be a pro to do that. All you need is a camera or a 
good camera phone.

This eBook will teach you how to take the best possible photos you 
can, using the gear that you currently own. You may need to tweak a 
few things with your camera but that does not necessarily mean that 
you have to buy a brand new expensive camera or camera phone.

The image above was taken on an iPhone 6!  

The primary goal of these tips that I will be sharing with you is to 
help improve your photography skills to a point where you will be 
proud to hang your shots on your wall. 

What is a better way to remember a trip than by proudly telling your 
friends and family about your holiday with your very own beautiful 
print on the wall as an artwork. 
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This eBook will give you a straight-forward 
approach to learning the basics of 
landscape photography. 

I am not going to tell you to buy things that 
are not needed or unnecessary. 

I’m not going to tell you things that I have 
been taught that are not really essential 
when you are shooting. 

I will be teaching you the tips and tricks 
that I use every day that help me capture 
the beautiful artworks that I create. 

I believe that with these simple tips and 
tricks, you can create some fantastic art 
yourself. Something that you will be proud 
to hang on your walls. That’s my promise, 
so let’s get started. 
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The first tip is all about tripods. We will be talking about 
the different kinds of tripods and the reason why it is 
best to have one when taking landscape photography.

According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a tripod 
is a three-legged device or stand used to support a 
camera or telescope. 

TRIPODS
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Using a tripod helps us get a nice 
sharp image by avoiding camera 
shake.

Why do you really need to use a tripod when 
taking a good landscape? 

The answer is simple. When shooting a 
landscape, you typically need a slower 
exposure to get a great shot especially when 
you are working on the either end of the day. 

If you are shooting sunrise, sunset, in a forest, a 
waterfall or just generally low light conditions, in 

order to get a slow exposure, your gear should 
be placed on a tripod. 

So what is a slow exposure and why is it 
important?

A slow exposure is relative to your lens focal 
length, but for the sake of keeping it simple let’s 
just say that anything below 1/125th of a second 
is slow. 1/125th of a second will show up as 
“125” on most cameras. Slower speeds include 
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60, 30, 15, 8, 4, 2, 1”, 2”, 4”. Note the “ 
as in 2” denotes seconds, so 2” is a two 
second exposure.

Why is a slow exposure important? 

The main reason for slow exposures is to 
get correct exposure in low light 
conditions. 

Secondly, slow exposures give a magical 
feel to water. From waterfalls to surf and 
the glassy surface of a lake, a slow 
exposure can give the impression of 
movement in a still image.

Using a tripod helps us get a nice sharp 
image by avoiding camera shake. Even 
a small amount of shake can result in a 
blurry image. 

You don’t necessarily need to spend big 
bucks for a tripod. To give you a 
comparison, I have four tripods. They 
are:

1. Brian - Three-Legged Thing (around 
AU$700)

The one that I carry and use every day is 
called Brian from the Three-Legged 
Thing.  This tripod is made from carbon-
fiber and it’s very compact. The reason 
why I love this tripod is because it is very 
sturdy and light. I can take it anywhere 
with me. 

2. Manfrotto 190XB (around AU$350)

This is a very common tripod. More 
people, especially camera enthusiasts, 
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have a tripod from this brand. It’s made from aluminum and also 
sturdy. However, this tripod is a little heavier compared to the Brian. 

It’s also not that very compact, so it will not fit in your hand luggage 
if ever you decide to bring it for traveling. You have to either carry it 
or place it in a bigger bag when you want to take photos when you 
travel. 

3. Inca (under AU$50)

I also have another tripod which you can buy at a department store 
or camera shop. The brand is from Inca and you can buy this (or 
similar) for around $20 - $50 at most department stores. 

Since it’s a bit easy on the pocket, it’s also a little less sturdy than the 
others mentioned above. But the truth is, an Inca could work just as 
well for you (if your gear is not too heavy). 
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4. IPhone or Smartphone Tripod (under AU$20)

Now, if you don’t own a camera yet or prefer shooting using your 
phone, there’s also a little tripod for it. It’s smaller compared to an 
ordinary tripod but this is very helpful when you’re shooting a video 
or taking a photo. One thing that I like about this tripod is that it’s 
very light, compact and easy to carry. You can even place it in your 
pocket if you’ve got your hands full. 

So, do you really need a tripod? The answer is yes. 

Do you need a $700 tripod? NO. 

Your tripod should be something that works well for you. It should be 
something you can happily carry around, especially when you’re 
traveling. It should also be light and sturdy enough to handle the 
weight of your camera. One thing that you also need to consider is 
that your tripod should be within your eye height when extended.

Smartphone Tip

The head on most selfie sticks actually screws off and has the same 
¼ inch screw mount as standard tripod plates. Screw the selfie stick 
head to your tripod plate (even better a spare plate) so you can 
mount your phone on a tripod.

8

T R I P O D S



With your camera on the tripod, the next thing you 
need to do is change the ISO settings. 

What does ISO mean anyway?

ISO is your camera’s sensitivity to light. ISO is one of 
the basic factors that affect the exposure of your photo. 

ISO
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The other factors that determine your image’s exposure are 
shutter speed and aperture. But we will talk more of that later. 

Why does ISO matter?

There are two factors which are important for taking better travel 
pics.

1. A higher ISO, say 800-6400, will make it easier to take a well 
exposed photo in low light conditions without a tripod.

2. A high ISO, including 400 on some cameras can introduce 
noise (a grittiness or blotches of colour).

If we are using a tripod, which we should be in low light 
conditions, then we use a low ISO such as 100 and compensate 
with a longer exposure, sometimes seconds or even minutes. 
This is why a sturdy tripod is critical.

In practice, we want to avoid as much noise in our images as 
possible as noise shows up quite unpleasantly in large prints. So 
ISO 100 is the best way to avoid that noise in our end product.

If you’ve got an iPhone or another type of phone, sometimes you 
cannot set your ISO. There are ways that you can do it using 
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other apps available. For now, let’s just focus on a handheld camera. 
You should be able to manually set your ISO on any camera. 

As a general rule I suggest you use ISO 100 when on a tripod and 
ISO 400 when you have the camera in your hands and doing street 
or action photography.

To understand the relationship between the three factors that affect 
exposure - Aperture, Shutter Speed and ISO, it best to provide an 
example. So in my tutorials I recommend putting your camera in 
Aperture (A or Av) mode and setting your Aperture between 4-6.3.

In this example I set the Aperture to 5.6 and then adjust the ISO. 

ISO       Shutter speed 
100          1/125th 
400          1/500th 
800          1/1000th  
1600        1/2000th 
3200        1/4000th 
6400                       1/8000th
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For the purpose of this exercise we won’t get too technical but 
the short answer is, when using a lower ISO, say 100, you need a 
longer exposure to get a correctly exposed shot. A higher ISO 
will need a shorter exposure, but it will also add noise, which we 
don’t want in our final image.

Smartphone Tip

Using a free App such as VSCO (iOS & Android) allows you to 
manually set your ISO to 100 on your phone.
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Image stabilisation helps your camera’s ability to 
capture clear and sharp photos at slow shutter speeds. 

Image stabilisation buttons differ from camera to 
camera. It can be VR (Vibration Reaction) on a Nikon 

IMAGE 
STABILISATION
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camera or IS (Image Stabilisation) on a Canon hand held. It can 
also be on the lens itself.

If you put a camera on a tripod, putting image stabilisation on is 
actually going to give you more blur than not. So you want to turn 
image stabilization off when you’ve got the camera on a tripod. 
That’s one thing you really need to remember.

In short, if your camera is on a tripod please turn off your VR, IS 
or image stabilisation on your camera or lens.

If you are holding your camera in your hands then turn the VR, IS 
or image stabilisation on.

Smartphone Tip

At this time only a handful of phones have Image Stabilisation. 
They include the iPhone 6+ (6s+ too) and the Galaxy S6. You 
should turn this feature off when your phone is mounted on a 
tripod.
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WHITE BALANCE 
(WB)
In our previous chapters we have talked about tripods, 
setting your ISO to 100 and ensuring your image 
stabilisation is turned OFF when your camera is on the 
tripod.
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The next step? We want to adjust our white balance.

White balance is something you’ve probably never thought about 
before. What it does is change the balance of colours in your shot 
to suit the prevailing light. For instance, indoors under fluorescent 
lights is different to outdoors in the sun. Likewise, a cloudy day is 
different to a sunny day. 

Your camera has a bunch of different white balance settings pre-
programmed which you can use to get the best possible result.

On the top of your camera it might be there as WB or it will be in 
your settings under White Balance or WB.

I tend to do one of two things with my white balance;

1. I put it in AUTO (AWB) and let the camera work it out.  If you’re 
not sure, then that’s a great default position to use. You don’t 
want it in one of the specialised light modes or flash mode or 
anything like that.

2. The other mode that I use is the cloudy mode. It looks 
like this. It’s basically for a day when the clouds are 
out. When you use the Cloudy WB you get a warmer, 
more yellow shot. It works really well for sunsets and sun rises. 
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The key difference between the AWB and using a pre-programmed 
setting like Cloudy is that AWB will adjust as the light changes where 
as a pre-programmed setting won’t.

I will often leave my camera in cloudy WB as it allows me to make 
sure that throughout the morning my white balance is the same. 

NOTE: As I shoot in RAW I can make endless changes to my WB in 
post production. This is not the case with JPG, you need to get it 
right when you shoot it.

My suggestion is that you try the Cloudy mode and get a feel for the 
difference it makes to your shots compared to AWB. You will either 
like it or not. But remember, once you are finished your shoot put 
your camera back into AWB or all your daytime shots will look 
yellow.

Smartphone Tip

Your phone will default to AWB. To get a look similar to cloudy WB, 
set your WB between 6000-8000k in an app such as VSCO.
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APERTURE AND 
NUMBER
When you are setting up your camera for a landscape 
photo in the morning, evening or even at night when 
the light is low, you want it on a tripod. 
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On your camera you should have a dial or a setting where you 
change the shooting mode. It will probably have Auto, A for 
aperture, S for shutter speed and possibly an M for manual 
(depending on your camera). You probably have a bunch of other 
modes like sport mode, portrait mode and all those sorts of different 
things. 

When you’re taking a landscape photograph, put your camera into A 
mode. That’s Aperture mode.  On a Nikon it’s A. If you’re using a 
Canon it is Av. 

My next tip is one they won’t teach you in photography school. The 
tip is to use an aperture number between F4 & F6.3.

The reason is Dust Spots. One of the issues with digital cameras 
with aperture numbers of F8 to F22 is that dust spots will appear, 
especially in the sky.

Keeping your aperture number between F4 & F6.3 will avoid almost 
all dust spots and save you a significant amount of time in post-
production.

A reason you are taught to use a higher aperture number is depth of 
field. As a general rule with a landscape, you’re going with a wide 
focal length say 18, 20 or 24mm. You probably have a 18-55mm 
lens or something similar. 

For most landscapes you want to be closer to the 18mm than the 
55mm when you’re doing a landscape because you want to get as 
much of the panorama as possible. 

When shooting landscapes, generally you’re not focussing on things 
really close to you.  So, depth of field isn’t usually critical.
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Type to enter text

At a small focal length (18-24mm) almost 
everything will be in focus as long as it is at 
least 3 metres from the camera.

So depth of field isn’t really an issue, put your 
lens to infinity ∞ and everything should be in 
focus. 

If you keep your aperture between F4 and F5.6, 
I will guarantee you that 99% of the time, you’re 
not going to have a bunch of dust spots. If you 
have a lot of sky in your photograph, it can take 

up to an hour to remove all the dust spots in 
post-production.

So my tip is:

Put your camera in Aperture mode, A or Av and 
then set your aperture somewhere between F4 
and F6.3.

Smartphone Tip

At this time, this is not a setting generally 
adjustable on phone cameras.
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As we prepare our camera to take that stunning photo, 
we need to make a few more setting changes. 

Quality is one of the things that’s critical if we are 
talking about printing one of your fantastic photos from 

SIZE AND QUALITY 
SETTINGS
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your next holiday, having it on the wall 
and being proud to show your friends 
and family. 

To do that, you need to make sure you 
get a great shot. That’s important. But 
there’s no point having a great shot if we 
end up with a file we can’t use because 
it’s too small or the quality is too low. 

If you are using a Nikon camera like I do, 
there are actually three main quality 
settings that you choose from when 
shooting images. These are the image 
format settings you need to familiarize 
yourself with. 

NOTE: Most Canon cameras will give 
you a choice between RAW (including M 
RAW & S RAW) and JPEG (JPG).

1. RAW- This image quality setting 
allows you to change or adjust the white 
balance or exposure of the image after 
y o u s h o o t i t .  

RAW is what I use, but it is not what I 
recommend at this stage, as it will 
require you to learn new software like 
Lightroom or Photoshop. RAW files can 
also be massive, mine average around 
40MB each.

2. JPEG- This format partly reduces the 
size of the image file. When you’re 
shooting in JPEG, most cameras have 
several options for you to choose. These 
quality options can be:

a) Fine- This is the highest quality setting 
that you can have on your camera. This 
is the best option that you need when 
you want to blow up your images or have 
them mounted on a frame or hanging on 
your walls. The compression ratio for the 
image is 1:4.

b) Normal- This is perfect for images 
that will be printed out as invitations or 
cards. The compression ratio for this is 
1:8. 

22

S I Z E  &  Q U A L I T Y



c) Basic- This is the lowest quality setting. This is not ideal when you 
want to have your images blown up. However, it works well for 
images that you want to post on social media such as Facebook 
and Instagram. The compression ratio for basic is 1:18. 

When you are shooting in JPEG, one thing that you need to 
remember is; the higher the compression ratio, the lower the quality 
of the image and the lower the file size. 

3. TIFF- This is the uncompressed image format that causes no 
change in the quality of the image or photo. However the file size of 
this is very large. Images taken in TIFF format can also be edited 
with other software or apps such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator or 
Aperture (for mac users).

Most camera models also give you a choice of JPEG file size.

In Nikon it is Large (L), Medium (M) and Small (S).

For Canon Large (L), Medium (M) and Small (S1, S2, S3).

It is my recommendation that when you are shooting on a holiday, 
you always shoot JPEG Fine, Large . This is the best compromise 
between easy processing and having a file that has the potential to 
be printed in a large format.

Smartphone Tip

iOS - in the native app this will default to the highest settings. Apps 
like VSCO give you more flexibility with your settings

Android - Depending on your device and version of the OS you may 
be able to adjust your size and quality settings. If so, set them to the 
highest quality and size settings.
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Why you should use manual focus on your camera 
when shooting a landscape...

AUTO OR MANUAL 
FOCUS?
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90% of the time I will use auto-focus (AF) 
to focus a shot, but sometimes it’s too 
dark and I’ll have to work it out 
depending on which lens I use. 

Firstly, in low light most cameras struggle 
to focus using the auto-focus mode. So, 
if auto-focus is working with no issues for 
your conditions, use it. BUT, once the 
camera is focused, turn off the auto 
focus, which may mean switching your 
lens to M or switching from AF to M.

The reason for this is that as light 
conditions change your camera may 
start struggling to focus and will start 
hunting for focus. If your camera is on a 
tripod and you haven’t moved it or 
zoomed your lens then you can set the 
focus using AF then turn it off.

If it is too dark to focus at all then I have 
a quick and easy solution for you.

If you look at your lens on the top, you 
should have a bunch of numbers behind 
a glass and then an infinity sign ∞. Turn 
your focal ring on your lens until it is 
dialed to infinity, then back just a hair. It 
works on most lenses and allows you to 
focus the average landscape shot 
without AF.

If you bump or change something on 
your lens then please check to see if 
your focus is still correct or on infinity ∞.

Finally, remember to turn your AF back 
on after you take your camera off the 
tripod.

Smartphone Tip

Tap on the item you want in focus on 
your screen. There is no way to manually 
focus.
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On your camera you have a bunch of different shutter 
modes. These dictate what happens when you press 
the shutter button.

On my camera it has S (SINGLE FRAME). If I press and 
hold the button, I will only get one shot. 

TIMER MODE
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This is Continuous mode (CL & CH), and 
looks like this on most cameras. If I hold 

my finger down I get multiple frames in a 
second. 

Q (QUIET) mode is very quiet and great if you 
are shooting wildlife for instance.

The one that I’m really interested in is the TIMER 
mode. On some cameras it will also have a 
number after the symbol which tells you the 

delay between pressing the shutter button and 
the shot starting, usually 2, 5 or 10 seconds.

TIMER mode is the mode you want to use when 
we are shooting a landscape photo. 

The reason for that it is, it means you’re not 
touching and wobbling the camera when the 
shutter is open.
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Press the shutter button, then take your hands away from the 
camera and it will take the shot after the timer expires.

With my camera I have to choose between 2, 5 and 10 seconds for 
the time it waits before it actually takes the shot. Your camera should 
have a bunch of different options. 

I know you’ve probably taken photos on your phone or with your 
camera and you look at it have been disappointed.

Sometimes the reason your shot doesn’t work is the movement of 
your hand on the camera. Even a slight movement can really affect 
your shot.

To avoid this movement;

• Put your camera or phone on a tripod. 

• Put it in TIMER mode. Use the timer mode so you get a nice, 
clean, crisp shot that you can print. 
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I want you to be taking photos on your next holiday that are good 
enough for you to print and put on your wall. 

As I’ve said before I’ll help you do that. 

I can help you process it.

And I will help you access my printers so we get the best 
possible finished artwork on the wall for you. 

Use the Timer mode - your photos on a tripod will look much 
sharper.

Smartphone Tip

The timer mode is often used for selfies but really helpful when 
you are on a tripod as it will minimise camera shake. 

NOTE: Don’t use the front facing (selfie) camera but the back 
camera. On most cameras there is a significant difference in 
quality between both cameras.
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Our final tip is all about framing your shot.

Once you’re ready, set-up and you’ve put your camera 
on your tripod, you now need to think about where 
things are going to be positioned within the frame.

RULE OF THIRDS
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One of the obvious things is the horizon and where the horizon lies 
in the frame. If you look at the shot below, the other point of interest 
is the Shark Tower. Anybody who has shot Redhead Beach has 
probably shot the Shark Tower at some stage. 

These are the two key points of interest.

When you position these in the frame, it’s important to consider the 
Rule of Thirds. 

The Rule of Third is a powerful compositional technique that can 
help make your images more interesting.

Break up your image into thirds with imaginary lines as in the photo 
below. If you position your points of interest on or near the 
intersecting points, or on or near the lines themselves, your image 
becomes more balanced and dynamic.

So, I want you to try positioning your point of interest in the lower or 
upper corner of the shot.

31

R U L E  O F  T H I R D S

Think about the rule of 
thirds and keeping your 
horizon straight.



Next time you frame up your shot;

• Think about the Rule of Thirds as you 
do so. Remember, like every other rule 
you can break it. Just be conscious of 
the times you break it as opposed to 
using it.

• Think about your horizons. Make sure 
they are straight. You can fix these 
things in post-production but it’s much 
easier to get them right the first time. 

• Think about where you are putting your 
points of interest and where they are in 
the whole frame. 

The other thing I’d like you to consider is: 
“Is there a point of interest that’s closer to 
you, within a couple metres of the 
camera, that adds something to the 
shot?”

To capture the previous beach shot I was 
standing on the edge of a cliff, so there 
wasn’t anything in the foreground that I 
could have added to the shot. But 

maybe if there was a really cool tree I 
could use that to help pair my 
foreground with the beach. Those sort of 
things. 

I think you’ll find the shots more pleasing 
to the eye and you will be much happier 
with them if you start thinking about the 
Rule of Thirds and making sure your 
horizon’s straight.

Smartphone Tip

In the settings for your phone’s camera 
you can turn on the grid. In most phones 
you will see the grid divides your frame 
into nine rectangles. Use the Rule of 
Thirds to frame up your shot using the 
lines of the grid.
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STAY IN TOUCH

xxxiii

John Lechner
john@johnlechnerart.com.au

johnlechnerart.com.au
Phone +61 449 105 295

If you have an image that you love, contact me to start the process of getting your 
own beautiful artwork on your wall. We will help you to process and print a stunning 
finished artwork for you, your family and friends to admire. What a fantastic way to 
remember a special moment or destination!

All images in this book are by John Lechner Art and are available for purchase as 
ready to hang artworks, delivered worldwide.

@johnlechnerart

/johnlechnerart


