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Give Chances pursues the vision to create and provide

the opportunities to learn and grow, to share and

serve, and to communicate and collaborate with the

local community. We have been making our efforts to

accomplish our mission to support individuals with

developmental disabilities and to provide educational

opportunities to the children and youth from low-

income families. As for the disability support

program, this fall we launched a new project called

DDartists: it provides jobs for artists with

developmental disabilities. DDartists is designed to

created chances to individuals with developmental

disabilities to work and develop the talents.

Work is essential for an independent life as it

provides not only financial resources, but also a sense

of self-fulfillment as a member of society. With work,

people feel more connected to others and become

included as a contributing member of the community

through their work. Currently, only 14.7% of adults

with developmental disabilities are employed,

compared to 71.4% of adults without disabilities and

32.5% of adults with disabilities.

We believe individuals with developmental

disabilities are born with their unique skills and

potentials as everyone else does. We believe they can

accomplish amazing things with those skills too.

Some of them are talented in music, while others are

talented in arts or crafts. In addition, there are others

who are very dedicated and reliable to certain tasks.

Though it seems difficult to match a job directly to
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their talents or characteristics as it is, it is possible to

provide chances for them to work when jobs are

tailored for them while providing them with learning

opportunities for talent development and job training.

DDartists is our first project to create job

opportunities and talent development for individuals

with developmental disabilities. DDartists gives

attention to individuals with developmental

disabilities who have artistic interests and talents.

DDartists is a way for these individuals to hone their

artistic skills and receive compensation through a

work-education model. This is accomplished by

providing them with art classes where they can

develop and express their artistic interests and talents,

while DDartists in turn, compensates those

individuals for their artwork that they have created in

the classes. This artwork is then further developed for

use in products such as planners, Christmas cards, and

calendars by professional designers.

We expect the profit from sales of the product cover

the expenses for the payrolls of the artists of

DDartists, their educational services, and the missions

of Give Chances. Beginning with DDartists for the

individuals with artistic talent and potentials, Give

Chances will keep putting efforts to expand to

accommodate and provide working opportunities to

the individuals with developmental disabilities with

different skills and talents other than the arts. We

hope you will join us to endeavor to support more

people with developmental disabilities and to create

chances to work on and develop their skills.
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Summer School

From July 1st until August 23rd, the Give
Chances Summer School programs were both
exciting and engaging. Field trips to the
American Museum of Natural History and the
Bronx Zoo were linked to project-based
learning sessions and scavenger hunts, while a
music program ended with a Summer Concert

that invited friends and families of the children.

Concert at Senior Center
On November 16th, students of Give Chances
have visited Grace Garden Senior Center to
sing for the senior members of the society. Our
students learned how to share love and care
though their talents. They enjoyed singing for
the elders and one of our students even said
that he doesn’t want to leave them because he
knew they were lonely. It was a great
experience for our students to learn what it
really means to serve the community.

Children & Youth Education Program

Hackensack Center Open
Educational opportunities are available for
children from low-income families in
Hackensack, NJ, too! Give Chances has
opened another learning center at Hackensack
on September 9th, 2019! Four students joined
our program on the first day of after-school,
and more students have joined us as the
semester progressed. We hope that more
students will take advantage of this program.
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Joyful Learning Children’s program is a quality educational program that

provides homework assistance, math enrichment, English language enrichment,

music, art and chess programs for children from grade 1 to grade 8. Though the

program accepts everyone that would like to receive quality education, children

from low-income families have a registration priority while receiving financial aid

so that every child can receive quality education equally in the program.

Financial aid is provided according the the New Jersey household income

standards.

In 2019 fall, leading from a great end of the Summer School at Give Chances

with two field trips and a summer concert performed by the children, the fall

semester started with a few exciting news. Firstly, we opened our second location

at Hackensack, New Jersey, and secondly, students performed at a Senior Center,

thirdly, learnt art from experts from the field. Not only were the students being

supported with academic studies, but also learnt how to care for others through

volunteering at a Senior Center and learnt how to express through art sessions.

Joyful Learning Children’s Program Summer School Start

Youth Math & English Boot Camp Start

Fieldtrip 1: 
American Museum of Natural History

Fieldtrip 2: Bronx Zoo

Youth Boot Camp End

Summer Concert: performed by children

Slime Community Workshop

Fall Semester Start & Hackensack Center Open

Grace Garden: Volunteering Concert

Art Workshop 1 with artists from Teachers College, CU

Art Workshop 2 with professional artist

July 1st

Christmas Concert

July 8th

July 18th

Aug 9th

Aug 21st

Aug 23rd

Sep 3rd

Sep 9th

Nov 16th

Nov 18th

Nov 25th

Dec 7th

Joyful Learning
Second half of 
2019 Timeline

Give Chances has held “Trampoline 2019 New York” project from 16th to 24th of October. The project, in

which four teenagers from vulnerable families in South Korea participated, provided opportunities for

participants to dream and hope through cultural exploration and a mentoring camp. From October 16th

to 20th, they visited Washington D.C. and Boston, the centers of world politics, economy, and culture, to

learn more about the world by exploring various cultural heritages. During the mentoring camp that was

held from October 21st to 23rd, students visited companies and institutions in Manhattan and had

meaningful conversations with various Korean mentors in different vocational professions.

Youth Education Program

Give Chances has separated the youth

education program from the children’s

program, to better assist both the youth

and children by providing an environment

that helps improving the students’

concentration. Currently, the youth

education program is open from Monday

to Thursday, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

New program initiated: “2019 TRAMPOLINE New York” Project

To have a wider understanding of peoples’ occupations, job

satisfaction, and career processes, the participants

interviewed various people on the streets of New York. On the

last day of the mentoring camp, participants shared

testimonies on what they have experienced during the

Trampoline project and prepared a special video to express

their appreciation to the mentors and staff who worked hard

for the program.

Under the Office of Faith and Based Initiatives,
Give Chances was able to receive another year of
grant from New Jersey State. This grant supports
the program to be able to support children from
low-income families to be able to receive a
quality education through Give Chances.

The children of Joyful Learning program always await for the
time when professional artists and teachers teach them art. Not
only is it because we have brilliant artist children in the program
but also because these teachers are able to bring authentic
emotions from the children with new techniques. Teachers from
Teachers College, Columbia University, Art Education PhD
program visited once again to create a Christmas Tree, while MS.
Lee, a Professor at Raritan Valley Community College and an
artist, created a Mandala for each child. We hope to continue to
collaborate with these artists and teachers!

Art Workshops with Professional Artists and Art Teachers

Second Year to Receive 
New Jersey State Grant



DDartists:  Jobs for People with Developmental Disabilities

New Staff Members

Ms. Anna Lee, Ph.D
Deputy Executive Director

Ms. Jeongin Lee, Ph.D
Lead Teacher

Job Training at Give Chances

Thomas and Kayla, participants of the Strive Program in Ridgefield High School work at

Give Chances as a part of the Disability Support Program. They do a variety of work, such as

organizing books and creating a catalogue for the Joyful Learning library, preparing student

folders, and sharpening pencils.

Disability Support
Dr. Anna Lee is a social worker, nonprofit specialist, land NJ

certified counselor. Dr. Anna Lee joined Give Chances in

September 2019 as a Deputy Executive Director. She received

her Ph.D. in Child Counseling at Sookmyung Women’s

University, South Korea. In the United States, she acquired a

Master’s degree in Social Work at New York University and in

nonprofit management at Columbia University.

Anna Lee joined Give Chances with the vision to pursue giving

the children from low-income families the opportunity for

education and prevent them from giving up education,

discouraged and lost hope and dream with their living

conditions. Moreover, she pursues to give opportunities to

children with disabilities so that they are not

socially isolated but gain independence

to join the community.

Dr. Jeongin Lee joined Give Chances

in July 2019. She believes every child has his/her natural

talents. She loves to encourage and help children find their own

gifts and has a passion for developing their potential abilities

through the learning process in a qualified education. She

earned her bachelor’s degree in food and nutrition from Chung-

Ang University (South Korea), her master’s degree in public

health from Seoul National University (South Korea), and her

Ph.D. in molecular nutrition from Cornell University (Ithaca, NY).

Give Chances has launched a new project,

“DDartists”, which provides people with

developmental disabilities the opportunity for

employment and talent development. The

artwork created by our artists are developed in

products such as planners, calendars, and

Christmas cards. Through DDartists project,

individuals with developmental disabilities hone

their skills and receive compensation for the

artwork that they have created in classes. All

profits of the products are reinvested to the

artists, to train and develop the talents of the

artists, to compensate them, and to hire more

artists with developmental disabilities.
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Tel. 201-266-0726
https://www.givechances.org/ddartists

DDartists products now available at

DDartists
Your Purchase Creates Jobs for People with Developmental Disabilities

➢Search “DDartists” at amazon.com
➢Please write a review. Your review is highly appreciated 

and let others recognize the value we provide.
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Serve & Share

One of the unique characteristics of the Joyful Learning program is that all children that come to the

programs are supported individually with their academic journeys and talent development. This

framework could not be supported without the help of volunteer tutors. The volunteer tutors are

one of the backbones of the program, of whom are mainly students themselves. Young volunteers

are extremely supportive when they are equipped with teaching skills and passion. With the innate

passion for equality in the local area they bring into the program, the program in place provides

volunteer tutor training every month to the volunteers to equip them with teaching skills. As Give

Chances not only focuses on the children but also the growth of the volunteers to be able to care

and share with social awareness. The volunteer training programs aim to provide support to both

volunteers and children alike. With the experience, Give Chances hopes that the learning space of

Joyful Learning program would be a safe place to learn and grow for the volunteers as well.

Volunteer Tutors and Volunteer Training

“My son’s name is Mr. Daniel. That’s how the students call him at Give Chances. Just listening to that would make my son feel like he is already an adult. He

was born as the youngest child and has always been treated as a little child at home but I’m so grateful that my son is turning into a wonderful adult as he

started volunteering at Give Chances. When I was first introduced to Give Chances by an acquaintance, I thought that it will be great if my son can volunteer

there. Since my son went on missional trips to Africa and Southeast Asia every year, he found a closeness to children and said “yes” without hesitation when

I suggested if he would like to volunteer at Give Chances. My son volunteers 3 days a week, and he is doing well without complaint, perhaps because it was

his own choice and his own commitment. What’s more grateful after he started volunteering is that he started to understand the hearts of the teachers and

became confident in teaching. Now, he even teaches two children as a part-time job. I hope that as my son continues to volunteer at Give Chances and other

organizations, he would grow up feeling the joy of helping others so that he can become a person who helps others with love when he becomes an adult”.

Volunteer Parent Interview

Daniel’s Mother

Daniel is a volunteer at the Hackensack Learning Center location. Though he started with a suggestion, he has

become the star volunteer at the location. Not only do the children respect him, but Mr. Daniel is their favorite

tutor. Give Chances also look forward and celebrate the growth of the volunteers as well as the children that are

served. This interview is an interview by Mr. Daniels mother.


