
Un R d’Autrefois Extra Brut
A D R I E N  R E D O N

Lemon-yellow with light green 
reflections announces the freshness 
of this low-dosage stunner, which has 
surprising body despite the lack of 
sugar. (Observe how slowly it slides 
down the side of the glass.) The bead 
is delicate, active, and effervescent. 

It’s bright and sunny on the nose, 
with aromas of honey, citrus, and 
fresh-churned butter, plus under-
ripe strawberry notes, thanks to the 
presence of pinot noir.

The low dosage on this balanced 
beauty allows the quality of the 
grapes to shine through and leads 
to a distinctly dry finish. Time in the 
cellar prior to disgorgement, lead to 
a concentration of flavors—you may 
detect a kiss of sherry as you sip. 

This wine shines on its own, but 
would be lovely with a freshly baked 
baguette smeared with butter, sliced 
breakfast radish, and a flurry of Maldon 
salt. If you can sample this pairing on 
a sun-baked dock in summertime, all 
the better.

At first taste, the fresh green lilypads, 
that glimmering pond, rows and rows 
of white ducks surround you. A minute 
later that complexity brings you right 
to that moment when the crisp blue 
sky turns dark and rain begins to fall. 
You’re stranded in the middle and it’s 
really coming down. All of a sudden 
nothing matters—that Ryan Gosling 
kiss we were all waiting for. Tip your 
glass back and surrender.

VA R I E TA L : 
80% chardonnay,

20% pinot noir

V I N TA G E  B L E N D :
50% 2015,

50% vin de réserve

D I S G O R G E M E N T :
February 2019

D O S A G E :
4 g/l
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Trépail

Pascal and Pascale Redon passed along the family Champagne 
business to their son Adrien, who’s developed his own unique 
style. In the fall of 2014, when we finally sampled four perfectly 
chilled Adrien Redon cuvées, we knew a master had arrived. They 
taste clear and fresh, and are driven by bright fruit and very high 
acid. Curious about the significance of the signature R on Adrien’s 
labels? It’s not just a nod to the Redon name; in French, the letter 
R is pronounced like “air”—so “un R d’autrefois” translates to an 
“air of old or former times.” True to its name, this one’s an instant 
classic that pays tribute to the traditions of the family craft. 
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