
2022 07 02    Just In! 
 
NY-GEO Submits Comments on the NY Climate Scoping Plan – NY-GEO, along 
with MANY organizations and individuals across the climate and clean energy spectra, 
met yesterday’s deadline for comments on the NY Climate Action Council’s Draft 
Scoping Plan.  The Climate Action Council has until the end of the year to finalize the 
plan, which then goes to the Governor, Legislature, State Agencies and New York’s 
citizens to implement.  NY-GEO’s comments covered these topics:  

• The Importance of a Timeline for Electrification 

• Is Hydrogen an Alternative to Electrification for the Building Sector? 

• GSHPs Role in Mitigating the Impact of Electrification on Peak Demand 

• Electric Rates and Heating 

• Review & Revise Ground Source Heat Pump Drilling Regulations 

• Economy Wide Strategies 
 
NGRID to Hold Sessions on Climate Law Compliance Report - On July 13, National 
Grid (NIMO, KEDNY, KEDLI) will hold virtual Stakeholder Meetings to review their 
"CLCPA Study Draft Scoping Plan."  The company plans to file the draft here by July 8, 
2022.  In recent rate cases, advocates successfully negotiated for National Grid to 
develop reports mapping out the impact of the CLCPA and related Climate Plans on 
their business. Written comments are due on July 20.  A second Stakeholder Meeting 
will be held in late July or early August to review stakeholder input and any changes to 
the draft plan.  Thanks to NY-GEO member Bob Wyman for this tip.  Notice and event 
link for the upstate 10 AM meeting here and the downstate 2 PM meeting here. 
 

  

https://ny-geo.org/pages/just-in-archive
https://www.nationalgridus.com/climate-change-study
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7BCEA66BDB-CB04-4091-B98B-966509F27B04%7D
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7BE4FCC2DB-428C-4869-824F-065B19425E08%7D


Oregon Study Finds Advantages to Building Electrification – The 73 page study 
was written by Synapse Energy Economics for the Sierra Club “…widespread adoption 
of electric heat pumps would actually show significant reductions in consumer cost as 
well as providing much needed air conditioning,’ said Sierra Club senior campaign 
representative Dylan Plummer. ‘…As our state is working to reduce its emissions, it's 
critical we transition away from methane gas into electric appliances.’”  The study 
included a look at the alternatives of ending fossil fuel equipment sales in 2025 and 
2030 

 
 
  

https://www.kezi.com/news/climate-activists-believe-heat-pumps-could-provide-oregon-better-access-to-cooling/article_1c5b3308-f5af-11ec-9711-9b60832222b0.html


Polluted Power for Finger Lakes Cryptomining Operation Is Inconsistent with 

Climate Law, State Finds - Citing “tripled facility emissions,” the state Department of 

Environmental Conservation denied an air permit renewal for Greenidge Generation, a 

former coal plant near Seneca Lake. - The state Department of Environmental 

Conservation denied an air permit renewal for Greenidge Generation, a former coal 

plant near Seneca Lake, after finding its emissions almost tripled when the facility 

shifted operations to burning fossil fuels to power crypto mining.  (from 2022 06 30 – 

City & State First Read)  Full article here.  

 
WHAT? Natural Gas Prices Up More than Oil! - “The rising price of oil may grab most 
of the headlines, but another commodity — natural gas — is on an even wilder ride and 
expected to hit fresh highs this summer.  The war in Ukraine and resulting concerns 
about global energy security have driven up commodity prices world-wide. But where 
the price of oil is up about 85 per cent year-over-year, natural gas is up more than 200 
per cent.  As of mid-day (2022 06 24), the U.S. natural gas benchmark Henry Hub price 
was trading around $8.75 US per million British thermal units, or MMBtu. It surged to a 
14-year high of more than $9 earlier in the week, from less than $3 at this time last 
year.”  Full article from Diverso Energy Digest here. 

 

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=7e6b73a8db&e=fd9a9b9d40
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKKXXMBtXMpkKGfGsTTMbWFKgvXlRpwChrBBZgGJpkZTJClQDCHJFlJrKLwmTjgLgtRb


 
“No Miracle Tech Needed: How To Switch To Renewables Now And Lower Costs 
Doing It • The world is seeing unprecedented fuel price increases, energy blackmail 
between countries, up to 7 million air pollution deaths per year and one climate-related 
disaster after another. But a Stanford report says the issues can be addressed at low 
cost using available resources. [The Hill] ”  (from 2022 06 29 Green Energy News) 

 
 
  

https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/3539703-no-miracle-tech-needed-how-to-switch-to-renewables-now-and-lower-costs-doing-it/


European Gas Crisis Impacts Go Global – “The ripple effects of limited gas supplies 
and skyrocketing European gas prices, exacerbated by the explosion at the Freeport 
LNG plant in Texas earlier this month, are getting more severe across the globe. 
Pakistan faces blackouts as prohibitively expensive gas prices have forced the country, 
heading into its hottest months, to decline purchases three times in June. Down under, 
the Australian gas market is in disarray as suppliers scramble to secure gas to meet 
winter demands. Amid all of this, China is increasing its purchasing of methane gas 
from Russia, tying the two countries’ fortunes closer together.”  [CleanTechnica]  (from 
2022 06 26 Green Energy News)  More here. 

 
 
  

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/06/25/european-gas-crisis-has-global-ripple-effects/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/25/business/asia-energy-crisis-sri-lanka-pakistan-australia-coal-climate-change-intl-hnk/index.html


“Fossil Fuel Industry Cut Jobs in 2021 Despite Growth in Production, DOE Reports 
• Jobs in the renewable energy sector grew in 2021, but fossil fuel employment 
declined, even as fossil fuel production increased, a DOE report says. EV and hybrid 
sectors showed a “whopping” 25% job growth. Jobs for fossil fuel extraction declined by 
12%. [CNN] ”  (from 2022 06 29 Green Energy News)   

 
 
  

https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/28/politics/solar-wind-fossil-fuel-jobs-report-climate/index.html


“McKee Signs Bill For RI To Reach All-Renewable Electricity By 2033 • Rhode 
Island Gov Dan McKee is to sign a bill that will require 100% of Rhode Island’s 
electricity be offset by renewable production by 2033, a spokesperson from McKee’s 
office said. The bill codifies a similar executive order signed by former Gov Gina 
Raimondo in January 2021. [Patch”]  (from 2022 06 29 Green Energy News) 

 
Rhode Island Governor Dan McKee 

 
  

https://patch.com/rhode-island/across-ri/mckee-signs-bill-ri-reach-all-renewable-electricity-2033


Energy Dome Is on the Brink of a Long-Duration Storage Breakthrough - The 
Italian startup’s breakneck go-to-market speed could be a welcome shift for the hype-
soaked sector. – Julian Spector – Canary Media - ”Long-duration storage has recently 
attracted billions of dollars in investment, and the space now includes several publicly 
traded companies with collective market caps in the billions of dollars. But it’s hard to 
find any operational projects capable of discharging 20 megawatts of power for 
10 hours straight, as Energy Dome says its next project will be able to do.”  Article here  

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/long-duration-energy-storage/energy-dome-is-on-the-brink-of-a-long-duration-storage-breakthrough?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=217882472&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_8csVlAZIAf2gPhZOddDfN7Xyp_zP_OV2MPTE2jhA-4DpFtvADBFbJFlN6Ewbz44A2nXiWPcSdEtu5qRuWhSqNTI514A&utm_source=newsletter


“Tesla Invites New Round of Californians to Enroll in Virtual Power Plant • Tesla 
recently launched of its new virtual power plant in partnership with Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (PG&E). The virtual power plant will allow Powerwall owners to opt 
into the program to help stabilize the electric grid and end blackouts in California. 
[CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2022 06 25 Green Energy News 
 

 
 
  

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/06/24/tesla-invites-new-round-of-californians-to-enroll-in-virtual-power-plant/


Contractor’s Corner: 
 
Cybersecurity in the HVAC&R Industry:  Breaking Down the Risks - Methods for 
intrusion have really become more complicated and more complex, and so the solutions 
have become more complex to deal with them,” says David Branson, P.E., BCxP, 
Fellow/Life Member ASHRAE. Join Branson, Anto Budiardjo and Michael Galler, 
Member ASHRAE, as they examine various aspects of cybersecurity within HVAC&R, 
including hazards and the origins of threats. They also discuss areas to be cognizant of 
to prevent breaches and share some of the solutions that the IT industry has 
successfully implemented which could also serve HVAC markets, including the 
importance of managing networks.  Thanks to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this 
tip.  38 minute video here. 

 
 
  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKKXXMBtXNVkfZcShvPJjJNnjcndHtbgcGdmTtlwjfDRrMCjXwcgcQvSPsQVczGHlJcV


National Grid Increases Rebates for Gas Heating Appliances – “The National Grid 
Residential Gas Heating Program (Upstate NY) is introducing enhanced rebates for 
select heating equipment from July 1st to August 31st “  This program is running 
despite the following provision in National Grid’s most recent rate case settlement: 
“Cutting Gas Promotion: 
The Companies have terminated all gas promotional and rebate programs and will not 
implement any such plans during the term of the rate plans, including any heating oil-to-
gas conversion programs, involving both firm and non-firm customers...”   

 
 
  



Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #4 - -Bill Martin is the President of California GEO.  
He has put together a series of colorful one-page primers on various aspects of 
geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ll be providing links to the series over the coming 
weeks and this week’s edition focuses on The Detailed Workings of Air Conditioners. 

 
.  
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-detailed-workings-of-air-conditioners.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=m8j0uVccQ7Q


Climate Updates: 
 
Heat to the Extreme - With severe heat waves regularly affecting swaths of the globe, 
scientists are studying ways that life in a hotter world will sicken and kill us.  Article here. 

 
 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

https://buffalonews.com/heat-to-the-extreme/article_b1c15e3d-023f-504a-a062-d59b0ce929c4.html
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

