
Rwanda Gatare
Setting the bar higher
Building sustainability through pushing quality.

Coffee Specifications

Brewing Guidelines
Gatare is a big jammy coffee 
with deep sweet fruit tones and 
caramel flavors. This coffee pulls 
great as an espresso.

Filter: 1:17 ratio, 4  minute brews, 
medium grind
Espresso: 18g in, 40-42 out, 
28-34 seconds

Rwanda is a unique coffee growing country. Plagued by genocide and a 
civil war that tore the country apart, there were few opportunities for 
people to establish a living. Given the nature of rich volcanic soil, rolling 
hills at high elevation, and a suitable climate, non-profits and Non-Gov-
ernment Organizations saw opportunity to build washing stations and dry 
mills to encourage coffee production as a way to build a sustainable living 
for many. That initiative saw the areas around Lake Kivu explode with 
newly constructed facilities, but many of these organizations lacked an 
understanding of how coffee production worked, and for years most of 
the coffee produced was funneled to the commodity market where it never 
was able to support the cost of production. 

Coffee quality in Rwanda has high potential. Gatare is one of the oldest 
washing stations in Rwanda, dating back to 2003. By emphasizing the 
foundations of quality specialty coffee production — picking and sorting 
only ripe cherry, carefully monitoring fermentation and washing, meticu-
lously turning coffee during the drying process and sorting for defect — 
Gatare has been able to showcase that focusing on quality can create a 
sustainable operation. With years of developing their techniques, theses 
coffees from Gatare have only gotten sweeter and more balanced. We’re 
proud to support specialty coffee in Rwanda by featuring this coffee from 
Gatare for the second year in a row. 

District: Nyamasheke
Sector: Karambi
Washing Station: Gatare
Elevation: 1800 meters 
Variety: Bourbon
Processing: 16-18 hours dry 
fermentation, fully washed, dried 
on raised beds
Taste notes: raisin, dark choco-
late, brown butter, baking spice


