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Elsk Aalborg In-
ternational is a pro-
ject carried out by 
the local organisa-
tion in Aalborg, pro-
viding internationals 
with a place to belong and learn Danish free 
of charge. The programme seeks out to cre-
ate a bridge between Danes and foreigners 
alike, promoting kindness and helpfulness. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays of each 
week, internationals residing in Aalborg 
meet together at Elsk's community cen-
tre during the afternoon to learn more 
about Danish culture, take language les-
sons taught by Danes and join in a fun ac-
tivity afterwards where everyone gets to 
know one another. 

"We invite everyone to join our free 
Danish classes because it's important if you 
want to connect with Danes, but more im-
portantly we invite people to belong in the 
group, have a role and be a part of some-
thing bigger," said Hanna Pedersen, who 
leads the project. "We have fun with differ-
ent activities, cook and eat together, play 
games and help each other with applying 
for jobs, understanding the Danish system, 
fixing a bike and more."

“It was comforting to know 
that I wasn't the only one 
struggling to fit in.”

For internationals living in Aalborg, 
Elsk has genuinely helped them socialise 
and immerse themselves in Danish socie-
ty, making friends and learning more about 
other cultures. Rebecca Acevedo moved to 
Denmark from Arizona a year ago to live 
with her Danish boyfriend, and believes 
that Elsk helped her manage through 're-
location depression,' meaning being in a 
new place, surrounded by an unfamiliar 
language. 

"Denmark is totally opposite compared 
to the Arizona Desert. So, it allowed me to 
meet Danish locals and other expats, hear 
different stories and form bonds," said 
Acevedo. "It was comforting to know that 
I wasn't the only one struggling to fit in, 
and it was even more comforting to know 
I could be welcomed so eagerly into Elsk 
with no questions asked."

Pedersen believes Elsk Aalborg under-
takes itself as a runway for internationals 
to land in Aalborg where they can take off 
into Danish life with essential knowledge 
and meaningful experiences. 

"When people feel safe and have a place 
to belong, they can easily contribute to the 
bigger and better community in Aalborg," 
added Pedersen. THE-INTL

Helping internationals 
feel at home

JAKOB WEIZMAN

IRFAN AND DON 
WALK THE TALK Social Brew has a  dedicated and 

passionate team who continue to de-
liver their speciality coffee to res-
taurants, coffee shops and offices 
throughout Denmark and thus sup-
porting micro farmers around the 
world who are suffering from the 
pandemic too.

Social Brew is a local coffee 
roaster offering ethically grown cof-
fee from small farmers around the 
world. Founders, Irfan Asghar and 
Don Mousavi share a common vision: 
“Specialty coffee should not be ex-
pensive, it should be affordable and 
for everyone”. They not only sup-
ply certified speciality coffee but al-
so serve great tasting cups without 
a hefty price tag in the heart of Co-
penhagen.

With all regulations and limita-
tions that the pandemic is placing 
on all enterprises, the collaborative 
partnerships to support and help 
each other was never more critical. 
Co-founder, Don Mousavi, explains 
to The International: “It started in 

February when we got hit, and we did 
not even have enough money to buy 
milk for our coffee shop, but we had 
coffee beans.”

“It is not only us in this 
mess, and what we have 
in our hands and capacity 
is at least to give out some 
coffee beans.”

Social Brew wanted to help their 
community, and during the second 
wave, they continue giving compli-
mentary coffee beans to fellow coffee 
shops that are suffering from conse-
quences of the COVID-19. 

Despite its own challenges, So-
cial Brew takes one step further and 
sets an example for solidarity and co-
operation amongst small businesses. 
As Co-founder says: “This is our nat-
ural responsibility to give a hand to 
each other in time of crisis.” THE-INTL

For more info: socialbrew.dk / 
https://www.facebook.com/social-
brew.cph

This enterprising coffee shop is living 
up to its mission, even during the time 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

MARTINA POPADAKOVA

THE FEEL-GOOD 
STORIES OF DENMARK

versity advice is one of the most rewarding 
roles I have encountered as an Education-
al Consultant and learning about the Nordic 
Study Abroad Community (NSAC) has in-
spired me to spread the word. 

“The NSAC Conference is the 
best channel to get in touch with 
serious, determined 
and curious Scandinavian 
students.” - Bocconi University, 
Italy, Veronica Sullo

Receiving university guidance is a for-
eign concept for many students in Denmark, 
but NSAC is an invaluable resource to start 
the process. Scandinavians can join this non-
profit, international student organisation 
that raises awareness of Higher Education 
opportunities for students globally.

THE NEXT GENERATION OF STUDENTS
This year marked the 10th anniversary of 

the NSAC Conference, an informative event 
led by two ambitious members, President 
Natasha Peters and Vice-President Maiken 
Vindmar. With two hundred participants, 
fourteen international universities and five 
Nordic organisations, NSAC’s first virtual 

conference was a tremendous success.
Co-founder, Nicholas Bendt, highlight-

ed the fundamental principles embedded in 
the NSAC approach, encouraging like-mind-
ed students to expand their horizons and 
explore global opportunities. Valuable in-
sights were shared by NSAC volunteers re-
garding university life, financing, preparing 
to go abroad and applying for internation-
al degrees. 

Nordic Study Abroad Community is mak-
ing a difference for aspiring Nordic millenni-
als - a commendable pay it forward initiative 
led by highly ambitious students. Looking for 
inspiration? THE-INTL

Learn more about NSAC: https://nor-
dic-sac.org/ 

STUDENTS 
INSPIRING 
STUDENTS

SKYLER BENTLEY HALL

JAKOB WEIZMAN is Danish-Colombian. As an interna-
tional journalist he's covered political and cultural top-
ics in Kosovo, Colombia and Austria. He currently re-
sides in Aalborg, and is achieving his Master's degree. 
Jakob likes to read, exercise, and listen to classic rock..

MARTINA POPADAKOVA is Slovak by blood and a Glob-
al Citizen by heart. She completed an MSc in Interna-
tional Security & Law at the University of Southern Den-
mark in 2018.  Over the last 2 years, Martina has  worked 
as a facilitator and project coordinator in various NGOs.
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SKYLER BENTLEY HALL is Canadian, and has worked 
in the education sector for three decades and supports 
students with their educational journey. As the Founder 
of Bentley Hall Educational Consulting, she advises on 
career and university options globally.

What is more inspiring 
than observing young, ambi-
tious students motivate their 
peers about unique academic 
pathways? 

Supporting students with 
personalised career and uni-
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