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NYSERDA – Clean Heating and Cooling Case Studies – The NYS Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) has published an important resource on their 
website – a map linked to case studies of ground source and air source heat pump 
installations across NY State.  The map features a variety of installations - from new 
builds to retrofits, and from low-income multifamily projects, to a luxury high rise, to 
many different types of single-family homes.  See the map and access the case studies 
here. 

 
 
  

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Researchers-and-Policymakers/Clean-Heating-and-Cooling
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Researchers-and-Policymakers/Clean-Heating-and-Cooling


Your Input Sought on NY’s Clean Heat Program - Department of Public Service 
(DPS) staff has filed their halfway point review of the Clean Heat program (and more 
broadly of the New Efficiency: New York initiative) and is looking for input.  Staff has 
sprinkled 42 questions throughout the report to stimulate public feedback on improving 
the program.  DPS filing here.  

 
 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bB870F67B-E748-4910-BD25-C64B00652954%7d


LA – All-Electric New Construction Starts in April 2023 – Olivia Walker and Megan 
Ross - NRDC - This year, Los Angeles will become California’s largest city to implement 
a ban on natural gas in new buildings. That’s thanks to an ordinance unanimously 
approved last month by the City Council which requires that new buildings within city 
limits be constructed with all-electric appliances.  The law — which requires electricity to 
be used for everything from space and water heating systems to cooking equipment — 
will apply to most new buildings approved by the Los Angeles Department of Building 
and Safety after April 1.  Thanks to Brynn Fuller-Becker of NYers for Clean Power for 
this tip.  Read more here. 

 
Leaders of Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Policy Education (SCOPE LA), which 

organized support for the gas ban 
 

 
  

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/olivia-walker/becomes-largest-ca-city-electrify-new-buildings


PSC Energy Storage Roadmap Ignores Geothermal Loops – The NYS Public 
Service Commission has released a 104-page Energy Storage Roadmap, and a word 
search of the document for “geothermal”, “ground source” or “heat pump” finds no 
matches.  Geothermal ground loops are a potentially massive source of long duration 
energy storage that are not considered in this report.  Ground loops store a building’s 
heat in the ground during summer and access that heat over the winter season, while 
also accessing the solar energy that is absorbed by the ground every year.  The 
Roadmap projects spending between $1.0 billion and $1.7 billion of ratepayer money for 
4.7 GW of short duration (2-4 hour) storage.  Press release with a link to the report 
here.  

 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bAF38D507-5368-4E0A-9627-BDAB0DD1E91F%7d
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bAF38D507-5368-4E0A-9627-BDAB0DD1E91F%7d


Cumulative Impacts Bill signed by Governor Hochul - The bill (S.8830/A.2103D), 
addresses the disproportionate burden on disadvantaged communities from pollution-
generating facilities.  It ensures that cumulative impacts are taken into consideration in 
the State’s environmental permitting processes when potentially polluting facilities seek 
permits in disadvantaged communities.  According to WE ACT for Environmental 
Justice, a key supporter of the bill, “It’s a historic move, making New York the second 
such in the nation.  This legislation is a major step in reducing the health impacts and 
financial burdens fueled by environmental injustice.”  Read more here.  

 
Study Released on Gas Stoves and Asthma in Children – Ben Adler – Yahoo News 
– “Gas stoves are responsible for 12.7% of U.S. childhood asthma cases, a new study 
in the peer-reviewed International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 
has found…  The study was based on a meta-analysis from 2013 on the correlation 
between gas stoves and childhood asthma, which found that living in a home with a gas 
stove corresponds to a 42% higher chance of current childhood asthma.”  These new 
findings come amid increased pressure on regulators to address the health risks 
associated with gas stoves. Consumer Product Safety Commissioner Richard Trumka 
Jr. recently opened the door to regulating or even banning gas stoves entirely due to 
their health risks.  Read more here. 

 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s8830
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A2103
https://nyforcleanpower.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96f558728275b20be41fa4ae9&id=249c908710&e=0e11086f8e
https://news.yahoo.com/gas-stoves-have-given-650000-us-children-asthma-study-finds-204619540.html


Op Ed: Fossil Fuel Front-Group Seeks to Halt New York’s Climate Progress - 
Richard Schrader & Isabel Friedman – Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) – 
Op Ed in the Gotham Gazette – “It’s beyond dispute that the fossil fuel industry has 
perpetrated a multi-decade misinformation campaign that has led some policymakers, 
the media, and much of public opinion down a rabbit hole of climate denial.  Now 
they’ve got their sights on New York State’s climate legislation and initiatives.  The 
cynically dubbed front group “New Yorkers for Affordable Energy” has paid for attack 
ads against several key bills moving through the State Legislature, including the All-
Electric Heat in New Construction bill, which would mandate electric heat in new 
buildings starting later this decade, and the Gas Transition and Affordable Energy bill, 
which would end customer subsidies for gas industry expansion and create cost 
protections for low- and moderate-income households.”  Read more here. 

 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/astroturfing 

  

https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11757-fossil-fuel-front-group-new-york-climate-progress
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/astroturfing


Great Lakes Offshore Wind Study – From the Study - “In October, 2020, the State of 
New York Public Service Commission (Commission) issued an Order requiring the 
commencement of a feasibility study of Great Lakes Wind (GLW).  In response, the 
New York GLW Feasibility Study described herein considered potential wind energy 
development in New York State waters of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario through a 
framework that balanced environmental, maritime, economic, and social issues with 
consideration of market barriers and costs…. For Lake Erie, developing a 400-MW fixed 
bottom project in NYS could support 4,100–7,900 FTE job years and generate $590 
million to $1.1 billion in GDP during the construction phase, depending on which State 
content scenario is assumed.  For Lake Ontario, a 400-MW floating wind project could 
support 6,900–10,500 FTE job years and generate $960 million to $1.5 billion in GDP, 
depending on the scenario.”   Study here  

 
 
  

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Clean%20Energy%20Standard/Important%20Orders%20Reports%20and%20Filings/Great%20Lakes%20Wind%20Feasibility%20Study


Sierra Club Report on Utility Climate Pledges – “We score utilities based 
on their plans to retire coal, not build new gas plants, and build clean energy by 2030. 
Utilities are graded on a scale of 0 to 100, earning points by committing to retire coal 
and add clean energy and losing points by adding new gas. The original report 
evaluated electric utility companies’ plans and actions as of December 2020.  This 
edition considers their plans and actions as of July1, 2022.  Because NY utilities are 
”decoupled” and not generally permitted to own power generating facilities, they are not 
listed in this report.    Thanks to Anne Rabe of NYPIRG of this tip.  Full national report 
here. 

 
 
Huge Opportunities and Huge Threats Loom for US Clean Electricity in 2023 – Jeff 
St. Johns – Canary Media –“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. 
Observers of U.S. clean energy markets might be feeling like they’re trapped in 
a Dickens remake: A Tale of Two Diverging Market Trends.  Never have the long-term 
prospects for clean energy investment been stronger — and yet, it’s been half a decade 
since U.S. clean energy deployments have been as weak as they were this year.” Read 
more here.   

 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/2022-09/sierra_club_the_dirty_truth_report_v2_2022_0.pdf
https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/2022-09/sierra_club_the_dirty_truth_report_v2_2022_0.pdf
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/huge-opportunities-and-huge-threats-loom-for-us-clean-energy-in-2023?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=240012216&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--AAsyaXKEUA5-UGSnwz5DIikHuoFnTHD1opM6NvVqKhfBrwm0fR64u0Gk4VYlUf3GuQtpL5R-iGCD5YvjQ0BnLyK3Aig&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/huge-opportunities-and-huge-threats-loom-for-us-clean-energy-in-2023?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=240012216&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--AAsyaXKEUA5-UGSnwz5DIikHuoFnTHD1opM6NvVqKhfBrwm0fR64u0Gk4VYlUf3GuQtpL5R-iGCD5YvjQ0BnLyK3Aig&utm_source=newsletter


NY State of Wind: Future Looks Breezy for Offshore – Samantha Maldonado - The 
City - South Fork Wind will have 12 offshore turbines generating electric power for East 
Hampton, Long Island by year’s end.  This is the first step in meeting the commitment, 
under the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act of 2019, of nine gigawatts 
of offshore wind power by 2035.  Three additional wind farms off Long Island’s south 
shore are scheduled to come on-line later this decade.  NYSERDA estimates that 
developing offshore wind farms will create 10,000 jobs in NYS. Plans and initial steps 
for job training, creating new operation and maintenance facilities, and repurposing 
existing facilities are underway.  Read more here.  

 
 
  

https://www.thecity.nyc/environment/2023/1/3/23536083/south-fork-wind-farm-power-long-island?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl


Turn Off the Gas, Turn on the Magnets – Bill McKibben – The Crucial Years – “I have 
been arguing for some time now that we’ve reached the point in human history where 
we should stop setting stuff on fire: coal, oil, biomass, or in this case the “natural gas” 
that’s found on cookstoves across the country…  Happily, we live at a moment when the 
problem is easily fixed. The magnetic induction cooktop, like the electric heat pump, is a 
miraculous piece of technology. It uses magnets to heat up pots and pans and cook 
your food. (Don’t ask me how). The stove doesn’t get hot (see the below of the man 
sticking his hand next to the pan of boiling water) but the food does…  And it’s cheap.  
(A link in the article)… will take you to an Amazon offer of an induction cooktop for less 
than $60.  I used this model quite happily for years (as did the thousands of other 
reviewers) until we broke down and installed a full induction cooktop.”  Read more here. 

  
 
  

https://billmckibben.substack.com/p/turn-off-the-gas?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=438146&post_id=95169083&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email


More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
 
IRS: 179D Tax Deduction Announcement – Anne S. Levin-Nussbaum, Greg M 
Benson – Mintz – “On Friday, December 23, 2022, the IRS published Announcement 
2023-1, 2023-1 IRB 1 (the “Announcement”), which sets forth a new reference standard 
for energy efficient commercial building (“EECB”) property for purposes of the 
deduction under Section 179D and clarifies the application of the existing reference 
standard following changes made by the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (“IRA”). The 
Announcement is effective January 1, 2023.  Thanks to Ralph DiNola of the National 
Building Electrification Network for this tip.  Read more here. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.mintz.com/insights-center/viewpoints/2906/2022-12-28-ira-update-irs-announces-updated-reference-standard


Contractor’s Corner 
 
Tech Manual Revised - NYS has revised their Technical Resource Manual, which 
governs calculations of energy savings, and has filed Version 10.  There are several 
revisions related to heat pumps plus weatherization that may be of particular interest.  
They've added heat pump clothes driers and induction cooktops per the stakeholder 
slides they showed in a 2022 12 13 presentation  

 
 
 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B105CA5D9-AB57-4EAF-8263-8DD8ADE4A1A9%7D
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B105CA5D9-AB57-4EAF-8263-8DD8ADE4A1A9%7D


Climate Updates: 
Video: The Storm Elliott Cyclone Bomb – John Vidal – The Guardian - This national, 
1 minute, 47 second video captures some of the danger and intensity of our soon-to-be 
“several-times-in-a-generation’’ recent storm.  It includes impressive scenes from 
Western New York, but doesn’t neglect, Seattle, Texas, and Michigan.  We’re just 
getting started folks, as greenhouse gases continue to accumulate in the atmosphere.  
Thanks to Roger Cook of the Interfaith Climate Justice Community for this tip. Video 
and article here. 

 
 
The intense national storm (Winter Storm Elliott) that crippled Western New York 
December 23rd and 24th, 2022 is exactly the type of extreme weather event scientists 
have been warning will result as the climate becomes less stable from greenhouse 
gases building in the atmosphere.  Lake Erie was degrees above its average 
temperature when    

 
  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/29/no-such-thing-freak-weather-2023-storm-elliott?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-1
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/29/no-such-thing-freak-weather-2023-storm-elliott?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-1
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/dec/29/no-such-thing-freak-weather-2023-storm-elliott?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-1


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 

 
Visit speedbump.com for more Dave Coverly cartoons. 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

https://www.speedbump.com/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

