
Endorsements 
 
“This exquisite book celebrates California’s native wildflowers for what they are: works of art, 
honed over millennia, with the same right to exist as everything else. The first step toward 
conservation is education, and the respectful work presented here is a fine start. In the end, it 
boils down to this: how diminished our world would be without flowering plants, and how 
foolish we all would be to allow even a single one to slip away. After all, when we save other 
species, we’re actually saving ourselves.” 
—Joel Sartore, National Geographic photographer and founder of the Photo Ark 
 

“‘Beauty and the Beast’ arrives as potent medicine for our souls. Marrying art and science 
while lifting a chorus of diverse voices, this beautiful book will inspire and move you toward 
greater action on behalf of life itself. As we face climate and extinction crises, this book will 
buoy your heart and offer an updraft under your wings.” 
—Nina Simons, author and cofounder of Bioneers 
 
“Our only long-term hope is to live in harmony with the natural world that sustains us. There 
simply is no other option. If the beauty and wisdom documented in this extraordinary book do 
not inspire us and guide us to find new ways to do this, nothing will!” 
—Doug Tallamy, professor of entomology, University of Delaware, and author of Bring 
Nature Home 
 

Testimonials 
 

“OMG… your book is a masterpiece.  First I cried at the beauty of the flowers, then I felt 

kinship with the stories… especially Wendy Tokuda’s description of broom pulling. My 
sentiments exactly, only expressed better than I could hope to. This book belongs in every 
school, library, and home.”  
—Pat Williams, retired fire captain  
 
“Nita! I was recently gifted with your wonderful book and want to share my excitement for 
your extraordinary accomplishment. Thank you, THANK YOU for ‘Beauty and the Beast!’ It is 
a gigantic contribution toward the mindset our world needs to face the realities of climate 
change and nature abuse. You deserve respect and admiration, and let me say to others: 
‘Get this book.’ It's big, heavy, and beautiful, but far more than just a coffee table book. 
Innovative photographic techniques and subject matter. Gorgeous, full page photographs. 
And rich with up-to-date science, geographic history, natural history.” 
—Alana Unger 

“Your book ‘Beauty and the Beast’ is the most beautiful book ever on California wildflowers. It 
is stunning and will open people to appreciate the flowers around us, and the effects of 
climate change on them and all nature. Thank you both for it! With appreciation.” 
—Deirdre K. 

“I can't tell you what a balm for the soul your book has been especially during this time when 
we are limited by where we can go. Bill and I usually took several trips a year to the great 
outdoors and especially to places that were in bloom. We drank in the natural world and felt 
so rested and restored. These days we hike our local mountains and enjoy the beauty they 
offer. When I need more, I gaze into the photos in your book and allow my mind to take me 
to those places and feel the awe. We humans have evolved alongside living things far 
greater than ourselves or any of our inventions and yet we take so many of them for granted. 



I like the tone of the essays in the book too-absent of anger and more an invitation to save 
our dear big, blue marble — the most wondrous place in the universe.” 
—Linda Newsum 
 


