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Is Diabetic Dog Food Good For My Dog?

By Teddy Paseo

What Is The Benefit Of Diabetic Dog Food?

If you note changes in your dog, like consuming an unusual amount of water, urinating
frequently and gaining weight without eating any more food, there is a chance that the dog is
sick with canine diabetes. Canine diabetes comes about when the body is not able to process
insulin. If not treated, the dog may begging to experience diverse health troubles that may
end up fatal.

So, when your dog is suffering from diabetes, you not only have to administer insulin to him,
but you also have to include diabetic dog food in his diet. If you use diabetic dog food as a
part of your dogs nutritional program, don't have to be concerned about your dog's nutrient
necessities.

With Diabetic Dog Food, There Is No Need For Any More Supplements

Aside from this, there are other advantages to diabetic dog food. The main advantage this
presents is you not having to give supplements to your dog. The increase in fiber and
antioxidants is another benefit of utilizing this type of food. In the event that you choose to
feed your dog traditional dog food when diabetes is a problem for them, your dogs nutritional
requirement will include supplements or insulin.

Moreover, with dog food like this, the complete dietary needs of the dog are more than
adequately met. Most of the different types of diabetic dog food have more nutritional value
than other dog foods.

Diabetic Dog Foods Provide Higher Antioxidant Levels For Your Dog

Feeding your dog with diabetic dog food provides it with the reward of getting increased
totals of antioxidants. It is important to have antioxidants in the food to clear the dog's body
of germs and free radicals. This is necessary as they can only complicate the status of the
diabetic dog's body.

Higher levels of antioxidants can usually be found in homemade dog food. However, fruits
and vegetables are higher in antioxidants but also higher in sugars, it has the potential to
worsen the dog's diabetes status. It is different with commercial diabetic dog food, since
chemical procedures are involved in mixing the essential antioxidants. The high fiber
contained in custom-made dog foods make them a fitter selection for most dogs. Blood sugar
levels are actually lowered by the presence of fiber.

This is just another way that the high fiber content is advantageous. Diabetic dogs require
specialized food. The amount of carbohydrates that finds its way into most commercial
brands makes the average store bought brand of dog food entirely unhealthy for the diabetic
dog.
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Get the information you need to protect your pet. Many commercial foods can cause not only
allergies, but can actually decrease your pets comfort, quality of life and shorten their life
span. To keep your pet healthy and strong you should get the facts about dog food and the
harm some foods can cause your pet. Take a look at Diabetic Dog Food [http://dogfood-facts-
exposed.com/diabetic-dog-food.htm] at [http://dogfood-facts-exposed.com/diabetic-dog-
food.htm]

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Teddy Paseo

Get Your Pet Diabetic Dog Food Or Make it
Yourself - 4 Tips For Pet Owners

By Deepanjolie Figg

It is difficult to stand by and watch a pet suffer from any ailment. Diabetes is a health
disorder that affects dogs as much as it does humans.

As a pet owner, there are some symptoms you should watch out for in your four legged friend
and take timely steps to control and manage diabetes in your doggy pal - some of these are
outlined below for your easy reference.

So do read on and apply tips for healthy managment of pet diabetes and you can look forward
to many more companionable hours with your faithful furry friend.

Symptoms and solutions for pet diabetes

The symptoms are the same: unquenchable thirst and constant urination, with a pungent smell
from the urine.

If the dog looks listless with little or no energy it is time to ask the vet for a diagnosis. When
the vet determines diabetes in a dog, he or she will prescribe diabetic dog food for the pet.

Like human diabetic food, diabetic dog food is composed of little or no sugar and
carbohydrates. Carbs are changed to glucose in the system and this leads to complications in
the diabetic animal. So, developing a diabetic dog food diet means keeping the carbohydrates
low and keeping off the sugar all together.

Like any diabetic case, it is easy to handle pet diabetes with proper diet and exercise
management for your affected pet.

How pet owners can help their diabetic dogs
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So, while your dog is on a diabetic dog food diet, the animal should be briskly walked twice a
day and there is no reason why the pet should not live a healthy and active life.

When looking through the shelves in the supermarket for the best diabetic dog food for your
pet, you will be amazed by the quantity of carbohydrates and sugar in any packaged dog
food. Research reveals dry forms of dog food contain some of the highest counts of two of
the most diabetes-supporting compounds, which is why it is imperative that caring pet owners
whose dogs have been medically diagnosed with a diabetic problem stay aware of the
necessary guidelines for proper pet exercise and diabetic dog food planning to ensure their
pet remains in the best of health.

When developing a diabetic diet for your dog, keep the following in mind:

1. A natural diet is the best diet for your diabetic dog. If you can prepare the food yourself
there is nothing better. You are probably cooking for the rest of the family so you can take a
few minutes out to prepare the dogs food as well. This way you will be able to keep a tab of
how much carbs and sugars you are feeding the animal.

2. If you are unable to cook the dog's food yourself, you should research some good
manufactured foods and start the dog on them. This may not be too easy because it is difficult
to get a dog to switch over to a food that he or she has not eaten before. Believe it or not,
some dogs develop a taste for their regular manufactured dog food and they cannot change
over to a new brand easily. But, a little effort will be required to get the dog on the road to
health once again. Using canned food that has been especially developed for dogs is the best
way to help your diabetic animal live a healthy life.

3. Diabetic dogs, like humans, have an overworked pancreas. This is the organ that makes
insulin to break down sugar. (The pancreas also makes enzymes that break down fat). So, to
help the pancreas along, it is a good idea to keep off fats when planning out your dog's daily
diabetic meal plan.

4. Put you diabetic dog on lean meats, like chicken once in a week or once a month.
Vegetables should form a good part of the dogs diet. So, get some fresh green vegetables and
mix them in the diabetic dog food twice a week.

These tips coupled with lots of TLC (tender, loving care) are among the best things you can
do for your ailing pet.

Deepanjolie Figg specializes in creating original content for diverse industries and
publications that aims at grabbing readers by the eyeballs, appeals to search engines and
enhances a client's business presence online. To get yourself the quality Article Writing
advantage, contact her today for content on these and more topics!

Remember, the Write People Are Just A Click Away!

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Deepanjolie _Figg
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Prescription-Strength Diabetic Dog Food

By Tracey A Patterson

Once your dog has been diagnosed with diabetes, your vet will make some changes right
away to your dog's care. One of the first changes will be to what you dog eats. In all
probability, your vet will recommend a brand of food made just for dogs with diabetes...with
a catch. Either your vet will sell it to you him or herself, or, more likely, give you a
prescription for the dog food. But what is this with needing a prescription just to buy diabetic
dog food.

Because your dog is having difficulty managing their blood sugar, modifying the mix of
nutrients your dog eats will go a long way to helping your dog's body to balance out this
sugar level. Specially-formulated meals will accomplish just that. A prescription or
therapeutic diet is one prescribed by a veterinarian to adjust a medical condition.

Commercial diabetic dog foods are formulated to target the unique metabolic processes of a
dog with diabetes. The mixture and ratio of nutrients (proteins, starch, fiber, vitamins, etc.) in
these specially formulated meals are different than general brands of dog food. This special
mix should help the bodily functions of a pooch with diabetes adjust to stable levels,
functions like blood glucose levels, digestion, immune system responses and kidney
functions.

Commercial dog food companies create their special diabetic dietary mixes based on
scientific research that determines the best ratios of various nutrients that a diabetic dog
needs. When doing this, some nutrients are reduced and some are elevated in amounts that
are outside the typical levels that are good for normal dogs. Put another way--foods that are
made especially to control irregular blood sugar in diabetic dogs are are not appropriate for
normal dogs.

Therefore, food products specifically for diabetic dogs typically are available for purchase
ONLY on the order of a licensed veterinarian.

Therefore, prior to feeding any dog a diet specifically formulated to modify body chemistry--
in this case blood sugar levels--a veterinarian must make an appropriate medical diagnosis.
After that they then can write a prescription for special food. Think of therapeutic diets as
you would a drug (even though there are not actually drugs in them!). This food has a special
mix designed to produce a specific reaction (like a drug). And only dogs that have been
diagnosed with diabetes should be eating diabetic dog foods.

After researching 100s of papers and products (and still currently researching),
Tracey is versed the nutritional needs of diabetic dogs and what products and
home recipes will help a dog with diabetes and which products and methods will
likely do more damage. Check out more information on feeding a diabetic dog on
"Diabetic Dog Foods".

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Tracey A_Patterson
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Diabetic Dog Care - Exercises For Diabetic
Dogs

By S Kennedy

Diabetic dog care should include regular exercises for diabetic dogs so that you can achieve
optimum health. By implementing a well-balanced healthy nutritious diet and a good regular
exercise routine you will be able to effectively manage your diabetic dog's health.

It is very important for a diabetic dog to get regular exercise for the following reasons:

o Weight Control - If your dog has diabetes it is essential to maintain weight control.
When more weight is gained managing the diabetes is made a lot harder. Controlling
the weight of your dog will help manage blood sugar levels so that they remain at a
normal level

e Blood circulation - Making sure that your dog gets better blood circulation is
essential. Exercise will usually cause the blood glucose to decrease when the muscles
pull the energy from the blood glucose. Therefore when your dog exercises, the blood
glucose decreases and allows absorption of insulin to work better which causes the
blood glucose to lower. This means that exercise will increase the rate at which
insulin is absorbed

o Weight Loss - Weight loss will help to lower high blood glucose levels, so getting
regular exercise and eating a well-balanced healthy nutritious diet will benefit your
diabetic dog with any weight problems

Before implementing any exercise program for your dog, it is advisable to consult with your
vet to make sure which exercises will be more beneficial to your dog and will cause the least
amount of harm. The type of exercise you choose for your diabetic dog should be an activity
that is enjoyable and fun. Make sure you determine these exercises with your dog's health
condition and age in mind.

You should never over exert your diabetic dog with exercise, keep it easy and fun, you should
make sure that your dog does not end up panting. Always ensure that you have fresh water on
hand at all times. When you are out and about, make sure to take a sweetener like Karo syrup

with you just in case you dog requires something if the blood sugar levels become low. If you
notice that your dog shows signs of dizziness, fatigue or convulsions, simply give your dog a

little sugar and you should notice the change instantly.

When you implement your exercise program for your dog, make sure to start off slowly, keep
it to 10 to 15 minutes each time, and increase this over time and depending on how your dog
reacts to the exercise program. Try to exercise at the same time each day as well as the same
amount of time; this will help your diabetic dog as dramatic changes will cause high blood
glucose levels and can only harm your dog.

Diabetic dog care is not complicated and can be implemented easily. Exercises for diabetic
dogs as well as a healthy nutritious diet is vital in managing diabetes and achieving optimum
health.
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Sue Kennedy is the author of the physician-endorsed e-book "Defeat Diabetes Now," and
operates a membership channel devoted to health & wellness. Readers of her book also
receive instant access to expert interviews, articles, diet plans and other resources designed to
maintain optimum health and prevent disease. Learn how you can defeat diabetes now.

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=S Kennedy

Signs of Diabetes in Dogs and Feeding

Instructions For a Diabetic Dog
By Tehmina Mazher

Just like humans, dogs are also caught by diabetes. If your dog is also experiencing signs of
diabetes then the best way to keep his diabetic condition in control is diabetic dog food.
Following things must be monitored to control the signs of diabetes in dogs

e Quantity of sugar

e Amount of carbohydrates
e Amount of food

e Frequency of feeding

It is generally recommended that diabetic dog should be given smaller meals three times a
day instead of one large meal. The blood sugar levels can be stabilized with the help of
smaller meals. One single large meal causes the formation of peaks and valleys of blood
sugar level. The low blood sugar level may result in hypoglycemia which is a serious
condition.

What should the owner feed to diabetic dog? Here are few recommendations for the owners
whose dogs are suffering from signs of diabetes.

Avoid Sugary Foods: Most owners of dog are unaware of the amount of carbohydrates and
sugar content of the commercial dog foods. Carbohydrates are metabolized into glucose in
the body so they are considered a type of sugar. Both dry dog foods and softly moist dog
foods are not good for the diabetic dogs. It is better to feed it with canned food after
thoroughly checking the ingredients printed on label.

Homemade Diabetic Dog Food: The best solution for diabetic dog food is raw food or
homemade dog foods. The dog owner is in a better position if keeping the track of quantity of
sugar and carbohydrates being fed to dog. Homemade dog foods are expensive and require
much patience but there are many websites that can be helpful in preparing tasty and
nutritious dog food at home.

Reduce the Amount Of Fats: The function of pancreas is to control the amount of insulin
and blood sugar and produce enzymes to break down the fat content of food. The aim of the
diabetic dog food is to put least stress on pancreas so low fat meat is the better choice. Extra
fats in turkey and cheeks must be removed. Ground beef must be avoided.
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Small Amount of Grains Are Good: The dog owner must be careful about the quantity of
grains; as animals cannot digest grains easily like humans. Still few grains are favorable for
the diabetic dogs. Oats, millet and brown rice are good sources of dietary fiber.

Before making any changes in the diet of diabetic dog better check Signs Of Diabetes in
Dogs. Here you will found such a valuable information about the diabetes in dogs that you
must not miss at any cost (the information is free here).

This author also writes articles about Coach Handbags. These branded bags will carry your
look and style during pregnancy as well.

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Tehmina_Mazher

Handling Diabetic Dogs

By Collin Walker

Many people don't know that diabetes can affect animals and they are shocked when their pet
is diagnosed with diabetes. Luckily diabetes can be managed in pets but there are a few
things you will have to do to maintain your pet's health. Dogs can live a normal lifespan with
diabetes but they need supportive care, here are a few steps you can take to support your
diabetic dog:

1. Try to find a veterinarian who is specialized in working with diabetic dogs. While there is
no cure for diabetes, proper care and management can allow your dog to live a long and
happy life.

2. Learn how to administer insulin injections to your dog. Oral diabetes medication isn't very
successful in dogs and your diabetic dog will need insulin shots. Fortunately the process is
easy and once your veterinarian has determined the correct dosage of insulin your dog needs,
learning how to administer the shot is easy and relatively painless for your dog. Insulin shots
are given in the scruff of the animal's neck and the needle is thin and painless.

3. You will have to learn how to collect a urine sample from your dog on a regular basis to
test for glucose levels in order to monitor your dog's glucose levels. This can be easily done
using a pie pan to collect urine and then using a glucose strip to measure the amount of
glucose present in the urine. Frequent monitoring is necessary in case you have to readjust
insulin doses.

4. Feeding your dog an appropriate diet is crucial in managing canine diabetes and a high
fiber diet is the most beneficial in this case. Treats should be minimized or ruled out and
anything that can negatively affect your dog should be eliminated from your dog's diet.
Diabetic dogs learn to find food easily so care should be taken not to leave food lying around
or within access of your pet.

5. You should walk your dog on a daily basis. Exercise is very beneficial for diabetics, both
canine and human!
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6. Talk with your vet to see if there are any vitamin and mineral supplementation your dog
may benefit from.

7. Monitor your dog's water intake and behavior. If your dog's urination increases or he seems
particularly thirsty you should report this to your vet immediately. Your vet may decide to
administer a blood and urine test to monitor any changes in blood sugar levels and adjust
medication accordingly.

8. As diabetic dogs are prone to fainting when blood sugar levels decrease suddenly, always
keep some corn syrup or honey close at hand. If your dog faints or goes into shock, place a
few drops of corn syrup or honey on the dog's gum and tongue to revive him and take him to
the vet immediately.

This article was written by Colin Walker of Pet-Super-Store.com, where you can find the best
selection of electric dog fences and dog training collars!

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Collin Walker

Are Insulin Injections the Only Answer For
Your Diabetic Dog?

By Stephen M Patrick

There are natural ways to treat and help your diabetic dog but the fact still remains, if they
need insulin, then insulin they must have. But even if this is the only answer you can still
considerably reduce the amount of insulin to be administered along with improving your
dog's health and well being.

Diet.

It goes without saying that sugar needs to be reduced or cut out completely. But although it is
pretty easy to recognize sugar or glucose within foodstuffs, it isn't so obvious to recognize the
other big culprit for diabetic mayhem - carbohydrates. Most dry dog foods, including the
prescription diets your vet sells, are predominately made from grains. The problem with
grains is that they're usually very high in carbohydrates, which you and your dog's body
quickly turns into glucose thus producing a spike in blood sugar levels.

If you think of the principle of the Atkins diet with the cutting out of carbs, you can begin to
understand what happens when you or your dog consumes carbs. Carbs = sugar = weight gain
(sometimes diabetes). Both simple and complex carbs produce glucose but they are released
into the blood stream at different speeds. Simple being quick, complex being slow. Generally
they are OK for your energy levels but the over-consumption of carbs has probably been the
leading cause of obesity and diabetes in both humans and dogs. In times gone by before the
modern medical marvels of treating diabetes if someone became diabetic it was unlikely they
would live past 30. But the doctors of old recommended a diet of protein and fat with no
carbs or sugar (fruit), perhaps you could say those doctors of a couple of hundred years ago
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began the Atkins diet! The best way to regulate the glucose being released into the
bloodstream is to prolong the digestion process with a diet higher in protein and fat. In the
case of your diabetic dog perhaps try a good quality canned food or better still a homemade
diet.

Exercise.

Any good diabetic will tell you that exercise does wonders for their condition. Getting the
blood pumping helps shift that excess weight and helps regulate your blood sugar levels. The
fatter you are, the more difficult it is to keep good sugar levels and control. Diabetes is all
about good control. The only thing to be mindful of is that exercise will burn your sugar up
so beware of the hypo. The same applies to your dog, give him as much exercise as possible
but have something on hand should he show symptoms of a hypo. With this in mind perhaps
you should work out an exercise plan with your vet.

Your vet will tell you that consistency is the key and will probably suggest that you exercise
your pet at the same time every day keeping the sessions the same length without being over-
vigorous; you do not want your dog getting out of breath as he could be on the way to having
a hypo. If your dog goes dizzy or weak or starts to act in an unusual way, give him something
sweet and get to the vet quickly.

Natural Remedies

Many studies have shown that certain herbs, vitamins, nutrients and minerals can be helpful
in regulating blood glucose levels in a diabetic dog. These include:

Fenugreek: helps to slow down carbohydrate absorption and may stimulate insulin
production.

Astragalus: is often used in Chinese Medicine. Clinical research has proven its effectiveness
to regulate glucose levels and it can also prevent or slow the formation of cataracts, which are
almost a guaranteed effect of canine diabetes.

Goat's rue can lower glucose levels without causing hypoglycaemia (hypo) and may also
reduce your dog's risk of cataracts, and may also prevent kidney damage.

Bilberry is another cataract preventing favourite with herbalists with some even believing
Bilberry can reverse them.

Chromium is an essential mineral for glucose regulation in the blood. Popular with humans in
supplement form, it is also an excellent product for your diabetic dog. It can prevent insulin
resistance, which is usually a precursor of type 2 diabetes which is the most common form of
this disease among canines and humans.

All the above are fine to use along with insulin but some owners wish to pursue this herbal
direction to a point where their pet is no longer insulin dependent. This is a great goal but
consult with your vet before making any major changes. Remember mainstream vets are not
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champions of any alternative remedies or medicines, so make sure your vet is forward rather
than backward thinking.

Diabetes is a horrible aging disease but with good blood sugar control for you or your dog it
will mean a virtually normal and happy existence.

Good luck!

Stephen Patrick heads up the customer and business development team at http://www.can-
c.biz. He has worked in the field of anti-aging medicine / age prevention medicines since
1997 and with the Can-C eye drops since they were introduced to the world just over 10 years
ago. He strongly believes in spreading the word for alternative remedies and treatments and
especially likes to demonstrate the benefits of prevention rather than conventional cure. He
recently assisted in the launch of http://www.antiagingcentral.com

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Stephen_M_Patrick

The Right Diabetic Dog Food May Reverse
Diabetes

By Madeleine Innocent

If you change to the right diabetic dog food, you stand a chance of reversing the diabetes.
Yes, you did read that correctly. No, I'm not telling you porkies. This may be dependent on
the length of time your dog has had diabetes, and the treatment he has had. Although these
factors are less important than the overall health of your dog.

I can be confident in making this claim because it is usually the food causing the diabetes in
the first place. If you remove the cause, the effect goes away. What passes for dog food in the
highly lucrative pet food industry is nothing short of shocking. Shocking because it is nutrient
poor, so you're starving your dog.

Shocking because it often contains harmful filler such as sugar, which goes a long way to
creating diabetes. Shocking because the claims on the label about being 'preservative free' are
normally a blatant lie. How else can the indefinite long shelf life be attained? Shocking
because the synthesised and isolated nutrients' will do nothing at best, and create havoc at
worst.

By making the simple switch to feeding your dog a wholesome, raw, quality, home prepared
diet, you will probably cure the diabetes. Wild dogs, the ancestors of your domestic dog, hunt
and scavenge. Their food is raw, though not necessarily fresh. It contains muscle meat, organ
meat and bones in the perfect proportion.

Don't ever be fooled by the exaggerated claims made by those who profit by the claims. No
processed dog food can come close to the natural diet of wild dogs.
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Holistic veterinarians around the world are claiming enormous health benefits when dogs are
fed a quality, raw, balanced diet. It can cure not only diabetes, but other serious and chronic
conditions such as infertility, leukemia and cancer, too.

Do you want to learn more about natural good health, in particular diet and homeopathy?
Download my free report 'Better Health for Dogs' here: Naturally Healthy Dogs. Madeleine
Innocent is a full time consultant homeopath and homeopathic coach. Visit Madeleine here:
http://www.naturallyhealthydogs.com.

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Madeleine_Innocent

Tips For Living With Your Diabetic Dog

By Darlene L. Norris

If you have a diabetic dog, life is probably a bit more complicated for you and your pet than it
used to be. Canine diabetes can be a challenging condition to manage, but it can be done.
Here are some tips to make life easier for both of you.

Is Exercise A Good Idea For Dogs With Diabetes?

Yes, it is, but you do need to be careful. Too much exercise can cause your pet's blood sugar
levels to drop to dangerously low levels. It's always a good idea to keep a little Karo syrup
with you so you can rub it on your pet's gums if he starts showing signs of hypoglycemia.

It's essential to be establish a consistent routine for exercise. You'll need to commit to
exercising him every day at about the same time, for about the same amount of time each
day. Avoid having him out running around at top speed for a half hour once or twice a week,
and then sitting around the rest of the time.

A daily ten-minute walk can help considerably in keeping your pet's blood glucose regulated.
Low-key activities, where your pet doesn't start panting, are best. Walking or swimming are
recommended exercises for a diabetic pet.

Always consult with your vet before starting an exercise program for dogs with diabetes.
What Should I Be Feeding My Diabetic Dog?

You need to understand that most dry dog food contains too many carbohydrates. The
problem is that carbohydrates are quickly broken down into glucose, which is dumped into
his system all at once. This causes a spike in his glucose levels. A pet with diabetes either
isn't producing enough insulin to regulate these levels, or his body can't use it. When glucose
levels remain high for a long time, it causes damage to just about every organ in your pet's
body.
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Learn to read pet food labels. You'll probably be surprised to learn that even the dry
prescription diet your vet recommends contains too many carbohydrates for dogs with
diabetes.

You'll want to feed your pet a high-quality grain-free food. Canned food is probably best,
although there are dry foods available now that are grain-free. Look for a food that's high in
fiber, and low in fat. Protein and fat are also broken down into glucose, but it's released into
your pet's body over a much longer period of time, which avoids those nasty spikes in blood
sugar levels.

You'll be feeding your pet two or three small meals a day instead of one big one. This also
helps to regulate glucose levels in his blood.

Are Natural Remedies For Dogs Safe For Pets With Canine Diabetes?

Some pet owners are interested in using herbs and dietary supplements to regulate glucose
levels naturally. Research has shown that the herbs goat's rue, fenugreek, and astragalus,
along with the mineral chromium, are very effective in controlling blood sugar levels in pets.
These remedies are safe to use in combination with the insulin prescribed by your vet.

Always consult with your vet before making any treatment changes. Most vets are very open

to the use of natural remedies, and will be willing to work with you and your companion. It's

important that your vet monitors your pet to be sure he doesn't develop hypoglycemia. It may
be necessary to lower the insulin dose when using natural remedies for dogs.

Do yourself and your diabetic dog a favor and try a natural pet remedy today. Life may
become less challenging for both of you.

Darlene Norris has combined her experience working at a vet clinic with her long-time
interest in natural healing to bring you her new website, Natural Pet Diabetes Control. Learn
how you can use natural remedies for dogs to help your diabetic dog by visiting
http://NaturalPetDiabetesControl.com

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Darlene_L. Norris

The Implications of a Diabetic Dog

By Collin Walker

It's shocking to hear that your dog has been diagnosed with diabetes, but it doesn't mean an
end to her life. Proper diet and insulin treatment can ensure her several more years with a
good quality of life. Follow these steps when your family finds itself caring for a diabetic
dog.

Step 1: Enlist the help of a qualified veterinarian who has experience working with dogs that
suffer from diabetes. Unfortunately, the battle with diabetes can be long and trying and
requires the expertise and patience of a worthy vet.
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Step 2: Become familiar with injecting insulin into your dog's scruff. Your vet will help you
in determining the right amount of insulin, but as the pet owner, you will be responsible for
administering the insulin at least once a day.

Step 3: Become adept at chasing your dog around with a pie pan in order to intercept her
stream of urine. On a very frequent basis you will need to collect her urine sample and dip a
glucose strip into the urine in order to perform the glucose strip test, which determines
glucose levels.

Step 4: Feed your dog a high fiber quality dog food that your vet recommends. Diet is of
utmost importance to a diabetic dog and it's vital that you are strict about your dog's food
intake. Also eliminate all treats from your dog's diet. This is not negotiable. Take care not to
leave any food on counters or in accessible trashcans as diabetic dogs will become very
clever at finding foods they are not allowed to eat.

Step 5: Initiate an exercise program immediately. In order to improve the quality of her life,
your dog should walk at least 5 days a week.

Step 6: Research dietary supplements (such as vitamins or minerals) that your pup might
benefit from. Consult with your vet before introducing supplements into your dog's health
routine.

Step 7: Pay attention to any changes in your dog's urination, water intake, behavior, etc.
Report these changes to your vet and be willing to have your dog participate in regular urine
and blood tests.

Step 8: Always have corn syrup on hand. If your diabetic dog goes into shock, just a few
drops of this sticky substance on her tongue should stabilize her for the time being.

This article was provided by Collin Walker of Pet-Super-Store.com, where you can find the
Garmin Astro and Tri-tronics products.

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Collin_Walker
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