
2022 08 13    Just In! 
 
Biden Pledges to Sign IRA - From the President’s Twitter Account - "And while I plan 
to sign the Inflation Reduction Act into law next week, on September 6 we will hold a 
celebration at the White House in honor of this historic legislation…"  The Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022 was passed by the U.S. House yesterday, August 12th, five days 
after it was approved by the U.S. Senate.  Every Democrat in Congress voted yes; no 
Republicans did.   

 
 
  



NY Well Positioned - Statement from New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation Commissioner and Climate Action Council Co-Chair Basil Seggos – “The 
passage of the Inflation Reduction Act is nothing short of a historic and monumental 
achievement for America's battle against climate change, and it could not come at a 
more pivotal moment in our nation's history. I commend Senator Schumer, Senator 
Gillibrand, Speaker Pelosi, New York's Congressional delegation, and all members of 
Congress who worked tirelessly to get this done. This level of investment in climate is 
simply unprecedented and will enable President Biden to fulfill his bold vision for 
American leadership to address this crisis and opportunity. Importantly, the Act is a 
major boost for New York's leading climate efforts and will ensure all states and 
localities can help galvanize the clean energy economy. New York is extraordinarily well 
positioned to fast track these initiatives that will reduce the costs and burdens on energy 
consumers, secure protections and opportunities for disadvantaged communities, 
provide inflation relief to Americans and New Yorkers, all while reducing the nation's 
deficit. We look forward to working with President Biden and our partner states to 
advance these programs and continue to ensure a cleaner, greener environment for the 
future of our planet.” 

 
 
  



Inflation Reduction Act Would Spur 42% US Carbon Emissions Cut By 2030: 
Princeton-Led Study – Ethan Howard – Utility Dive – “Measures in the bill aimed at 
increasing oil and natural gas production would increase carbon emissions by about 50 
MMT in 2030, compared with 870 MMT to 1,150 MMT of overall greenhouse gas 
reductions in the same year, according to Energy innovation analysts.  The bill would 
create at least 1.4 million jobs in 2030, and the reduction of air pollution that would 
result from more green energy could avoid more than 3,600 deaths that year, Energy 
Innovation said, noting the avoided deaths and public health benefits disproportionately 
benefit low-income communities of color.”  Full article here. 

 
  

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/inflation-reduction-act-carbon-greenhouse-emissions-princeton/628849/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-08-10%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:43745%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management


Voters Support Climate Bill, Including Majority of Republicans - Maria Virginia 
Olano – Canary Media - A poll of likely voters finds overwhelming support for the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which includes big investments in clean energy and good jobs.  
Full article here. 

 
One Hour Recoding on the IRA and Project Financing from Norton Rose Fulbright 
- Keith Martin, David Burton and Hilary Lefko have a lively discussion about how the 
Inflation Reduction Act will affect deals. Some parts of it are retroactive to the start of 
2022. Other parts apply only to projects that are placed in service after this year. It will 
affect the tax equity market. It will affect construction and equipment procurement 
contracts.  Listen to the episode here,. 

 
 

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/politics/chart-most-voters-support-climate-bill-including-majority-of-republicans?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=222110200&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_W95mGrlTndjQ2qmJOJqPX0p5T3u20gytQErGATDiIQqmBIYTaDnXiKlC9VEZR4yJcRcdWu_gwWdyJ2Uv0jcy8VDUuIw&utm_source=newsletter
https://sites-nortonrosefulbright.vuturevx.com/e/wemx9vldcvxw/beb94cca-adbf-4b79-8894-7b41a584c2f1
https://sites-nortonrosefulbright.vuturevx.com/e/wemx9vldcvxw/beb94cca-adbf-4b79-8894-7b41a584c2f1


Con Ed Clean Heat Funding Restored by PSC – NYS Public Service Commission 
Press Release – “The New York State Public Service Commission (Commission) today 
approved Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.’s (Con Edison) request to 
transfer previously collected and unspent funds as well as future authorized electric 
energy efficiency budgets to support the continuation of its popular Clean Heat program. 
In addition, the Commission made other modifications to the program, including 
reallocating an additional $100 million into the program and approving a continuity 
funding mechanism. Combined, today’s decision will result in $518 million in funding 
being made available for the company to continue processing applications and will allow 
for up to $10 million per month of additional funding to continue operating the program.”  
Con Edison had requested $32 Million per month.  Six of the seven Commissioners 
voted in favor of the Commission Order.  Commissioner Diane Berman voted “concur”.  
The order noted “In general, all commenters support the continuation of Con Edison’s 
Clean Heat Program and recommend that the Commission act expeditiously to resume 
the program.” It cited comments from NY-GEO and listed 2 pages of commenting 
organizations.  

 
 
  

https://www3.dps.ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/41D1BC1D7EF5F00C8525889B005A885F/$File/pr22076.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B267796F3-9497-44C6-911C-BCDE7790508E%7D


Geothermal Heating and Cooling: Renewable Energy’s Hidden Gem - From rural 
campuses to corporate offices, ‘geo-exchange’ opens new path to clean energy frontier.  
Phillip Warburg – Yale Climate Connections – “Often described as a giant tower of 
Jenga blocks, Boston University’s Center for Computing and Data Sciences shows no 
outward signs of leading the race to sustainable energy design…What makes this 
building unique lies deep underground, where water circulating through 31 geothermal 
boreholes will supply 90 percent of its heating and cooling needs when the building 
opens, as scheduled for later this year.”  This article goes on to describe several other 
interesting projects.  Thanks to Ryan Dougherty, E.D. of the Geo-Exchange 
Organization for this tip. 
 

 
 
  

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2022/08/geothermal-heating-and-cooling-renewable-energys-hidden-gem/


Utilities File Data on the Cost of the 100 Foot Gas Infrastructure Subsidy – In April 
of 2020, as the Public Service Commission began its Gas Planning Proceeding, NY-
GEO filed item #3 in the proceeding - a request the Commission require utilities to 
provide accurate and “apples to apples” data on the cost of “the 100 foot rule”.  Under 
this rule, customers requesting gas service are provided infrastructure connecting their 
building to the gas system at no cost to them, paid for by the rate payers of the utility.  
NY-GEO’s 53-page request documented what was then available from public records 
regarding this subsidy, which had been designed to expand gas use back when state 
policy viewed gas as environmentally beneficial.  On August 10th, New York’s Joint 
Utilities filed its report on Costs of Extending Service to New Customers.  Several 
organizations and analysts have begun crunching the data.  Future editions of Just In! 
will detail the results.  Below is the residential portion of Con Edison’s table from the 
report. 

 
 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bD1461A00-B8B8-4A04-B2F4-A1CB60CE1748%7d
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b206841A4-39F0-4201-87CD-B585F9C2403A%7d


America’s Heat-Pump Market Has a Sugar-Crash Problem - Incentive programs for 
heat pumps offer big consumer rebates that cause demand to spike, then run out of 
money and cause demand to plummet. Here’s a fix – Nate Kinsey – Canary Media – 
“One Monday morning this past May, heat-pump contractors, customers and supporters 
in and around New York City awoke to discover that one of their major rebate programs 
was about to disappear. For the previous eight months, customers had been upgrading 
to heat pumps in droves, enticed by utility Con Edison’s generous Clean Heat rebate 
program, offered to anyone who installed a heat pump and hit the off-switch on their 
existing fossil fuel–based heating system. Demand for the program was so high that 
Con Edison blew through its entire six-year program budget in two years, which forced 
the program to grind to a halt.  Whoops.”   .Full article here 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/heat-pumps/americas-heat-pump-market-has-a-sugar-crash-problem?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=222372111&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_pvv5DulN_cWC_9pCLZAJHtqd7PpIhbCohCUceUvrS-BX0RRtu23AxPtzIApKTJOhmyytTnSJy2qvfuMY33x5X7Q4cJg&utm_source=newsletter


How Local Governments and Communities Are Taking Action to Get Fossil Fuels 
Out of Buildings - Leah Louis-Prescott,  Rachel Golden – RMI Blog –“Across the 
United States, 80 cities and counties have adopted policies that require or encourage 
the move off fossil fuels to all-electric homes and buildings. As of August 2022, nearly 
28 million people across 11 states live in a jurisdiction where local policies favor fossil 
fuel-free, healthy buildings. And the momentum behind these policies keeps building — 
dozens more local governments have strong commitments to decarbonize their 
buildings stock, which will soon become formal policy.”  Article describes several 
examples with links.  Full article here. 
 

 
 
  

https://rmi.org/taking-action-to-get-fossil-fuels-out-of-buildings/?utm_campaign=organic&utm_content=1660072906&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter


Why Crucial Climate Bills Have Stalled in Liberal New York - Despite The 
Deepening Crisis - by Rosemary Misdary – Gothamist – “New York has some of the 
strongest climate laws in the country. But when the state Legislature ended its most 
recent session in early June, some essential bills — ones needed to meet 
environmental mandates — were left out in the cold.  The starkest example is the All-
Electric Buildings Act.  …sponsored by State Sen. Brian Kavanagh and 
Assemblymember Emily Gallagher, would prohibit infrastructure, building systems or 
equipment used for the combustion of fossil fuels in the construction of any new building 
statewide. But it didn’t even make it to the floor of the State Senate and Assembly this 
year.” Thanks to Brynn Fuller-Becker of New Yorkers for Clean Power for this tip  Full 
article here. 
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https://gothamist.com/news/new-york-state-lawmakers-on-why-some-big-climate-bills-have-stalled-despite-the-deepening-crisis
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US Launches Initiative to Modernize Building Codes - New Building Codes Initiative 
will boost resilience to the impacts of climate change, lower utility bills for homes and 
businesses, and prioritize underserved communities – White House Press release – 
“Modern building codes and standards provide a range of smart design and construction 
methods that save lives, reduce property damage, and lower utility bills.  modernized 
energy codes can save households an average of $162 dollars each year on utility bills, 
which is especially significant in reducing energy burden for low-income households. 
Unfortunately, nearly two out of every three communities in the U.S. have not adopted 
the latest building codes and, as a result, are vulnerable to climate impacts and higher 
energy costs.  The announcement includes a Lead by Example section noting how the 
federal initiatives will integrate the codes for government buildings and funding 
programs.  Full release here. 

 
 
Washington State Considering Extending Heat Pump Requirement for New Builds 
to Residential Sector – Kip Hill – The Spokesman-Review- “The Washington State 
Building Codes Council – after pushing to make heat pump installation mandatory in 
new commercial construction – has before it a proposal to require the same in new 
homes built in 2023 and beyond, with some exceptions. The panel took a vote at the 
end of June forwarding the proposal to a public hearing that will take place later this 
fall.”  Thank you to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/06/01/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-launches-initiative-to-modernize-building-codes-improve-climate-resilience-and-reduce-energy-costs/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2022/aug/07/heat-pumps-coming-to-a-home-near-you-washington-bu/


California Rolls Out Submetering Technology To Spur EV Adoption - Kavya 
Balaraman – Utility Dive – “California regulators last week approved first-of-their-kind 
protocols on submetering technology, which would essentially allow EV owners to 
measure their vehicles’ energy consumption separately from their main utility 
meter….removing a key barrier to EV adoption across the state.”  Full article and link to 
the decision here 
 
European Heat Pump Incentives – NetZero Pathfinders web page – This page 
contains some interesting heat pump data.  “France includes heat pumps in its energy-
efficiency program.  The level of the subsidy makes air-source heat pumps a cheaper 
option for households than natural gas and oil in terms of both upfront costs and from a 
total-cost-of-ownership perspective.  Italy offered energy-saving grants before 
introducing its latest subsidy – ‘Superbonus’ – which grants households a 110% tax 
rebate on the purchase price of a low-carbon heating unit.”  Web page here. 
2 graphics from the webpage: 

 

 
 
  

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/california-puc-ev-electric-vehicle-submetering/629043/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-08-10%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:43745%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/california-puc-ev-electric-vehicle-submetering/629043/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-08-10%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:43745%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management
https://www.bloomberg.com/netzeropathfinders/best-practices/heat-pump-incentives/


Crested Butte, CO Council All in On Electrification Starting in January 2023 – 
Mark Reaman – Crested Butte News – “Crested Butte will be the first municipality in 
Colorado to require that new residential and commercial construction be basically all 
electric and not utilize natural gas for heating, hot water heating and appliances starting 
next January. With the unanimous approval by town council on Tuesday, August 2 of 
the updated 2021 International Building Code that included some ‘above code’ 
standards… the town lays claim to being the first in the state to pass such a mandate 
banning most natural gas in new buildings, but the town does not expect to be the last.”  
From Peter Jensen at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone 
Strategies  Full article here. 

 
 
 
  

https://crestedbuttenews.com/2022/08/cb-council-all-in-on-electrification-starting-in-january-2023/


Contractor’s Corner: 
 
Changes to 197D Commercial Tax Deduction under the IRA – Charles Goulding at 
Energy tax savers – “The Inflation Adjustment Act includes updates to the EPAct 179D 
deduction, which will become effective starting 1/1/2023 if signed into law in its current 
state: 

• Increased deduction levels for projects utilizing prevailing wage rates up 
to $5.00 per square foot 

• Allows the EPAct 179D deduction to be taken by designers on building 
projects completed for not-for-profit entities, instrumentalities and Tribal 
Governments (similar to government building provision) 

• Retrofits can qualify by showing a 25% decrease in Energy Use Intensity, 
with no energy simulation modeling required 

• Deduction reset - the deduction can now be taken on a specific 
commercial building every 3 years, and on a specific government building 
every 4 years (historically, the maximum deduction has been allowable 
only once over the life of a building)” 

Goulding notes the extension filing deadline for 2021 tax year projects is approaching in 
the upcoming weeks, and invites firms looking to claim the EPAct 179D deduction on 
their 2021 projects to send project data or direct any questions to Raymond Kumar 
at raymond.kumar@energytaxsavers.com or 516-364-2630.  See the Energy Tax 
Savers website for their offer of “Free Tax Benefit Assessemnts”. 
 
  

http://www.energytaxsavers.com/
http://www.energytaxsavers.com/


NYS Clean Heat Program announces proposed program changes for September 
1, 2022  - Thanks to Cara-Leigh Battaglia from the NY BPCA (Building Performance 
Contractors Association) for this summary 
 
Heat Pump Water Heater Midstream Incentive 
   • All utilities will be adding a midstream distributor incentive for HPWHs. 
 
Incentives for Decommissioning and Integrated Controls for air source heat pump 
(ASHP) systems 
   • All utilities in the state will offer incentives for decommissioning and integrated 
controls for full load residential systems as of September 1, 2022. 
   • National Grid and NYSEG/RG&E will be adding incentives for Category 2A -
Integrated Controls and Category 2B - Decommissioning. 
   • Central Hudson will be adding an incentive for Category 2A - Integrated Controls. 
 
Kicker for Gas-Constrained Areas 
   • National Grid will be adding a kicker incentive for gas-constrained areas. 
 
Incentive Limitations 
   • For all projects, incentives will be limited to 70% of project costs. 
   • A $1 million "soft" cap for incentives will be specified in the Program Manual. For 
projects that request incentives above $1 million, the utility reserves the right to limit  
incentives to $1 million or offer incentives at a custom rate. 
   • Ground source projects in residential Category 3 will be offered incentives up to 
$50,000. 
 
Preliminary Incentive Offer Letter (PIOL) 
   • Utilities will be including a default expiration date in the PIOL for non-residential 
projects. An applicant may request the utility's approval for an extension and 
adjustments may be made on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Non-Residential Refinements 
   • Utilities may adjust incentive levels to differentiate projects in new construction vs. 
existing buildings with specific incentive levels by heat pump technology. 
 
For a breakout of (air source heat pump) incentive level changes, refer to the tables 
here. 
 
  

https://bpca-ny.org/
https://bpca-ny.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/a75f8848801/cafa8f19-98af-46d5-a22c-3cac8c74e519.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a75f8848801/cafa8f19-98af-46d5-a22c-3cac8c74e519.pdf


Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #10 - Bill Martin is the President of California GEO.  
He has put together a series of colorful one-page primers on various aspects of 
geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ve been providing links to the 16 part series and 
this week’s edition focuses on Geo Heat Pump Performance #1 of 3 

 
 
.  
 
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Geo-Heat-Pumps--Performance-Advantages--1-of-3.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=uwKCgkHjLDY


Climate Updates: 
 
UK Drought Panic as Europe Shrivels in Battle to Beat Water Scarcity - With much 
of the continent on red alert for droughts, a lack of water in the region leaves Britain 
exposed - With a recent EU report showing nearly half of Europe is exposed to drought, 
parts of England have had their driest July since records began almost 200 years ago.  
The agency that charts the situation has shown almost 15 per cent of the continent is 
under Red Alert drought conditions and the situation is forecast to worsen during the 
month.  That has prompted the European Commission to urge EU member states to 
reuse water from urban wastewater treatment plants for crops.  Thanks to former DEC 
Commissioner Joe Martens for this tip.  Full article here. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.thenationalnews.com/tags/eu/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/weekend/2022/08/05/uk-drought-panic-as-europe-shrivels-in-battle-to-beat-water-scarcity/


Cooling Centers Are Turning into Next-Gen "Climate Resilience Hubs" – Jennifer 
A. Kingson - Axios  “As cities race to amp up their heat mitigation efforts, some are 
replacing bare-bones cooling centers with full-service ‘climate resilience hubs’ — 
offering everything from comfy A/C and phone charging to social services and 
emergency training… Miami-Dade County is at the forefront with its mobile "resilience 
pod" made from a 40-foot shipping container. It debuted two years ago and offers 
people a chilled, solar-powered place to gather, with Wi-Fi, phone charging and a suite 
of solutions for food insecurity — including fruit trees for people to plant.”  Tip from Peter 
Jensen at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone Strategies  Full 
article here. 

  
 
 
  

https://www.axios.com/2022/08/09/deadly-heat-waves-climate-resilience-hubs?utm_medium=email
https://www.axios.com/2022/08/09/deadly-heat-waves-climate-resilience-hubs?utm_medium=email


You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 

 
Visit www.climatoonist.com for more cartoons about the energy transition.  Follow 
Climatoonist on Twitter and Instagram. 
 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
 

http://www.climatoonist.com/
https://twitter.com/climatoonist
https://www.instagram.com/climatoonist/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/

