
Marbletown Commits to All-Renewable Future  

Board Unanimously Approves Plan Which 

Make the Switch Easier and Save Money 
Environmental Conservation Commission Invites 

“Champions” to Lead Community’s Shift from 

Fossil Fuels 

STONE RIDGE, NY – On Tuesday, September 1, 

2020, Marbletown’s Town Board unanimously 

adopted a plan to shift local energy use to 

renewables for power, heating, cooling and 

transportation. In addition to protecting the climate, 

the plan would save residents money, according to 

Marbletown Environmental Conservation 

Commission (ECC) Chair Tom Konrad. In 

Marbletown, full electrification and renewables 

could cut residents’ energy expenses by about 40%, 

or $6.5 million annually, Konrad told the Board 

while presenting the plan. 

Created by the Marbletown ECC in collaboration with Sustainable Hudson Valley (SHV), the 

plan offers specific strategies and tools to assist residents and businesses in making voluntary 

changes. The plan focuses on educating the community about renewably powered alternatives 

to older equipment and vehicles, when they are ready to be replaced. It also encourages local 

policies that can make the switch easier while saving people money 

“The technologies we need for an all-renewable lifestyle are here now. But people still believe 

they’re financially out of reach, which is no longer true,” Konrad said. “Most of the group that 

worked on this project have already taken steps in their own lives such as going solar, driving an 

electric vehicle, and getting off fossil fuels for heating and cooling with an efficient, quiet, clean 

heat pump.” Rebates, incentives, discounts, and programs such as “Affordable Solar” all help. 

While some of the technologies cost more up front, they are easily financed and start saving 

money right away, said Konrad, an investment advisor by profession. “To help people get started 

at low or no cost, we have created a framework, the Ten Steps for Cost-Effective Switch to 

Renewable Energy.” Steps like getting an energy audit and signing up for community solar can 

actually save you money, he added, noting that over the twenty years in which most of the shift 

will take place, savings to the community could grow to around $6,500,000 per year. 

“I’m excited for two reasons,” commented Marbletown Environmental Conservation 

Commission member Iris Marie Bloom. “One is the climate emergency: every fraction of a 

degree of warming we prevent is super important right now and for future generations. The other 

is helping Marbletown residents save money the way I’ve been saving. My household has been 

at “net zero energy” for heating, cooking, cooling, EV charging, and hot water since 2017 – and 

it’s a thrill to get no bills. New York banned fracking, so it’s ethically consistent too; I’m 



relieved that I’m not harming anyone’s health in Pennsylvania, Texas, Louisiana or elsewhere 

for my home to be comfortable.” 

Marbletown already gets most of its electricity from renewable sources as a participant in the 

Community Choice Aggregation program of Hudson Valley Community Power, which 

provides in-state renewable energy to participating communities. 

Wood heating is also widespread in town – a source that is renewable but only makes 

environmental sense when high-efficiency newer model stoves are used. As part of the 

campaign, the ECC will offer guidance on efficient wood management and seek discounts and 

grants to support conversion of wood stoves to the highest efficiency models available. 

Over the coming years, the plan calls for increasing access to electric vehicles, heat pumps, and 

energy storage systems to maximize the benefits from solar power and energy efficiency. 

Sustainable Hudson Valley has been laying the groundwork for awareness and interest by 

producing the Solarize Rondout Valley campaign with the ECC in 2018, training car dealerships 

on the benefits of electric vehicles, and publishing the educational Clean Power Guide with 

Chronogram Media. SHV has organized a Green Group Purchase program to provide 

discounts of 5% and more on renewable and energy efficient technology with carefully chosen 

contractors. These business partners have pledged to make donations to COVID-19 related 

charities such as local food banks, with every purchase. 

Residents can sign up for both the discount Green Group Purchase and for free energy coaching 

at this website: https://sustainhv.org/green-group-purchase-program/. 

As an early step to help generate enthusiasm for the plan, and to make the switch from fossil 

fuels to renewables more accessible and understandable to all, the ECC is looking for a few good 

champions. “All we mean by ‘champion’ is that you’re ready to take one next step, like an 

energy audit, an electric lawnmower, an induction stove, a mini-split, a heat pump or increased 

insulation -- and talk about it to your neighbors, to groups, to the local media.” Marbletown 

residents who want to participate may contact the ECC: marbletownecc@gmail.com. 
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