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For antiques maven Margare
cantemporary loft in Hous
e the perfect blank

Viuseum District turned
e for her furniture

cnow-how

By Mimi Faucers
Fivarigraphy by Mux Burkbalver

What comes 1w mind when you think of a bachelar pad? A clunky big

sireen, 3 hand-me-down leather sofa, a vintage beer sign of two? These
stercotypes couldn't be further from your stream of consclomsness as you

walk through this Housee
Margarer Naeve Parker, Along with her soup-ro-nuts design work, Nacve

bachelor's sophisticated loft space designed by

Parker has been doling out some of Houston's most covered antiqu
and chic contemporary piecces—Iirom her Westheimer shop, M. Naeve,
since 2007 (when she was just 25}, Think [9ch century French club chaies

gside an Egg Collective console; Apparaius sconces mived with Hans-

Agne Jakobsson
maedern blank slace in Houston's Musewm Districe, she saw irs potenrial

able lamps. Which is why, when she encounrerced this

o be her client’s well-appointed, an-filled starver pad.

I knew exactly what we wanred 1o do with the space,” says Naeve
Parker, who had formerly lived in che building herself. The 1,950-squarc-
foot unit carried the inherent charm of a true loft space—exposed concrete

ceilings, visible pipes, expansive floor-to-ceiling windows, The designer's
0
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Th light-flaoded living area
Feotures tam custorn wiize
sofas. o per of Lawson-
Fenning chairs uphalstered
irvo ZAK FOK fabric ond o
wintge Franch oak colfen
‘tribla; byl Martyn
Thompeon throw pifows
punctiats the schema.
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= .
task was 10 make such a space feel warm and | |
o comforrable despite its bare bones. Naeve Parker
. knew furnirure would be the focus. She scoured

the globe—and her awn shop—ro find not anly

shi-alter antiques, but also 1 cohesive mix

of custom and contemporary sithoueries and
original arowork o keep the space current, *1

abways prefer 1o mix eontemporary, vintage and

antique pieces in every projece,” she says. “It feels

"

ery oganic wome.”

Nacve Parker was also careful 1o edit her
selecrions and give the space some brearhing
eoom. “[The client] works in finance, so he
wanted 1 space that fele like an escape from his

busy days,” she says, “and also ro work from

home when he needed r0.” The ample fight
from the fooe-1o-ceiling windows helped roo:
“The natural lighe gives you so much freedom
in selecring pieces,” she adds, noring thar they
stuck o light colors thar would reflect the
daylight, and blues thar would absorb it 1w give
some depth o the design

Another challenge the designer faced was
demarcating Individual spaces in such a wide-
open floor plan, “1 played a loc with wexure and
seale to encourage the apen feeling of the space

while also designating more Intimare vignerres,”

says Maeve Parker, who ler marerialiand texoure
be the home’s unifying thread, as opposed w

a color palerre. For example, a neutral rug

and handsome upholstered pieces work 1o
signify the livi
blown glass chande

ea, while a brass and

r by Lindsey Adelman
drops in from rhe high ceiling wo mark the
dining ream

“We started from scratch, which is a rarity
in this business sometimes,” says Naeve
Parker, reflecting on the project’s successful
outcome. In the end, amid all the layers,
she concludes; “The
entire space s
baving & solscslve
conversation,” As
for the bachelod?

“Throughout our
time working
together, we ot
him really excited
about art,” she
says. ~[He is now]
addicted 1o arr and
good furnicure.”
What more could

a designer hope for? e
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