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The following is written by Valerie Wardlaw 
from Knockando Woolmill. 
 
Knockando Woolmill 

 
Knockando Woolmill is the oldest working 
district Woolmill in the UK. The Woolmill was 
operated by a single extended family from the 
mid 1800s, manufacturing cloth, yarn and 
blankets for local folks and tweed for the 
estates.  In 1975, Duncan Stewart, the last 
family member to have the Mill and croft, 
decided he was too old for making textiles 
and farming. Duncan tried to sell the 
machinery to another textile company, but 
received such a derisory offer that he decided 
to advertise it in Exchange & Mart. If it didn't 
sell, he would scrap it all.  
  
By chance, three lads from London were 
coming up to stay in Glenlivet and saw the 
advertisement. Intrigued, they came to the Mill, 
and doing what young people do, bought the 
machinery for £500 from Old Duncan, and the 
Mill building from the Estate for £500! Bizarrely, 
there is a stipulation in the Estate condition of 
sale, which states that no pottery manufacturing 
should take place!  The three lads set to 
learning how to make textiles, with Duncan 
teaching them all he knew, and in two weeks, 
they were making cloth.  
 

In the end, there was only a living for one 
person - Hugh Jones – who for over thirty years 
has continued to produce tweed, rugs and 
blankets on the old looms. Using expertise 
passed down through generations, he has 
managed single-handedly to continue 
manufacturing whilst stopping the buildings 
from falling down round his ears. 
  
In 2000 Knockando Woolmill Trust was 
formed to preserve the A-listed Woolmill site 
and Victorian textile machinery for the future. 
The restoration of buildings and machinery is 
nearly completed, the Mill is now starting to 
manufacture cloth again, and the whole site 
opened to the public in June 2012.  
 
However one area of the Woolmill still looked 
like a building site and was in dire need of 
rejuvenation - the garden.  
 

 
 
The Project 
The garden was integral to the self-
sufficiency of past Woolmill tenants and is an 
important part of heritage of the site. The 
garden was cultivated as a kitchen garden 
until the 1970s but then gradually declined.  
Two years of construction work left the area 
barren of anything other than subsoil, traces 
of the original garden paths, and a restored 
summerhouse, built in the 1920s for a 
Woolmill resident who had TB.  
 
Enter the Beechgrove Garden Community 
Garden Initiative and garden designer Kirsty 
Mclean. 
 
 
 



The Design 
 

 
Kirsty took her inspiration for the design from a 
host of historic photographs and images of the 
Woolmill garden.  In the past the Woolmill 
tenants grew food, flowers, and plants used in 
the wool dying processes of the mill.  The staff 
and volunteers at the Woolmill wanted to reflect 
the importance of the garden in the past as a 
place for relaxation in the tenant’s hardworking 
lives, and for helping to put food on their table.   
  
The Woolmill team asked Kirsty to design a 
garden to grow vegetables, herbs, and fruit to 
use in the café; a garden with flowers and 
shrubs to entice visitors to amble along the 
paths and relax in the summerhouse; a garden 
that attracted wildlife, particularly moths, which 
are spectacular visitors to the site. 
 
The garden should be practical and homely and 
encourage today’s visitors to reflect on the lives 
of people who tended the garden over the 
centuries.  Kirsty took all our ideas and hopes, 
the constraints of climate and soil, and 
recreated the original atmosphere of the 
garden, but bringing it into the 21st century. 
 

 

Preparation 
Then the hard work began. Starting in June 
from subsoil we had to create a garden in three 
months with a small team of Woolmill staff, a 
small amount of money, many volunteers, and a 
huge amount of help and support from local 
companies and the community. 
 
First the drystone walls needed to be built to 
create beds and help make the paths sloping 
from the farmhouse buildings to the burn 
accessible to all.  Providing stones for the walls 
was not a problem- farmers plough them out of 
their fields every year - but finding skilled wall 
builders at their busiest time of the year was 
challenging.  It felt at times like we were the 
building the Great Wall of China, or growing a 
garden of boulders. Mark Macarthur and the 
Historic Scotland apprentices made a great 
start, Tony Cripps, Jake Dickey continued and 
Willie and Alistair Sutherland finished the work, 
ably supported by our walling volunteers. 
 

 
 
Finally all the boulders were off the ground and 
in the walls and we could start recreating the 
paths and the rest of the beds.  Kirsty specified 
a mixture of path edging materials, which we 
had to source, but thankfully not lay ourselves.  
Marshalls donated hundreds of granite setts, to 
be laid with wooden edging materials from JJ 
Jones.  The path laying and edging were part of 
the original Woolmill restoration project and 
were completed by the contractors, GF Job. 
 
Next we laid the creamy sandstone paving 
donated by Lovie’s Quarry, chosen to match the 
colours of the Woolmill buildings.  This raised 



one aspect of gardening that was challenging- 
ask a group of gardeners how to do something 
and you are likely to get many conflicting 
responses. The Sutherland family followed what 
they knew worked and laid the sandstone slabs 
on a dry mix to withstand the frosts. 
 

 
 
During all this heavy engineering phase visitors 
and the local community were really keen to 
help with offers of plants - we needed plants 
grown locally and acclimatized to our cold 
winters.  We were overwhelmed with offers- 
from alpines to allium’s, geraniums to 
gooseberries, Stachys to strawberries- we 
wondered if there would be bare patches in 
gardens across Moray.  The hard part was 
asking people to hold on to them until we were 
ready to plant in September. 
 

 
 
Next came the topsoil- the original soil was 
sandy / clayey derived from glacial deposits, 
and had been compacted by all the building 
works.  We sourced fine sandy topsoil from the 
Forres Business Park on the ‘Laich’- the fertile 
coastal region of Moray- but transporting it was 

the stumbling block.  Thankfully the Baillie 
Brothers gave us a special price for numerous 
lorry loads transported along the long and 
winding roads.   
 
And then the raking started- we thought we had 
seen the last of the stones. 
 

 
 
The last two weekends before the Beechgrove 
team came to film, teams of volunteers were on 
hand raking stones from the soil, adding 
fertilizer, planting bulbs, and identifying and 
potting up plant donations.  The plants just kept 
on coming in every day – people were so glad 
to have a new home for their divided clumps of 
iris and perennials, their herb cuttings and 
spare seedlings, their prized favourite plants. 
This provided fun for our expert garden 
volunteers -identifying wisps of plants. We 
learned a new term for our plants- and our 
garden- it was becoming a ‘friendship garden’ 
as all the plants had been donated by friends 
and not bought. 
 

 



Beechgrove Tartan 
During all the garden preparation our fabric 
designer, John Gillespie, and weaver, Hugh 
Jones, were preparing a special gift for the 
Beechgrove Garden team- their own tartan. 
Based on the McColl tartan sett and using the 
purple and green of the Beechgrove logo, John 
and Hugh designed and wove scarves to go 
with the new garden at the Woolmill. 
 

 
 
Filming Days 
The Beechgrove team arrived and the garden 
started its two-day transformation from shades 
of soil and stone to colours of leaves and 
flowers.  Lots of enthusiastic volunteers turned 
up to rake more stones (I think we will be 
dreaming of stones for sometime to come).  
Chris and Jake and team laid the pristine turf 
donated by Total Turfing- immediately 
transforming the site into a recognisable 
garden.  
 

 

Whisky barrels from local distilleries Tamdhu 
and Glen Rothes were sawn in half by Willie the 
joiner for herb planters for the cafe, and Greg 
delivered the table he made for his daughter 
Elidh, our Learning Officer to use as an outdoor 
classroom.  Nathaniel was on hand with the 
forklift and digger to move turf and topsoil 
around. Stuart brought the sinuous wood 
sculpture that had been keeping him up late at 
night carving for us- inspired by the yarn and 
knots of the weaving shed.   
 

 
 
Milne’s High School students came back to tuck 
all the alpines snugly into pockets of soil filled 
tights, ready for placing in gaps in the walls.  
   

 
 
Kirsty, George and Jim directed volunteers in 
placing the plants ready for putting in the 
ground the next day.  The sun shone late into 
the day and even the midges when they came 
out had something better to do than biting our 
garden volunteers. 
 
The next day dawned and in went the plants. 
Finally.   



 
 
Yellow Iris were planted up by the mill pond for 
groups to experiment with in the future dying 
cloth.  The Greenfingers team from Elgin 
planted lavender borders and tucked alpines 
into the walls.  Garden volunteers planted up 
the herb barrels for the café staff to use in 
preparing food.  Dye plants went into one of the 
raised beds by the farmhouse, fruit bushes into 
beds by the riverbank, a clematis and rose to 
climb over the summerhouse.   
 

 
 
By the end of the second day our huge 
stockpile of donated plants had found a home 
and the garden had come to life.  A very tired, 
but happy group of Woolmill staff and 
volunteers said goodbye to Jim and George and 
the film crew and a huge thanks to Kirsty for 
helping us finish the restoration of Knockando 
Woolmill. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We would like to extend an enormous thank 
you to all the businesses and individuals 
who supported this project and helped 
complete the restoration of the Woolmill site 
with donations of materials, time and 
money.  We really appreciate their 
willingness to help us bring the garden back 
to life. 
We hope we have included everyone, but 
apologise to any individual we have omitted to 
mention- especially any anonymous donors of 
plants.  
 
Local Volunteers 
Dry stone Dyking Team: 
Tony Cripps 
Mark Macarthur  
Heather Griffith  
David Pickering  
Jake Dickey 
Lukose Poblaki  
Peter Roy 
John Gillespie 
Elidh Myrvang Brown 
Alex Ross 
Paul Furness 
Adrian Muscutt 
Valerie Wardlaw 
Jenny, Oliver, David & Hugh Ebdy 
 
Paving and walling: 
Willie Sutherland 
Alastair Sutherland 
 
De stoning team: 
Nigel Sanderson, Amanda Tiddy and Milne’s 
High School Duke of Edinburgh Students 
 



Turfing Team 
Chris Roberts 
Jake Dickey 
 
Planting Team: 
Wilma Geddes 
Chris Lane 
Sue & Bill Mohr 
Brian & Aleta Shaw 
Alison Stockley 
Alan & Annette Gurr 
Siobhan Cunnane 
Elizabeth Furness 
Anne Hodge 
Sheena Kaira 
Heather Buchan 
Katherine Timberlake 
Caroline & Campbell Adamson 
Patricia Gallow 
Hilary Macrae 
Catriona Philip 
Tanya Shiels 
Stephen Hammond 
June Harris 
Jana Hutt 
Milne’s High School Duke of Edinburgh 
Students 
Evelyn Flett and The Greenfingers team 
 
Knockando Primary Junior tour guides and 
Stella Kyte for showing the Beechgrove 
presenters round the site. 
Willie Grant for whisky barrel sawing and 
joinery. 
Greg Brown for building our table. 
Nathaniel Havinden for expert machinery 
operation. 
Stuart Murdoch for the evocative sculpture. 
Mary Bourne for lending one of her beautiful 
sculptures. 
Alan Turner for lending a marquee. 
Janet Holt for cakes. 
 
Special thanks go to: 
Jolyon Havinden for endless help moving heavy 
objects 
 
Knockando Woolmill Staff 
Peter Roy for supervising the project, although 
it did turn his hair white. 
Jenny Ebdy and Valerie Wardlaw for their 
powers of persuasion to get people to help. 

The café staff for an endless supply of delicious 
soup and scones that kept our volunteers fed. 
Fiona Holt for (food) retail therapy keeping the 
kitchen supplied. 
The rest of the Woolmill staff, volunteers and 
Trustees for smiling through yet more 
construction disruption. 
  
We also thank the following for their 
generous support of the project 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Mike & Marion Skelley 
Sheila Patterson 
Knockando Distillery 
Angus Pelham Burn 
June Taylor 
Keith Wild 
 
Without the involvement of the following 
organisations, who donated their time, 
advice and most especially materials, 
Knockando Woolmill Garden would not have 
been brought back to life- we offer them a 
big thanks. 
 
The Beechgrove Garden Team 
 
Kirsty Maclean Garden Designer 
www.gardendesignscotland.com 
 
Lovie Quarry & Concrete Products  
Mark Lovie for sandstone paving slabs 
www.lovie.info 
 
Marshalls Plc. 
Andrew Miller and Andrew Martin (Granite 
setts) 
www.marshalls.co.uk 
 
Threaplands Garden Centre 
Grant and Scott Higgins for paving 
www.threaplands.co.uk 
 
Mains of Drum Garden Centre 
Laurie Scott for plants 
www.mainsofdrum.co.uk 
 
Logie Steading Nursery 
Panny Laing for wonderful locally grown plants 
www.logie.co.uk 
 
Jupiter Wildflower Nursery  



John Warnock for wildflower plugs 
www2.tcv.org.uk 
 
James Jones & Sons Ltd   
Alan Clark for timber edging 
www.jamesjones.co.uk 
 
Carron Stonecraft 
Tony Cripps for drystone walling  
http://carronstonecraft.org 
 
Landform Ltd 
Jake Dickie and team for drystone walling 
http://landformltd.co.uk 
 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
Scott McKnockiter and Steven Hutcheon for 
organising the top soil 
http://www.hie.co.uk/ 
 
Baillie Brothers (Contractors) Ltd 
Kenny Baillie for transporting the topsoil  
www.bailliebrothers.co.uk 
  
Total Turfing Ltd          
Gilmour Cameron for turf 
www.totalturfing.co.uk 
 
Mary Bourne Sculpture 
www.marybourne.co.uk 
 
Stuart Murdoch Sculpture 
www.speysidesculpture.co.uk 
 
Moray Council Parks Department 
Grant Speed - bulbs and primulas 
www.moray.gov.uk 
 
George Duncan Agri Solutions Ltd 
George Duncan for grass seed 
www.georgeduncanseeds.co.uk 
 
A Falconer & Sons  
Sand for paving 
www.sandquarry.co.uk 
 
Chiltern Seeds Limited,  
Angeline Youngs Wildflower meadow seeds 
www.chilternseeds.co.uk/ 
 
Glen Rothes Cooperage and Tamdhu 
Distillery 

for whisky barrels 
 
B&Q Elgin  
Ronnie Stephen- for trellis 
www.diy.com/ 
 
Decora  
Mr McWhirter for tools 
www.diydecora.com 
 
Moray Wastebusters  
Ian Longley- for tools and plant pots 
www.moraywastebusters.org 
 
Scottish Dolphin Centre 
For letting us borrow tools 
dolphincentre@whales.org 
 
Bench Donators: 
Bill & Sue Mohr 
Graeme Stewart 
Alison Hamilton and Alice Smith Cheyne 
Grenville Johnston 
 
Plant Donators: 
Bob and Isabel Young for donating plants that 
came from the original Woolmill gardens. 
Morag & Ronnie Thomson 
Margaret Nixon 
Sheena Robb 
Jana Hutt 
Stella Kyte 
Anne McKay 
Elizabeth Hampson 
Geoff Randolph 
Annie Stewart 
Annette Gurr 
Edna Hendry 
Nicola Irwin 
John & Sarah Nicholson 
Janet Crease 
Jacqueline and Hannah Linfoot 
Ann Colwell 
Elizabeth Hampson 
Brian James 
Colin Dick 
Barbara O’Brien 
David & Joyce France 
Sue & Bill Mohr 
Graeme Stewart 
Marion Yool 
Tracy Sinclair 



 
Thanks also go to: 
Katherine Wolfe from Horner Maclennan for 
keeping our quantities of topsoil correct 
GF Job Ltd for ground works 
Kevin & Stuart Rattray for delivering an endless 
supply of stones 
 
Suppliers: 
Cyan Teak Furniture: benches 
www.cyan-teak-furniture.com 
 
Plants With a Purpose- Dye Plants 
http://plantsandapples.co.uk 
 
Poyntzfield Herb Nursery: Dye plants 
www.poyntzfieldherbs.co.uk 
 
Plant List: 
Herbaceous Plants 
Achillea (yarrow) 
Ajuga (bugle) 
Alchemilla mollis (Lady’s mantle) 
Alpine strawberries 
Alyssum 
Aquilegia 
Aster 
Astilbe 
Astrantia major 
Aubretia 
Bergenia (elephant's ears) 
Campanulas 
Carex buchananii - bronze grass 
Centaurea (cornflower), 
Cynara cardunculus (cardoon), 
Delphiniums 
Dianthus 
Digitalis (foxglove), 
Echinacea (coneflower), 
Echinops (globe thistle), 
Erigeron (fleabane), 
Euphorbia chameleon 
Fern Christata the King 
Geranium (cranesbill), 
Gerenium macrorrhizum 
Geum (avens), 
Helenium (sunflower), 
Hellebore  
Heuchera 
Hosta 
Hypericum 
Iberis (candytuft), 

Japanese Anenomes 
Lamium 
Lavender 
Leucanthemum (oxeye daisy), 
Lithospermum 
Loosestrife 
Lunaria (honesty) 
Lupins 
Meconopsis 
Monarda (bergamot), 
Myosotis (forget-me-not) 
Nepeta (catmint) 
Papaver (poppy) 
Persicaria bistorta superba 
Phlox 
Polemonium ( jacobs ladder) 
Polyanthus 
Primrose 
Primula candelabra + wonda 
Pyrethrum 
Pulmonaria (lungwort), 
Saxifrage (Londons pride) 
Scabious 
Sedums spectabile (stonecrop) 
Silene (campion) 
Solidago (goldenrod) 
Stachys (lambs ear), 
Sweet William 
Sweet woodruff 
Tropaeolum (nasturtium) 
Verbascum (mullein) 
Verbena bonariensis 
Veronicas 
Wild carrot 
 
Culinary Herbs 
Apple mint 
Chives 
Fennel 
Marjoram 
Mint 
Oregano 
Parsley 
Rosemary 
Sage 
Thyme 
 
Dye and Cloth Plants 
Anthemis tinctoria (dyers chamomile) 
Galium verum (Lady's Bedstraw) 
Genista tinctoria (broom family) 
Hypericum perforatum (St John’s wort) 



Iris pseudacorus (yellow flag) 
Isatis tinctoria (woad) 
Potentilla erecta (tormentil) 
Reseda luteola (weld) 
Dipsacus Salvius (Fullers Teasel) 
 
 
Fruiting trees 
Malus domestica (crab apple) 
Plum 
 
Climbers 
Clematis  
Lonicera nitida 
Honeysuckle 
Pyracanthus (firethorn),  
Scented old variety roses,  
 
Fruit Bushes 
Blackberries,  
Black currents 
Blueberries,  
Bramble,  
Gooseberries,  
Raspberries 
Strawberries 
 
Shrubs 
Berberis darwinii (barberry),  
Buddleja 
Chaenomeles speciosa 
Chaenomeles superb 
Cornus sanquinea 
Corylus avellana (hazel), 
Cotoneaster 
Deutzia 
Dogwoods 
Escallonia  
Euonymous europeaeus (spindle), 
Forsythia Int 
Fuchsia Mrs Popple 
Gaultheria 
Heathers 
Hebes  
Hydrangea 
Juniper 
Kolkwitzia amabilis (beauty bush) 
Lavatera 
Leycestria 
Phladelphus 
Rosa rugosa 
Spirea nipponica 

Symphoricarpos (snowberry) 
Syringa (lilac) 
Viburnum bodnantense, 
Viburnum opulus (guilder rose) 
Weigela 
 
Bulbs 
Agapanthus (African lily), 
Allium cristophii, 
Blue iris 
Cardiocrinum gigantium (Himalayan lily) 
Chionodoxa (glory of the snow)  
Colchicum (autumn crocus) 
Convallaria majalis (lily of the valley) 
Crocosmia 
Crocus 
Fritillary 
Galanthus (snowdrops) 
Hemerocallis (Daylily) 
Hyacinthoides non-scriptus (bluebell) 
Lilium 
Narcissus 
Nerine 
Schizostylis coccinea (kaffir lily) 
Scilla 
Tricyrtis (Toad Lily) 
Tulips 
 
Vegetables 
Sutherland Heirloom Kale 
 
Trees 
Willow 
Birch 
Rowan 
Prunus serula (Tibetan cherry) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


