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NYS Climate Plan Adopted – On Monday, December 19th, NY’s Climate Action 
Council adopted a Scoping Plan designed to guide the implementation of New York’s 
Climate Law that requires a 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and 
85% by 2040.   The plan was adopted by a vote of 19 to 3 with representatives from 
National Fuel Gas, the Independent Power Producers and a former National Grid 
executive voting no.  We normally print just one link with each brief, but this Plan is so 
important and there is so much to say about it that we present the following links: 

• Here's the landing page for the final plan, which has separate links to the 
Executive Summary if you don't want the full plan: 

• Press Release on the Adoption of the Scoping Plan 

• Response of Climate Action Council member Bob Howarth 

• Spectrum News 1 

• Renewable Heat Now  

• Syracuse.com   

• New Yorkers for Clean Power 

• New York Focus  

 
 
  

https://climate.ny.gov/resources/scoping-plan/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/126772.html
https://www.howarthlab.org/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2022/12/19/new-york-s-sweeping-climate-plan-moves-forward-
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JmmbAjPDD_cfs058NcbZHdBUD00vCD-MF1CQ1VleXqA/edit?urp=gmail_link
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2022/12/breaking-ny-plans-to-change-the-way-you-heat-your-home-gas-oil-propane-furnaces-to-be-phased-out.html
https://nyforcleanpower.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/NYCP-Scoping-Plan-Comments_JMetzger.pdf
https://www.nysfocus.com/2022/12/20/climate-action-council-plan-new-york/?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl


Niagara Mohawk – Back to the Future - Electrification 1.0 – Bill Nowak - Dear 
friends of ours recently moved back to Buffalo from out West.  After getting settled, they 
bought a house and renovated it to provide shelter for one of the many immigrant 
families that have been settling in WNY.  While fixing it up they found the stocking repair 
kit pictured below from an earlier time when many women wore stockings to work on a 
daily basis.  While Niagara Mohawk was undoubtably referring to electric resistance 
heat, their marketing effort is even more applicable today, when heat pumps, and 
geothermal heat pumps in particular, are so much more efficient and economical than 
the electrical resistance heating of that era. 

 
 
  



Review of NYS Clean Heat Program Filed – In the order establishing the New 
Efficiency New York (NENY) initiative, the Public Service Commission required its staff 
to prepare a mid-term review of the 4 elements of NENY, including the Energy 
Efficiency and Building Electrification portfolio.  The EE&BE report was filed on 
Tuesday, December 20th, and the Commission is currently seeking feedback on the 
report in the form of 42 questions scattered throughout the report and listed together in 
Appendix 1.  NY-GEO urges all renewable heating stakeholders to engage in this 

important process.  NY’s climate success depends on it.”.  115-page report here. 

 
 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7BB870F67B-E748-4910-BD25-C64B00652954%7D


Electrification Year in Review from Rewiring America – Jamal Lewis - Rewiring 
America and the Federal Electrification Policy Coalition – “To commemorate our 
successful year, I put together a list of our various accomplishments, engagements and 
activities this year.”  Lewis is a New Yorker who served on the Climate Action Council’s 
Energy Efficiency and Housing Advisory Panel before he started at Rewiring America.  
He’s done an impressive job as Director of Policy Partnerships & Equitable 
Electrification at Rewiring America.  The list he has produced is breath taking.  Read it if 
you want to get a bit deeper into the Holiday Spirit. 

 
Jamal Lewis, Director of Policy Partnerships & Equitable Electrification at Rewiring 

America 
 
Britain Casts Shade on Hydrogen for Heating - The UK Parliament's Science and 
Technology Committee has released a study of the role of hydrogen in achieving Net 
Zero. They conclude that "Hydrogen could play a role in domestic heating, but the 
extent of its potential is still uncertain and looks likely to be limited rather than 
widespread. We are unconvinced its deployment will prove to be economically viable by 
the time the Government has said it will determine the role of hydrogen boilers, in 
2026."  Report here.  
 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G0fTnbHZIq9Vbb0zInG4BJ81g8UEu_Kf-iv7K4MMgkQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G0fTnbHZIq9Vbb0zInG4BJ81g8UEu_Kf-iv7K4MMgkQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmsctech/99/report.html


Illinois Utility to Spend $40 Million on Plan to Rid Homes of Natural Gas – Brett 
Chase – Chicago Sun-Times - Commonwealth Edison “ComEd is moving from a pilot 
project to a larger plan to ‘decarbonize’ thousands of homes, making them energy 
efficient and more environmentally friendly…Working with Elevate and other 
organizations, ComEd is moving from a pilot program to convert 100 homes to a much 
larger-scale project with the goal of spending $40 million over the next three years. That 
plan will potentially convert thousands of homes across the Chicago area and 
elsewhere in northern Illinois.”  Tip from Peter Jensen at the National Building 
Electrification Network and Sunstone Strategies.  Full article here.  

 
  

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2022/12/14/23509594/comed-to-spend-40-million-on-plan-to-rid-homes-of-natural-gas


The Future of Heat Pumps Report from IEA – International Energy Agency – 
November 2022 - “’All the pieces are in place for the heat pump market to take off, 
reminiscent of the trajectory we have seen in other key climate technologies like solar 
PV and electric vehicles,’ said Dr Birol. ‘Heat pumps address many of policy makers’ 
most pressing concerns on energy affordability, supply security and the climate crisis. 
Policy measures are in place today, but they need to be reinforced urgently to allow 
heat pumps fulfil their significant economic and environmental potential’... Global heat 
pump sales rose by nearly 15% in 2021, double the average of the past decade, led by 
the European Union where they rose by around 35%. Sales in 2022 are set to hit record 
levels in response to the global energy crisis, especially in Europe where some 
countries are seeing sales double in the first half of 2022 compared with the same 
period last year.”  Report here. 

 
 
  

https://heatpumpingtechnologies.org/news/1/58024/?utm_campaign=HPT+Newsletter+-+December+2022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=lime-newsletter


Top Federal Official: Gas Stoves Could Be Banned in 2023 - Nara Schoenberg - 
Chicago Tribune – “Citing studies that link gas stoves to health problems, including 
asthma in children, a U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission official said his 
agency will begin a formal review process that could lead to new regulations.  “’We 
need to be talking about regulating gas stoves, whether that’s drastically improving 
emissions or banning gas stoves entirely,’ said Commissioner Richard Trumka. ‘And I 
think we ought to keep that possibility of a ban in mind, because it’s a powerful tool in 
our tool belt and it’s a real possibility here.’  The commission will begin soliciting 
information from the public in March, Trumka said, and regulation could happen in 
2023.”  Full article here. 

 
Commissioner Richard L. Trumka, Jr., U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

 
  

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-gas-stoves-potential-ban-1214-20221217-jhyl6hiwn5hkfonb35ympdoni4-story.html


CAC Member Bob Howarth’s Comments on NY’s Adopted Climate Scoping Plan – 
“Although I strongly support our final Scoping Plan, I have some disappointments. Chief 
among these is the decision to postpone the dates by which the State will move away 
from fossil fuel use …  For single family homes, for example, our final Scoping Plan 
calls for the prohibition of fossil fuels in new construction in 2025, not the 2024 specified 
in the draft plan…anyone building a new home in 2023 or 2024 using natural gas for 
heating will soon wish they had instead built a fossil-fuel-free home with heat pumps.  
Further, these costs are from the perspective of the new home owner. I have repeatedly 
urged in meetings of the Climate Action Council over the past 18 months that we 
consider the entire energy system when considering the question of heat pumps: 
ground-sourced heat pumps require far less electricity during peak winter heating times, 
meaning that encouraging their use over air-sourced pumps lessens the need for 
electricity storage and for total renewable generating capacity, which could benefit 
consumers immensely.”  Full statement here. 

 
 
  

https://www.howarthlab.org/


Lawrence, MA  Heating System Issue Sends at Least 11 to Hospital – Asher Klein – 
Boston TV 10 -“ A firefighter on the scene said at least 11 people were hospitalized.  
Lawrence police characterized the issue as a carbon monoxide leak.”  Residents initially 
thought they had suffered food poisoning.”  Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul Coons for 
this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
MA Climate Dashboard is Open – “The Massachusetts Clean Energy and Climate 
Dashboard is a public resource that provides key performance indicators relevant to the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy and Climate Plans (CECP).” Thanks to Amanda Schneck 
of WaterFurnace for this tip.  Dashboard website here. 

 

https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/lawrence-gas-leak-sends-at-least-11-to-hospital/2920977/?utm_medium=email
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-clean-energy-and-climate-metrics
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/lawrence-gas-leak-sends-at-least-11-to-hospital/2920977/?utm_medium=email
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-clean-energy-and-climate-metrics


 
The Durable, Bipartisan Effects of Emphasizing the Cost Savings of Renewable 
Energy – Gustafson et. al. – Nature Energy - “In this study, we tested different 
renewable energy messages to assess their effects on public beliefs about the benefits 
of renewable energy and support for renewable energy policies, and how long those 
effects lasted over time…Specifically, the size of these effects (from the messages) 
dropped sharply (typically by about 50%) in the first 10 days after viewing the message, 
but then leveled off with minimal further decay over the following 10 days. This is 
encouraging, because it indicates that part of these message effects are durable over 
time and do not disappear, even after a few weeks.”  Thanks to Francesca Rheannon of 
the Climate Reality Project for this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/the-durable-bipartisan-effects-of-emphasizing-the-cost-savings-of-renewable-energy/


China Heating Report to IEA – The International Energy Agency has released 2022 
slide deck reports on the state of heating technology for a number of its member 
companies.  From the summary of the China report  “Heat pump heating will play a 
more important role in achieving China's carbon emission reduction and carbon 
neutralization goals… Heat pumps have been widely used in the field of medium and 
low temperature heating such as heating and hot water supplying in buildings. 
Successful application cases show that they have good energy saving benefits. The 
focus of future work is to further improve energy efficiency and expand the number of 
applications.”  Report here. 

 
 
  

https://heatpumpingtechnologies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/member-country-report-20221121china.pdf


CA Clean Buildings Progress Report: 2022 - Kiki Velez, Merrian Borgeson – Natural 
Resource Defense Council (NRDC) - California solidified its position as a climate leader 
this year – securing more than $1 billion in the state budget for clean and healthy 
homes, establishing clean buildings targets, and eliminating outdated incentives to 
connect new properties to the gas system…The 2022 State Budget and future year 
commitments will provide $922M over four years to the CEC (California Energy 
Commission) for equitable building electrification: $622M for a low-income direct install 
program and $300M for statewide incentives.”  Blog here. 

 
  

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/kiki-velez/ca-progress-report-2022


Equitable Building Decarbonization Across the Country: 2022 - Caroline Keicher & 
Joe O'Brien-Applegate – NRDC – “…considering that the vast majority of our living and 
working takes place inside of buildings, it should come as no surprise that they are a 
crucial piece of the climate puzzle. In the United States, buildings account for nearly 40 
percent of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Fortunately, we saw growing momentum 
on equitable decarbonization in the buildings sector over the last year, at the local, 
state, and federal levels.”  This blog reviews about 20 different initiatives across the 
country.  Blog access here. 

 
 
PG&E Hands Out Home Batteries in Launch Phase of Program – Renewable 
Energy World – No cost battery systems targeted to customers at risk of utility-triggered 
power outages –“PG&E and Enphase said they anticipate expanding installations to 
‘several hundred new systems’ in 2023…The battery is comprised of three base IQ 
Battery 3 storage units, has a total usable energy capacity of 10.08 kWh and 12 
embedded grid-forming microinverters with 3.84 kW power rating.”  Full article here. 

 
 

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/caroline-keicher
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/joe-obrien-applegate
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/caroline-keicher/equitable-building-decarbonization-2022-local-state-and-federal-progress
https://www.renewableenergyworld.com/storage/pge-hands-out-batteries-to-some-customers-at-risk-of-utility-triggered-power-outages/?utm_source=rew_weekly_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022-12-21


Chart: What’s the top source of electricity in your state? - Maria Virginia Olano – 
Canary Media – “Twelve states now generate the largest share of their power from 
zero-carbon sources — wind, hydro or nuclear. The rest still rely most heavily on fossil 
fuels.”  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/chart-whats-the-top-source-of-electricity-in-your-state?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=238458170&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_70ceL7WFFZ6r8lJ1fmn9IsnKk69cNZXYokmqtOiHQAx_rV3dwJRDWXRt9qoGjDgtWkWF8aa_R2oYsdzVKEpd2S6Jthg&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/chart-whats-the-top-source-of-electricity-in-your-state?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=238458170&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_70ceL7WFFZ6r8lJ1fmn9IsnKk69cNZXYokmqtOiHQAx_rV3dwJRDWXRt9qoGjDgtWkWF8aa_R2oYsdzVKEpd2S6Jthg&utm_source=newsletter


CA: Reduced Solar Compensation for Homeowners – Emma Foehringer Merchant - 
Inside Climate News – “Solar installations are expected to decline as reduced rates for 
new solar users would extend the time necessary to earn back the cost of rooftop 
panels.  Full article here. 

 
 
2023 RHN Legislative Agenda - The Renewable Heat Now Campaign is organizing to 
win funding and policies that will get fossil fuels out of our buildings affordably and 
equitably.  The legislative package includes the All-Electric New Building Act 
(S6843c/A8431b - Kavanaugh/Gallagher) that would sunset fossil fuels in new 
construction starting January 1, 2024 .  It also includes the Gas Transition and 
Affordable Energy Act – (S8198/A9329 - Krueger/Fahey) and the Energy Efficiency, 
Equity and Jobs Act (S3126c/A3996c – Parker/Hunter).  
 
  

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/15122022/california-solar-net-metering-reduced-payments/?utm_source=InsideClimate+News&utm_campaign=87a1664bb3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_12_17_05_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-87a1664bb3-330073254
https://renewableheatnow.org/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6843#:~:text=S6843%20%2D%20Summary,2023%20unless%20certain%20circumstances%20apply.
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s8198
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S3126


Climate Updates: 
Climate Change is Driving Millions to the Precipice of a ‘Raging Food 
Catastrophe’ - Georgina Gustin – Inside Climate News – “In the Horn of Africa, a 
climate change-induced drought is exposing cracks in the global food system and 
pushing humanitarian aid to a breaking point… TORICHA, Kenya—If there’s a ring 
around the sun, it will rain.  If the gude bird sings in descending notes, the skies will 
open. If vultures gather, the showers will begin.  Everyone reads the signs, but they 
don’t mean what they used to. It’s still not raining.”    Full article here. 

 
 

  

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11122022/kenya-somalia-africa-famine-hunger-climate-change/?utm_source=InsideClimate+News&utm_campaign=87a1664bb3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_12_17_05_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-87a1664bb3-330073254


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
 

 
Visit speedbump.com for more Dave Coverly cartoons. 
 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
  

https://www.speedbump.com/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse


 


