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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to RentACoop’s Chick Hatching Program! 
Over the next four weeks, children and adults will:

For more in-depth information and worksheets about the 
hatching process and chick development, we encourage you to 

utilize the educational materials that can be found at 

www.rentacoop.com/chickinfo

We hope our program brings you as much eggcitement as it does for us!

hatch ideas from the moment your program arrives,

grow compassion for animals and nature as they 
experience the baby chicks, and

lay the foundations for learning new things.
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Walking on the wire racks is good for the chicks as it promotes healthy 
foot development and keeps their feet clean. Placing the wire racks on 
top of the bedding keeps things cleaner.

WHAT YOU RECEIVE:

The brooder is where the chicks spend the first six weeks of their lives. 
They must have constant access to food, water, and warmth. 

We like to use our own RentACoop products as we know they are reliable. 

The heat plate keeps the chicks warm without posing a fire 
hazard and includes the anti-roost cone to keep it clean. It is 
purposely angled and should not be adjusted.

The hemp bedding is compostable, absorbent, and great at neutralizing the 
smell of chick waste. We provide you with one and a half bricks of bedding 
which is enough for three changes. Use only half of the brick per change.

BROODER

WIRE RACKS

HEAT PLATE &
ANTI-ROOST CONE

HEMP BEDDING
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The feeder and waterer allow the chicks to access these resources easily. 

The feed we use is easy for the chicks to digest and ensures that they 
get all the nutrients they need to grow! Even though adult chickens love 
treats, these babies should only eat the food that we provide for you.

Replace the water when needed; however, the best practice is once a day.

Play with and take care of them!

Inside the FEEDER, you will find a small bag of grit. 
Set this aside for now. (MORE INFO ON PAGE 12).

WATERER

THREE BABY CHICKS

FEEDER

GRIT

BUCKET OF FEED
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While some cats don’t mind the chicks, others are curious. 

If you have a cat, we recommend placing the brooder in a 

room the cat does not have access to without supervision. 

A NOTE TO PET OWNERS
If you have household pets, it is important to remember that even if 

they are okay with the chicks, the chicks may not be okay with them. 

If you notice the chicks loudly peeping when your pet is around, it’s a 

sign they are stressed. Prolonged stress can cause your chicks to get 

pasty butt (SEE PAGE 11), so pay close attention to their behavior. 

While many dogs are okay with having the chicks around, 

other dogs may become overstimulated. If your dog is 

having trouble with the chicks, move the brooder into a 

room the dog does not have access to. 

NEVER LEAVE ANY PET UNSUPERVISED 
AROUND THE BROODER OR CHICKS!

Per our biosecurity policy, 
do not introduce the 
chicks to any other birds. 
Additionally, the chicks may 
cause stress for your resident 
bird. Many pet birds are 
bonded to their owners and 
trying to introduce them to 
the chicks may cause your pet 
to act out towards you!
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Place the brooder in a location that DOES NOT have any kind of draft.

Check the temperature of the room and adjust if necessary.

Fill the chicks’ feeder and waterer, then place them inside the brooder.

Place heat plate in the brooder and plug it in.

The brooder must be in a temperature-controlled room that is kept between 70°F and 77°F at all times.

If the temperature in your house stays close to 70°F, cover the brooder with a 
towel or sheet overnight to contain some of the warmth from the heat plate.

The red light on top of the heat plate will indicate that it is on. It will 
take 20-30 minutes to warm up to the proper temperature.

You will find a small bag of grit in 
the feeder. Set this aside for now.
(MORE INFO ON PAGE 12)

Cold drafts from doors and windows are dangerous for chicks.

PREPARING THE BROODER
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU FIRST GET HOME

WASH YOUR H
A

N
D

S*

*REMEMBER TO WASH HANDS AFTER YOU HAVE 
HANDLED THE CHICKS, EGGS, OR SOILED 
BEDDING THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PROGRAM.
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Ensure that the chicks have constant access to food, water, and warmth. Make sure the heat plate is plugged in 
and do not adjust the height. When the feeder gets low, fill it up. Replace the water when needed; however, the 
best practice is once a day. Clean the brooder and change the bedding every five to seven days (SEE PAGE 8). 

Inspect the chicks once or twice a day. Some chicks may develop poopy/pasty butt, where droppings build up on 
the down feathers, near their rear, and block their vent. The droppings must be cleaned off of the chicks, as this 
can be life threatening to them (especially for the first two to ten days of their life). Chicks can get pasty/poopy 
butt from being too cold, eating too many treats or being stressed. Make sure your chicks are warm and only 
fed chick-feed, which is specially formulated for chicks under 12 weeks old.

Please refer to our Is My Chick Sick guide for complete instructions on how to clean poopy/pasty butt.

C H I C K 
C A R E

Got A Chick Question or Emergency?
Accidents and injuries happen. 

If you have any concerns or a chick emergency, please refer to our 
Is My Chick Sick? Answers and Advice Guide

and our How to Help a Weak Chick Guide
which can be found on our Chick Resources Page 

at www.rentacoop.com/chickinfo

If your situation is not addressed, please send an email to farm@rentacoop.com with “Sick 
Chick” in the subject line. Our administrative team is available Monday through Friday, from 9AM to 
5PM, to answer emails. Emails received outside of these hours may have a delayed response time. 

If you have an emergency or are unable to care for their needs, do not hesitate to bring the chick(s) 
back to the farm by emailing us and making an appointment so we can ensure a member of our 
animal care team is on site to receive them. Our trained animal care staff will take care of them!

+ +
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+
GRIT

If you feed your chicks anything other than the food we provide you or if you take them outside, 
you must give them grit. Chickens do not have teeth and without the grit, they have a much 
harder time breaking down and digesting treats or insects they may find outside. 

Each time you take them outside or when you give them a treat, sprinkle a small 
pinch of grit on their crumbled feed in the feeder. 

It is not recommended to give your chicks grit if they do not need it. 

TAK ING YOUR CH ICKS OUTS IDETAK ING YOUR CH ICKS OUTS IDE
When the chicks are old enough and weather permits, you can take them outside 
for a short period of time. If you take your chicks outside, the temperature 
must be above 78°F and below 90°F as it is very easy for these babies to get too 
cold in a breeze or too hot in the sun. The chicks must be at least three days 
old and 100% supervised, even in their enclosed space. It can take less than ten 
seconds for a predator to strike or for your chicks to show signs of heat/cold stress. 
The chicks will need access to food and water. 

If they show any sign of weakness or stand with their mouths open, 
then it’s time to take them back inside! 

PLAYTIME
We encourage you to hold these cute babies! An adult may move chicks to and from the brooder by gently 
scooping them up/placing them down. Supervise young children and have them sit down while holding the chicks. 
Remember to practice good hand washing after handling the chicks. 

We do not recommend having the chicks outside for longer than 15 minutes at a time. 

The best method is to remove the brooder 
top and place it directly on the grass.

Chicks can walk around on carpet, but any other indoor flooring is slippery and can 
cause splay leg. If you have any other flooring besides carpet, make sure you put a 
towel/paper towel down for the chicks to walk on.
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BROODER CARE AND CLEANING

1. Remove the chicks and place them in a safe space like a box,    
   container, or even in someone’s lap. 

2. Undo the clips on the side of the brooder, remove the top and place aside.

3. Remove the feeder, waterer and heat plate (be careful not to touch the underside).

4. Remove the wire racks and shake off any debris.

5. Dump the bedding from the brooder’s base into a garbage bag or compost bin.

6. Replace the bedding with the provided hemp bedding. You only need half a brick of hemp      
    to cover the base of the brooder.

7. Place the wire racks back in the brooder on top of the hemp bedding. 

8. Arrange the feeder, waterer and heat plate back in the brooder.
 
9. Replace the top and secure it with the side clips.

Use half of the brick of hemp bedding per bedding change. 

The brooder should be cleaned every five to seven days. 

HOW TO CLEAN THE BROODER 
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The Home Stretch

Near the end of your program, our administrative team will be in touch! 
Be sure to check your email for a message from us to 

schedule when these babies leave your nest and come back to the farm. 

If you picked up your program from the farm, 
we will email you to schedule an appointment 

to drop off your program.

If we delivered your program, 
we will email you 2-3 days before the 

end of your program with 
a pickup day and time.

or



What Happens to the Chicks After the Program?

The chicks will stay at our farm in a larger 
enclosure until they move on to their next home. 

To learn about the next lifecycle stage, 
check out our coop rental program with egg-laying hens. 

www.rentacoop.com/coops

Germantown, MD

r e n t a c o o p 
# r e n t a c o o p

rentacoop.com

farm@rentacoop.com

Enjoy!


