
Caring for your Chickens! 
 

This pamphlet provides you with the information you need to care for and 
raise your own backyard chickens. 

_____________ 
 
 
 

Feed   
    Your hens need different types of feed at different points in their lives.  
You are supplied with more than enough of the correct type of feed for 
this stage in growth.  They never overeat so there is no harm in filling their 
food bowl to the brim every couple days.   
 
    Your new companions love a variety of foods.  Table scraps are some of 
their favorites! We have a list on our website of what you can and cannot 
feed the hens. (http://www.rentacoop.com/Chicken-Treats.html).  Some 
treats that they love include Strawberries, Bananas, Apples (no seeds) and 
Oatmeal. They also love to free range around your yard and garden. Their 
droppings make for great fertilizer and decompose quickly. 
 

Water  
    A constant supply of water is a must.  On hot summer days we fill up the 
waterer and add 20 or so ice cubes. Hot water is not very thirst quenching!  
During the colder months we recommend filling the waterer with warm 
water. 
 
 

Daytime Care 
   Your hens love to free range (Walk around your yard and eat various 
greens and insects while fertilizing your lawn). 
Even with daylight on their side; chickens are at risk of being attacked by 
predators.  We highly recommend only supervised free ranging.  Free 
ranging is not required but we recommend the practice for the hen’s 
overall health and happiness. The hens require sunlight to lay eggs, but 
during hot summer days (80’+) the chickens need to have access to 
shade. If it is in full sun, the coop must be relocated to an area that gets 
shade for part of the day. 
 
 

Evening and Overnight Care 
   You don’t have to worry about herding them into the coop at night, as 
they will naturally return to their coop at sunset. All you have to do is close 
and lock the door.  
 
Once they are locked in the coop, they are safe!  These coops were 
made with the local predators (fox, raccoons, coyotes and hawks) in 
mind.   



 
 

Dogs/Cats 
   If you would like to introduce the hens to your pets we have a step-by-
step formula that seems to work the best.    
 
1. Chickens in locked coop, dog sniffing around the outside 
2. Adult holding chicken with dog close by 
3. Chicken and dog in yard with close supervision 
4. Chicken and dog in yard with limited supervision 
 
Moving from step to step is heavily dependent on your pet’s personality.  
Following these steps does not guarantee that they will get along- please 
use caution and proceed knowing there is inherent risk. 
 
Most cats will not attack a hen but they do pose a threat. 
 

Eggs 
   The best time to collect eggs is in the early afternoon.  For the freshest 
eggs, collect daily. 
Once the eggs are collected, they should be cleaned.  Cleaning the egg 
without water is best.  Unwashed eggs have a natural antibacterial 
coating called a bloom, which is broken down with water.  If your eggs 
are really dirty, use warm, running water from a faucet and scrub. 
   Next, put the eggs in the refrigerator and eat for breakfast!  Eggs are 
good for 2 months after the date of collection when stored in the fridge. 
(Fun fact: By the time you purchase them, the average grocery store eggs 
are about 6 week old). 
 

Additional Important Info 
   Relocating the coop once at least one time per week is a great way to 
fertilize your lawn and prevent droppings from building up on the bottom 
of the coop. 
   We recommend cleaning the coop every week by replacing the old 
shavings with new ones, or by using a scoop to clean out droppings. 
   We have grown up with a variety of animals our entire lives and 
chickens are at the top of the list when it comes to cleanliness, but as with 
any animal, we recommend that you wash your hands after any contact. 
 

Daily Chicken Care Summary 
1. Check feed and water bowls daily. They do not overeat, so you can fill 
their feed bowl to the top. If it is hot outside, please ensure they have fresh 
water every day (you can even put ice cubes in the bowl on really hot 
days). If it is cold outside, water must be checked to ensure that it does 
not freeze.  
 
2. If possible, hens should be let out of their coop daily for supervised free-



range time- even if it is just for 15 minutes. Supervision is necessary, as 
predators do pose problems. If they cannot be let out, move the coop to 
a new patch of green in the yard so they can free range on that. Each 
night, coop must be closed and locked. 
 
3. Remove eggs from nesting box daily or every 2 days. 
  

Weekly Chicken Care 

 
1. Coop area must be cleaned out at least once a week. All bedding 
must be removed and thrown away or composted and a new layer of 
bedding must be laid down.  We suggest 1 inch in the summer and 2 
inches in the winter. 
 
2. The coop is on wheels so that it can be easily moved. The coop must be 
moved to a new, fresh patch of green at least once a week. The optimal 
location is an area with partial sun.  
 
 
 
 
 

Further Reading 
  

For further reading please check out our Chicken Q&A page 

(http://www.rentacoop.com/Chicken-Q-A.html ) 

  

If you have ANY other questions at all please 

email Tyler@RentACoop.com or call (202)412-4232 

 

We hope that you enjoy you wonderful new hens J 
 

RentACoop 
“Keep the Experience, Recycle the Coop” 


