
 
 
 

The UK Boston Terrier Rescue 
Adoption Guidelines 

 
 
First of all: congratulations!  You’ve been chosen as the special person or family to 
offer a home to one of our precious dogs.  This guide is to give you some idea of 
what to expect over the coming days and possibly months, as your new dog settles 
with you.  Please be assured we are on hand or for any questions or concerns you 
may have; our contact details are at the bottom of these guidelines. 
 
As we have had you complete an adoption application form, home-checked and you 
may have met your new dog, we hope to have matched you as best we can to them, 
given your level of experience and home circumstances.  We will have given you as 
much information as possible about the dog, their likes and dislikes, personality and 
any issues they may have.  Therefore, depending on the circumstances, a dog may 
come to you nervous, fearful or even show some signs of aggression but we will 
have hopefully prepared you for this if we think that’s a possibility.  The dog will have 
been assessed, by the foster carer and if necessary a behaviourist, and if 
appropriate, you will have been provided with a behaviour contract, outlining your 
dog’s issues, and your responsibilities to manage these, which we will have asked 
you to sign.   
 
We will ask you to provide photographs and keep in touch so that we let ex-owners 
know their dog is happy and settled in a new home, if this is something they’ve 
requested.  We would ask that any photographs do not identify you in any way 
though, as we don’t want ex-owners knowing where their dog is located.  We will 
also carry out a follow-up homecheck to ensure the dog has settled happily with you. 
 
Please note, we only endorse positive training methods and do not condone harsh or 
aversive training methods such as water pistols, anti-bark devices etc.  If we ever 
hear of adopters using these methods we will take measures to retrieve the dog from 
you.   
 



IMPORTANT: 
You dog will probably feel a little out of sorts for a few days; this is to be expected.  
He may be excited, nervous or both on arrival.  He may also be stressed. He may be 
over boisterous initially so it is recommended that a good long walk is undertaken 
and a settling in period allowed. Until the dog is settled and relaxed, he will not show 
his true personality and cannot be judged on initial impression. It can sometimes be 
a week or two before the dog’s true character starts to show.  
 
Consistency is key to training and gaining trust.  
 

Find a comfortable quiet place for his bed and let him settle; don't force him to 
interact, or force your attentions on him, no matter how sorry you might feel for him, 
try and go about your daily routine as normally as possible. Offering some tasty 
treats, like chicken, sausage or cheese can help!  If he refuses, don’t worry, leave 
him be and try again later.  You’ll find he will come to you for cuddles and affection 
but this can take time and cannot be rushed.   
 
ARRIVAL AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
Resident dogs 
We recommend that dogs be introduced on neutral ground. The best way is to go for 
a walk and gradually let the dogs get closer, sniff each other casually and gradually 
get acquainted. All introductions should be done slowly and carefully.  
 
Ensure you have the ability to initially separate your dog from resident pets, eg. a 
crate or a bed in a different secure room.  
 
Adopted dogs should not be left alone with resident dogs unsupervised until it is 
certain that the dogs are fully accepting each other. This can sometimes take a few 
weeks. All dogs are different but safety must be priority.  
 
Dogs should be fed separately until it is certain there is no food aggression.  
 
All toys should be removed until it is certain there are no possession issues. 
 
Cats 
Even if a dog has lived happily with a cat, there can be no guarantee he will be ok 
with a different cat. Extreme caution must be taken and the cat never left 
unsupervised with the dog. If a cat runs, most dogs will chase. Introductions on a 
lead are recommended. It can also help to crate the dog for short periods of time 
whilst allowing free roaming for the cat until the dog is used to its presence. 
 
Children 
Do not let children around your adopted dog while any introductions to other animals 
are being done, nor until the dog has had a chance to settle and relax in his new 
environment.  
 
NEVER leave children unsupervised with any dog and do not let children climb on or 
pull the dog around. A dog’s only defense is his teeth and if hurt, even 
unintentionally, he can snap. A dog has means of warning you he is uncomfortable 



with a situation (turning his head, licking his lips, growling etc), but these can be 
missed. Children excite a situation and even a friendly dog placed under undue 
stress can react.  
 
Do not let your child walk your dog unsupervised; an adult must be in control at all 
times (as is the law).  
 
Ensure there is a quiet place for the dog to go where he can be undisturbed that 
children understand is his area. 
 

 
GENERAL 
 
DON’T let him off lead until you’re VERY confident his recall is good and he’ll come 
back to you; this will usually take a MINIMUM of a week.   Make sure you are in a 
secure area, where there are no other distractions, eg. other dogs.  We will let you 
know if the previous owners have reported any issues with recall or have never let 
their dog off lead.  An extendable or training lead to practice recall is a good idea.  
Similarly, if you have access to an area such as a paddock or tennis court, this can 
be a great place to practice letting your dog off lead for the first time, as can your 
back garden.  If we feel training classes are appropriate we will advise you of this but 
even if you’re lucky enough to adopt the ‘perfect’ dog (!) training classes are a great 
way to learn the basics, as well as being a great bonding experience.   
 
Your adopted dog may require some additional training. Be consistent, firm and fair.  
We only endorse positive training methods. The use of harsh methods, or aversive 
training methods such as water pistols, anti-bark devices/collars etc. is strictly 
forbidden and will result in the dog being removed immediately and cancellation of 
the adoption contract.  To find a force free dog trainer, we recommend using the 
following websites:  

http://www.apbc.org.uk 
 
http://www.apdt.co.uk 
 

www.coape.org 

 
 
If your dog escapes, or is lost or stolen, you MUST inform us immediately, along with 
the local council, dog warden and police.  We will not be angry; it happens but we do 
know the right channels to go through to facilitate the return of the dog. 
  
Microchipping  
The microchip laws changed in April 2016. Your dog’s chip will remain registered to 
UK Boston Terrier Rescue for the first 3 months following adoption, at which point we 
conduct a further homecheck.  If all is satisfactory, we will at that point change the 
microchip owner details to yours, while the rescue contact details will remain as a 
secondary contact.  Please ensure your dog wears a collar with an identity tag on it 
at all times.  We would ask that you purchase a nametag, with your surname, 
address and telephone number, and put it on the collar as soon as your dog 

http://www.apbc.org.uk/
http://www.apdt.co.uk/
http://www.coape.org/


arrives (as is the law).  These can be purchased cheaply on eBay (IRO £2) or from 
Pets At Home who have an instant service.   
 
Food 
We will let you know if the dog has any special dietary requirements or needs to be 
fed a specific diet.  
 
The coming weeks 
As your dog settles, his true personality will begin to shine through, as well as any 
issues!  This usually takes 2-3 weeks.  Please let us know if you do encounter any 
problems; remember we are always on hand for advice and support. 
 
We hope this answers your questions but if it doesn’t please don’t hesitate to contact 
us, no question is ever too small or silly.  All we ask is that you love and treat the dog 
as an integral member of your family.   
 

THANK YOU! 
 

CONTACTS: 
 
Beth Bartlett: 01256 812330 / 07770 880539 
 
Leah Godsell-Fletcher: 07501 492139 
 
Sandi Brewer 07787588531 
 
 
 
 
 
 


