
HANDS ON
PULLENS YARDS 

It is that special moment again, when the 
Pullens Yards fling open their iron gates, 
and invite the world in – the Winter Open 
Studios 2017.

Over 50 studios host a rich variety of 
artists and artist-makers; ceramicists, 
illustrators, jewellers, printmakers, 
furniture makers, rug, bag, doll and scarf 
makers, and more. There will be pottery, 
drawing and flower-arranging workshops 
for children and adults, and many 
artisanal food and drinks stalls.

It’s free to enter, just come and stroll 
around. There are three Yards, each with 
a distinctive character. The studios are 
where the artists work, day to day. The 
artists themselves will be present in most 
of the open studios, and visitors will have 
a rare opportunity to see and talk to them 
about how they work. All of the crafts 
practiced in the Yards have one thing in 

common, everything is hand made. In an 
increasingly robotic, mechanised, generic 
world, every piece in the Yards is unique. 
They vary in price, from a few pounds to 
a few hundred, but any would make truly 
special pieces for your home, or gifts.

The architecture and atmosphere of  
Pullens Yards are worth experiencing, 
the original cobbled streets are some of 
the last left in London. 

The studios have housed craftspeople, 
working with their hands, for a hundred 
and twenty years. Over this length of 
time what most of the crafts-people 
produce has evolved: at one time the 
Yards boasted lace makers, fan makers 
and cabinet makers. These have been 
replaced by today’s filmmakers, jewellers 
and artist potters. A few crafts have 
remained the same, furniture designers 
and letterpress printers are here now, 
just as in the days of Queen Victoria.

Visit our website for stories and 
portfolios of the individual artists: 

pullensopen.org

Leaflet design Atelier Works  Cover type courtesy of Mr Smith’s Letterpress Workshop  Cover image Quentin Newark

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT WINTER OPEN STUDIOS

8/9/10 JUNE 2017

ARTFRIENDS
SHOPPINGFOOD

ILIFFE YARD SE17 3QA
CLEMENTS YARD SE17 3LJ
PEACOCK YARD SE17 3LH

UNIQUE GIFTS TIMEOUT
CENTRE OF LONDON’S HAND CRAFTS TERENCE  

CONRAN

1 DECEMBER 6:30-9:30pm
2 & 3 DECEMBER 11am-6pm

Market 
C H R I S T M A S  

H O T E L  E L E P H A N T

1 s t  -  3 r d  D e c e m b e r      
5  S p a r e  S t r e e t ,  

S E 1 7  3 E P  

Fri. 6pm - 9:30pm Sat. & Sun. 11am - 6pm 
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Treblemakers 
Singing 
Peacock Yard
Friday 1st December 

History of Pullen’s book by Roger Batchelor  
on sale £10.

All proceeds go towards a new boys’ home at 
NEW LIFE AFRICA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
in Nakuru, Kenya.

On sale in Iliffe Yard opposite the 
Electric Elephant Café on Saturday 2nd  
and Sunday 3rd December

Email: jrbatlc@hotmail.co.uk  
mobile: 07939914192

Garance Louis
Singer 
Sunday 3rd December

Kings Cross Hot Club
Playing each afternoon on
Saturday 2nd and
Sunday 3rd December



Stephen restores Georgian houses, 
using traditional materials and 
methods. Stephen trained as a graphic 
designer - he and I worked for the 
same company, publisher Mitchell 
Beazley, just a year or two apart. He 
and his wife worked together, but 
found being busy professionals and 
good parents wasn’t working, so 
Stephen became a househusband. 

He lives in a Georgian house, and 
during his now relatively unbusy 
days, he began reversing the clumsy 
alterations made during its life, 
restoring it to its original state. When 
the house was finished, neighbours 
were so impressed, he was asked to 
work on another couple of houses, and 
that, as they say, is how it all began.

There is no book you can read that 
will teach you everything you need to 
know. Georgian architecture was not 
a coherent movement, it covered a 
hundred years, and by far the majority 
of the highly variable houses were 
built by almost unknown developer-
architects, often guided by exigencies 
rather than Palladian ideals. The best 
way to understand how a house was 
designed and built is to engage with it. 

And this is exactly how Stephen 
works. I visited his latest project on 
Kennington Road, one of a terraced 
row, with the house next door boasting 
Charlie Chaplin once lived there. Light 
streams in, windows everywhere, most 

especially lighting the stairs, it is far 
brighter than a modern house. Stephen 
starts with the structure, adjusting floor 
levels, repairing stairs, straightening 
doors, relaying floors with boards of the 
right width. The issues are usually a 
mixture of subsidence, warping and 
previous fixes.

The weather in the 1700s was several 
degrees colder in Britain than it is 
now, which caused trees to grow more 
slowly, with tighter growth rings, 
making it stronger and easier to carve. 
Stephen sources pine and larch from 
Scandinavia, which have a grain close 
to the pine of three hundred years ago. 
For repairing walls, he reuses shallow 
flat bricks from the building itself, using 
lime plaster with horsehair mixed in. 

My favourite feature is the window sills, 
which hinge down to reveal shutters 
that slip upwards on pulleys. Much of 
the woodwork in Georgian houses was 
by carpenters who brought space-
saving practicality from other jobs 
building ships for the Navy.

Some things are irredeemably lost. 
Changing fashion made a previous 
owner chip away the coving, the  plaster 
moulding that sits at the top of the wall 
covering the angle that joins the ceiling. 
Stephen has had to reimagine it entirely, 
as a parade of acanthus leaves and 
Prince of Wales’ feathers, a reference 
to the Prince’s ownership of the manor 
of Kennington. The floral wallpaper 
has been reprinted, by hand, from tiny 
scraps discovered when they stripped 
the walls.

The human hand is in use everywhere, 
tipping molten lead, chiselling slate, 
planing wood, giving everything an 
organic imperfect beauty machines 
cannot achieve. 

CHANNELLING THE GEORGIANS
STEPHEN BULL
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 “THE HUMAN HAND IS IN 
USE EVERYWHERE, TIPPING 
MOLTEN LEAD, CHISELLING 
SLATE, PLANING WOOD”

Like a scene from a fairy tale, Veronica 
precedes over a scented supper club. 
Candles glowing, the diners eat with 
wooden skewers dipped infused with 
carefully picked scents, each of which 
makes the food taste subtly different. 
Tasting pumpkin whilst inhaling mossy 
woodland is not the same as pumpkin 
and roses. There is no right scent to 
eat with a particular food, there are 
five main tastes but millions of smells, 
the whole experience is an open-ended 
adventure. 

Veronica is always expanding. She 
trained as a 3D designer, how to 
fashion objects, but then expanded to 
spacial design, objects and furniture, 
walls, light. She realised aroma too, 
matters, in how you experience a 
space. She took a course in how to mix 
perfumes, and became enchanted by 
how such simple means could produce 
such varied and powerful memories 
and associations.

She works with extracts, all derived 
from the natural world, and then 
concentrated into oils and resins. 
These tiny glass extract bottles with 
tiny labels sit in rows, and she uses 
pipettes to put drops into the carrier 
liquid, usually alcohol, which as it 
evaporates, transmits the scent into 
the air. There is a complex art to the 
blending. Every good sophisticated 
scent should have three notes: a top 

ENDLESS UNDERTONES
VERONICA HENDRY

note that first strikes you, a mid note 
that comes after, and a bass note who 
comes heavily last.

Veronica makes perfumes of various 
strengths – eau de perfume is more 
than five times as potent as eau de 
toilette – but as is her way, stretches 
what perfume can be used for. There 
are practical perfumes to drip onto 
blotters to combat moths, there are 
spacial aromas and bath scents, 
ways to sweeten carpets to keep 
them bug free, very unusual aromatic 
chocolates, and a series of scents 
inspired by songs (Perfect Day is a 
bestseller). And the supper clubs. 
The advent of food has opened up yet 
another interest, Veronica has just 
finished training as a natural chef; a 
combination of a chef’s techniques 
with a nutritionist’s knowledge of the 
effects of the ingredients.

Veronica is in pursuit of creating new 
and powerful experiences. She began 
with centrifugal casting and injection 
moulding, went onto more etherial 
flats and light projection, and now 
she’s almost left the physical world 
behind entirely – planning to use 
nothing more than molecules on our 
taste buds and olfactory neurons to 
summon up entire vivid worlds.
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 “TASTING PUMPKIN 
WHILST INHALING MOSSY 
WOODLAND IS NOT THE 
SAME AS PUMPKIN  
AND ROSES”



LONDON GROUP

SE17 3QA
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Electric 
Elephant 
Café

Peter Massingham
Photographic Art
6 Iliffe Yard
petermassingham.co.uk

Rebecca Cocks 
Antiques
8 Iliffe Yard
1819.uk

Nazan Sevim
Jewellery
17 Iliffe Yard
nazansevim.com 

GUIDED WALK: WALWORTH OLD AND NEW

Saturday 2nd December, meet outside Kennington 
tube station at 10.45, fininshing at Iliffe Yard 
around 13:00. No need to book, just turn up and pay 
on the day. Cost £10 

Isobel Durrant, Blue Badge Tourist Guide 
isobel@heritageandarts.com 
londonbyguide.wordpress.com 

Elisa Alaluusua
Fine Art / Drawing
18a Iliffe Yard
ealaluusua.com

Bee Urban 
Honey and Candles
Iliffe Yard
beeurban.org.uk

DACAPO
Art & Drinks
18 Iliffe Yard
dacapo.co

Anna Wright
Prints, Cards, Bags, Gifts 
Clements Yard
annawright.co.uk

Barbara Wakefield 
Ceramics
9 Iliffe Yard
barbarawakefield.co.uk

Stephen Bull
Historic Building Repairs
8 Peacock Yard
stephenbull@hbcr.co.uk

Suzy Bonomini
Knitwear
Peacock Yard
etsy.com/uk/shop/suzybonomini

Chris Cudlip                                                    
Ceramics, Sculpture and Portraits           
12 Peacock Yard
cudlipsculpture.com 

Talulah Plunkett
Paintings & Mirrors
12 Peacock Yard

Cairn Young
Industrial Design
Clements Yard
cairnyoung.com

Charlie Fox
Artworks (Pancakes)                    
18a Illife Yard
inspirallondon.com

Claire Stratton     
Jewellery
21 Iliffe Yard
clairestratton.co.uk

Clenovation
Cleaning
10 Iliffe Yard
0207 252 5550

Daniel Reynolds
Studio Ceramics, Sculpture, Lighting 
8a Iliffe Yard
DanielReynoldsStudio.com

Gas Gallery                                               
Art Prints and Cards              
22b Iliffe Yard 
gina@ginacross.co.uk                                  

David Cowley
Paintings, drawings & sculptures
9 Iliffe Yard
davidcowleyart.co.uk

Marite Del Villar
Jewellery and Textiles
6 Peacock Yard
marite.co.uk

Dots-n-Lines
Handmade Ceramics
3a Peacock Yard
dots-n-lines.co.uk

Eduardo German Silva
Creps and Mulled Wine
23a Iliffe Yard
open-ecommerce.org            

Ian Spencer
Furniture
Clements Yard 
yardsaleproject.co.uk

Ingrid Hu / Studio Prelude                                
Scenography, Art & Design 
5 Clements Yard
studioprelude.com

JamJar Flowers 
Wreath making classes & Flowers
Peacock Yard
jamjarflowers.co.uk

Linda Brooker
Bespoke Dressmaker
6 Peacock Yard
Facebook L’atelier Linda Brooker

Rachel Scott  
Rugs
12 Peacock Yard
rachelsrugs.com

Frank Bowling 
Painting
12 Peacock Yard
frankbowling.com

Jennifer McDowell 
Wood Turning
Clements Yard
dowelldesign.co.uk

Veronica Hendry
Perfume & Other Scented Products
Clements Yard
veronicahendry.com

Gordon W Robertson
Metal, Jewellery, Tableware
Clements Yard
gordonwrobertson.com

Helen Smith
Jewellery and Metalwork
9 Clements Yard
helensmithjewellery.co.uk

Sarah Wilson
Collage and Crochet 
Clements Yard  
etsy.com/uk/shop/Stonking

Heidi Minshall
Jewellery
Clements Yard
etsy.com/uk/shop/AlhambraAcrylics

Setsu Waters
Jewellery
Clements Yard
setsuwaters@btinternet.com

Frieda Munro
Jewellery
Clements Yard
friedamunro.com

Faith Tavender
Jewellery                 
Clements Yard
faithtavender.com

Kate Scott
Ceramics
Clements Yard
katescottceramics.co.uk

Heather Stowell 
Jewellery
Clements Yard
heatherstowell.com

Carol Mather
Silversmith
Clements Yard
carolmather.com

Adaesi Ukairo
Metalwork and Jewellery
3 Clements Yard   
copperbrassworks.com           

Hil Scott  
Etchings, Paintings, Drawings, Cards  
Clements Yard
haphashad.co.uk

Amy Mordan
Paintings
Clements Yard
amy.mordan@gmail.com

Natasha Daintry
Ceramics
2a Iliffe Yard 
natashadaintry.com

Gail and Jackie
Woollen Mittens
2 Iliffe Yard  

John Whitfield
Photographic Prints
2 Illife Yard
abandonedwrecks.co.uk

Alan J Robertson 
Photography
2 Iliffe Yard 
alanjamesrobertson.co.uk

PLEASE SEND 
ME AN IMAGE 
A.S.A.P

Reneé Pfister
Jewellery
2 Iliffe Yard
reneepfister.com

Orbit Brewing Ltd
Beer
Peacock Yard
orbitbeers.com

Fraser Hamilton & Ruth Anthony
Jewellery
9a Iliffe Yard
fraserhamiltonjewellery.com

Teekall Mair - Macfarlane
Architecture and Interior Design     
19a Iliffe Yard 
ascape.co.uk

Rosie Kent
Jewellery
17 Iliffe Yard 
rosiekent.com

Dale Inglis
Paintings
18a Iliffe Yard
wdinglis.net

Fiona Squires
Christmas Gifts and Cushions 
19 Illife Yard
fionasquiresdesign.com

DAMN FINE COFFEE! 

Electric Elephant Café
BBQ & Bar, Cakes, Teas & Coffees, 
13a Iliffe Yard
electricelephantcafe.co.uk

team 51.5º architecture
Architecture
1a Peacock Yard
team51-5.com

Hidemi Asano
Jewellery
5 Peacock Yard
hidemiasano.com

Can of Worms Press
Books 
7 Peacock Yard
canofwormsenterprises.co.uk

Piccalilli’s Café LTD
Hot Food
Peacock Yard 
piccalillicaff.com

Joseph Murphy
Woodcarving and Sculpture 
9 Peacock Yard
englishwoodcarving.com

Tim Fielder
Woodcarving
9 Peacock Yard
tdwcarving.co.uk

Cassidie Alder Carving
Wood Carving 
9 Peacock Yard
traditional-woodcarving.co.uk

Peacock Projects
Fine Art
13 Peacock Yard
peacockprojects.co.uk

Sandi Harris & Stephen Barber
Musical Instrument makers
11a Peacock Yard
lutesandguitars.co.uk

Marcia Scott
Painting
3 Peacock Yard
marciascott.org.uk

Sally Hampson 
Woven Blankets, Shawls & Scarves
Peacock Yard
sallyhampson.com

Edward & Rouncefield 
Christmas Candles & Diffusers
Peacock Yard
edwardandrouncefield.com

Jane Bull
Crafty Gifts
8 Peacock Yard
janebull.com

Sarah Lovett, Naughty Magpie
Willow Decorations, Vintage Homewares
Peacock Yard
brixtonhills@gmail.com

Rebecca Cowie
Ceramics 
Peacock Yard
rebecca.cowie@me.com

Jamila Norris
Hand knitted Accessories  
6 Peacock Yard
jn.jammy@gmail.com

SPAB London Group
Membership, advice, books
8 Peacock Yard
spablondongroup@gmail.com

Henrietta Park
Knitwear
Peacock Yard
henriettapark.co.uk

Ras El-Hanout
Moroccan Cuisine 
Peacock Yard 

Iona Scott
Animation, VR, Coasters & Placemats
12 Peacock Yard
planktonworld.com

Michael Leal
Woodcarving
9 Peacock Yard
fb.me/mlealcarving


