
2022 09 10    Just In! 
 
 
Con Edison to Restart Incentives – At a September 8th stakeholder session of the 
Utility Joint Management Committee (JMC), Con Edison announced they will restart 
incentives for larger “custom” geothermal installations, as well as air source heat pump 
installations, with a target date of January 1st, 2023 following an August Public Service 
Commission decision to provide some funding for these incentive programs.  
Residential geo installations have continued to receive incentives, although they will 
now be capped at $50,000 per project.  The Commission approved $518 million in 
funding transfers, which will likely primarily go to projects whose applications are 
already in the Con Edison pipeline.  The Commission also approved $10 million per 
month in new funding for the programs, which had been receiving applications at an 
estimated clip of $25 Million per month, indicating that incentive levels will need to be 
scaled back.   
 
Con Ed will be holding listening sessions with small groups of stakeholders over the 
next month to get feedback on final aspects of the restart which may include reducing 
incentive levels, allocating portions of the $10 million to different program sectors, and 
requiring ASHP and GSHP installations to be designed to meet 100% of heating 
demand.   The schedule for the listening sessions is below, along with contact 
information to signing up.  
 
The JMC also announced “GSHP startup/design document requirements will be clarified 
in a forthcoming communication.”  It was announced that the meeting slide deck would 
be posted here, although it is not up yet as of the early morning of September 10th.   
 

 

https://saveenergy.ny.gov/NYScleanheat/resources/
https://saveenergy.ny.gov/NYScleanheat/resources/


 

 
 
GSHP Designer/Installer Seeks HVAC Talent – “The Geothermal Group LLC, an 
expanding geothermal systems designer/installer, needs top HVAC talent to keep up 
with soaring demand in the residential market.  The company needs duct 
designers/installers experienced working with heat pump, hydroaire and/or central air 
ducting systems.  Our geo projects are budgeted at the top of the market, our systems 
work to specs and we have an army of references.  www.geothermalgroup.com.  
Inquiries to geopro@geothermalgroup.com.“ 
 
  

http://www.geothermalgroup.com/


Environmental Leaders of Color Teach Students About Clean Energy and Climate 
Change – NY-GEO member Comrie Enterprises, LLC was the key organizer of an 
Environmental Leaders of Color program that recently took over one hundred students 
from Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, Yonkers, and Port Chester through a  six-week 
educational program culminating in a showcase of their final projects and a graduation 
ceremony at the Yonkers Waterfront Library on August 12, 2022  “It is essential that 
members of all communities understand climate change and its impact on our 
communities.  Allowing our children to approach climate change and destruction from a 
solution-based perspective gives us hope for the future,” says Dr. Diana Williams, 
ELOC’s cofounder, and President of Comrie.   Full article here.  Click on the home 
page of the website to see more pictures from the sessions. 

 
 
Resolution Supporting the Climate Action Council Plan – The NYS Climate Action 
Council is working to refine and adopt their final scoping plan to reduce New York’s 
climate emissions by 85% by 2050.  The final plan is due to be adopted by January 1, 
2023, and the draft plan includes strong support for electrification of New York’s heating 
and transportation sectors.  The Renewable Heat Now Campaign has developed a draft 
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resolution for local governments wishing to support the scoping plan.  Fossil fuel 
interests are mounting a strong effort to derail some of the plan’s key provisions and 
support from local governments could be key to the adoption of an effective final 
scoping plan to guide New York’s Climate efforts.  Those wishing to work with local 
governments to adopt a support resolution are urged to contact Renee Vogelsang at 
reneevogelsang@gmail.com. 

 
'Vast' Methane Leak at Pemex Oil Field in Mexico - Stefanie Eschenbacher – 
Reuters - – “Satellites recorded another large methane leak at an offshore platform 
belonging to Mexico's Pemex in August, according to… Itziar Irakulis-Loitxate, a 
scientist from the Polytechnic University of Valencia.  During these days, some 44,064 
tons of methane were released into the atmosphere from the Zaap oil field in another 
"ultraemission", Irakulis-Loitxate estimated.  This is equivalent to 3.7 million tons of 
CO2…the direct release of methane on this scale is unusual and environmentally 
catastrophic, experts said.  Releasing natural gas directly into the atmosphere, or 
venting, is illegal under Mexico's hydrocarbon law; it is only permitted when done for 
security reasons…’In December, the flaring shut down, and they were venting gas 
almost constantly for 17 days,’ (Irakulis-Loitxate) said. ‘This time, however, they have 
been venting and flaring gas intermittently during the whole month.’ " Full article here. 

 
The logo of Mexican petroleum company Pemex is seen at a gas station in Mexico City 
August 28, 2014. REUTERS/Edgard Garrido 
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Who Will Pay for Stranded Gas Infrastructure? – Sarah Shemkus – Energy News 
Network via Canary Media – “As some cities and towns across the U.S. prepare to ban 
new residential fossil fuel systems, advocates say now is the time to create a long-term 
strategy to make sure lower-income residents aren’t left to pay for a sprawling and 
aging natural gas system they can’t afford to opt out of…’If we don’t start planning now, 
if we’re not thinking long-term as we start these steps, then we aren’t going to do it in 
the smartest way…[or] the cheapest way.’ ”  noted Dale Bryck, former NYS Deputy 
Secretary for Energy and Environment from 2019-2020 and current Senior Attorney and 
Director of State & Regional Climate Policies at the Harvard Law School Environmental 
and Energy Law Program.  This article focuses on the issue in a Massachusetts 
context.  New York has initiated a Gas Planning Proceeding which should be 
addressing this issue, and in the last legislative session Sen. Liz Kreuger and Assembly 
Member Pat Fahy had introduced the Gas Transition and Affordable Energy Act – 
(S8198/A9329) which was designed to address the issue.  That bill didn’t advance out 
of Committee consideration in the Legislature. Full article here.  

 
 
  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s8198
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Women Hold Less Than a Third of Jobs in Wind and Solar Power – Maria Virginia 
Olano – Canary Media – “A staggering 70% of the U.S. workforce for wind and solar 
electricity generation is male — even worse than the gender gap in coal and gas power 
generation… In a 2019 report, the International Renewable Energy Agency found that 
there’s a significant gender gap in clean energy employment worldwide. Only 32% of 
the global renewable energy workforce was female in 2018. Women were especially 
underrepresented in renewables jobs related to science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM), holding only 28 percent of those roles.   Full article here. 
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More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
 
Geo in the IRA – On September 7th, RMI, Rewiring America, Sierra Club, NRDC, 
Earthjustice, National Housing Trust, Dandelion Energy and others presented in an 
excellent webinar on the IRA and Buildings.  NY-GEO Bard Member Heather Deese of 
Dandelion Energy presented this helpful summary graphic on the IRA provisions related 
to GSHP.  If we find a recording of this webinar we’ll post it in a future edition. 

 
 
  



Contractor’s Corner 
 
Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #14 - Bill Martin is the President of California GEO.  
He has put together a series of colorful one-page primers on various aspects of 
geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ve been providing links to the 16 part series and 
this week’s edition focuses on Geo Heat Pump Efficiency in Commercial and 
Residential Projects 

 
 
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Geo-Heat-Pump-Efficiency-in-Commercial-and-Residential-Projects.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=z4qxRqkC1hQ
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Climate Updates: 
 
‘Heatflation’ Hits the Farmers Market - Colin Kinniburgh – NY Focus – “This 
summer’s heat and drought have driven New York farmers’ input costs up and their 
yields down, straining their finances and further pushing up food prices…Rick Osofsky 
is sick of hearing about the beautiful weather. The owner of Ronnybrook Farm Dairy, 
Osofksy has spent the summer listening to news anchor after news anchor touting the 
nonstop sunshine just as it’s been torching his business.  Cows ‘ate the heat,’ Osofsky 
said.  They normally stay outside at pasture much of the year, but they’ve lately had to 
spend most of their time in the barn, with extra fans and sprinklers to keep them cool.  
The few bouts of rain that have come through the area lately have done little to change 
the situation, Osofsky said, because it’s too late in the season. ‘There’s nothing that rain 
is going to do now to change the crop production that we’ve had. Nothing.’ ”  Thanks to 
Anne Rabe from NYPIRG for this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.nysfocus.com/2022/09/06/drought-farmers-agriculture-inflation/


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 

 
Check out http://www.leahwittenberg.com/ for more of Leah’s cartoons. 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

http://www.leahwittenberg.com/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

