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Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot : History : Year 1/2
Learning 
Objective

Overview Assessment Questions Resources

Lesson 1 To explain what Bonfire 
Night is.  

Children will think about how Bonfire Night is 
celebrated today. They will think and talk 

about their own Bonfire Night experiences. 
The lesson ends with your class listening to 

firework sounds and discussing and 
describing the sounds they make. 

• Can the children talk about a time they saw a 
bonfire or fireworks?

• Can the children use the past tense when talking 
about historical events? 

• Can the children ask questions to find out more 
information?

• Slides
• Worksheet 1A/1B/1C
• Picture Cards (FSD? activity only) 
• Clue Cards (FSD? activity only) 
• Blank Cards (FSD? activity only) 
• Firework Sounds MP3 - plenary

Lesson 2 To find out about King 
James I of England

Children will explore what life was like in 
Britain at the end of the Tudor period and 

how King James VI of Scotland became the 
king of England. They will find out what life 
was like for Catholics in England during the 

reign of James I and think about why Puritans 
continued worshipping in secret. 

• Can the children name King James I and Queen 
Elizabeth I?

• Can the children use the past tense when talking 
about historical events? 

• Can the children explain why Catholics were 
unhappy?

• Slides
• Worksheet 2A/2B/2C/2D
• Scenario Cards (FSD? activity only) 

Lesson 3 To find out who Guy 
Fawkes was. 

Children will recap the religious tensions in 
England during the reign of King James I. 

They will find out who Guy Fawkes was and 
why he decided to leave England and join the 

Spanish army. They will find out how Guy 
became involved the plot and form a 

conscience alley to help Guy decide if killing 
the king would be the right thing to do.

• Can children explain who Guy Fawkes was?
• Do children understand why Guy Fawkes and the 

other conspirators created the gunpowder plot? 
• Can children think of relevant arguments to 

influence Guy Fawkes’ decision?

• Slides
• Worksheet 3A/3B/3C/3D
• Sentence Cards
• Task Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 4
To find out what 

happened next in the 
Gunpowder Plot. 

Children will recap who Guy Fawkes was and 
why he and his co-conspirators plotted to 

blow up the Houses of Parliament. They will 
then learn about the events of 5th November 
1605 and consider how different characters 

were feeling. 

• Can children explain who Guy Fawkes was?
• Do children understand why Guy Fawkes and the 

other conspirators created the Gunpowder Plot? 
• Can children say how Guy Fawkes and his 

conspirators would be feeling on the day of the 
plot?

• Slides
• Worksheet 4A/4B/4C/4D
• Task Cards (FSD? activity only)

Lesson 5
To think about why 
fireworks are lit on 

November 5th. 

Children will recap what they have found out 
about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. 

They will retell the events surrounding the 
plot in their own words or consider how the 
famous poem describing the events reflect 

what happened. 

• Can children explain why Guy Fawkes is famous?
• Do children understand why Guy Fawkes and the 

other conspirators created the Gunpowder Plot? 
• Can children retell the events of the Gunpowder 

plot?

• Slides
• Worksheet 5A/5B/5C/5D
• Booklet A/B (FSD? activity only)
• Word Bank (FSD? activity only) 
• Story Mountain (FSD? activity only)
• Booklet Guide (FSD? activity only)


