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KIÖRI is a new fragrance brand based in New York that will change your mind about natural scents and oil-based 

scents, if your mind needs changing. If you already appreciate fragrances in these two categories, I promise you'll 

still be wowed by KIÖRI. 

  

The lovely little bottles arrived in the mail last week. I was struck by the elegance of the packaging, which 

highlights the beautiful golden liquid inside through the contrast of a bright fuchsia logo and a black oriental 

flower motif. Better still, what's inside the bottles is no less striking or beautiful. 

  

Wafts of sumptuous dark vanilla and earthy patchouli delighted my nose before I 

even swiped the rollerball across the back of my wrist. A gentle pass with the 

rollerball unleashed the full power of KIÖRI, and it is a force to be reckoned with. 

Delicate floral notes add a touch of levity but the vanilla and patchouli ensure this 

oriental fragrance remains firmly in the realm of the sexy.  

I wear fragrance to the office every day and the first day I wore KIÖRI is the only 

time one of my co-workers has ever commented on my scent, let alone 

complimented me. She remarked on the pleasant earthy quality of the fragrance and 

said it reminded her of the incense-y aroma of a boutique in a nearby resort town. 

To my nose, the fragrance brings to mind the classic oriental Angel by Thierry 

Mugler and luxurious niche scent Mon Parfum by M. Micallef.  

Yes, it's that good! I can't wait to tell you all about it! 

  

KIÖRI was founded by Lisa Wallos (who is also the perfumer behind the 

eponymous scent) and David Cantor, a sister and brother with diverse 

backgrounds who never dreamed they would be working together.  

Lisa's love of perfume began as a young child and professional ballet dancer 

backstage at NYC's Lincoln Center. Lisa observed the prima ballerinas' pre-

performance beauty rituals, which often included anointing themselves with 

beautiful scents. Combined with the allure of ballet's artistry and rigor, the 

ritual awakened an enduring love of fragrance in Lisa. As her interests 

moved from ballet to a career in special education and motherhood, her love of scent was a constant in her busy 

life. The artistry and perseverance she developed through dance found a new outlet as she began working with 

natural perfume ingredients, and soon, what began as an artistic endeavor in which she created scents for her own 

use became a commercial venture. 
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Here is where her brother David enters the story. David's interests in health and sustainability were initially 

channeled through a small organic vegetable farm in New Mexico. He spent the past decade building a successful 

career in the wellness industry, working with and cultivating start-up health and wellness brands.  

  

The two combined their talents in partnership and have launched KIÖRI, 

a luxury and lifestyle brand for discriminating customers who value 

KIÖRI's unique and captivating appeal, unmistakable sensuality and 

beautiful ingredients.  

  

Regarding the exotic name for the brand and its first fragrance, David 

explains, "KIÖRI is inspired by the Japanese, meaning 'inner strength' or 

'inner desire.' Though there are different interpretations, this is what the 

word means to us, and a reminder of what it has taken to get to where we 

are today and introduce KIÖRI to the world." The hummingbird—a 

creature we are also quite fond of here at Fragrantica—adorns the brand's logo and is also a personal symbol for 

the pair. "The small hummingbird has become an icon of sorts, a beautiful little symbol that reminds us of that 

inner strength." 

  

 

 

The KIÖRI fragrance is a soft oriental scent with notes of dark vanilla, 

rich patchouli, delicate blossoms and other proprietary ingredients chosen 

for their reputed aphrodisiac properties. The fragrance is composed 

entirely of pure perfume, resins and essential oils from the plant world, in 

jojoba oil. Available in 1/4 oz. and 1/8 oz. rollerball bottles, with sample 

vials also available, these tiny vessels should last for ages and really pack 

a punch, due to the extremely high concentration of fragrance 

components. Two gentle swipes was more than enough for work and 

lasted 12+ hours, with great sillage throughout. I applied a heavier dose 

for my Saturday night out and could still smell the fragrance on my skin 

after my shower the next morning. Oil-based fragrances tend to result in a 

slower burn time on the skin, and this one really gets going about four 

hours in, when the vanilla's sweeter notes have faded and its warm, woody undertones mesh with the patchouli. 

  

The scent is no doubt unisex—I know many men who wear Angel and other vanilla oriental fragrances—-but it 

seems especially well-suited for women as a romantic evening or date-night fragrance. I like it so much that I 

haven't given Mr. NLS the chance to try it yet.  

  

KIÖRI is the first release from this new brand, and I have to say, they really hit it out of the park with this one. 

There are already plans for more fragrance releases in 2015 and I'm eager to see what they'll offer us next. In the 

meantime, look for KIÖRI in boutiques around NYC as well as on the official website and their Facebook page, 

with international shipping available. 

  

A special thank-you to KIÖRI for the opportunity to try this amazing scent!  

 

Jodi Battershell (NebraskaLovesScent) is a lifelong Nebraskan who transplanted herself to 

Philadelphia after 42 years on the Great Plains. An appreciator of fine fragrances since childhood, 

she tried her hand at natural perfumery and fragrance-mixing for a number of years, ultimately 

concluding she was better suited to appreciating the fragrance creations of others. She is pleased 

to finally be putting her English degree to use as a writer and editor for Fragrantica.com.   
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