
2022 10 15     Just In! 
 
Municipal Officials + Public Health Leaders Push For Robust Climate Plan, 
Building Electrification - More than 20 Local Governments Have Passed Resolutions 
in Favor of Electrification, Strong Climate Action Plan - Doctors Release Statement On 
Health Harms of Burning Gas in Homes - On October 13th, National Children's 
Environmental Health Day, local elected leaders from across New York State gathered 
with health leaders and building electrification industry leaders at the State Capitol to 
urge the Climate Action Council to release a strong Climate Action Plan.  The group 
specifically pushed for full building electrification in new construction as a key step in the 
state’s path toward rapid and equitable emissions reductions. More than 20 
municipalities across the state announced they have passed resolutions in support of 
the Climate Action Plan which includes a just and equitable transition to electrifying 
homes, buildings and transportation.  The press conference also highlit a public 
statement signed by doctors, nurses and other public health professionals across New 
York State explaining the dangers of gas-burning appliances in homes, and the benefits 
of transitioning to efficient electric heating and cooking. 2 Minute video coverage of the 
press conference by News 10 here. 
 
Among statements were these:  
 
NY-GEO Executive Director Christine Hoffer said: “New York needs to move full 
speed ahead to eliminate greenhouse gases from our state’s building sector – its largest 
source of emissions. We should not be investing in gas infrastructure to accommodate 
limited and very expensive resources like hydrogen and renewable natural gas to heat 
buildings. It’s taking ratepayers down a rabbit hole and making it harder to reach our 
climate goals. The hurricane destruction recently visited on Florida and Puerto Rico 
should be ample warning that we’ve got no time to waste and need to go with proven, 
market-ready solutions.” 
 
NY-GEO Member Matthew Desmarais, Founder of Energy Catalyst Technologies - 
“We are proudly a New York based geothermal heat pump manufacturer and our 
company is early proof that the CLCPA and other New York climate legislation are 
creating new jobs and industries in-state,” The technology we've built to retrofit homes 
in the Capital Region can be exported around the country. New York's forward thinking 
climate policy will make it the center of clean energy technologies throughout the 
county.”   

https://www.news10.com/news/advocates-push-for-strong-climate-action-plan/


 
Dr. Kathy Nolan, President, Physicians for Social Responsibility NY and Matt 

Desmarais, Founder Energy Catalyst Technologies 
 

 
  



Climate Action Council Proposal Pushes Back Dates for Banning Fossil Fuels in 
New Buildings – New York’s Climate Action Council is preparing for final adoption by 
the end of the year of a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2040 and 
85% by 2050.  The Council is currently integrating about 35,000 comments from public 
hearings held this summer as well as those filed through the Council’s website.  At its 
October 14th meeting the Council heard recommendations from staff regarding several 
chapters of its Draft Scoping Plan.  These included one that moves back the date for 
banning fossil fuels in low-rise new construction from 2024 to 2025.  The edit is 
premised on fitting current code cycles, including release in 2024 of the International 
Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  No explanation was given on the impact this move 
is projected to have on cumulative greenhouse gas emissions from the extra year of 
fossil fuel construction.  Slides from the Climate Action Council meeting here. 

 
 
Sierra Club: Climate Scoping Plan Has No Room for False Solutions – In the wake 
of the September 29th Climate Action Council meeting, the Sierra Club issued a press 
release critiquing the Council’s Gas System Transition Subgroup report.  “Elements of 
the proposed pathways that rely on unproven and regressive technologies potentially 
present a major obstacle that could impact the state’s ability to meet climate change 
goals.  The inclusion of hydrogen and bio-methane or ‘renewable natural gas’ leaves 
these options on the table for the fossil fuel industry and their beneficiaries to use in the 
name of ‘decarbonizing buildings’ while citing the Scoping Plan to validate that these 
technologies are solutions to reducing GHG emissions. These fuels are not scalable or 
efficient, and can even increase pollutants like NOx compared to natural gas.”  Full 
release here.  
 
  

file:///C:/Users/billn/Downloads/2022-10-13-CAC-Meeting-Presentation.pdf
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/10/new-york-s-final-climate-action-council-scoping-plan-has-no-room-false
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2022/10/new-york-s-final-climate-action-council-scoping-plan-has-no-room-false


Environmental Advocates Offers Easy Way to Call for a Strong Climate Action 
Plan – “Tell the Governor that you want her to protect and strengthen the plan as it 
becomes final this December, that you want an end to new fossil fuel infrastructure, and 
that you want a rapid and equitable transition for workers and the communities that 
have been disproportionally impacted by climate change.”  Web page here. 

 
 
NYS Utilities File Preliminary Plans for Thermal Energy Networks - In July of this 
year Governor Hochul signed into law the Utility Thermal Energy Network and 
Jobs Act requiring all major utilities to file plans for networked geothermal pilot 
projects with the Public Service Commission (PSC).  The Utility Thermal Energy 
Network PSC Order is intended to advance broader and more scalable approaches to 
building electrification, including active engagement of regulated utilities, and to 
ultimately inform the Commission’s rulemaking decisions with respect to utility-owned 
thermal energy networks. The preliminary plans were filed on October 7th and can be 
accessed at this Department of Public Service link under the case number 22-M-0429.  
The proposals include a first pass on the budgets to build the pilots and how costs might 
be recovered. A more detailed filing is due on January 6, 2023 and will likely result in 
funding allocations to more fully design and build these pilots, largely networked 
geothermal systems, in chosen locations for each utility.  
 
Americans Run “Mini Fossil Fuel Plants” in Their Homes - Rebecca Lebe – RMI – 
“Millions of Americans are still reliant on gas combustion for their furnaces, water 
heaters, clothes dryers, fireplaces, stoves, and ovens, not realizing the pollution they 
create both indoors and outdoors because of it.  ‘Many of us are basically running mini 
fossil fuel plants,’ said Leah Stokes, a political scientist at the University of California 
Santa Barbara and senior adviser to the climate advocacy group Evergreen Action.  
There are over 200 million of these ‘mini fossil fuel plants’ throughout the country — all 
heaters, clothes dryers, and stoves that run on oil and gas, according to research from 
Rewiring America…Gas appliances have fallen through the cracks of federal regulation 
in part because the EPA sees the Clean Air Act as charging it with overseeing outdoor 
air…Outdoors, the EPA considers these pollutants hazardous to breathe; scientific 
evidence shows they’re just as, if not more, dangerous indoors.”  Full article here. 

https://p2a.co/hCI4O4g
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=22-M-0429
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2022/10/14/23393294/climate-buildings-gas-stoves-electrification


 

 
 



Denver Existing Building Decarbonization Code – The City of Denver has developed 
a detailed plan for decarbonizing its existing buildings, and on Wednesday, October 
13th, the New Buildings Institute featured the Denver plan in a webinar titled Existing 
Building Decarbonization Code: the Gamechanger We Need Right Now in the Climate 
Fight.  The slides and full recording of the webinar can be found here.    

 
 

PSC Looks at the Coming Winter, Expects Adequate Energy Supply But Higher 
Gas and Electric Bills – On Thursday 10 13, the NY Public Service Commission 
conducted its annual review on the preparedness of New York’s utilities for coming 
winter months.  The staff reported that “the State’s utilities will have adequate supplies 
of natural gas and electricity on hand to meet the demands of residential and 
commercial customers in New York State”, but also “On average, a residential electric 
customer using 600 kWh per month is expected to pay about $75 per month for supply 
this winter, up 42 percent from the same period a year ago, but the actual amount 
varies by utility.  Meanwhile, the average residential customer using 732 therms of 
natural gas can expect to pay an estimated $240 per month during the winter heating 
season (November through March), up 29 percent from the same period a year ago, but 
note that the actual amount will vary widely by region due to the weather.”  Full press 
release here.  
 
  

https://newbuildings.org/event/existing-building-decarbonization-code-the-gamechanger-we-need-right-now-in-the-climate-fight/
https://www3.dps.ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/ArticlesByCategory/E13377CFBAC36925852588DA005AE76B/$File/22094.pdf?OpenElement
https://www3.dps.ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/ArticlesByCategory/E13377CFBAC36925852588DA005AE76B/$File/22094.pdf?OpenElement


Article on Climate Stances of Gubernatorial Candidates – Samar Kurshid - Gotham 
Gazette - “In a race with many clear differences, there may be no issue on which 
Democratic Governor Kathy Hochul and Republican Congressman Lee Zeldin are 
offering more divergent visions in this year’s New York gubernatorial election than on 
climate and environmental policy.  While Hochul seeks a full term to continue 
implementation of New York’s sweeping shift to renewable energy and advance many 
policies related to environmental protection, Zeldin has been critical of many of the 
climate policies underway, has little to say about moving toward a greener grid, and 
instead wants to rollback the state’s prohibition on fracking.”  (from 2022 10 13 – City & 
State First Read)  Full article here.  

 
 
  

https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11616-hochul-zeldin-differ-vastly-climate-change-environment-energy?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl


Electric Utilities 101: A Breakdown of the Basics on US Power Providers - Alison 
Takemura – Canary Media – “Utilities and their regulators can be confusing and 
opaque. Here’s a handy introduction for people who want more clean energy in their 
community. “  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/guides-and-how-tos/power-by-people-glossary-bundle?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=229355456&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_p2p432HePqEhAzrif1AqVf4rfBBprjEWcZQ-e2p7k-kPf7EmhP-ABpliEAbZy6VZi5SwVMD4CuhnIncKTP_vKvhNCuw&utm_source=newsletter


A Brooklyn Neighborhood’s Long Fight for Green Jobs Is Paying Off – Maria 
Gallucci - Canary Media - “Maritime areas can be ‘vehicles for addressing our climate 
needs, for creating community wealth and addressing the legacy of historical harm in 
our communities,’” According to Elizabeth Yeampierre, Executive Director of the 
grassroots organization Uprose.  “That vision is about to be realized in Sunset Park.  
The 73-acre South Brooklyn Marine Terminal will soon become a hub for storing and 
assembling offshore wind turbines.  Equinor, the Norwegian energy giant, and its 
partner BP plan to build a staging ground for the sprawling wind projects they’re 
developing in the Atlantic Ocean.  The offshore wind farms will be among the first to 
appear in U.S. waters.  The Sunset Park facility will be among the first of its kind on 
U.S. shores.”  Thanks to NYSERDA President Doreen Harris for this tip.  Full article 
here. 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/just-transition/power-by-the-people-green-resilient-industrial-district-sunset-park
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/just-transition/power-by-the-people-green-resilient-industrial-district-sunset-park


Hydrogen heating: UK government at Odds with Scientists - Nikolaus J. Kurmayer - 
EURACTIV.com – “The new UK energy secretary Jacob Rees-Mogg envisions the 
use of hydrogen in heating homes, something energy experts and scientists 
strongly advise against… Jan Rosenow, director for Europe at the think-tank 
Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP), published a systematic review of 32 independent 
studies to ascertain whether heating with hydrogen has merit.  ‘All of the independent 
research on this topic comes to the same conclusion: heating with hydrogen is a lot less 
efficient and more expensive than alternatives such as heat pumps, district heating and 
solar thermal,’ he said.  While ‘using hydrogen for heating may sound attractive at first 
glance,’ Rosenow warns against betting on hydrogen for heat.  Instead, policymakers 
‘should focus on speeding up the roll-out of energy efficiency and heat pumps, 
technologies consistently identified as critical for reducing carbon emissions from 
buildings,’ he added.  Full article here. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/hydrogen-heating-uk-government-at-odds-with-scientists/


More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
 
3 Ways to Maximize the Market Impact of the New Home Energy Efficiency Tax 
Credits – from the company Sealed – This article focuses on the 25C tax credits 
available for air source heat pumps, as well as credits available for weatherization, 
which will be helpful in keeping things affordable as New York moves to phase out fossil 
fuel combustion in new construction.  Full article here.   

 
 
*2022 10 19 – Breaking Down the Inflation Reduction Act – 1:00 pm ET - “Atlas 
Public Policy, a public policy and data analysis firm.  We run a podcast called Buildings 
Hub Live, where we spotlight the changemakers and technologies moving the needle on 
building sector electrification. Our next episode, features Mark Kresowik at ACEEE and 
Alisa Petersen at RMI. Registration page here.  
 
 
  

https://sealed.com/energy-efficiency-tax-credits/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fbuildings-hub-live-breaking-down-the-inflation-reduction-act-tickets-434019031607&data=05%7C01%7Czachary.strauss%40atlaspolicy.com%7C3f2a16a413bc41a3031308daac6155c1%7C1bb48da431434031bdaeccc0407508fe%7C0%7C0%7C638011831316422182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oATa%2BpvMRm4Otrhi6y1PQTANI9K8nrwH%2FtECBPmP8DU%3D&reserved=0


Climate Updates: 
 
New Research: Billion-Dollar Disasters Are Happening Every 18 Days - It's not just 
the total number of disasters—but how often they occur—that strains the resources 
available for communities to manage risks and recover quickly.  Between 1980-2021, 
the time between billion-dollar disasters in a calendar year has dropped steadily, 
according to an analysis by Climate Central. 

• The average time between billion-dollar disasters has dropped from 82 days in 
the 1980s to 26 days in the 2010s.  

• In the last five years (2017-2021), there have been just 18 days on average 
between billion-dollar disasters.  

• During 2020, there were as little as two weeks on average between the record 
22 billion-dollar disasters that year. 

Thanks to Jasmine Graham, New York Senior Policy & Campaign Manager of the 
Building Decarbonization Coalition, for this tip.   Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.axios.com/2022/10/12/weather-climate-billion-dollar-disasters


Climate Reparations Are On The Agenda At COP27 — Whether Wealthy Nations 
Like It Or Not  - Naveena Sadasivam - Grist – “The countries most vulnerable to 
climate change claim they have lost a fifth of their wealth due to climate change-driven 
increases in temperature and inconsistent rainfall patterns over the last 20 years.  The 
result is a widespread loss of livelihood and displacement that’s only accelerating as 
temperatures rise. What’s more, these losses are primarily suffered by low- and middle-
income nations that were late to industrialize, and therefore did little to contribute to 
global warming historically. According to the World Meteorological Organization, natural 
disasters caused 2 million deaths worldwide between 1970 and 2019; more than 90 
percent were in developing countries.”   (from 2022 10 12 – City & State First Read)  
Full article here.  

 

https://grist.org/international/cop27-loss-and-damage-climate-reparations/?oref=csny_firstread_nl


Fast Emptying Ark – “A vast new study finds there are 70 percent fewer wild animals 
sharing the earth with us than there were in 1970. Read that again. And again.”  Thanks 
to author Bill McKibben for this tip.  Full article here  
 

 
 

 
  

https://billmckibben.substack.com/p/a-fast-emptying-ark
https://t.co/P9uqZfbIJ6
https://t.co/P9uqZfbIJ6
https://t.co/P9uqZfbIJ6


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 

 
Check out http://www.leahwittenberg.com/ for more of Leah’s cartoons. 

 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

http://www.leahwittenberg.com/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

