
2202 09 24  Just In! 
 
Hochul: No New State Facilities with Fossil Fuels Starting in 2024 – “Governor 
Kathy Hochul today (9/20) signed a nation-leading Executive Order to accelerate efforts 
to make State operations more sustainable.  As New York commemorates Climate 
Week, Executive Order 22 builds upon progress made by the GreenNY Council to 
continue streamlining the administration of the State's lead-by-example sustainability 
and climate directives… Governor Hochul also announced that State agencies and 
authorities, representing an estimated $50 billion in investments, have committed to 
achieve net zero in their investment portfolios by 2040.  (The order restricts) new State 
facilities that enter design and permitting starting in 2024 from using infrastructure that 
can be used for the combustion of fossil fuels.”  Press release here. 

 
 
Resources on Renter-Owner Split Incentives – Finding the right incentives to support 
electrification of rental properties is crucial to the success of NY’s climate strategy.  
Thanks to NY-GEO member Irene Weiser from Fossil Free Tompkins for compiling this 
list of resources: 
• Policy options for the split incentive: Increasing energy efficiency for low-income 

renters - City of Boulder, Colorado:  
• 8 Great Strategies to Engage Tenants on Energy Efficiency:  
• Working Together for Sustainability: RMI-BOMA Guide for Landlords and Tenants  
• Consortium for Building Energy Innovation – Creating an Energy Savings Win-Win 

for Owners and Tenants 
• Report from the Rental Housing Energy Efficiency Work Group in Minnesota 

• Massive resources at NREL’s SLOPE: State and Local Planning for Energy   
  
  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-issues-new-executive-order-during-climate-week-announcing-nation-leading
https://www.aceee.org/files/proceedings/2012/data/papers/0193-000251.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/buildings/tools/8-Great-Strategies-to-Engage-Tenants.pdf
https://rmi.org/insight/working-together-for-sustainability-the-rmi-boma-guide-for-landlords-and-tenants/
http://cbei.psu.edu/split-incentives-and-green-leases
http://cbei.psu.edu/split-incentives-and-green-leases
https://nlihc.org/resource/minnesota-housing-partnership-releases-report-energy-efficiency-proposal-highlights-racial
https://maps.nrel.gov/slope


NYS - $250 Million for Electrification Retrofits of 10,000 Multifamily Units – 
“Governor Kathy Hochul announced that The Community Preservation Corporation 
(CPC) has been chosen by New York State Homes and Community Renewal to 
administer New York State’s new Climate Friendly Homes Fund (CFHF).  The CFHF will 
provide $250 million in State funding to finance electrification retrofits in at least 10,000 
units of multifamily housing that serve disadvantaged and Low-Moderate Income (LMI) 
communities…Owners of eligible buildings may apply for funds to cover the cost of 
eligible building upgrades including electrification of heating, cooling, and water heating 
systems and additional building envelope improvements. Funds may be used for 
approved retrofit work scope items, as well as certain soft costs.”  Web page here. 

 
 
  

https://communityp.com/climate-friendly-homes-fund/


The IRA and 3rd Party Ownership for Geothermal Installations – The Inflation 
Reduction Act provides a 30%+ tax credit for commercial geothermal installations.  
Efforts are being led by the Geo Exchange Organization (GEO) to make sure this credit 
will be usable for geothermal projects where installers pay for and own the 
geoexchange loopfield.  This will allow geo systems to be installed at no upfront cost, 
eliminating one of the main barriers to geothermal adoption.  The National Association 
of State Energy Officials (NASEO)recently wrote an informative letter supporting GEO’s 
effort to Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 

 
NASEO Executive Director David Terry 

 
  

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/NASEO_Letter_to_Secretary_Yellen_-_Tax_Issue_-_91622.pdf?v=1663948856
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/NASEO_Letter_to_Secretary_Yellen_-_Tax_Issue_-_91622.pdf?v=1663948856


Letters to the Editor – from Renewable Heat Now member Anshul Gupta in the Albany 
Times Union - “For now, electricity prices are going up,… but at only about half the pace 
of fossil gas.  This trend will reverse as the planned supply of cheaper renewable 
electricity comes online.  The consumer cost of many electric heat pumps is set to 
plummet as the rebates and tax credits from the federal Inflation Reduction Act kick in.”  
Full letter here. 
And from Vicki Michela in the Albany area Daily Gazette – “Anyone who doesn’t 
want to be left holding a hot potato should make plans to get off gas and take 
advantage of the coming electrification rebates and tax credits from the Inflation 
Reduction Act.”  Full letter here. 
 
California Phases Out Gas Heaters By 2030 To Cut Smog –  “California is 
committing to a plan that will make it the first US state to phase out gas-fueled furnaces 
and water heaters in homes, a move environmentalists are betting will provide a 
template for other states.  The Golden State will ban the sale of all new natural gas-fired 
space heaters and water heating appliances by 2030, under a proposal unanimously 
approved by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) on Thursday (9/22).  “We’re 
really hopeful that this is the beginning of a domino effect and other states will follow 
California’s lead,” said Leah Louis-Prescott, a senior associate at RMI , a non-profit 
focused on the transition to clean energy.  Full article here.  Related:  Gas heaters in 
homes and buildings are ‘an underappreciated driver of unhealthy air quality in 
California cities,’ according to a report out Tuesday.  The appliances generate about 
four times as much nitrogen oxide pollution as California’s electric utilities and 
approximately two-thirds as much as its light-duty passenger cars, (according to) the 
report from environmental groups Sierra Club and RMI and public policy think tank the 
San Francisco Bay Area Planning and Urban Research Association.  The report came 
out just ahead of the CARB meeting referenced above. 

 
 

https://www.pressreader.com/usa/albany-times-union/20220917/281844352488949
https://dailygazette.com/2022/09/18/letters-to-the-editor-sunday-sep-18/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/california-moves-ban-natural-gas-235111674.html
https://www.spur.org/publications/policy-brief/2022-09-20/gas-appliances-and-smog-californias-hidden-air-pollution


 
NYSERDA’s Donovan Gordon – 1 Million Heat pumps by 2030 – Donovan Gordon is 
NYSERDA’s Director of Clean Heating and Cooling.  He recently appeared on The 
Driller podcast with host Brock Yordy. “Gordon makes a compelling case for more 
geothermal drillers — fast. The state has ambitious plans to install a million heat pumps 
by 2030.   ‘Drilling industry, what can we do to attract you?’ Gordon asks. ‘What would 
make you come to New York because we want you here, we need you here and we see 
this as a great opportunity for you to make money.’  Full podcast here. 

 
 

A Game-Changing Model Code for Existing Buildings - New Buildings Institute (NBI) 
– “The Existing Buildings Decarbonization Code is an overlay to the 2021 International 
Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and covers residential and commercial retrofits…For 
existing buildings, every replacement should be treated as an opportunity to reduce 
energy use and carbon emissions by optimizing systems and electrifying equipment.  
The code provisions in the overlay have been crafted to match reasonable and effective 
decarbonization strategies with replacement events.”  Thanks to Ralph DiNola from NBI 
for this tip.   Full release and link to the code here. 

 

https://www.thedriller.com/articles/92565-new-yorks-ambitious-goal-1m-heat-pumps-by-2030
https://newbuildings.org/news/a-game-changing-model-code-for-existing-buildings-gives-jurisdictions-a-path-to-eliminate-carbon-emissions-in-the-current-building-stock/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=226637990&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1bIZx3Z6gvXN3-eKt6sQWYRHImu9EtItcz9MA_FLQAm-3J6WDw_l4YMjVNjRVhcUCJJvnIJueYYdk1D8yot2ugeJ5UQ&utm_content=226637990&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.thedriller.com/articles/92565-new-yorks-ambitious-goal-1m-heat-pumps-by-2030


345 Hudson Project Employs Thermal Networking – Building Energy Exchange 
“With a bold plan that imports expertise from a highly efficient Nordic model, Hudson 
Square Properties (HSP) is looking to fully decarbonize their commercial building 
portfolio. The plan is efficient with capital as well as energy, relying on phasing tied to 
traditional leasing cycles and limiting cost increases.  …345 Hudson project (is) a 
carefully phased building retrofit that deploys thermal networking—novel to the US 
market, but vetted across decades in other regions—to drastically reduce energy 
demand and carbon emissions.  Hudson Square Properties is among the first cohort of 
real estate partners convened by NYSERDA's Empire Building Challenge, a public-
private partnership with leading real estate owners, alongside solutions providers across 
the globe, to bring innovative and scalable low-carbon retrofit approaches to the New 
York market.”  Website here.   

 

https://be-exchange.org/high-rise-low-carbon-series/


Sierra Club President’s OpEd on the NY Climate Action Scoping Plan – City Limits 
has published an opinion piece by National Sierra Club President Ramon Cruz urging 
the Climate Action Council not to waver in adopting a strong plan.  “The Climate Action 
Council Scoping Plan for New York must not allow for new or repowered gas power 
plants that pollute our air and endanger community health.  Additionally, the final plan 
must set a 2024 deadline for all electric new building construction and a similar 2027 
deadline for bigger buildings.”  Thanks to Allison Considine for this tip.  Read the letter 
here. 

 
Sierra Club President Ramon Cruz 

New law will study urban heat islands in New York 
New Law Will Study Heat Islands in New York – Nick Reisman – STATE of Politics - 
Urban areas that face disproportionate heat conditions will be studied by state 
environmental officials under a measure signed Friday by Gov. Kathy Hochul.  The new 
law will assess the effects of so-called urban heat islands in low-income and 
disadvantaged neighborhoods of New York state.   These communities often lack trees 
or potential ways of reducing heat through air conditioning or pools. Urban heat islands 
are only expected to get worse amid the effects of climate change.  (from 2022 09 12 – 
City & State First Read)  Full article here.  

 

https://citylimits.org/2022/09/22/opinion-ny-needs-a-bold-climate-action-plan/
https://citylimits.org/2022/09/22/opinion-ny-needs-a-bold-climate-action-plan/
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/09/23/new-law-will-study-urban-heat-islands-in-new-york?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl


 
Once a Minute a Home Gets Hooked on Methane – Caleb Heeringa, Campaign 
Director – Gas Leaks - Sharing a series of Gas Leaks infographics highlighting the gas 
industry's rapid rate of expansion in the building sector.  The American Gas Association 
brags about hooking a new home up to gas once every minute, which puts our climate 
goals further and further away given that biogas and hydrogen aren't viable alternatives 
to methane gas. 

 
 
Air Pollutant Concentrations in Interstate Pipelines – Physicians, Scientists and 
Engineers for Healthy Energy (PSE) – “This is the first study to demonstrate that routine 
releases and loss of containment events in the natural gas transmission sector could 
cause exposures to health-damaging air pollutants. These findings add a new 
dimension to the significant body of evidence showing that gas leaks are a significant 
source of climate-forcing methane emissions. Actions to mitigate natural gas leaks can 
simultaneously reduce climate impacts and lower the risk of exposure to hazardous air 
pollutants including toxic and/or carcinogenic volatile organic compounds, hydrogen 
sulfide, radon, and mercury.”  Web page  here. 

 
 

https://www.gasleaks.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kqCtlaZQHDR4bnhHJ0nz1LGSqiGpRtQh
https://bythenumbers.aga.org/
https://www.gasleaks.org/hydrogen-biogas-more-gas-industry-hot-air/
https://www.psehealthyenergy.org/our-work/publications/archive/hazardous-air-pollutant-concentrations-in-interstate-pipelines/


 law will study urban heat islands in New York 
New law will study urban heat islands in New York 
US Installs Record Solar Capacity as Prices Keep Falling - John Timmer – Ars 
Technica – “This week, the US Department of Energy's Berkeley Lab released its 
annual analysis of solar energy in the US. It found that nearly half the generating 
capacity was installed in the US during 2021 and is poised to dominate future installs. 
That's in part because costs have dropped by more than 75 percent since 2010; it's now 
often cheaper to build and operate a solar plant than it is to simply buy fuel for an 
existing natural gas plant.  The analysis was performed before the passage of the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which contains many incentives and tax breaks that should 
expand solar's advantages in the coming years.”  Thanks to Cornell Scientist Robert 
Howarth for this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://arstechnica.com/science/2022/09/us-installs-record-solar-capacity-as-prices-keep-falling/


Heart Aerospace Unveils New Electric Hybrid Aircraft - Battery technology has 
improved enough that short-range commercial planes are starting to make sense…Air 
Canada announced that it invested in Heart Aerospace, an electric airplane startup, and 
it is ordering 30 units of a new version of its first electric aircraft…The new airplane 
design, called the ES-30, is a regional electric airplane with a capacity of 30 passengers 
and it replaces the company’s earlier 19-seat design…the larger 30-passenger aircraft 
will have a much shorter all-electric range of 125 miles (200 km), but it will have a 
reserve-hybrid configuration, consisting of two turbo generators, to get the original 250 
miles (400 km) range and the reserve energy requirements.”  Full article here.   

 
 
CO2-To-Vodka Startup Air Company Aims Higher with Aviation Fuel – Maria 
Gallucci – Canary Media – “The startup Air Company first made a splash three years 
ago by distilling vodka using captured carbon dioxide.  At a converted nightclub in 
Brooklyn, New York, the company built a maze of tubes and tanks to turn the 
greenhouse gas into spirits — no grains or potatoes required.  Since then, Air Company 
has tweaked its technology to produce another coveted, crystal-clear liquid: sustainable 
aviation fuel.  Full article here. 

  

https://electrek.co/2022/09/16/air-canada-invests-heart-aerospace-orders-updated-versions-electric-airplane/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/air-travel/co2-to-vodka-startup-air-company-aims-higher-with-aviation-fuel?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=227052079&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_qVfm4BRMxcOn73-W3olnGew69syug8GbH0tbNVI5QbVYq1LKyprwQHyKxj0U3EluXcVE9ffrBuGVfNrHjGtZXwjjR3w&utm_source=newsletter


More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
 
New Free Course: Inflation Reduction Act: Energy Storage and Solar Tax Credits 
– Brit Heller - Heat Spring – While focused on solar and storage provisions, this class 
might be quite relevant to geo installers as solar and geo are covered under many of the 
same sections of the act.  “The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022 was signed into 
law on August 16th, 2022, providing a historic $369 billion of clean energy and climate 
investments over the next 10 years. The expert team at Energy Toolbase has been 
diving deep into the energy storage and solar tax provisions within the bill, to 
understand how these tax credits will affect the economics of different types of projects 
and which markets are poised to see increased growth as a result.  While there have 
been tons of summary webinars out there about the IRA, this free course is intended to 
provide solar and energy storage developers with actionable short- and long-term steps 
to fully capitalize on this historic legislation.”  The course appears to be 1 hour and 6 
minutes long. 
 
  

https://www.heatspring.com/courses/inflation-reduction-act-ira-energy-storage-solar-tax-credits


 
Contractor’s Corner 
 
Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #16 – the finale - Bill Martin is the President of 
California GEO.  He has put together a series of colorful one-page primers on various 
aspects of geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ve been providing links to the 16 part 
series and this week’s edition focuses on Results of Low Cost Performance w/Geo & 
Solar 

 
 
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Results-of-Low-Cost-Performance-w-Geo---Solar.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=MbCgSM74Lhc
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Results-of-Low-Cost-Performance-w-Geo---Solar.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=MbCgSM74Lhc


Climate Updates: 
Solar Is Lifeline in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Fiona Knocks Out Power – “New 
rooftop solar projects in Puerto Rico are being put to the test by the severe storm, which 
hit the U.S. territory nearly five years after Hurricane Maria…Roughly 50,000 rooftop 
solar arrays have been installed across the island, the vast majority of which are hooked 
to battery backup systems.  A year before Maria, only about 5,000 solar systems were 
in place, and few of them had batteries.  Now Fiona is putting these recently installed 
systems to the test.”  Full article here. 

 
400+ Scientists, Health Providers Implore Schumer, Pelosi to Ditch Manchin Deal 
– Jessica Corbett – Common Dreams – “More than 400 scientists and health 
professionals on Thursday (9/22) demanded top Democrats in Congress block Sen. Joe 
Manchin's federal permitting legislation that would fast-track more fossil fuel projects, 
exacerbating the climate emergency.  ‘We cannot sit by idly and watch our government 
advance policies that will quite literally fan the flames of the climate crisis, which is 
already threatening humanity.’  The letter was spearheaded by Sandra Steingraber of 
the Science and Environmental Health Network and circulated with help from the 
advocacy group Food & Water Watch." Full article here. 

  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/solar/solar-offers-lifeline-in-puerto-rico-after-fiona-knocks-out-power?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=226610018&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9H53oaoozk9hD8K_VZ3r8hyzkpmJZUQzZgJeeyy5Ps6zwyncEnW4L909781SLHUqx6wvWLrmjR9ZGN-9bBtr1tPL-9CA&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/09/22/find-courage-400-scientists-health-providers-implore-schumer-pelosi-ditch-manchin


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 

 
Check out http://www.leahwittenberg.com/ for more of Leah’s cartoons. 

 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

http://www.leahwittenberg.com/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

