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LEATHER

MOISTENING
LEATHER

Vegetable tanned tooling leather must be moistened with water before you can work with
it. This procedure is called casing. As you wet the leather, the fibers swell and soften, thus
enabling you to stamp and shape it. Leather is moistened by rubbing a damp sponge on it.
Be sure your hands are clean. Rub the damp sponge on the flesh side and then on the grain
side. Apply the water as evenly as possible. When the leather begins to return to its natural
color, begin stamping. If your leather dries before you complete the tooling design, it will be
necessary to remoisten. Be sure you case the entire piece to avoid water spots.

Caution: Always use glass or plastic containers for the water. Metal containers may cause
the leather to stain.



