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TTHIS YEAR I had the pleasure of mentoring 
Monica Bastos as part of the Greater Co-
penhagen Career Programme, a creative 
and ambitious MSc. Candidate at Roskil-
de University (RUC). She is a dual citizen 
and second-generation Canadian with fam-
ily from Portugal and Mozambique. Monica 
is delighted to share a bit about her RUC 
experience studying a Masters in Social 
Science, Spatial Designs & Society (SDS).

SPATIAL DESIGNS AND SOCIETY
SDS at Roskilde University melts together 
geography, anthropology, sociology, and 
urban studies as well as more practical de-
sign thinking and consultancy approaches. 
Students apply theoretical frameworks to 
research-based ethnographic methods to 
explore various real-life cases and research 
queries. The programme is people-centric 
and rooted in the curiosity and critical as-
sessment of design processes and spatial 
designs.

PROJECTS AND STUDY 
OUTCOMES
I participated in projects relating to mo-
bility and tourism, wayfinding, and mu-
seum-going practices. In a unit on con-
sultancy and design processes, my group 
contributed to uncovering life-long learn-
ing frameworks for universities to adapt 
continuous learning principles. We also 
fashioned proposals to increase daily civ-
ic life in Copenhagen's Meat Packing dis-
trict. Qualitatively researching traditional 
courtyard spaces uncovered best practic-
es and uses, which might help design invit-
ing social and communal spaces in the ver-
tical courtyard. We collaborated with the 
public and private sectors (e.g. Gehl, Ur-
gent. Agency, København Kommune, DGI 
Byen), and through ethnographic meth-
ods, we uncovered nuances and intrica-
cies of designs, relating our findings to 
theoretical and conceptual frameworks. 
As a result, I have become more critical of 
city spaces seeing how spatial design im-
pacts how we live and how people interact 
with and in spaces. Now, I perceive com-
munities and urban spaces as pseudo-de-
sign objects.

RUC THESIS
This has been an opportunity to study 
something that I love – street and ur-
ban art. I enjoy graffiti and am fascinat-
ed to understand the correlation between 
street art and society – or street art's so-
cial impacts. My thesis predominantly fo-
cuses on commissioned pieces such as 
murals and organised street art festivals 
and their relation to urban revitalisation 
and renewal. I am interested in explor-
ing the nuances and impacts of murals 
and street art on redeveloping urban ar-
eas. More specifically, I observe how mu-
rals and street art culture can fit into mu-
nicipal goals and urban aesthetics/fabric.

STREET ART PROJECTS
My study site is in Copenhagen's Nord-
vest district, where, from 2018 to 2019, 
murals changed the gable façades of the 
AB Mønten housing blocks and the visual 
fabric of the Rentemestervej corridor. In-
tending to comprehend street art culture, 
I broadened my fieldwork methods to in-
clude volunteering at a local street art 
festival. Meeting of Styles Copenhagen is 
organised by Street Studies – a non-prof-
it organisation founded by Steffen Gray. 
They are committed to street art projects 
and bridging the gap between street art, 
qualitative studies and community initi-
atives that bring about positive and cre-
ative city branding and placemaking for 
safer and more vibrant spaces. In addi-
tion, I have interviewed and discussed 
street art in other locales, including Cal-
gary, where I grew up and where urban 
mural projects have recently added col-
our to various building façades. I also 
participated in less scripted encounters 
such as street art walks in Copenhagen, 
Faro and Olhão. I love creating opportu-
nities to understand the intentions of the 
art, artists' creation of street art-related 
events, municipal initiatives, and organi-
sational processes.

REVELATIONS AND REALISATIONS
The natural encounters rooted in identi-
fying shared passions with new connec-
tions (locals, tourists, guides, organisers, 

artists) are unique opportunities for un-
scripted revelations and realisations on 
the impacts of street art as a phenome-
non. Though mindful of the ethics of col-
lecting data, I am transparent about com-
municating my interest on a personal and 
academic level. I aim to ensure that indi-
viduals know how I use communication to 
feed my soul and my thesis project.

EXPERIENTIAL FIELDWORK
One of the key outcomes of studying SDS 
is connecting my learning with real-life ex-
periences. It is fulfilling to submerge into a 
study, and the more experiential the field-
work, the more access points and better-
rounded vantage points for analysis. Flex-
ibility and openness debunk biases, and 
diverse perspectives only bolster the study 
in identifying repetitions and patterns in 
the data set. This program has brought to 
the forefront the importance of curiosity 
and critique. These two things are essen-
tial in understanding how we live, ideat-
ing, and creating better designs for peo-
ple. THE-INTL
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"ORGANISING STREET ART IN PUBLIC 
SPACES REQUIRES A LOT OF INTERDIS-
CIPLINARY COORDINATION BETWEEN 
RADICALLY DIFFERENT STAKEHOLDERS. 
HAVING ACADEMICS WITH A BROAD IN-
TERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATION (LIKE 
MONICA) PARTICIPATE IN THE PROCESS-
ES IS INVALUABLE TO THE OVERALL 
QUALITY OF OUR PROJECTS." - STEFFEN 
GRAY, FOUNDER OF STREET STUDIES
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