
 

UK Boston Terrier Rescue AGM Minutes 

Date & Time: 13th October 2020 at 19.30hrs 

Location: Zoom 

Present: Beth Bartlett (Chairperson) 

Simon O’Rourke (Treasurer) 

Moira Mosley (Trustee) 

Sandi Brewer (Trustee) 

Anne Robinson 

Jane Dobell 

Jill Boyes 

Lara Chaplin 

Apologies: None 

      Agenda Items 

1 – Election of Trustees 

Beth welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the AGM.  

First point of business was re-electing the Trustees. All were duly re-elected with no objections. Beth 

nominated Anne to become a Trustee and this was 2nd by Moira. 

 

2 – Chairs Report – Beth Bartlett 

Beth confirmed the financial year is 01st November 2018 – 31st October 2019. 

It was noted the AGM is usually held in May at the rally however due to Covid19 restrictions this was 

cancelled. Special dispensation has been given from the Charity Commission allowing AGMs to be held 

later along with yearly accounts being submitted later. 

The rescue has a new website which is a massive improvement from the old one. A volunteer kindly set 

up and maintains the website for us. Online applications can now be made via the website and this makes 



the application process more accessible. The website has a shop section where we list any rescue 

merchandise for sale. 

The rescue has an increased social media presence; Facebook group continues to grow in numbers and 

the volunteer who designed the website also maintains the rescue Instagram.   

Fundraising for the rescue continues through the auction page, monthly bonus ball/teddy draws, birthday 

fundraisers through Facebook and direct donations. A decision was taken to attend fewer events as it was 

a struggle to get volunteers to assist and it was not a good avenue for raising money. The rescue still 

attends Discover Dogs and Crufts as it is great exposure, being the only breed specific rescue for Boston 

Terriers.  

 

2 – Rehoming Report – Sandi Brewer 

The rescue continues to rehome in the same way however a dog assessment was introduced for dogs 

before they come into rescue. Sadly, some owners had not been honest on the surrender forms 

therefore the assessment was introduced.   

The rescue has a team of behaviourists who very kindly offer telephone support to not only fosters or new 

owners but to people who are considering surrendering their dogs. We are extremely grateful to them for 

volunteering their time and expertise. 

54 dogs came into rescue. 2 dogs sadly passed away. Whilst most of the dogs were Boston Terriers, we 

did assist with some other brachy breeds. However normal practice is to direct people to breed specific 

rescues.  During the year we reached 200 dogs we have rehomed since the rescue began. 

We have 2 permanent residents at the Birkett Smith Animal Sanctuary, this is due to their bite history. 

They will live the rest of their lives at the Sanctuary. We have also sent other dogs to the Sanctury for 

rehabilitation before they are moved to foster then to their new homes. 

Currently there has been a temporary stop put on new applications to adopt as we currently have over 

400 applications waiting. This has led to more people to applying to foster.  

During Covid 19 lockdown 3 dogs came into rescue as they were deemed to be emergencies. Lockdown 

fosters were given the option to adopt their foster dogs. This was due to the dogs being in foster for 

months and it was not in the best interest to move the dogs as they were settled. However, we do not 

usually allow fosters to adopt foster dog unless it is in exceptional circumstances.  

Lara asked if we have had to say no to any dogs and Beth confirmed we have not. With regards to dogs 

from overseas, these would be assessed on a case by case basis. 

Beth advised the rescues insurance company commended the excellent record and document keeping 

and this is down to Sandi. Thank you Sandi.  

 

 

 



3 – Financial/Treasurers Report – Simon O’Rourke 

Simon confirmed a copy of the accounts were e-mailed to the Trustees before the AGM. 

There has been a big increase in vet bills, rising from £32k to £43k. This increase can be attributed to 

long term medical conditions. 

There has been no major change in funds raised from the adoption fee. 

Funds raised from the sale of merchandise has increased slightly. Rescue branded hoodies and dog 

bandanas have proved popular. Pre orders are taken rather than having masses of merchandise sitting 

and not being sold. There has been a big increase in donations to the rescue, £13.5k to £21k, with 1 

anonymous donation contributing to that rise.  

There has been a big increase in fundraising income, £13k to £21k. Simon noted special thanks to the 

following: 

A special thanks to Gusdog who has become the face of our monthly bonus ball and teddy draws. Thank 

you Gusdog. 

A special thanks to all the volunteers and Sandi, who organised and held tea parties. There had been 

plans to hold more this year but due to covid19 this did not happen. 

Lara and her Coventry students continue to raise funds for the rescue, thank you! However again due to 

Covid19 it has been challenging for them to arrange fundraising.  

Overall, there has been an £8k increase in rescue income, from the previous year.  

 

4 – AOB 

It was noted by the trustees that the rescue could not continue if it was not for the volunteers who give 

their time to home check, transport, assess dogs, foster etc. A massive thank you to them all.  

Also a huge thank you to all those who support the rescue whether that be through following us on social 

media, sharing our posts or raising and donating money.  


