
2022 11 19    Just In! 
 
Energy Efficient Heat Pump Technology Increases the Value Of Homes In The 
U.S. – “…in Nature Energy, a new study led by the Center for Global Sustainability 
(CGS) researchers,  examines the cost of heat pump installation in American 
households and the effect on house prices and home values. They find that heat pumps 
not only offer an energy-efficient source of electrified heating and cooling but also 
increase the value of the average home by adding on average a US$10,400–17,000 
price premium for households in nearly half of the U.S. states.  Tip from Peter Jensen at 
the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone Strategies.  Full article here. 

 
 
Climate Action Council Nov 21 Call in Day and Collage Release - On Monday, 
November 21st, NY’s Climate Action Council (CAC) will be meeting in Albany to discuss 
finalizing its Scoping Plan to meet New York’s climate goals.  The Sierra Club is 
organizing a call-in day on November 21st to Governor Hochul’s office as well as a 
social media photo collage release the same day where images of activists from across 
the state will be posted on social media and emailed to CAC members and Governor to 
“put a face to the call”.  The message is to ”make sure the scoping plan recommends 
all-electric new buildings, no new unnecessary gas-fired power plants, and doesn’t 
perpetuate the use of polluting fuels for heating homes or creating power”.  Sign in to 
take part here.   
 

 
Example of the Sierra Club collage 

 

https://cgs.umd.edu/news/energy-efficient-heat-pump-technology-increases-value-homes-us
https://www.amny.com/environment/hundreds-hearing-rules-nyc-climate-law/
https://www.amny.com/environment/hundreds-hearing-rules-nyc-climate-law/


Dandelion Energy Closes A $70M Funding Round to Scale Geothermal – Michelle 
Lewis – electrek - Dandelion Energy today (2022 11 15) announced the closure of a $70 
million B1 funding round to scale geothermal in the US, but it quietly left Vermont in the 
fall…Dandelion says it will use the capital to invest in a broader range of products 
capable of serving more customers and geographies.  It has more than tripled its 
commercial operations in 2022, and this funding will help to continue that expansion in 
retrofit and new construction markets.  The company asserts that adopting its 
geothermal system will reduce a household’s energy expenses by 47% annually, and 
that it can increase a home’s resale value by up to 7.1%...  In October, the company 
reached its 1,000th installation.”  Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul Coons for this tip.  
Full article here.  
 
NY Renews Launches Campaign for Climate Justice Funding – Marie French and 
Ry Rivard – POLITICO NY – NY Renews comprises 300 member organizations and 
was a key force in passing NY’s Climate law.  “The biggest open question on 
implementing the state’s climate law remains funding for incentives and programs to 
reduce emissions.  NY Renews is pushing a new fund at $10 billion. ‘This is our 
solution: It’s more money from the right sources to make sure that we’re facing this 
crisis with justice and equity and it’s going to invest and build on efforts to meet our 
state’s climate law mandates,’ said Katherine Nadeau, Catskill Mountainkeeper's 
Deputy Director. ‘It’s going to go on budget, it’s up to the Legislature to establish this 
fund.’  Full article here.  

 
State Assemblywoman-elect Sarahana Shrestha speaking at the NY Renews rally in 

Kingston for the Climate, Jobs, and Justice Package of state climate bills. Tony Adamis 
/ Special to the Times Union 

 

https://electrek.co/2022/11/15/dandelion-energy-70m-funding-round-geothermal-vermont/?utm_medium=email
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/weekly-new-york-new-jersey-energy/2022/11/14/ny-renews-launches-new-campaign-00066673


PSC Approves Renewable Gas Project in Cayuga County - Despite opposition from 
NY-GEO and others “The New York State Public Service Commission (Commission) 
granted approval today (2022 11 17) to Bluebird Renewable Energy, LLC, to construct, 
own and operate a renewable gas project in Cayuga County. The project will consist of 
facilities for the processing and transportation of biogas from anaerobic digesters 
located at the Aurora Ridge Dairy and Sunnyside Farm to a processing facility located 
at Sunnyside Farm.”  Clean energy advocates, have expressed appreciating for the 
benefit of collecting and using renewable natural gas (primarily methane) instead of 
allowing it to rise into the atmosphere where it’s a potent greenhouse gas.  However, 
they have stressed the importance of using it on-site instead of being transported, 
during which it will leak, and being used in ways that reinforce or increase reliance on 
fuel combustion.  PSC press release here.  NY-GEO testimony from John Rath here. 

 
John Rath, NY-GEO Director of Operations 

 
  

https://www3.dps.ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/ArticlesByCategory/FA7BFF50E09927B4852588FD005D9B2A/$File/pr22105.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B732ADE59-EF70-4A44-B04A-032023887D7F%7D


A Tale of Two Gases – Anshul Gupta and Haym Gross – New York Daily News – 
“Stamping out climate-destroying carbon pollution will involve embracing an all-electric 
future — the approach favored by almost all experts because as the electric grid 
becomes cleaner, the economy will follow suit. It’s also the most cost-effective and 
energy-efficient decarbonization pathway because electric machines consume only 
a fraction of the energy of their fuel-based counterparts.  Electric utilities 
like LIPA and Con Ed have endorsed this scenario, but the gas-heavy utilities have 
decided that hoodwinking might be a more profit-efficient pathway…Quite simply, 
hydrogen and RNG are the smoke and mirrors in the gas utilities’ plan to keep their 
customers hooked on to the profitable pipes and keep pushing fossil gas through them.”  
Full op ed here. 

 
Projecting an image onto smoke with a mirror, from Nouvelles récréations physiques et 

mathématiques (1770) – Wikipedia 
 
  

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-gases-gaslighting-20221116-462yok5q2jfsxcpotrastelroy-story.html


Connecticut Officially Ends Incentives for Gas Expansion – “The Connecticut 
Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) has released a final decision to immediately 
wind down the state’s efforts to expand gas heating, concluding that the program is not 
in the best interest of families and businesses and does not further the state’s climate 
and energy goals. Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) released the following statement 
in response.”  Thanks to Heather Deese of Dandelion Energy for this tip.  Full article 
here. 

 
 
  

https://www.clf.org/newsroom/connecticut-officially-ends-incentives-for-gas-expansion/
https://www.clf.org/newsroom/connecticut-officially-ends-incentives-for-gas-expansion/


Emissions Reduction Impact of Local Law 97 Faces Uncertainty – Ben Brachfeld – 
amNY - “Hundreds of New Yorkers (including NY-GEO Director of Operations John 
Rath) showed up to a virtual meeting held by the Department of Buildings (DOB) on 
Monday urging the agency to strengthen its proposed emissions rules for the landmark 
climate legislation Local Law 97…  Most of the dense, wonky rules concern such 
minutiae as formulas for calculating a building’s greenhouse gas emissions limits and 
energy usage, but climate advocates have sounded the alarm over one provision that 
they argue would torpedo the spirit of the law.  That provision, as written, placed no 
limits on the number of ‘renewable energy credits’ (RECs) landlords can buy to offset 
the carbon emissions generated from utility-supplied electricity. In effect, advocates 
argue that would undermine the entire law and allow big landlords to essentially buy 
their way out of decarbonizing their buildings.  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.amny.com/environment/hundreds-hearing-rules-nyc-climate-law/


US Environmental Protection Agency Introduces a New Social Cost of Carbon for 
Public Comment - Kevin Rennert and Brian C. Prest – Resources.org- “On November 
11, 2022, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed a rule to regulate 
emissions of methane from the oil and gas sector. While the proposed actions 
themselves are worthy of discussion, in this blog post, we focus exclusively on a key 
technical feature of the announcement: EPA has introduced a new approach to 
estimating the social cost of carbon (SCC) for a sensitivity case in its regulatory 
analysis”  The GIVE model, used by EPA “estimates damages for the following four key 
sectors: temperature-driven mortality, agricultural markets, energy expenditures for 
heating and cooling buildings, and coastal impacts from sea level rise.”   Thanks to John 
Ciovacco of Aztech Geothermal for this tip.  Full blog here. 

 
 
  

https://www.resources.org/common-resources/the-us-environmental-protection-agency-introduces-a-new-social-cost-of-carbon-for-public-comment/?mc_cid=33116766a8&mc_eid=5496e02089


Heat Pumps Role in Decarbonizing Industrial Processes - “To create the products 
we use and the food we eat in our everyday lives, the industrial sector produces 24% of 
the greenhouse gas emissions in the United States.  More than half of that —
approximately 13% of total U.S. emissions—comes from industry’s use of thermal 
energy. Until recently, this was the forgotten wedge of U.S. climate action.”…The 
Renewable Thermal Collaborative (RTC) has created the Renewable Thermal Vision 
Report examining six priority industrial sectors in the U.S., analyzing their thermal 
energy use by industrial process, temperature (high, medium, and low), and geography.  
Incorporating post-Inflation Reduction Act cost projections and estimates of technology 
availability, the report identifies five parallel pathways to decarbonize U.S.”  The first 
pathway listed is: “Electrify industry processes: Electrify low- and medium- temperature 
processes with cost competitive technologies such as heat pumps and electric steam 
boilers and deploy other electric resistance technologies in medium-high temperature 
processes.”  Access the report and webinar recording here. 

 
Graphic in RTC report projecting utility savings with heat pumps in industrial processes 

in most states 
  

https://www.renewablethermal.org/vision/


Senator Liz Kreuger - N.Y.’S Unfinished Business on Climate Justice – Op Ed – 
NY Daily News - 2022 11 16 – “…the CLCPA promises a better future for New York, 
that future will only materialize if we deliver the investment necessary to make it 
happen. We must live up to our commitments — and the longer we wait, the harder, and 
more expensive, it will become. The climate crisis is here, costing our state billions of 
dollars every year and threatening the lives and livelihoods of New Yorkers. Any further 
delay in acting is simply reckless and irresponsible.”  Thanks to Emma Stieglitz of 
Climate Nexus for this tip.  Full Op Ed here  

 
Pic accompanying Kreuger Op Ed on Daily News website 

 
  

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-ny-climate-business-20221116-blxhwfuecjf4nm5dhxbbjrfqei-story.html


PSC Slams NYSEG for Failing to Properly Test gas Connections - Upstate Utility 
Will Immediately Commence Sampling Gas Connections in Service Territory to Ensure 
System Safety.  NYSEG Faces a Potential Penalty of $5.1 Million for Installing Faulty 
Gas Connections - The New York State Public Service Commission (Commission) 
today approved a plan to require New York State Electric and Gas Corporation 
(NYSEG) to identify, detect, and remediate any natural gas leaks due to installation 
errors concerning certain gas connections used to provide natural gas to some 
residences and businesses. As a result of a Commission investigation, it was 
determined that NYSEG's improperly installed tapping tee caused an underground gas 
leak, which contributed to a residential fire and ultimately led to the complete destruction 
of the duplex residence located at 2592 Carmel Avenue, Brewster, Putnam County in 
February 2022.  PSC press release here. 

 
 
  

https://www3.dps.ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/ArticlesByCategory/5CF71BD3B710CD02852588FD005E9676/$File/pr22106.pdf?OpenElement


Canadian Gas Association Under Investigation For Alleged Greenwashing – 
Natasha Bulowski – Canada’s National Observer – “A prominent natural gas industry 
lobby group is being investigated by Canada’s Competition Bureau for alleged 
greenwashing one month after health-care workers raised the alarm over one of its 
advertising campaigns.  ‘This is groundbreaking,’said Dr. Melissa Lem, spokesperson 
for the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE), the group that 
filed the complaint against the Canadian Gas Association (CGA).”  Tip from Peter 
Jensen at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone Strategies.  Full 
article here. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/11/10/news/canadian-gas-association-under-investigation-alleged-greenwashing
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/11/10/news/canadian-gas-association-under-investigation-alleged-greenwashing


Costs of EV Ownership – Jeff St, John –Tenet and Treehouse are crunching the 
numbers to offer EV buyers cheaper financing and home charging equipment  “For 
example, why don’t loans take into account the federal tax credits and state and utility 
incentives you get when you buy an EV?... EVs also cost less to fuel and maintain than 
gasoline-fueled vehicles, which lowers the financial burden on their owners…Tenet’s 
unique take on EV loans bundles up all of these factors into a package that helps 
consumers by acknowledging the unique attributes of EVs.”  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electric-vehicles/startups-draw-on-data-driven-insights-to-slash-the-costs-of-ev-ownership?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=233769930&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9VMC1s0T4C1-PoBSSNi2mSLpEfkxWXWypKSvFTXgi5YvUuRG_Bo_paTBB0nIMWf5nMVHViySO0cJYiXi-v83ome8_dIQ&utm_source=newsletter


Mapped: Global Energy Prices, by Country in 2022 – Dorothy Neufeld  Advisor 
Channel – “For some countries, energy prices hit historic levels in 2022.  Gasoline, 
electricity, and natural gas prices skyrocketed as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine ruptured 
global energy supply chains. Households and businesses are facing higher energy bills 
amid extreme price volatility. Uncertainty surrounding the war looms large, and winter 
heating costs are projected to soar.  Given the global consequences of the energy 
crisis, this Markets in a Minute from New York Life Investments shows the price of 
energy for households by country.  Thanks to Irene Weiser of Fossil free Tompkins for 
this tip.  Web page here. 

 
 
  

https://advisor.visualcapitalist.com/global-energy-prices-by-country/


Why Did Californians Reject Prop 30 With Its Billions in EV Funding? – “What was 
once a popular ballot measure ultimately tanked in last week’s election. What does it 
mean for the future of electric vehicles in California?... In short: A governor broke party 
ranks, billionaires launched an opposition campaign, and a corporation with a PR 
problem turned out to be a major liability. Let’s dig in.”  Full article here. 

 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/electric-vehicles/why-did-californians-reject-prop-30-with-its-billions-in-ev-funding


More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
Requests for Information and Funding Opportunities  
Federal government agencies are seeking comment on several programs related to the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The Requests for Information (RFIs) and Notice of Intent 
for Funding Opportunity Announcement listed below may be of interest to states. RFIs 
provide an important avenue for submitting feedback and recommendations for these 
programs early on in their design. Regulations.gov offers tips for submitting effective 
comments.  

• EPA RFI: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. $5 billion for states, air pollution 
control agencies, tribes, and local governments to develop and implement strong 
climate pollution reduction strategies. Comments due January 18, 2023.  

• EPA RFI: Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. $27 billion in competitive funding for 
financial and technical assistance to enable zero-emission technologies and 
projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and other pollution, including in 
low-income and disadvantaged communities. Comments due December 5, 
2022.  

• EPA RFI: Low Emissions Electricity Program & GHG Corporate Reporting. Low 
Emissions Electricity Program includes $87 million for activities to encourage low 
emissions electricity generation through education, technical assistance, and 
partnerships with consumers, LMI and disadvantaged communities, industry, and 
state, local, and Tribal governments. Comments due January 8, 2023.  

• DOE RFI: Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas. Includes $1 billion 
over 5 years to improve resilience, safety, reliability, and availability of energy 
and resilience in rural and remote communities (under 10,000 inhabitants). 
Comments due November 28, 2022.  

• DOE: Notice of Intent to Issue Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) for 
Buildings Energy Efficient Frontiers & Innovation Technologies (BENEFIT) 2022. 
Program would support development, validation, and demonstration of novel 
building technologies and retrofit practices that have significant potential for 
equitable carbon savings and resilience through building electrification, energy 
efficiency, and demand flexibility. FOA likely to be released in December 2022.  

• Lastly, distinct from the IRA, the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
issued a Request for Applications for its Strategic Economic and Community 
Development (SECD) Funding FY 2023. Applicants are encouraged to consider 
projects that will reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to climate 
change impacts in rural communities. SECD includes several programs with 
different deadlines. Visit the SECD webpage for more information.    Thank you 
to the Clean Energy States Alliance   
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IRA Building Provisions and Implementation Recommendations - Sarah 
Spengeman - Deputy Communications Director - Energy Innovation Policy and 
Technology LLC – “I wanted to share our latest report in our IRA implementation series, 
covering the building sector provisions in the IRA...(and). recommendations for how to 
implement and fully leverage the IRA, including recommended state and local actions.  
Report here. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://energyinnovation.org/publication/implementing-the-inflation-reduction-act-a-roadmap-for-federal-and-state-buildings-policy/


Contractor’s Corner 
 
Geothermal Pre-screening Tool -  Charles C. Copeland (President/CEO, Goldman 
Copeland Associates) and Tristan Schwartzman (Director of Energy Services, Goldman 
Copeland Associates) – “As part of a broader commitment to reducing carbon 
emissions, the City of New York commissioned a pioneering online tool that has 
significantly altered the landscape for geothermal ground source energy, a vital yet 
under-utilized source of renewable energy.  The tool enables property owners to 
prescreen quickly and at no cost the potential of any property in New York City – about 
900,000 lots – for geothermal ground source energy. The tool has since been replicated 
by Westchester County”   Access the NYC Geothermal Pre-feasibility Tool here. and the 
Westchester GeoPossibilities Tool here.   

 
 
  

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/ddc/geothermal/index.html
https://geopossibilities.ny.gov/


Home Fuel Prices Up Substantially – NYSERDA Dashboard - “The Heating Fuel 
Prices Dashboard provides New York residents and businesses with objective 
information on residential retail heating fuel pricing in New York State and by region. 
The Dashboard includes current and historical residential retail price data, regional 
comparison, and fuel type comparisons for heating oil, kerosene, and propane. This 
dashboard helps keep consumers informed of residential retail heating fuel price trends 
in their area throughout the year including during critical winter months.”  Thanks to Paul 
and Joanne Coons for this tip.  Dashboard website here.   
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/researchers-and-policymakers/energy-prices/home-heating-oil/average-home-heating-oil-prices


Climate Updates: 
 
New Measure of Climate’s Toll: Disasters Are Now Common Across U.S. – 
Christopher Flavelle - New York Times – “From 2011 to the end of last year, 90 percent 
of U.S. counties have experienced a flood, hurricane, wildfire or other calamity serious 
enough to receive a federal disaster declaration, according to the report, and more than 
700 counties suffered five or more such disasters.. Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul 
Coons for this tip.  Full article here. 

 
  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/16/climate/climate-change-county-natural-disaster.html?unlocked_article_code=Y3Dko7W3uhLEzZ5GA0j72o1nMTulvEwbOfL04l2SrC62WA6ONpmsO9Q7EzEYLY1vpAAGgajy8W-m-CJ7YNz1qo9XVsyj1qzKgeI6o1XUh0RbGJ-rK-DL6-4sqDcVS56UaGyt2B8k9xGzrOo6JMCY3H-qtmFdCdYC5Khk5xMhw8vfHEB_Tp7DFcnxcbkm48YugmpGJ_oBaGlHC1F6l6JB5UXAnK3O1hnfORAoMoi3v9_OHFOqTUGYxMninnR6Q-aOH4ri3RezUbjiB-bpScw0ljv0YJOyOQP16bQrNcbMkmtCItlcAD-AW6ch_T74Ao8wQ7zwhfuhvCOWROWf5ukHaMN29I5mE7-2f_YZnNzXKoE&smid=em-share


Inconsolable Loss and Overpowering Damage – Author Bill McKibben’s Day 4 
reflections from the COP 27 Climate talks in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. – “They were 
describing their first week at the talks, and last to speak was one of the few 
representatives of the majority world in the group—in this case, a young woman from 
East Africa. And she said—and I paraphrase here—that ‘loss and damage’ was 
unbearably real to her, in the faces and bodies of the people from the Horn of Africa 
now suffering through the fifth straight dry rainy season, with a sixth on the horizon. 
They, of course, had done nothing to cause what now destroyed them and their culture-
the average Somali emits 1/300th as much carbon as the average American.  Full bog 
here. 

 
 

  

https://open.substack.com/pub/billmckibben/p/inconsolable-loss-and-overpowering?r=1r5fuj&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email
https://open.substack.com/pub/billmckibben/p/inconsolable-loss-and-overpowering?r=1r5fuj&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email


COP27: ‘Brazil is back!’ - Lula aims to protect the Amazon – Laurie Stone – Canary 
Media – “Nature took center stage at the U.N. climate conference as Brazil’s president-
elect reengaged in climate talks, Paris accord leaders called for a ‘Nature Agreement,’ 
and nature-based solutions got a bump.”  Full article here.  

 
 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
 
Visit www.climatoonist.com for more cartoons about the energy transition.  Follow 
Climatoonist on Twitter and Instagram. 
Check out http://www.leahwittenberg.com/ for more of Leah’s cartoons. 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
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http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse


 


