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At the Pantomime : Art : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To explore design features of 
a pantomime. 

Children will become more familiar with the features 
and design aspects of pantomimes. They will 

explore what pantomimes are and find out about 
some of the things you will always expect to see and 
hear at a panto. They will take a close look at some 

photos of pantomime productions to start 
identifying design features. 

• Can children study and comment on some design features 
of pantomimes? 

• Can children sketch aspects of design that they like? 
• Can children come up with ideas for design features for a 

pantomime? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• UK Productions Panto Showreel video
• Picture Cards
• Sketch books

Lesson 2
To be able to design a set for 

a particular pantomime 
scene. 

Children will understand what the term ‘set’ means 
and look at some examples of pantomime sets. They 
will then be guided through how to design their own 
set for a particular pantomime scene, including the 

use of flats to add depth and dimension. 

• Do children know what set design entails? 
• Can children design a set for a particular scene? 
• Can children create a working design that includes all the 

relevant details? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only) 
• A3 paper (FSD? activity only)
• Checklist Card (plenary) 

Lesson 3
To be able to create a model 
set for a pantomime based 

on a design. 

Children will translate their pantomime set designs 
into models. They will use a variety of techniques to 
create different effects, including the use of flats and 

other objects. They will evaluate their finished 
models and discuss how they feel about them. 

• Can children follow a design to create a model set? 
• Can children use a variety of techniques to create different 

effects? 
• Can children evaluate their finished work and the work of 

others? 

• Slides
• Designs from Lesson 2
• Boxes and other appropriate art materials 
• Help Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• A4 card (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 4
To be able to design 

costumes for pantomime 
characters. 

Children will look at some examples of pantomime 
costumes, looking particularly at the costumes of 
pantomime dames. They will learn how to use a 
template as the basis of costume designs before 

designing their own costumes for particular 
characters. 

• Can children design a costume for a particular purpose? 
• Can children make appropriate choices about colours and 

other design features? 
• Can children evaluate their finished work? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C/4D
• Picture Sheets
• Character Costume sheets
• Collage materials (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 5
To be able to design a 

costume accessory for a 
pantomime. 

Children will explore different props that certain 
characters need as part of their costume, such as 

wands, swords, wings or hooked hands. Your class 
will consider how the design of these accessories 

can help portray the character they are dressing, as 
well as how, for example, a wand might look 

different for a goody and a baddy. They can then 
design some props of their own. 

• Can children describe costume accessories that various 
pantomime characters might use? 

• Can children design their own costume accessories? 
• Can children choose appropriate design features for an 

accessory for a particular character? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 6
To be able to design a poster 

to advertise a particular 
pantomime. 

Children will consider what a pantomime poster 
needs in order to make it successful. They will look 

at some examples, identifying various design 
features. They will then create their own poster to 

advertise a pretend pantomime using their previous 
work throughout the scheme to inform their designs. 

• Can children identify features of pantomime posters? 
• Can children choose appropriate fonts, colours and 

design features in their pantomime posters? 
• Can children incorporate their own set, costume and prop 

designs within their pantomime posters? 

• Slides
• Challenge Cards A/B
• Font Cards
• Digital cameras (FSD? activity only)
• Dressing up clothes/props (FSD? activity only)
• Access to computers (FSD? activity only)
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Can we change places? : Art : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To investigate how the 

environment affects how we 
feel about a place and how 

art can be used to improve a 
place. 

Children will think about how environments can 
affect how we think and feel. They will explore the 
role of sculptures in various locations and how they 
can transform the environment they are in. They will 
look at some examples of sculptures and describe 

what they think and feel about them. 

• Do children recognise that the environment influences our 
lives and how we feel? 

• Can children discuss sculptures and say what they think 
and feel about them? 

• Can children suggest how art has been used to improve 
an area? 

• Slides
• Picture Cards
• Worksheet 1A/1B

Lesson 2
To collect visual information 

and to explore ideas 
for a site-specific sculpture. 

Children will consider how they can use the 
environment around them to gather ideas for a site-
specific sculpture. They will take rubbings, sketches 
and photos of interesting patterns, lines or images 

to use in future sculpture designs. 

• Can children use first-hand observation to gather ideas? 
• Can children collect a variety of visual information? 
• Can children make suggestions about how they would use 

their ideas in a sculpture? 

• Slides
• Checklist 2A/2B/2C
• Sketchbooks and pencils
• Digital cameras (optional)
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Worksheet 2A (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3 To be able to design a site-
specific sculpture. 

Children will use the ideas and information they 
have gathered so far to design a sculpture for a 

particular site. This could be a region in their local 
area, an area they are familiar with or one of the 

scenes shown on the pictures provided. Children will 
focus particularly on making sure their design 

reflects the area they are designing the sculpture for. 

• Can children develop their ideas for a sculpture of a 
chosen site? 

• Can children use ideas they have gathered in their 
designs? 

• Can children explain how their design reflects the area 
their sculpture is intended for? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Challenge Card 3A (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To use ‘found’ materials to 
create a sculpture. 

Using their designs from the previous lesson, 
children will create a small model (maquette) of their 
sculpture. They will look at some examples of artists 
who use ‘found’ objects to create sculptures before 
thinking about which objects they could use for their 

maquettes. 

• Can children use a variety of materials to create the basis 
of a sculpture?

• Can children use a variety of techniques to join and 
combine materials? 

• Can children compare their work to the work of others?  

• Slides
• Sculpture designs from Lesson 3
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• Variety of reclaimed and recycled materials
• Glue, sticky tape, scissors, craft knives, etc. 

Lesson 5
To be able to use finishing 
techniques to complete a 

sculpture. 

Children will consider how they can improve their 
maquettes by adding papier mâché or Modroc to 
add texture and create a base for adding colour. 

They will add finishing touches to their sculptures, 
considering how they can be improved. 

• Can children describe ways in which they can improve 
their sculptures? 

• Can children use a variety of finishing techniques to 
improve their sculptures? 

• Can children discuss their finished artwork and say how 
they think and feel about it?

• Slides
• Sculptures from Lesson 4
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Papier-mâché, Modroc or similar
• Paints

Lesson 6 To be able to evaluate a 
finished piece of artwork. 

Children will evaluate their finished sculptures and 
the sculptures of their peers through a variety of 

different activities.

• Can children evaluate their own work? 
• Can children evaluate the work of others? 
• Can children describe how their finished sculpture fits into 

the area it was designed for? 

• Slides
• Completed sculptures
• Evaluation 6A/6B
• Spinner sheet
• Sculpture cards
• Boxes, cardboard, string, glue, etc. (FSD? activity only)
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Warhol and the Pop Art Movement : Art : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To find out who Andy Warhol 
was and explore the Pop art 

movement. 

Children will start to learn about the life, work and 
early techniques of Warhol. Following this, they may 

either collect, organise and annotate information 
about Warhol or find out about aspects of popular 

culture in the 1950s–60s.

• Can children explain what the Pop art movement was? 
• Do children know who Andy Warhol was? 
• Can children describe what they think about various works 

of art, giving reasons for their choices? 

• Slides
• Question and Answer Cards
• Books/access to internet
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Picture Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Answer Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To be able to use Warhol’s 
blotted line technique to 

create artwork. 

Children will learn more about Warhol, focussing on 
his blotted line technique. They may then either 

produce their own works of art using this technique, 
or recreate a work of art by Warhol.

• Do children know what the blotted line technique is? 
• Can children use the blotted line technique in their own 

work? 
• Can children evaluate their artwork and say what they 

think and feel about it? 

• Slides
• Picture Cards A/B
• Tracing paper and plain paper
• Black ink
• Fountain pens, ink quills or thin paintbrushes

Lesson 3
To explore and recreate 

Warhol’s ‘Campbell’s Soup’ 
artwork. 

Children will learn about Warhol's 'Campbell's Soup' 
artwork, and discuss its significance. They will then 
create their own works of art in a similar style, or 

inspired by Warhol's work.

• Can children discuss their ideas about what constitutes art 
and what doesn’t? 

• Can children make decisions about colours to use in their 
artwork? 

• Can children colour in carefully and accurately? 

• Slides
• Colour Testing sheet
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C/3D
• Label Template (FSD? activity only)
• Food cans (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To explore Warhol’s portraits 
of celebrities. 

Children will study some of Warhol's portraits, then 
create their own Warhol-inspired portraits of 

celebrities who they admire.

• Do children know why Warhol chose to create artwork of 
celebrities? 

• Can children create a portrait in the style of Andy Warhol? 
• Can children comment on and evaluate their artwork and 

the artwork of others? 

• Slides
• Picture Cards
• Tracing and plain paper
• Paints
• Picture Sheets (FSD? activity only)
• Help Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Felt-tip pens (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To be able to create a self-
portrait in the style of Andy 

Warhol. 

Children will study a Warhol self-portrait, then plan 
and create their own self-portraits inspired by 

Warhol. They may either use pencils, pens, paints 
etc., or computer software.

• Do children know what a self-portrait is? 
• Can children create a self-portrait by making careful 

observations? 
• Can children use colour and style to create a self-portrait 

in the style of Andy Warhol? 

• Slides
• Mirrors
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Art materials (dependent on activity) 
• Digital cameras (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To be able to use objects of 

popular culture to create Pop 
art. 

Children will learn about the pop art movement, 
then create their own pop art pictures or sculptures 
using a range of techniques, materials and found 

objects.

• Can children describe the features of Pop art? 
• Can children design and create their own Pop art using 

items from current popular culture? 
• Can children fairly evaluate their artwork and the artwork 

of others? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Everyday items (e.g. branded packaging) 
• Art materials (depending on activity) 
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Alarms : DT : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To investigate what alarm 

systems are used for and how 
different types of switches are 

activated. 

Children will look at a variety of alarm systems and 
consider their uses. They may then either discuss 
and agree upon appropriate alarms for a range of 
scenarios, or answer questions about a variety of 

alarm systems.

• Do children recognise the uses to which alarm systems 
can be put? 

• Do children understand that switches work in different 
ways? 

• Do children understand the dangers of mains electricity? 

• Slides 
• Worksheet 1A/1B 
• Scenario Cards 1A 
• Picture Cards 1A (FSD? activity only) 
• Worksheet 1C (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To investigate how to create 

circuits with a variety of 
different switches. 

Children will consider ways in which different 
switches may be used to control an electrical circuit. 
They may then either investigate creating working 
circuits with a variety of switches, or try to create 

circuits according to given diagrams.

• Can children explain how a simple circuit works?  
• Can children experiment with different ways of creating 

circuits and switches?  
• Do children know how to work safely with electricity?

• Slides 
• Challenge Cards 2A/2B 
• Bulbs, batteries, wires, buzzers, etc.  
• Strips of card, paper clips, butterfly clips, etc.  
• Challenge Cards 2C (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To be able to design an alarm 

system for a particular 
purpose. 

Children will draw and annotate an alarm system 
design for a purpose of their choosing.

• Can children design an alarm system that is suitable for a 
particular purpose?  

• Can children apply what they have learnt about alarms, 
circuits and switches when designing their own alarm 
systems?  

• Can children discuss and finalise their designs?

• Slides 
• Worksheet 3A/3B 
• Checklist 3A

Lesson 4 To be able to create an alarm 
system based on a design. 

Referring to previously created designs, children will 
make model alarm systems for a purpose of their 

choosing.

• Can children apply what they have learnt when making 
their alarm systems?  

• Can children use a variety of electrical components 
accurately?  

• Can children discuss their work and suggest areas for 
improvement? 

• Slides 
• Checklist 4A 
• Completed designs from Lesson 3 
• Electrical components: bulbs, batteries, buzzers, wires, etc.  
• Items for creating switches: strips of card, paper clips, 

butterfly clips, pins, wire, etc. 
• Physical computing components and coding software 

(FSD…? activity only)

Lesson 5 To evaluate a finished 
product. 

Children will evaluate their own design process and 
finished product according to a number of given, 

and agreed upon, criteria. They may either do this 
individually or in small groups.

• Do children understand why evaluation is an important 
part of the designing and making process?  

• Can children evaluate their own finished products fairly?  
• Can children discuss their work and the work of others 

fairly? 

• Slides 
• Completed alarm systems from Lesson 4 
• Worksheet 5A/5B 
• Worksheet 5C (FSD? activity only)
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Money Containers : DT : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To explore a range of money 
containers and examine their 

features. 

Children will study, describe and compare a variety 
of different money containers. They may then either 

examine some money containers – drawing and 
labelling them, or answer questions about a variety 

of money containers.

• Do children know that money containers are designed for 
different purposes and users?

• Can children identify features common to all money 
containers?

• Can children draw, label and evaluate different money 
containers?

• Slides
• Money containers (purses, wallets, belt bags, etc.)
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Questions Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To learn how to sew using a 
range of different stitches. 

Children will identify ways in which money 
containers have been joined by sewing, then either 
practise joining scrap material by hand sewing, or 

practising decorative hand sewing techniques.

• Do children know that money containers are designed for 
different purposes and users?

• Can children identify features common to all money 
containers?

• Can children draw, label and evaluate different money 
containers?

• Slides
• Needles and pins
• Thread
• Small pieces of fabric
• Scissors
• Embroidery Alphabet A/B/C/D (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3 To gather ideas for designing 
a money container. 

Children will begin to develop ideas for making a 
money container, either by cutting, folding and 
joining paper to explore ideas, or constructing 

model containers using given templates.

• Do children understand that modelling can be used to try 
out different ideas?

• Can children make a template including a seam 
allowance?

• Can children mark out measurements accurately?

• Slides
• Newspaper
• Pins
• Money Container Templates (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To be able to design a money 
container. 

Children will draw and annotate designs for money 
containers for an 'audience' of their choosing. 

Alternatively, they may design a money container for 
a given audience and/or purpose.

• Can children write a simple specification for their design 
based on the intended user?

• Can children produce a detailed design for their money 
container?

• Can children explain how they will create their money 
container? 

• Slides
• Templates from lesson 3
• Worksheet 4A/4B
• Design Request Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Design Brief Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• A3 paper (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5 To be able to make a money 
container using textiles. 

Children will, based on previously completed 
designs, make money containers using hand sewing 

techniques.

• Can children follow their design to create a money 
container?

• Can children use accuracy and control when working with 
textiles?

• Can children use finishing techniques to make their money 
container aesthetically pleasing?

• Slides
• Designs from lesson 4
• Needles and pins
• Thread
• Fabric
• Fasteners (e.g. buttons, zips, Velcro etc)
• Items for decorations (e.g. sequins, ribbon etc)

Lesson 6 To be able to evaluate a 
finished product. 

Children will show and evaluate their finished money 
containers, either individually or in small groups.

• Can children evaluate their own finished products?
• Can children evaluate the work of others?
• Can children suggest ways in which they could improve 

their work?

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B
• Play coins and notes 
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Seasonal Foods : Design & Technology : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To cook using British 

ingredients available all year 
round.

Children will learn why certain British foods are 
seasonal, and consider some pros and cons of foods 
from other parts of the world being available all year 

round. They may then either cook, or learn more 
about the process of wheat production.

• Do children know what ‘seasonal food’ is?
• Do children know why certain foods are available all year 

round in Britain?
• Can children use a variety of techniques to bake cakes 

safely and hygienically?

• Slides
• Cooking Safely A/B
• Fairy Cake Recipe 1A
• Growing Wheat 1A
• Flow Diagram 1A

PLUS: Ingredients and equipment listed in recipe.

Lesson 2
To know how seasonal fruits 

in Britain are grown and 
processed.

Children will learn how and when a variety of fruits 
are produced in Britain, including how farming 

methods are used to slow down or speed up the 
ripening process. They may then either cook, or visit 

a pick your own fruit farm. 

• Do children understand that some seasonal fruits are 
suited to the climate and weather conditions in Britain?

• Do children know how fruit may be processed and/or 
preserved?

• Can children follow instructions for a recipe using seasonal 
fruit or jam?

• Slides
• Food Calendar A/B/C/D/E
• Fruit Tarts Recipe 2A
• Cooking Safely
• Writing/Drawing Frames

PLUS: Ingredients and equipment listed in recipe.

Lesson 3
To understand why 

vegetables form an important 
part of a healthy and varied 

diet.

Children will learn about a variety of vegetables 
grown in Britain, when they are in season, and why 
they are important in a healthy diet. They may then 

either cook, or create a seasonal food collage.

• Do children know why vegetables form an important part 
of a healthy diet?

• Do children know when some British vegetables are in 
season?

• Can children prepare a healthy meal using seasonal 
vegetables?

• Slides
• Cooking Safely
• Stuffed Peppers Recipe 3A
• Food Calendar
• Cooking Skills Cards

PLUS: Ingredients and equipment listed in recipe.

Lesson 4
To find out about how 

seasonally produced meat 
can form part of a healthy 

diet.

Children will learn about the nutritional value of 
meat, eggs and dairy products, as well as discover 

why some meats are seasonal and some are 
available all year round. They may then either cook, 
or try tasting and describing a range of vegetarian 

foods.

• Can children name a variety of food products that come 
from animals?

• Do children know some reasons why some meat is not in 
season all-year-round?

• Can children prepare a healthy, savoury meal using meat 
(or a vegetarian alternative)?

• Slides
• Food Calendar
• Meatballs Recipe
• Cooking Safely A/B
• Cooking Skills Cards
• Vegetarian Foods 4A

PLUS: Ingredients and equipment listed in recipe.

Lesson 5
To know how fish are caught 

or reared, processed and 
used in healthy meals.

Children will learn about how, where and when fish 
is farmed or caught in Britain, consider some issues 

associated with fishing, and learn about quality 
assurance marks on the fish we buy. They may then 

either cook, or create an information text about 
eating less fish to combat overfishing.

• Do children know some ways in which fish are caught or 
reared and processed in Britain?

• Do children know some of the nutrients in fish?
• Can children prepare a healthy, savoury meal using fish or 

vegetarian alternatives?

• Slides
• Cooking Safely
• Food Calendar
• Challenge Card 5A
• Recipe Sheet 5A
• Fish-Free Fridays 5A
• Writing/Drawing Frames

PLUS: Ingredients and equipment listed in recipe.

Lesson 6
To show what you have 
learned about eating 

seasonal food as part of a 
healthy, varied diet.

Children will learn about some unusual foods that 
are only in season for a brief period each year. They 
will then reflect on their prior learning, showing what 

they have understood through a variety of games 
and writing activities.

• Do children know some reasons why some foods are only 
in season for a short time?

• Can children explain why it is a good thing to eat seasonal 
food?

• Can children recall and apply what they have learned 
about seasonal food in Britain?

• Slides
• Food Calendar
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Writing/Drawing Frames
• Seasonal Food Game
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Our European Neighbours : Geography : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To be able to locate Europe 
on a world map and find out 

about its features. 

Children will identify the seven continents of the 
world before looking more closely at a map of 
Europe. They will compare Europe with other 

continents in terms of its size and features, and 
identify the seas and oceans surrounding Europe. 
Children will use facts they have learnt to answer 

questions and annotate maps. 

• Can children locate Europe on a world map? 

• Do children know that the UK is a country in Europe? 

• Can children describe some of the geographical features 
of Europe? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Books, atlases, access to internet, etc. 
• Fact File sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Fact Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To be able to identify and 
locate countries in Europe. 

Children will identify Europe on a world map before 
locating the UK within Europe. They will then go on 

to explore the names and locations of other 
European countries. They will annotate maps of 

Europe with the names of countries. 

• Can children locate Europe on a world map? 

• Can children identify European countries? 

• Can children use a map to identify European countries? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C
• Maps/atlases 
• Country Labels (FSD? activity only)
• European Map sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Large sheets of paper
• String/ribbon (optional - FSD? activity)

Lesson 3
To be able to identify 
European countries 

according to their features. 

Children will recap the location of a variety of 
European countries. They will then explore some 
human features of different European countries, 

including flags, currencies and governments. 
Children can then identify a country from given 
clues, complete information in a table or match 

countries to their flags. 

• Can children match European flags to their countries? 

• Do children know that there are a variety of currencies in 
Europe, including the euro?

• Can children describe ways in which European countries 
are different from each other? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Information Sheet
• Books, access to internet, etc. 
• European Flags sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Flag Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To be able to identify the 
major capital cities of Europe. 

Children will identify the difference between a 
continent, country and capital city before identifying 
the capital cities of a variety of European countries. 
They will use maps to locate capital cities and start 

to explore features of some major cities. 

• Can children describe what a capital city is? 

• Can children identify the capital cities of some European 
countries? 

• Can children locate European capital cities on a map? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• Quiz Template (FSD? activity only)
• Information Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5 To be able to compare two 
European capital cities. 

Children will recap some major capital cities in 
Europe before choosing two to compare. They will 

generate questions to help them compare the 
physical and human features of London and Paris, or 
choose two capital cities they would like to explore 

and compare for themselves. 

• Can children identify landmarks belonging to different 
European cities? 

• Can children use a variety of sources to find out about the 
geographical features of cities? 

• Can children compare and contrast two different 
European cities? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C/5D
• Description Cards
• City Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To find out about the human 

and physical features of a 
European country. 

Children will choose one European country to 
research in detail. They will generate questions they 
can ask to help them find out information, and use a 

variety of sources of information to find answers. 
Children will consider both the human and physical 
geography of their chosen country, presenting the 

information in a variety of ways. 

• Do children understand the difference between human 
and physical geography? 

• Can children use a variety of sources of information to find 
out about a particular country?

•  Can children present the information they have found out 
appropriately? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Books, maps, atlases, access to internet, etc. 
• Country Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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Village Settlers : Geography : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To find out about the 
needs of early settlers 

and the origins of place 
names. 

Children will think about early settlers in 
Britain and what resources they would have 
needed when setting up a village. They will 
consider why certain places were chosen for 
settlements and discover how some of our 

place names originate from these early 
settlers. 

• Can children explain who some early settlers were 
and why they settled in Britain? 

• Can children describe the needs of early settlers? 
• Do children know what some of the origins of 

place names are? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Place Name Origins sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Maps of Britain (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To be able to identify 

settlements and reasons 
for their original siting. 

Children will recap some of the name endings 
that came from village names given by early 

settlers, such as places ending in -don, 
-chester, -stow or -wick, and find out what 
they mean. They will then use a map to 
identify some modern towns, cities and 

villages that have these suffixes, seeing if they 
can identify the reason it was named as it was. 

• Can children use a map to identify early 
settlements? 

• Can children suggest reasons for the original siting 
of these settlements? 

• Can children suggest reasons why some areas 
developed more than others over time?

• Slides
• Access to internet 
• Worksheet 2A/2B
• Worksheet 2C (FSD? activity only)
• Place Name Origins sheet
• Ordnance Survey maps

Lesson 3
To be able to identify a 

range of mapping 
symbols and know their 

meanings. 

Children will look at an Ordnance Survey map 
to identify some common map symbols. They 
will then go on to look at some further map 

symbols and identify their meanings. They will 
use map symbols to compare towns and 

villages. 

• Can children identify mapping symbols? 
• Can children explain what different mapping 

symbols mean? 
• Can children compare different villages?

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Ordnance Survey maps
• Access to internet (if necessary)
• Domino Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To understand and 

describe how settlements 
are connected. 

Children will identify different types of roads 
in the UK, such as motorways, ‘A’ roads and 
‘B’ roads. They will start to understand how 
the road system works and use what they 

have found out to navigate from one 
settlement to another. 

• Can children identify different kinds of roads on a 
map? 

• Can children use grid references accurately? 
• Can children describe how settlements are 

connected?

• Slides
• Ordnance Survey maps
• Access to internet
• Worksheet 4A/4B
• Worksheet 4C (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To be able to design a 

village settlement 
influenced by physical 
features and personal 

choice. 

Children will consolidate what they have 
learnt about villages to design their own 

village settlement. They will use symbols and 
keys in their designs and maps, and consider 
what human and physical features they will 

need to include in their villages. 

• Can children create a map that includes both 
physical and human features? 

• Can children create a key? 
• Can children create grids and grid references? 

• Slides
• A3 paper
• Help Sheet A/B
• Mapping or graphics software (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz



Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2016          NB: ‘FSD? Activity only‘ refers to the alternative ‘Fancy Something Different…?‘ activity within the lesson plan           www.planbee.com 

Earning a Living : Geography : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To explore jobs and why 
they are important. 

Children will explore the reasons people work 
and some of the different types of jobs 

people have, such as full-time or part-time 
work. They will then look at a variety of 

different jobs and identify what each job 
entails. They will be challenged to match a 

job to its description. 

• Can children explain some of the reasons why 
people work? 

• Can children identify a variety of different jobs and 
their roles? 

• Can children describe which jobs they would and 
wouldn’t like to do? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C/1D
• Job Title Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To be able to group jobs 
into sectors. 

Children will understand what a job sector is. 
They will be given a brief overview of the 

types of jobs that can be found across a wide 
range of job sectors before considering which 

sector they think they would like to work in 
when they are older. They will also start to 
understand that some jobs get paid more 

than others. 

• Can children identify the main job sectors? 
• Can children match a variety of jobs to their 

sectors? 
• Do children know that not all jobs are paid 

equally? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C
• Job Title Cards
• Sector Cards
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3 To explore industries of 
the UK. 

Children will find out what terms such as 
‘business’, ‘industry’ and ‘economy’ mean. 
They will name some industries and notice 

that different countries have different 
industrial strengths. They will also identify 
some of the major industries of the UK. 

• Do children know what the economy is? 
• Can children name some of the main industries in 

the UK? 
• Can children identify areas on the UK on a map? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Information Sheet
• Industry Cards (FSD? activity only)
• United Kingdom Map (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To find out how people 

earn a living in other parts 
of the world. 

Children will recall some of the UK’s largest 
industries before exploring in further detail 
how a country’s climate and resources affect 
its industry and economy. They will find out 
about some of the different jobs people can 

do in other places around the world, focusing 
particularly on jobs relating to trade. 

• Do children know that different parts of the world 
have different industries? 

• Can children describe some of the ways in which 
people in other countries earn a living? 

• Do children know that a lot of jobs involve the 
manufacture and trade of items? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B
• Profile Cards
• World Map sheet
• Information Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To find out about 

unemployment and its 
effects. 

Children will identify some of the reasons 
adults don’t work including retirement and 

unemployment. They will find out about the 
help given to the unemployed in the UK and 
compare this to other countries around the 
world. They will start to consider the effect 

unemployment on family and friends. 

• Do children know some of the reasons why some 
adults are unemployed? 

• Can children describe some of the effects 
unemployment has on people? 

• Do children know that the government supports 
unemployed people financially? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Job Vacancies sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Applicant Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To find out children 

around the world who 
help earn a living for their 

families.  

Children will explore the reasons why children 
in other parts of the world have to work 

instead of going to school. They will look at 
some examples of jobs children around the 

world do before thinking about the link 
between education and employment. 

• Do children know that some children in poorer 
countries have to work to support their families? 

• Do children understand the link between 
education and employment? 

• Can children express their own ideas about the 
sort of job they would like in the future? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C/6D
• Interview Sheet
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Early Civilisations : History : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To explore where and when 
the first civilisations began. 

Children will define the term ‘civilisation’ and be 
given a brief overview of when the earliest 

civilisations developed. They will place these 
civilisations on a timeline, identifying the difference 
between ‘A.D.’ and ‘B.C.’. They will also discover 

where in the world these civilisations arose. 

• Do children know what the word ‘civilisation’ means? 
• Do children know the approximate dates of some of the 

earliest civilisations? 
• Do children know the locations of some of the earliest 

civilisations? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C/1D/1E
• Early Civilisations Map
• Early Civilisation Cards
• Timeline Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To find out about the first 
writing systems. 

Children will find out about the first writing systems 
and how this developed into cuneiform writing. They 
will explore some other early writing systems, such 
as ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics and the Shang 

Dynasty oracle script. 

• Do children know when people first started using a writing 
system? 

• Can children suggest reasons why writing systems were 
necessary? 

• Do children know that writing systems developed over 
time? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C
• Word Cards A/B
• Phoenician Alphabet sheet
• Clay and clay tools (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3 To explore trade in early 
civilisations. 

Children will explore the concept of trade, 
identifying how and why people in early civilisations 

traded with each other. Children will explore how 
people traded without written records or money, 

and will find out about the earliest coins. 

• Do children know why people starting trading? 
• Do children know why people started using tokens for 

trading? 
• Do children know when money was first used? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Commodity Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Tokens, e.g. counters, shells, etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To find out about 

mathematical understanding 
in early civilisations. 

Children will find out why and when the first number 
systems developed. They will explore the number 
systems of the Sumerians, ancient Egyptians and 

Shang Dynasty, thinking about how the systems are 
similar or different to each other and the modern 

number system. They will find out how early 
civilisations developed various units of 

measurement.

• Do children understand why writing and number systems 
developed? 

• Do children know that number systems varied between 
early civilisations? 

• Do children know that early civilisations developed other 
areas of mathematics, e.g. weights and measures? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C/4D
• Number System sheets
• Challenge Card (FSD? activity only)
• Counting to Sixty video (plenary)

Lesson 5
To explore the technology 

and inventions of early 
civilisations. 

Children will define the term ‘technology’ before 
looking at some of the earliest technological 

advances, such as the wheel. They will go on to 
predict which inventions were made before, during 
or after early civilisations and use research to find 

out if their predictions were correct. 

• Can children make predictions about the dates of 
inventions based on their historical knowledge? 

• Can children use a variety of sources of information to 
help them answer questions? 

• Can children evaluate what they have found out and use 
this to describe the inventions of early civilisations? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A
• Invention Cards A/B/C 
• Fact Cards
• Books, access to internet, etc. (FSD? activity only)
• Question Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To explore the buildings and 

architecture of early 
civilisations. 

Children will think about how technology enabled 
buildings to develop over time from simple mud 

houses to towering pyramids. They will think about 
how ancient Egyptian pyramids and Sumerian 

ziggurats were built, and compare archaeological 
evidence with myths. 

• Do children know how buildings developed over time? 
• Can children identify buildings of the earliest civilisations? 
• Can children describe or suggest how early buildings were 

constructed? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Picture Cards 
• Information Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Story Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Sentence Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 7
To consolidate knowledge 
and understanding of early 

civilisations. 

Children will recap the main features and 
achievements of early civilisations. They will consider 
which achievements they think were most important, 

giving reasons for their choices. They will use 
evidence they have gathered to answer questions 

and express their understanding. 

• Can children describe the main achievements of the 
earliest civilisations? 

• Can children express their knowledge in a variety of ways? 
• Can children use evidence they have gathered to ask and 

answer questions? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 7A/7B
• Information Book Template
• Quiz Template
• End of Unit Quiz
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Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots : History : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To study the archaeological 
evidence at Sutton Hoo to 
ask and answer questions. 

Children will understand what an archaeologist does 
before finding out about the discovery of the burial 

ship at Sutton Hoo. They will look at some of the 
objects found at the site to ask and answer 

questions, considering what we can learn from the 
objects found. 

• Do children understand what an archaeologist does and 
why they excavate certain sites? 

• Can children study objects and answer questions about 
them? 

• Can children make suggestions about what the objects 
discovered at Sutton Hoo tell us about the person buried 
there?

• Slides
• Object Cards
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C/1D
• Challenge Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To find out who the Anglo-

Saxons were and where they 
came from. 

Children will place the Anglo-Saxons on a timeline 
and find out who was living in Britain when they first 
invaded. They will learn why the Romans left Britain 
and how this allowed other groups to invade from 
other parts of Europe. They can also consider the 
difference between the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’. 

• Can children explain the difference between invasion and 
settlement?

• Can children place the Anglo-Saxons on a timeline?
• Can children identify on a map where the Anglo-Saxons 

came from?

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C/2D
• Question Sheet A/B (FSD? activity only)
• Answer Cards A/B (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To find out who the Picts and 
Scots were and where they 

lived. 

Children will find out who the Picts and Scots were 
and where they lived. They will consider why they 
had different cultures despite a close geographical 
proximity, and think about why there were tensions 
between the two groups. They will also learn about 
the lifestyle and culture of these two peoples and 

consider the accuracy of Roman depictions of Picts 
and Scots.  

• Do children know who the Scots were and where they 
lived? 

• Do children know who the Picts were and where they 
lived? 

• Do children understand that there were tensions between 
the Scots, Picts and Anglo-Saxons? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C/3D
• Picts/Scots eBook
• Help Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Ogham Alphabet Sheet (FSD? activity only) 
• Clay, clay tools, paint (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To be able to use various 

historical sources to find out 
about Anglo-Saxon life. 

Children will generate questions they would like to 
find the answer to regarding everyday life in Anglo-
Saxon Britain, including areas such as homes, food 

and leisure. They will use a variety of sources of 
information to find the answers. 

• Can children generate questions relating to everyday life 
in Anglo-Saxon times? 

• Can children use a variety of historical sources to find out 
about everyday life? 

• Can children compare the lives of rich and poor Anglo-
Saxons? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• Information Sheet A/B
• Picture Cards
• Recipe Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Anglo-Saxon Games sheets (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To explore Anglo-Saxon 

culture including art, music, 
legends and poetry.

Children will use the story of Beowulf to help them 
find out how Anglo-Saxon society was organised. 
They will learn about different aspects of Anglo-

Saxon culture, including stories, poetry and art, and 
use what they have found out to make inferences 

about Anglo-Saxon life. 

• Can children describe the pastimes of different type of 
people in Anglo-Saxon Britain? 

• Can children infer what life was like in Anglo-Saxon Britain 
from the story of Beowulf?

• Do children understand why they told stories like 
Beowulf?

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Story Sheet A/B
• Riddle Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Riddle Solutions sheet (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 6 To explore the spread of 
Christianity in Britain. 

Children are challenged to identify whether the 
person buried at Sutton Hoo was Christian or pagan. 
They will find out about the spread of Christianity in 

Britain from centres such as Iona and Lindisfarne, 
and identify some of the key features of both 

Christianity and paganism at this time to help them 
identify the religion of the the person within the 

burial ship. 

• Do children know that some people in Britain were 
Christians before the Anglo-Saxons invaded? 

• Do children know that Anglo-Saxons were pagans when 
they came to Britain? 

• Can children describe some of the factors that helped 
convert Britain to Christianity? 

• Slides
• Fact Cards
• Question Sheet A/B
• Worksheet 6A (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 7
To use what has been 

discovered at Sutton Hoo to 
draw conclusions about who 

was buried there. 

Children will discover the probable identify of the 
person buried at Sutton Hoo as King Raedwald. 
They will learn about historians’ reasons for this 

assumption and use what they have found out to 
support or disprove this theory. They can also 

consolidate their own understanding of life in Anglo-
Saxon Britain. 

• Can the children explain the evidence for their decisions 
about who the person at Sutton Hoo was?

• Can the children make a judgement about which evidence 
is most helpful?

• Do the children understand that other people have 
different interpretations?

• Slides
• Worksheet 7A/7B/7C
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only) 
• End of Unit Quiz
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Sikh Rites of Passage : RE : Year 3/4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To find out who Sikhs are and 
what they believe. 

Children will understand that Sikhism is one of the 
major world religions. They will find out how Sikhism 
began and why, before looking at some of the core 

beliefs and practices of Sikhism. 

• Do children know who Guru Nanak was and how Sikhism 
began?

• Can children describe some of the fundamental beliefs of 
Sikhism? 

• Can children ask and answer questions about the basic 
beliefs and practices of Sikhism?

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Information Sheet
• Domino Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To find out about the naming 
ceremonies of Sikh children. 

Children will identify what happens during the 
‘Naam Karan’ ceremony. They will find out how 

names for boys and girls are generated by reading 
from the Guru Granth Sahib, and find out that names 
can be given to both boys or girls. They will consider 
ways in which Sikh naming ceremonies are similar or 

different to other naming or birth ceremonies in 
different religions. 

• Can children describe what a ‘Naam Karan’ ceremony is?
• Can children explain how Sikh babies are given their 

names?
• Can children identify similarities and differences between 

Sikh naming ceremonies and those of other religions?

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C
• Sikh Names sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Name Plate Templates (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3 To find out about the Sikh 
baptismal ceremony of Amrit. 

Children will learn what the Amrit ceremony is and 
what happens during this ceremony. They will 

consider the importance of this ceremony to Sikhs 
and find out how and when the practice began. 
They will understand what the 5 Ks are and their 

importance to Sikhs in their daily lives. 

• Can children explain what the Amrit ceremony is and why 
it is important to Sikhs? 

• Can children explain how the Amrit ceremony began? 
• Do children know what the 5 Ks are and what they 

symbolise? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Amrit Story Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To find out about Sikh 
marriage ceremonies. 

Children will find out about the importance of 
marriage in the Sikh religion before looking at the 

features of a Sikh wedding ceremony. They will 
consider how Sikh weddings are similar to or 

different from weddings in other faith groups or 
communities. 

• Do children know some of the features of a Sikh wedding? 
• Can children identify similarities and differences between 

Sikh weddings and weddings of other cultures? 
• Can children express their knowledge of Sikh weddings in 

a variety of ways? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A
• Fact Sheet
• Books/access to internet, CD ROMs, etc. 

Lesson 5
To find out about Sikh 

funerals and beliefs on life 
after death. 

Children will identify some of the features of Sikh 
funerals and identify Sikh beliefs in life after death 

and reincarnation. They will consider their own 
beliefs on life after death and compare this with the 

Sikh belief in reincarnation. 

• Do children know some of the features of a Sikh funeral 
ceremony? 

• Can children explain some of the Sikh beliefs on life after 
death? 

• Can children give their own opinions on what they think 
happens after death? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B
• Acrostic Poem sheet (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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Christmas Journeys : RE : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To learn about the 

importance of Bethlehem 
to Christians and to find 
out what a pilgrimage is.  

Children will find out where Bethlehem is and 
start to understand why it is a significant 

location in Christianity. They will learn what a 
pilgrimage is and think about why people go 
on pilgrimages to Bethlehem. They will also 

identify some pilgrimages sites for other 
major religions and explore what Israel is like 

today. 

• Can children explain why Bethlehem is an 
important religious site? 

• Can children explain what a pilgrimage is? 
• Can children compare what Bethlehem was like 

when Jesus was born to what it is like today? 

• Slides
• Lyrics sheet
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Picture Cards
• Information Sheet (FSD? activity only) 
• Books, access to internet - optional (FSD? activity 

only)

Lesson 2
To find out about Mary 
and Joseph’s journey to 

Bethlehem. 

Children will discover why Mary and Joseph 
had to travel to Bethlehem from Nazareth and 
look at how far the journey would have been. 

The emphasis is on how Mary and Joseph 
would have felt at this time and encourages 
your class to think about what the journey 

would have been like. 

• Do children know why Mary and Joseph travelled 
to Bethlehem?

• Can children identify how Mary and Joseph might 
have been feeling?

• Can children make connections with their own 
experiences?

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C

Lesson 3
To find out about some of 

the key features of the 
nativity story.  

Children will read and re-tell the section of 
the nativity story that tells of the angels’ visit 
to the shepherds. Children will consider what 
the shepherds might have been feeling and 
describe why they are an important part of 

the nativity story. 

• Can children re-tell the story of the shepherds in 
the nativity story?

• Can children explain why the shepherds are an 
important symbol in the nativity story?

• Can children empathise with the characters in the 
story? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Video cameras (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To find out how religious 
ideas can be expressed 
through music and art. 

Children will study the role of the three wise 
men in the nativity story and look at how they 

have been represented in music and art 
across the centuries. They will read the story 

of the visit of the wise men, find out what gifts 
they brought Jesus and consider how these 
visitors to the stable were different to the 

shepherds. 

• Do children know the story of the three kings?
• Do children know how religious ideas can be 

expressed through music and art?
• Can children express their own ideas through 

music and art?

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A
• Musical instruments (if desired)
• Art materials (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To learn about how the 

emotions of the people in 
the story are the same 

emotions as people have 
today. 

Children will consider Herod’s motivations for 
infanticide and think about why Mary, Joseph 

and Jesus had to flee to Egypt. They will 
relate this to refugees today. There is also the 
chance to re-tell the story of the nativity from 

start to finish. 

• Can children explain why Mary and Joseph had to 
flee to Egypt?

• Can children empathise with the emotions of the 
characters?

• Do children understand that people a long time in 
the past had the same emotions as people today?

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B
• Nativity Story Templates (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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Hindu Worship at Home and in the Mandir : RE : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To learn about some 

important aspects of Hindu 
beliefs in God.

Through the story of Svetaketu, children will learn 
about some core principles of Hinduism. They may 
then either create Hindu art, or explain some Hindu 

beliefs in their own words.

• Can children explain how symbols are used in some 
religions to represent God?

• Can children explain Hindu beliefs about God in their own 
words?

• Can children reflect on their own beliefs or ideas as well as 
those of followers of other religions about God?

• Slides
• Worksheets 1A/1B/1C
• Aum Symbols 1A (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To identify some 

characteristics of Hindu gods 
and goddesses.

Children will learn about some characteristics of 
Hindu gods and goddesses, some artefacts 

associated with them, and how these relate to Hindu 
beliefs. They may then either explain these in their 
own words or consider how they show aspects of 

their own personalities.

• Can children identify some characteristics of Hindu gods 
and goddesses? 

• Can children make links between the appearance of Hindu 
gods and the beliefs which underlie them? 

• Do children show an understanding of the idea that one 
person has many characteristics? 

• Slides
• Fact Sheet 2A/2B/2C
• Audio recorder
• Challenge Cards 2A/2B (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To understand why a shrine is 

a special place in a Hindu 
home.

Children will learn about the importance of shrines 
for many Hindus, then either draw and label pictures 
to show what they have learned and understood, or 
consider which places are special for them, and why.

• Can children describe how a shrine is cared for in a Hindu 
home? 

• Do children understand how God is thought of in Hindu 
homes? 

• Can children reflect on their own experiences of special 
places?

• Slides
• Worksheets 3A/3B/3C/3D
• Hindu Shrines 3A

Lesson 4
To understand why puja is 
important for Hindus, and 

how it is practised at home.

Children will learn about puja: its rituals, their 
meaning, and the symbolism of offerings. They may 
then either draw, label and describe puja trays, or 

take part in a range of meditation activities.

• Can children explain the meaning of puja for Hindus? 
• Can children explain the practice of puja for Hindus? 
• Can children reflect on their own experience of giving as 

an act of showing love? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• Videos of puja rituals (see below)

Lesson 5 To explore Hindu worship in 
the mandir. 

Children will learn about what a mandir is, the 
significance of some of their features, and how 

Hindus worship in them. They may then compare 
this to Hindu worship at home, or create Hindu art.

• Can children describe what is involved in Hindu worship in 
a mandir? 

• Can children reflect on the meaning of ‘worship’ and 
understand its significance for Hindus? 

• Can children use the correct terminology relating to Hindu 
worship?

• Slides
• Handout 5A/5B/5C
• Mandir Slides 5A/5B/5C
• Paint, brushes etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To evaluate what you have 

learned about Hindu worship 
at home and in the mandir.

Children will collect and share what they have 
learned and understood about Hindu worship 

through a range of differentiated writing activities, 
then do an end of unit quiz.

• Can children evaluate what they have learned about 
Hinduism?

• Can children compare and contrast Hindu worship with 
worship in other religions? 

• Can children ask and answer questions to further their 
knowledge of Hinduism? 

• Slides
• Mind Map 6A/6B
• Report 6A
• Questions Cards 6A (FSD? activity only)



Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2016          NB: ‘FSD? Activity only‘ refers to the alternative ‘Fancy Something Different…?‘ activity within the lesson plan           www.planbee.com 

Why is Easter important to Christians? : RE : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To learn about the events of 
Palm Sunday. 

Children will recall what they already know about 
Christianity and who Jesus was before looking at the 
events surrounding Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. 
They will consider why he was greeted by cheering 
crowds and find out how Christians commemorate 

Palm Sunday today. 

• Can children talk about the fact that the crowd welcomed 
Jesus because he was the Messiah? 

• Can children recount the story of Palm Sunday? 
• Can children explore the feelings of Jesus as he faced 

death? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Strips of card or palm leaves (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To learn about the 

significance of the Last 
Supper. 

Children will identify the events surrounding the Last 
Supper and consider what Jesus was trying to teach 
his disciples through his actions. They will find out 

how Christians commemorate the Last Supper 
through communion and think about the meaning 

behind the bread and wine.  

• Do children understand what Jesus was trying to tell his 
disciples at the Last Supper? 

• Can children explain why Jesus described himself as a 
servant? 

• Do children understand what the Eucharist is?

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B
• Information Sheet
• Access to internet

Lesson 3
To learn about the events 
that led up to Jesus being 

arrested. 

Children will find out what happened after the Last 
Supper and before Jesus was arrested. They will find 

out how Jesus was let down by his disciples in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and consider why some of 

the disciples acted in the way that they did. 

• Can children retell the main events of the Garden of 
Gethsemane? 

• Can children begin to understand the emotions involved 
in the events leading up to Jesus’ death? 

• Can children express their ideas in a variety of ways?

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Worksheet 3D (FSD? activity only)
• Art materials (FSD? activity only)
• Large sheets of paper (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To find out about the events 
and emotions surrounding 

the crucifixion of Jesus. 

Children will read about the events surrounding the 
crucifixion, considering the reasons why Jesus was 

put to death. They will think about how other 
characters within the story were feeling at various 

points. They can then study some art portraying the 
crucifixion as a stimulus for considering how they 

feel about it. 

• Can children describe the events of the crucifixion? 
• Can children talk about the feelings of the disciples, 

Jesus, his friends and family? 
• Can children explain some of the reasons why Jesus was 

put to death? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B
• Question Cards
• Picture Cards 
• Acrostic Poem Template (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To find out about the events 

of the resurrection and to 
explore Christian beliefs in 

life after death. 

Children will find out what happened after Jesus was 
crucified and read the story of the resurrection. They 

will consider how different characters might have 
been feeling before exploring Christian beliefs about 

life after death. 

• Can children talk about the resurrection and give reasons 
why Christians believe in life after death? 

• Can children explain the symbolism of the cross and 
crucifix for some Christians? 

• Can children interpret the different responses of people 
involved in the resurrection of Jesus? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To learn about the meaning 
of ‘Messiah’ for Jesus and to 
summarise the events of Holy 

Week. 

Children will find out the meaning of the word 
'Messiah' and Christian beliefs about Jesus as the 

Messiah, reading the story of Mary Magdalene as an 
example. They will then be given the chance to 

consolidate what they have learnt about the events 
of Holy Week and answer the question, ‘Why is 

Easter important to Christians?’ 

• Can children describe the main events of Holy Week? 
• Do children understand what the word ‘Messiah’ means? 
• Can children interpret different understandings of the role 

of the Messiah? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Activity Cards (FSD? activity only)
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Buddhist Festivals : RE : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
Why is Buddhism special?

To gather, select and 
organise ideas about 

Buddhism.

Children will recap prior knowledge of Buddhism, 
then learn more about its core principles. They will 
then either collect their own ideas and add other 

information to mind maps, or discuss similarities and 
differences between the principles of Buddhism and 

those of other religions.

• Can children organise their ideas to show what they 
already know about Buddhism?

• Do children understand that there is no ‘supreme deity’ in 
Buddhism?

• Can children explain some ways in which Buddhism differs 
from other religions?

• Slides
• Buddhism Fact Cards

Lesson 2
Vesak

To understand why Buddhists 
give offerings during Vesak.

Children will read a story about Siddhartha Gautama 
and consider how it relates to some of the rituals 

and celebrations during Vesak. They may then either 
retell the story in their own words, or describe their 

own moments of 'enlightenment'.

• Do children know what is celebrated during Vesak?
• Can children explain some ways in which the festival of 

Vesak is observed?
• Can children explain why Buddhists give offerings of food 

during Vesak?

• Slides
• Worksheets 2A/2B/2C
• Buddha Story
• What Is Enlightenment? (FSD? activity only)
• Light Bulb Moment! (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
The Ploughing Festival

To understand how and why 
significant moments in the 

life of the Buddha are 
celebrated.

Children will learn about a Buddhist festival 
principally celebrated in Thailand. They will read 
another story about the life of the Buddha, then 

determine why this moment in his life is celebrated, 
and in what ways.

• Do children know some ways in which Buddhists celebrate 
during the Ploughing Festival?

• Do children understand why this moment in the Buddha’s 
life is celebrated?

• Can children explain some ways in which the story 
reminds Buddhists about the teachings of the Buddha?

• Slides
• Worksheets 3A/3B/3C
• Ploughing Festival Resources (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
Loy Krathong

To understand how and why 
Buddhists pay respect to the 

Buddha.

Through studying the festival of Loy Krathong, 
children will learn about many of the typical rituals 
associated with Buddhist worship. They will give 

reasons why certain objects are significant for 
Buddhists, then either recreate aspects of the festival 

or describe it in their own words.

• Can children describe some ways in which Loy Krathong is 
celebrated?

• Do children understand the significance of giving offerings 
of flowers and lighting candles?

• Do children understand the difference between paying 
respect and worshipping?

• Slides
• Worksheets 4A/4B/4C
• Make A Krathong (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
Songkran

To know how activities during 
the festival relate to the 

teachings of the Buddha.

Children will suggest reasons why water is significant 
for Buddhists during this festival particularly, then 

either learn more about the concept of parinirvana, 
or recreate aspects of the Songkran festival.

• Can children compare their own New Year’s Eve 
celebrations to those of Buddhists in Thailand during 
Songkran?

• Do children understand the significance of the use of 
water in Buddhist rituals?

• Can children explain how the use of water in Buddhist 
rituals relates to the teachings of the Buddha?

• Slides
• Worksheets 5A/5B
• Songkran Activity (FSD? activity only)
• What have you learned? (FSD? activity only)
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Identity and Belonging : RE : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To understand how drama is 
used to reinforce important 

teachings and stories in 
religions. 

Children will consider how a number of external 
factors help shape our identity. They will then draw 

mind maps, create fact files, or write at length about 
how their identities are shaped by many things 

around them.

• Can children explain what an identity is?
• Do children understand that many external factors can 

help shape a person’s identity?
• Can children consider the things which have helped shape 

their sense of identity?

• Slides
• Identity Fact Files
• What does it mean to be British? Statements (FSD? activity 

only)

Lesson 2 To consider the ways in which 
we express our identity.

Children will consider ways in which they, and 
others, express their identity through their actions. 
They may then either describe how they express 

their own identities, or how religious communities 
express themselves by helping others.

• Can children think of some words to describe significant 
aspects of their own identity?

• Can children explain some ways in which they express 
their identity through their actions?

• Do children know some ways in which religious identity is 
expressed?

• Slides
• Worksheets 2A/2B/2C
• Helping Others
• Internet access, books etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3

To consider differences 
between the beliefs of 
different groups and 

communities, and how we 
can show tolerance and 

understanding.

Children will think about what 'diversity' means (in 
terms of the UK population). They will also consider 

how opinions about what constitutes a 'minority' 
group varies, and the importance of showing 

tolerance and understanding.

• Do children understand what ‘diversity’ means when 
talking about a population?

• Do children know what a ‘minority’ faith group is?
• Can children consider some ways in which we can show 

tolerance and understanding of those of different faiths?

• Slides
• Tolerance and Understanding Statements
• Worksheets 3A/3B/3C/3D

Lesson 4
To explore ways in which a 

sense of belonging is shaped 
by our relationships and 

environment.

Children will consider how the place where they live 
shapes who they are, then ask and answer questions 
about the experiences of refugees forced to leave 

their homes and communities. They may then either 
study what religions say about welcoming 

newcomers, or produce posters about their own 
senses of belonging.

• Can children think of some things which help shape a 
sense of belonging?

• Can children consider the difficulties for people forced to 
leave their homes?

• Can children find out about some ways in which 
newcomers can be helped and made to feel welcome?

• Slides
• Worksheets 4A/4B/4C
• What does the Bible say about newcomers?
• What does the Qur’an say about newcomers?
• Belonging Poster (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To consider some of the 

responsibilities of belonging 
to a global community.

Children will learn what is meant by 'global 
community', then consider the rights and 

responsibilities of its citizens. They will then 
undertake a range of activities where they will show 
what they think the responsibilities of global citizens 

are.

• Do children know what the ‘global community’ is?
• Can children explain what it means to be a ‘global 

citizen’?
• Can children think of some responsibilities we have as 

members of a global community?

• Slides
• Worksheet 5
• Global Issues Cards
• Earth Guardians Sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To consider the importance 

of sharing in our global 
community.

Continuing from the last lesson, children will 
consider what we share with members of the global 
community, including shared responsibilities. They 
may then either find out what different religions say 
about sharing, or identify ways in which they help 

others through charitable activities.

• Can children think of some things which are shared by all 
citizens of our global community?

• Can children suggest some ways in which sharing can help 
those less well-off?

• Can children consider what religions say about the sharing 
of resources?

• Slides
• Worksheets 6A/6B/6C
• The Story of Ruth
• World Map (FSD? activity only)



Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2016          NB: ‘FSD? Activity only‘ refers to the alternative ‘Fancy Something Different…?‘ activity within the lesson plan           www.planbee.com 

Living in Environments : Science : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To be able to identify a 
variety of habitats and 

explore why organisms live in 
different habitats. 

Children will identify habitats, and consider why their 
conditions are important for the animals living in 

them. They will then either describe habitats in their 
own words, or explore a local habitat.

• Do children know what a habitat is? 
• Can children identify a variety of habitats? 
• Do children know that animals live in habitats that are 

suited to their needs? 

• Slides
• Habitat Cards
• Riddle Cards 
• Animal Cards 
• Worksheet 1A/1B (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To be able to group 

organisms according to their 
characteristics.

Children will organise animals into groups according 
to some of their characteristics. They may then 

either continue to sort animals according some of 
their own criteria, or examine some animals and 

group them based on observations.

• Can children identify similarities and differences between 
similar organisms? 

• Can children group animals and explain the criteria that 
has been used to sort them? 

• Can children make careful observations to identify the 
characteristics of different organisms? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C/2D
• Animal Cards
• Pots, trowels, etc. (FSD? activity only)
• Microscopes/hand lenses (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To be able to classify animals 

into specific groups 
according to their 

characteristics.

Children will use classification keys to identify and 
sort animals into groups. They may also study a 

range of sources to find out about a particular group 
of animals.

• Do children know that animals can be categorised into 
broad groups according to their characteristics? 

• Can children use a classification key to help them identify 
which group an animal belongs to? 

• Can children identify a variety of animals that are 
vertebrates, invertebrates, mammals, amphibians, insects, 
reptiles, fish and birds? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A
• Animal Cards A/B/C
• Animal Classification Key
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To be able to use a 

classification key to identify 
animals.

Children will identify a range of animals from 
different environments using classification keys. 
Optionally, they may create and test their own 

classification keys.

• Can children use a classification key to identify unfamiliar 
animals? 

• Can children use close observations to identify an animal’s 
characteristics? 

• Can children create their own classification keys to help 
identify an animal? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• British Animals Classification Key A/B
• Animal Cards (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 5
To be able to identify and 
classify a variety of British 

plants. 

Children will use Venn Diagrams and Carroll 
diagrams to sort plants according to some of their 

characteristics. Some children may choose their own 
ways of sorting and classifying plants, too.

• Can children group a variety of plants according to their 
characteristics? 

• Can children use a classification key to identify plants? 
• Can children use other sources to help them identify a 

variety of local plants? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B
• Plant Cards
• Digital cameras (FSD? activity only)
• Books, access to internet, etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To explore the human impact 

on habitats and 
environments.

Children will consider ways in which animals living in 
environments are affected by human behaviour, then 

suggest ways in which we can help protect and 
sustain habitats.

• Do children know how one change in a habitat can affect 
all the organisms within that environment? 

• Can children list positive ways in which humans can 
impact the environment? 

• Can children list negative ways in which humans can 
impact the environment? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Scenario Cards
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Eating and Digestion : Science : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To be able to identify and 

classify carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores.

Children will identify similarities and differences 
between the diets of different organisms, then sort 
and describe them using technical vocabulary such 

as herbivore, carnivore, and omnivore.

• Can children explain why all animals, including humans, 
need to eat? 

• Can children identify animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores? 

• Can children classify animals according to their diet? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Animal Cards A/B
• Books, access to internet, etc. 
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To be able to construct and 
interpret a variety of food 

chains. 

Children will learn about food chains, then organise 
a variety of organisms using food chains.

• Do children know what the terms ‘producer’ and 
‘consumer’ mean in relation to food chains? 

• Can children interpret food chains? 
• Can children construct food chains? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C/2D/2E
• Organisms Sheet
• Name Tags (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To identify the different types 

of teeth in humans and 
identify their functions. 

Children will identify different types of human teeth 
and their functions. They will then sort, draw, label or 

describe teeth.

• Can children identify the different types of human teeth? 
• Do children know that the shape of teeth make them 

useful for different purposes? 
• Can children suggest reasons why animals might have 

different types of teeth? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C/3D
• Mirrors (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4 To explore different ways of 
keeping teeth healthy. 

Children will learn about what happens to teeth 
during the lifetime of humans, and consider ways in 

which we can ensure our teeth stay healthy.

• Do children know that humans have two sets of teeth 
during their lifetime? 

• Can children explain why it is important to look after 
teeth? 

• Can children describe ways in which people can make 
sure their teeth stay healthy? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A
• Poster Template
• Information Sheet

Lesson 5 To investigate how the 
digestive system works.

Children will start to learn about the digestive 
system: its organs and their functions. They will then 

use a variety of sources to learn more and answer 
questions.

• Can children ask relevant questions? 
• Can children use different sources of information to find 

the answers to questions they have asked? 
• Can children name some of the organs associated with the 

digestive system? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Fact Cards
• Additional information sources, e.g. books/posters
• Question Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To be able to describe the 

functions of the basic parts of 
the digestive system.

Children will continue to learn, in greater depth, 
about the organs of the digestive system and their 

functions. They will then either draw and label 
diagrams to show what they have learned, or 

conduct a digestion experiment.

• Can children name the organs associated with the 
digestive system? 

• Can children describe the basic functions of the organs 
associated with the digestive system? 

• Can children describe the process of digesting food? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C/6D
• Label Cards
• Help Sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Equipment for experiment - see Help Sheet (FSD? activity 

only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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States of Matter : Science : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To compare and group 

materials together according 
to whether they are solids or 

liquids.

Children will identify, describe, sort and compare a 
variety of solids and liquids, using technical 

vocabulary and giving reasons for their thinking.

• Can children identify solids and liquids? 
• Can children recognise similarities and differences 

between solids and liquids? 
• Do children know that some powders flow like liquids 

because they have fine particles?

• Slides
• Worksheets 1A/1B/1C
• A variety of solids and liquids (FSD? activity only)
• Sticky Labels (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2 To identify and explore the 
properties of gases.

Children will think about what a gas is, how they 
behave, and how they can be observed. They will 

then undertake practical activities where the 
presence of gases can be observed.

• Do children know that air has weight and is all around us?
• Do children know that gases are different from solids and 

liquids in the way they do not maintain their shape or 
volume? 

• Slides
• Worksheets 2A/2B/2C
• Large sheets of card, kites, parachutes, etc. (plenary)

Lesson 3
To observe that materials 

change state when they are 
heated or cooled.

Children will consider what happens when to variety 
of materials when they are heated or cooled. They 

will then either sort groups of materials according to 
their properties, or conduct a melting investigation.

• Do children know that some materials can exist as both a 
solid and a liquid? 

• Do children know that different materials will melt at 
different temperatures? 

• Can children identify some materials that will not melt?

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A
• Picture Cards
• Books, CD ROMs, access to the internet etc.
• Worksheet 3B (FSD? activity only)
• Variety of objects e.g. butter, chocolate, ice cubes, ice cream, 

candles, etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To research the temperature 

in degrees Celsius (°C) at 
which materials change state.

Children will learn in greater depth about melting 
and find out about the melting points of a range of 
materials. They may then either sort a given set of 

materials according to their properties, or conduct a 
melting investigation.

• Why do some materials change state?
• How does temperature affect the rate at which materials 

change?

• Slides
• Worksheets 4A/4B/4C
• Materials Fact Cards
• ‘Ice balloons’, bowls/troughs, water, thermometers/

temperature sensors, food colouring etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5 To understand the process of 
evaporation.

Children will begin to learn about evaporation, 
discussing everyday situations where it can be 
observed. They will then either use technical 

vocabulary to describe evaporation in their own 
words, or conduct an evaporation investigation.

• Do children know that gases are formed when liquids 
evaporate? 

• Can children identify the ‘disappearance’ of water in a 
range of situations as evaporation? 

• Can children make observations, report on findings from 
research and use straightforward scientific language?

• Slides
• Worksheets 5A/5B/5C
• Books, CD ROMs, internet etc.
• Measuring cylinders, beakers, water (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6 To understand the process of 
condensation.

Children will learn about condensation, then 
undertake practical investigations where they can 

observe and describe condensation, using technical 
vocabulary and drawing diagrams.

• Do children know that condensation is when a gas turns 
into a liquid?

• Do children know that condensation is the reverse of 
evaporation?

• Can children record findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings and diagrams?

• Slides
• Worksheets 6A/6B/6C/6D
• Cans of drink
• Beakers/jugs/jars, clingfilm, ice cubes, very warm water (FSD? 

activity only)

Lesson 7

To identify the part played by 
evaporation and 

condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 

of evaporation with 
temperature.

Children will apply prior knowledge of evaporation 
and condensation while learning about the water 

cycle, then describing it in their own words.

• Do children know what the water cycle is?
• Can children accurately name the processes of the water 

cycle? 
• Do children know that evaporation and condensation are 

processes that can be reversed?

• Slides
• Worksheet 7A/7B
• Water Cycle Steps sheet (FSD? activity only)
• Challenge Cards (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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Changing Sound : Science : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1
To find out that sounds are 

made when objects and 
materials vibrate.

Children will learn about how sounds are created, 
then explore the way sounds are produced by a 

variety of instruments or resonant objects.

• Do children know that sounds are made when objects or 
materials vibrate?

• Can children make careful observations? 
• Can children draw conclusions about sounds from their 

observations?

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Variety of musical instruments if available
• Rice and drum; elastic bands; tuning fork and beaker of 

water; rulers; stereo speakers (if available)
• Question Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To investigate whether 

sounds can travel through 
different materials.

Children will learn about how sounds travel through 
different materials. They will give reasons why they 

think some materials will transmit sound better/
worse than others, then investigate.

• Do children know that vibrations from sound sources 
travel through different materials to the ear? 

• Do children know sound can travel through solids, liquids 
and gases? 

• Do children know that some materials allow sound to pass 
through them more easily than others? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C
• Drum/cymbal/something else loud!
• Waterproof buzzer or ticking clock
• Boxes with lid, water and sand with suitable containers (FSD? 

activity only)
• Pre-prepared ‘string telephones’

Lesson 3
To explore the relationship 

between distance and 
volume. 

Children will explore ways in which sounds change 
as you move further away from its source. They will 

suggest reasons for their findings.

• Do children know that sounds get fainter as the distance 
from the sound source increases? 

• Can children carry out an investigation to explore what 
happens to sound as it gets further away? 

• Can children draw conclusions and describe what they 
have found out? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B
• Objects to make sounds
• Metre sticks, tape measures, etc.

Lesson 4
To find out that some 

materials are effective in 
preventing vibrations from 
sound sources reaching the 

ear. 

Children will learn about why it is sometimes 
necessary to prevent sounds from travelling, then 
investigate the soundproofing effectiveness of a 

range of materials.

• Can children name some of the reasons why preventing 
sound to travel is sometimes important? 

• Can children plan a test to measure how well different 
materials muffle sound?

• Can children draw conclusions about which materials 
muffle sound the best? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B
• Buzzers/rattles/ticking clocks
• Materials to test (e.g. foam sheets, fabric, newspaper, bubble 

wrap, tin foil, kitchen roll, clingfilm, paper towels, cotton 
wool, etc.)

Lesson 5
To investigate how sounds 

can be different pitches and 
volumes.

Children will learn about pitch and volume, then 
investigate ways in which they may be altered by a 

variety of instruments or resonant objects.

• Do children know that the term ‘pitch’ describes how high 
or low a sound is? 

• Can children recognise changes in pitch and identify high 
and low notes? 

• Can children investigate different instruments and make 
generalisations about pitch? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C
• Xylophones/glockenspiels
• Books, CD ROMs, access to internet, etc.
• Variety of drums (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To find out how the length, 
thickness and tightness of a 

string affects its pitch. 

Children will consider how the pitch of notes 
produced by stringed instruments is altered, then 

investigate further by experimenting with 
instruments or by making instruments.

• Do children know that the pitch of a stringed instrument 
depends on the length, thickness and tightness of the 
string? 

• Can children suggest ways of testing what happens to the 
pitch of a string when you alter the length, tightness and 
thickness? 

• Can children draw conclusions from their observations? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C
• Variety of stringed instruments
• Elastic bands, boxes, tubes, etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 7
To find out how sounds can 

be made by air vibrating and 
how to change the pitch of 

notes produced by vibrating 
air. 

Children will learn how sounds can be made by air 
vibrating, then explore ways in which the pitch of 

these sounds can be altered.

• Do children know that sounds can be made by air 
vibrating? 

• Can children suggest ways to change the pitch of a sound 
made by air? 

• Can children describe how to change the length of the air 
column vibrating to change pitch? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 7A/7B/7C
• Empty bottles 
• Water
• Xylophones/glockenspiels
• Recorders (FSD? activity only)
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Circuits and Conductors : Science : Year 4
Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To investigate circuits and 
their different components. 

Children will recap prior knowledge regarding 
circuits, then learn about their main components and 

explore ways in which simple circuits are 
constructed.

• Can children identify the purpose of different components 
in a circuit? 

• Do children know that a complete circuit is needed for a 
device to work?

• Can children explain why some circuits will work and 
others will not depending on how the components have 
been put together? 

• Slides
• Balloons
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Circuit Cards (FSD? activity only)
• Batteries, bulbs/buzzers, wires (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 2
To investigate the differences 
between mains and battery-

powered circuits. 

Children will learn about electrical safety, and why 
some appliances are mains powered rather than 
battery powered. They will then either identify a 

variety of electrical appliances, or create electrical 
safety posters.

• Do children understand that working with electricity can 
be dangerous? 

• Can children identify devices that are powered by mains 
electricity and devices that are powered by batteries? 

• Do children know that it is safe to carry out experiments 
with batteries but not with mains electricity? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B
• Picture Cards
• Poster Template sheet (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 3
To recognise some common 
conductors and insulators, 
and associate metals with 
being good conductors.

Children will learn about insulators and conductors, 
then either investigate the conductivity of a range of 

materials, or create models to show how circuits 
work (or not, if they have insulators in them).

• Can children construct a circuit to test which materials 
allow electricity to pass through? 

• Can children explain that with some materials the bulb did 
not light because the circuit was not complete? 

• Can children make generalisations about which materials 
are conductors and which are insulators? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C
• Variety of materials to test (e.g. a rubber, paperclips, pencil, 

teaspoon, coin, paper, teabag, pen, etc.)
• Batteries, bulbs, wires, crocodile clips
• Circuit Labels (FSD? activity only)
• Answer Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To investigate the purposes 
of conducting and insulating 

materials. 

Children will consider reasons why conductors and 
insulators are used in different ways inside and 

outside electrical appliances.

• Can children name some conductors and insulators? 
• Can children explain how appliances and devices use 

plastic as an insulator? 
• Do children know that insulators are used as a safety 

measure? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C
• Books, CD ROMs, internet, etc. (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To be able to use knowledge 
of conductors and insulators 

to create switches to 
complete a circuit. 

Children will learn about, design and test a variety of 
switch designs.

• Do children know that a switch can be used to make or 
break a circuit to turn a device on or off?

• Can children use their knowledge of conductors to create 
a working switch? 

• Can children explain how their switches work? 

• Slides
• Batteries, wires, crocodile clips, bulbs, buzzers
• Variety of materials to construct switches (e.g. pins, paper 

clips, butterfly clips, card, sticky tape, etc.) 
• General Knowledge Quiz (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 6
To be able to plan and carry 

out an experiment to see 
how to change the brightness 

of a bulb. 

Children will suggest ways in which a bulb in a circuit 
could be made to glow brighter or dimmer, then 
plan experiments where they may explore their 

ideas.

• Can children make predictions about how to alter the 
brightness of a bulb? 

• Can children plan and carry out an experiment, changing 
one factor at a time? 

• Can children draw conclusions from their investigations? 

• Slides
• Worksheet 6A/6B/6C/6D
• Batteries, wire, bulbs
• Motors (FSD? activity only)
• End of Unit Quiz
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