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Welcome
You may remem-
ber our quarterly 
book guides. At 
a cost of approxi-
mately $30,000 
every issue, we 
could not sustain 
the guides in 
printed and post-
ed form. However, 
we are pleased 

to continue the guides in a new format. 
We will produce a guide every month 
and post it online. You can subscribe to 
have it emailed to you monthly (enews@
readersfeastbooksellers.com). The key 
component of our guides, that they are 
truly independent, remains. Included 
are books we love and have read rather 
than books subsidised by publishers. 
Each guide will feature some titles from 
our Antiquarian range, a new and very 
successful addition to our store. All titles 
will be available while stock lasts instore 
and online: shop.readersfeastbooksell-
ers.com  Mary D

Jasper Johns: 
Writings, Sketch-
book Notes, 
Interviews
Kirk Varnedoe 
(ed.)
$60.00 ISBN 
9787000167520
One of the most 
influential artists 
of our time, Jasper 
Johns has been the 
subject of intense 
public scrutiny 
since his landmark exhibition in 1958. 
This book is the first to present this 
very private figure in his own words. 
It brings together Johns’ few written 
articles, key interviews and the fullest 
selection ever of his sketchbook draw-
ings and notes. First edition.

Eikoh Hosoe:
Aperture Masters of 
Photography
$25.00 
ISBN 9787000191532
A selection of the 
finest of Hosoe’s 
photographs, includ-
ing a thumbnail 
reproduction of his seminal essay ‘Kamait-
achi’ in its entirety. Baroque, dramatic, and 
symbolic, Hosoe’s photographs evoke the 
dark, post-nuclear folklore of the Japanese 
imagination. First edition.

Dorothea Lange: 
Grab a Hunk of 
Lightning
Elizabeth Partridge
$60.00 
ISBN 9787000147508
Photographer Doro-
thea Lange captured 
some of the twentieth 
century’s most sig-
nificant events with 
compassion and elo-

quence - from her evocative Depression-era 
portrait of the ‘Migrant Mother’ to gripping 
photographs of Japanese American citizens 
incarcerated during WWII. This is a stun-
ning survey of her work. First edition.

DIY Fashion Shoot 
Book
We Are Photogirls.
$25.00 
ISBN 9787000159167
Fashion shoots to 
try in the comfort 
of your own home. 
Crammed with forty 
shoot ideas, ranging 
from full-day and 
half-day challenges to a twenty-minute, 
off-the-wall styling competition. The book 
for teenage girls who love fashion, photog-
raphy and dreaming up ideas.

The Arts



Porcelain and 
Bone China
Sasha Wardell
$90.00 ISBN 
9787000148062
The beautiful 
qualities of por-
celain and bone 
china have fasci-
nated patrons, col-
lectors and makers 

alike for centuries. The two materials 
are often mistakenly perceived as one 
and the same clay, for they both possess 
qualities of whiteness, strength and 
translucency. This is a well-illustrated 
exploration of the use of these two ma-
terials by ceramicists around the world. 
First edition.

Art Deco
Susan M Sternau
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000175563
As the author 
says, Art Deco 
is universally 
synonymous with 
glamour. Her 

book certainly does this proposition jus-
tice, with beautiful examples of the style 
represented in architecture, sculpture, 
printed works and furniture.

Gardens of Obses-
sion: Eccentric and 
Extravagant Visions
Gordon Taylor & 
Guy Cooper
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000164291
Visionary, magical, 
beautiful, mysteri-
ous, witty and bi-
zarre - these gardens 
were conceived by 
gardeners driven by their dreams and fan-
tasies. First edition. (inked gift inscription 
to front free endpaper)

The Bedside Book 
of Birds: An Avian 
Miscellany
Graeme Gibson
$45.00 ISBN 
9787000171251
In this stunning as-
semblage of words 
and images, novel-
ist and birdwatcher 
Graeme Gibson has 
crafted an extraor-
dinary tribute to the 

venerable relationship between humans 
and birds.
I Cani Del Vino: 
Wine Dogs Italy
Craig McGill & 
Susan Elliott
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000161559
Wherever wine is 
made you are likely 
to find a dog wan-
dering the cellar or 
vineyard. Wine Dogs 
Italy features more 
than 135 Italian wineries and more than 
200 stunning photographs of their loyal 
pooches. The book includes short, comple-
mentary essays. First edition.

Joyce Treiman
Michael Duncan 
& Theodore F. 
Wolff
$50.00 ISBN 
9787000164444
The first mono-
graph devoted to this extraordinary 
artist, one of the finest American paint-
ers of the late twentieth century and 
also one of the most individualistic. Her 
work combines virtuosic draftsman-
ship and expressive brushwork with a 
lifelong devotion to painting the human 
figure in images that are direct, visceral 
and sensuous.

The Arts General



The Sea is My 
Brother: The Lost 
Novel
Jack Kerouac
$ 30.00 ISBN 
9787000174320
Before he became 
famous with On 
the Road, Kerouac 
was a sailor. He 
began The Sea 
is My Brother 
- his first novel - 

shortly after his first tour as a Merchant 
Marine in late summer 1942. Lost during 
his lifetime, it is published here in its 
entirety, along with fragments of early 
stories and letters, and commentary il-
luminating his development as a writer.
First Australian edition.

Emma
Jane Austen
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000191471
What better 
way to mark the 
two-hundredth 
anniversary of 
Jane’s passing 
than with this gor-
geous hardcover 
edition of Emma, a 
beautiful addition 

to your home library.

Much Ado About 
Nothing
William 
Shakespeare
$35.00 ISBN 
9787000171763
This is a par-
ticularly lovely 
edition, with the 
paper-cut art of 
Kevin Stanton 
creating a striking 
balance between 
word and image.

Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover
D. H. Lawrence. 
Introduction by Do-
ris Lessing
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000145283
A Penguin Classics 
Deluxe Edition (pa-
perback). The wrap-
pers were designed 
by Canadian comic 
book legend Chester 
Brown.

Liberty
Garrison Keillor
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000166011
It is the fourth of 
July in Lake Wobe-
gon and Clint, the 
organiser of the 
parade, lets slip that 
he intends to run for 
Congress. The locals 
are concerned as 
they know only too 

well that Clint is, in true Lake Wobegon 
style, ‘unusual’. Lovers of Keillor’s Prairie 
Home Companion will enjoy this dip back 
into his world.

Grimm Tales
Philip Pullman
$39.95 ISBN 
9787000188990
Fifty of Pullman’s 
favourite tales are 
included in this 
handsome hard-
cover edition. As he 
says in his intro-
duction, he hopes 
“we all, tellers and 
listeners alike, live 
happily ever after”. The selection includes 
both well-known and perhaps lesser 
known tales.

Literature



Wrotten English 
Peter Haining 
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000192126
Celebrating 
schadenfreude at 
its most embar-
rassing, this is a 
collection of some 
of literature’s 
funniest, most 
awkward and un-
believable errors. 

A Fence Around 
the Cuckoo & 
Fishing in the 
Styx
Ruth Park 
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000180468
The two works 
bound together 
in this special 
edition - A Fence 
Around the Cuckoo 
and Fishing in the 
Styx - provide a window into the world 
of the writer. Ruth Park’s early life in 
New Zealand and her years in Sydney 
provide the backdrop for understanding 
her influences.

A Booklover’s 
Companion
Matthew Reisz
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000187429
Published by the 
Folio Society, this 
foray into the 
world of books 
and bibliophiles 
is thoroughly 
entertaining. 
Chapter headings 

include “Life-changing books”, “Sensual 
Pleasures” and “Bibliomania”. One for 
the true aficionado.

Scribbles in the 
Margins: 50 Eternal 
Delights of Books
Daniel Gray
$21.00 ISBN 
9787000191013
It is pure joy to 
pick up a book and 
browse through it, 
finding something 
engaging or funny 
or insightful on 
every page. Daniel 
Gray has delivered a 
book that speaks to 
the bibliophile in all 
of us and gives this bookseller pause for 
thought, and encouragement to continue in 
her vocation. So much of late has suggested 
the death of the book and bookstores but 
this tome reinforces the timlessness of the 
written word and the reasons why we love 
books. To quote the author: “This particu-
lar book is an attempt to fondly weigh up 
what makes a book so much more than 
paper and ink, how reading is so much 
more than a hobby, a way of passing time 
or a learning process.” Happily, it is all 
of these things too. Be it the books read, 
bookshops visited, or the discovery of an 
author, Daniel Gray exudes a love of books 
that is intoxicating and life-affirming.  

Big Elephants are 
Useful
S J Hartland
$21.00 ISBN 
9787000192263
Subtitled “A Com-
pendium of Mne-
monics & Idioms” 
this slim volume 
is full of fascinat-
ing, humorous, and 
ingenious uses of 
language. It is also a 
fine example of how the English language 
is used to frame our world.

Review by 
Mary D

Writers & Language



A Most Damna-
ble Invention
Stephen R. Bown
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000185920
A deft blend of 
popular sci-
ence, history and 
biography, A Most 
Damnable Invention 
comprises a vivid 
account of the 
lives and discover-

ies of brilliant but controversial scientists 
Alfred Nobel and Fritz Haber.
First Australian edition.

The Indian 
Mutiny 1857
Saul David
$50.00 ISBN 
9787000148611
With energy, in-
sight and author-
ity, David casts 
fresh light on this 
extraordinary 
episode and chal-
lenges long-stand-
ing assumptions. 

It examines the factors that led to the 
mutiny and delves into the motivations 
and pressures at play that determined 
the way history would unfold.

The Hidden 
History of the JFK 
Assassination
Lamar Waldron
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000176430
This compelling 
book pierces the 
veil of secrecy 
to document the 
small, tightly 
held conspiracy 
surrounding the 
death of  President John F. Kennedy.

Blue Mauritius
Helen Morgan
$40.00 ISBN 
9787000147287
Follow the adven-
tures of the world’s 
most sought-after 
postage stamps in 
this dramatic and 
passionate tale of the 
first stamp hunters.

Escape from the 
Deep
Alex Kershaw
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000161344
The story of the crew 
of the U.S. Navy 
submarine Tang is 
one of tragedy, brav-
ery and resilience. 
When a torpedo 
malfunctioned and 
turned back and 

hit the Tang, all but nine crew perished. 
Those nine men then became prisoners of 
war, held in an infamous Japanese camp 
until their liberation in August 1945. The 
book goes beyond the facts of the sinking 
of the submarine and the imprisonment, 
tracing the lives of the nine men once they 
returned home. 
An Edible History of 
Humanity
Tom Standage
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000168336
Drawing widely 
across fields rang-
ing from genetics to 
archaeology, anthro-
pology, ethno-botany 
and economics, this 
is an appetizing and 
satisfying account of 
human history and development.

History



Love and Hate in 
Jamestown
David A. Price
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000147812
In 1606 three ships 
set sail from the 
River Thames and 
established the 
colony of James-
town. This is the  
gripping narrative 
of one of the great 

survival stories of American history, 
featuring John Smith and Pocahontas.

The Oxford 
Illustrated 
History of the 
Roman World
John Boardman 
et al. 
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000148765
By examining 
the art, literature, 
politics, and 
other aspects of this empire, the reader 
comes to understand the influence of the 
period on how we live today. The book 
brings to life seminal characters such as 
Caesar and Mark Antony.

The Finger: 
A Handbook
Angus Trumble
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000148499
In this collision 
between art and 
science, history and 
pop culture, the ac-
claimed art histo-
rian Angus Trumble 
examines the finger 
from every possible 
angle. A witty, odd and fascinating book, 
filled with diverse anecdotes. First 
Australian edition.

The Deadly 
Sisterhood
Leonie Frieda
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000190863
The princesses of the 
Italian Renaissance 
were pivotal to the 
history of the period, 
not least as they all, 
at some point, ruled.
They exhibited all 
the traits of world 
rulers, politicians and warriors across the 
centuries. First edition.

Mallowan’s 
Memoirs: Agatha 
and the Archeologist
Max Mallowan
$16.00 ISBN 
9787000184329
Famously the hus-
band of crime fiction 
writer Agatha Chris-
tie, Max Mallowan 
was a renowned 
archeologist who 
would be accom-
panied by his wife on many digs. He was 
Trustee of the British Museum and served 
in the RAF.

Lawrence of 
Arabia: Mirage of 
a Desert War
Adrian Greaves
$35.00 ISBN 
9787000172609
Greaves paints an 
enthralling picture 
of the young Eng-
lish archeologist 
who, just after the 
First World War, 
would become 

a central figure in the Arab Revolt and 
ensure a place in history as a most re-
markable man.

History



Copernicus’ 
Secret: How the 
Scientific Revolu-
tion Began
Jack Repcheck
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000185524
Copernicus’ histo-
ry-altering On the 
Revolutions of the 
Heavenly Spheres 
(1543) came very 
close to never 

being published. Having spent decades 
on the manuscript, the astronomer made 
no move to find a publisher, not because 
he was afraid of being declared a heretic 
but because he was worried that parts of 
the theory were simply wrong. The book 
was finally published in the year before 
his death. This is the story of its road to 
publication. First edition.
The Italian Boy
Sarah Wise
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000190948
In 1831, a young 
Italian orphan boy 
was living on the 
streets of London, 
begging his only 
source of liveli-
hood. His death 
at fourteen would 
captivate the 
nation and stand as a record of the not 
insignificant trade in bodies. At a time 
when doctors were pioneering the sci-
ence of human anatomy, a body fetched 
a high price for the ‘resurrection men’.

Jacobson’s Organ 
and the Remarkable 
Nature of Smell
Lyall Watson
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000173897
Smell is our most se-
ductive and provoca-
tive sense, invading 
every domain of our 
lives. In this fascinat-
ing book, Watson 
examines Jacobson’s 
Organ: an anatomical feature discovered 
high in the nose in 1811 and dismissed for 
centuries as a vestigal ghost. This phenom-
enal mechanism feeds the area of the brain 
that affects our awareness, emotional states 
and sexual behaviour.

Far Arabia
Peter Brent
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000144873
More than a de-
scription of some 
of the most exciting 
journeys ever made, 
Far Arabia is the story 
of the creation and 
growth of one of the 
West’s most endur-
ing myths. “Desert, 

nomad, bedouin, oasis - Arabia....The 
words drop into our understanding with a 
disturbing resonance”.
Chilled
Tom Jackson
$28.00 ISBN 
9787000174832
This history of 
refrigeration takes us 
from the banks of the 
Euphrates and across 
centuries to the pres-
ent day, explaining 
how refrigeration 
changed the world.

Reference
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Living Dolls
Gaby Wood
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000167087
An intriguing his-
tory of ingenious 
inventors and 
their fantastical 
creations. Could 
an 18th century 
mechanical duck 
really digest and 
excrete its food? 
Was the ‘Mechani-

cal Turk’ really a fake? Why did Thomas 
Edison go to so much effort to mass-
produce a speaking mechanical child? 
First edition.

All About Love
Lisa Appignanesi
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000183988
To use the au-
thor’s own words, 
“This is a life 
history of love...
Underlying it 
all is an attempt 
to understand 
the dynamics of 
the way we live, 

desire and love today”.

Paris on a Plate: A 
Gastronomic Diary
Stephen Downes
$15.00 ISBN 
9787000174887
France has a legend-
ary reputation for 
fine dining. Stephen 
Downes, one of 
Australia’s foremost 
restaurant critics, 
revisits Paris, city of 
lights and Michelin 
stars, to discover if it is still home to the 
‘great cathedrals’ of restauration. 
First edition.

Yellow River.
Aldo Pavan
$40.00 ISBN 
9787000173125
The Yellow River - 
the Huang He - flows 
just over 3,300 miles 
from its headwa-
ters in the Kunlun 
Mountains to the 
Bohai Sea. Through 

photographs and text, Pavan takes us for a 
journey along its length, providing insight 
into everyday life and the great variety 
of cultures, religions, ethnic groups and 
landscapes encountered along the way. 
Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle
Barbara Kingsolver 
with Steven L. Hopp 
& Camille Kingsolver
$30.00 ISBN 
9787000173279
The humorous story 
of the year in which 
author Barbara King-
solver and her family 
attempted to step 
away from the indus-
trial food pipeline 
and eat only food raised and grown locally. 
First U.K. edition.

Shrinks
Jeffrey A. Lieber-
man
$29.95 ISBN 
9787000190559
Employing case 
studies and the 
profiles of many 
experts in the 
field, Dr. Lieber-
man details the 
history of psychia-
try and the path-
ways to understanding the human mind.
In so doing, he adds to our wonder at 
this incredible organ.

Reference



The Moveable 
Mother Goose
Robert Sabuda
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000177208
Another in the 
wonderful col-
lection of classic 
pop-ups from 
Robert Sabuda. 
The colours are 
sensational, and 

the moving parts jump out from the 
page to delight.

Alberta
Tania Cox & 
Janine Dawson
$20.00 ISBN 
9787000181076
Alberta is about 
to become a big 
sister, which fits 
in nicely with her desire to always have 
the biggest and be the biggest. But, she 
does have to learn that most things start 
out very small. A delightful picture book 
for young readers who are about to have 
things change in their family.

The Snow Queen
Hans Christian 
Andersen
Naomi Lewis & 
Christian Birming-
han
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000167315
It is the illustra-
tions by Christian 
Birmingham that 
make this edition 

of the classic tale so enchanting.

Children’s Antiquarian
In the Heart of 
the Arctics
Dr. Nicholas Senn
$95.00 ISBN 
9787000189218
This edition is dat-
ed 1907 and pub-
lished in Chicago 
where Dr. Senn 
was Professor of 
Surgery at the 
University. It tells of boarding the vessel 
Erik and travelling the Arctic Circle “in 
search of knowledge and recreation”.

The Magic 
Pudding
Norman Lindsay
$275.00 ISBN 
9787000176478
This is the third 
printing of this 
Australian Chil-
dren’s classic, 
with the illustra-
tions appearing 

in monochrome for the first time. This 
edition was published in 1930. The book 
is said to have been written to settle an 
argument about what would interest 
children most and has since found an 
international audience.

The Secret Agent
Joseph Conrad
$25.00 ISBN 
9787000187405
First published in 
1907, this edition 
is dated 1923 and 
includes an au-
thor’s note dated 
1920. 
Not without con-
troversy at both 
the time of publication and since, The 
Secret Agent is nonetheless regarded as 
one of Conrad’s finest works. 
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