
2022 06 18    Just In! 
 
Austria to ban gas boilers in new buildings as of 2023 - By Nikolaus J. Kurmayer | 
EURACTIV.com - Austria is revamping its renewable heating law in order to reduce the 
country’s immense dependence on Russia: pulling forward a sales phase-out of fossil 
gas boilers, and requiring broken oil and coal heaters to be replaced with green options.  
A million households in Austria are heated with gas, representing about one-quarter of 
the country’s gas use. The country is one of the EU’s most reliant on Russian gas, as 
upwards of 80% of its gas is imported from the Kremlin.  ‘Every gas heater we get rid of 
is a step out of our dependence on Russian gas,’explained Leonore Gewessler, 
Austria’s green climate minister, in a press release on Monday (13 June).”  Thanks to 
Bruce Nilles from climateimperative.org for this tip.  Full article here 

 
Austria's Green Minister of Climate and Environment Leonore Gewessler 

 
Take a Minute to Comment on the Climate Action Council Scoping Plan? – The 
Council has developed a set of measures to bring an 85% reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050. The Renewable Heat Now Campaign has set up a quick and easy 
way to comment on the building decarbonization section of the Plan.  Fossil fuel 
interests have mounted a well-funded campaign to undercut the measures, urging 
negative comments.  The effectiveness of climate action in New York may well be 
determined by the impact of comments submitted. The comment deadline is July 1st. 
 
  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/austria-to-ban-gas-boilers-in-new-buildings-as-of-2023/
https://renewableheatnow.org/comment-on-the-draft-scoping-plan/
https://renewableheatnow.org/comment-on-the-draft-scoping-plan/


Troy Geothermal Project Takes Step Forward - By Mike Gwizdala -Troy Record- 
“The city of Troy’s geothermal project took a big step forward recently.  During their 
latest session, the New York State Legislature passed a bill authorizing Troy to lease 
subsurface park land property referred to as Riverfront Park for district geothermal 
boreholes and distribution lines.  State Sen. Neil Breslin and Assemblyman John 
McDonald III,…cosponsored the bill to help the city achieve renewable energy goals…  
‘it’s about the public leading by example because we need to continue to educate, 
inform, and encourage the public and the average citizen to really consider renewable 
energy moving forward as we try to work towards battling back against the impacts of 
climate change,’ McDonald added on the need to support more projects of this kind to 
help the environment.”  Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul Coons for this tip.  Full article 
here. 

 
  

https://www.troyrecord.com/2022/06/14/troy-geothermal-project-takes-step-forward/?utm_medium=email
https://www.troyrecord.com/2022/06/14/troy-geothermal-project-takes-step-forward/?utm_medium=email


Push Buffalo Breaks Ground on $21 Million Affordable Housing Development In 
Buffalo – “The West Side Homes Project will Add 49 New Affordable and Energy 
Efficient Apartments at 14 Scattered Locations Across Buffalo’s West Side; Will Include 
16 Apartments Reserved for Supportive Housing.”  As part of the development, 
supported with funding from New York State, “A three-story building at 625 West 
Avenue will include 15 apartments…The building is designed to be all-electric and will 
include features such as a ground source heat pump, energy recovery ventilation, and a 
rooftop solar array.  Press release here. 

 
 
National Grid Proposes Extending 100 Foot Subsidy to Heat Pumps – The utility 
estimates the cost of infrastructure it provides at no cost to new gas customers at 
$13,859 for its NY City customers and $6,288 for Long Islanders.  Grid proposes to 
provide the same amounts as incentives for new customers who choose ground source 
or air source heat pumps “sized to meet the entire need of the property – the system 
cannot be supplemented by additional fuel sources such as gas, oil, or propane outside 
of emergency situations”.  Text of the proposal here. 
 
  

https://hcr.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-start-construction-21-million-affordable-housing-development-buffalo
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7bFDECECBD-07CF-4CA6-8994-518D14DDCDD5%7d


Low-Carbon Fuels Have a Limited Role to Play in New York’s Buildings - By Olivia 
Prieto, Mike Henchen – New Blog Report from RMI – “a typical New York home… might 
require about 50 MMBtu (equivalent to 15 MWh) of heating energy annually. Meeting 
this demand with green hydrogen would require over 25 MWh of clean electricity, due to 
the efficiency losses during the production of green hydrogen and the relative 
inefficiency of end-use appliances.  Using a high-performing electric heat pump 
(presumably RMI is projecting use of an air source heat pump) could require as little as 
5–6 MWh of clean electricity. That is, heating with green hydrogen would require about 
4.4 times as much clean electricity as heating directly with a heat pump.”  See the full 
blog here. 

 
 
Proposed Gas Furnace Efficiency Rule Expected to Move 9% of Customers 
Toward Electric Heat: DOE - - Robert Walton – Utility Dive -  If finalized on DOE’s 
proposed schedule, the new rule would go into effect in 2029 and require gas furnaces 
to be 95% fuel efficient.  The rule would shift some new furnace sales to heat pumps or 
other electric technologies, but experts say most replacement systems would remain 
fueled by natural gas.  Full article here. 

 

https://rmi.org/low-carbon-fuels-have-a-limited-role-to-play-in-new-yorks-buildings/
https://rmi.org/low-carbon-fuels-have-a-limited-role-to-play-in-new-yorks-buildings/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/doe-proposed-gas-furnace-efficiency-rule-electric-heating/625426/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-06-15%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:42482%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/doe-proposed-gas-furnace-efficiency-rule-electric-heating/625426/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202022-06-15%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:42482%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management


 
NY-GEO Gets Its First Financial Institution Member – Credit Human, a credit union 
headquartered in San Antonio, Texas signs on as a non-profit member.  In 2019 Credit 
Human built a new headquarters building featuring solar PV and geothermal heating 
and cooling, designed to be a shining example of how businesses can meet San 
Antonio’s climate goals while saving on energy costs.  This forward thinking financial 
institution recently exhibited at NY-GEO 2022, has become a NY-GEO member, and is 
now marketing a SustainableHome Financing program. Credit Human website here. 

 
 
  

https://www.credithuman.com/


“Wind And Solar Power Are ‘Bailing Out’ Texas Amid Record Heat and Energy 
Demand” • Texans are cranking on the air conditioning this week amid an unusually 
early heat wave, setting new records for electricity demand in the state. But the grid is 
holding up well, largely because solar and windpower are covering 40% of the demand. 
[CNN]  (from 2022 06 15 Green Energy News). 

 
 
  

https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/14/us/texas-energy-record-solar-wind-climate/index.html


Brattle:  Consumers Will Pay Less for Electrification Than Keeping the Status 
Quo – The New Jersey Board of Public utilities has commissioned a study by the Brattle 
Group on the cost impact of electrification as a decarbonization strategy.  Brattle’s 
preliminary conclusion “EE (energy efficiency) and Electrification offer significant 
customer savings”  Thanks to Marie French of POLITICO for this tip. Brattle 
presentation here. 

 
 
  

https://nj.gov/bpu/pdf/publicnotice/FINAL_v2%2003-25-22%20Stakeholder%20Presentation_Ratepayer%20Impact%20Study.pptx
https://nj.gov/bpu/pdf/publicnotice/FINAL_v2%2003-25-22%20Stakeholder%20Presentation_Ratepayer%20Impact%20Study.pptx


One Analysis of Why the Build Public Renewables Act Faltered – Kate Aronoff – 
The New Republic - “…the Build Public Renewables Act (BPRA)—which affirms the 
New York Power Authority’s ability to build publicly owned renewables and sets a 
deadline for shuttering its fossil fueled plants—died a quiet death… as the year’s 
legislative session wrapped up in overtime. It wasn’t climate-denying Republicans who 
kept Albany from passing climate legislation for the third year in a row. Instead, it was 
the leadership of New York state’s Democratic supermajority—all of whom have 
been eager to talk up the urgency of the climate crisis on the campaign trail. And the 
special interests who pressured them into the decision included more than the usual 
suspects: not just fossil fueled power providers but also solar energy trade 
associations.”  The BPRA was sponsored in the Senate by Energy Committee Chair 
Kevin Parker and in the Assembly by Robert Carroll. Thanks to Dave Bradley for this tip.  
Full article here.  

 
  

https://newrepublic.com/article/166708/democrats-solar-companies-just-kill-climate-bill-new-york


EU: Gas is Not Green – “Two lead committees of the European Parliament have voted 
to throw out the European Commission’s sustainable investment taxonomy, which had 
inexplicably labeled gas as green. They voted by 76 to 62 against greenwashing gas 
and nuclear. [CleanTechnica]”  (from 2022 06 15 Green Energy News) 

 
 
  

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/06/14/eu-parliaments-lead-committees-vote-against-gas-nuclear-in-the-green-taxonomy/


New Climate-Friendly Housing Development in Michigan Will Be All-Electric - The 
mixed-income development will include community gardens and homes with heat 
pumps and solar panels.  In Ann Arbor, Michigan, a new mixed-income housing 
development is under construction. It’s called Veridian at County Farm, and it will be a 
climate-friendly community with green space, on-site food gardens, and homes that run 
entirely on electricity.  “The neighborhood is 100% all-electric … so the neighborhood 
will not have any gas line connected to it,” says Matt Grocoff, the founder of Thrive 
Collaborative.   The real estate firm is partnering with an affordable housing developer 
on the project.  Full article here  

 
 
 
  

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2022/06/new-climate-friendly-housing-development-in-michigan-will-be-all-electric/


A Quick Look at Thermal Energy Networks – The Alliance for a Green Economy and 
Heat Smart Tompkins have developed a one page introduction to Thermal Energy 
Networks. See the one-pager here. 

 
 
  

https://allianceforagreeneconomy.org/sites/default/files/Thermal%20Energy%20Networks%20One-Pager.pdf


Some Data on the Northeast and Building Electrification - By Noah Gabriel, 
Zachary Strauss - 6.8 min read – “85 percent of all fuel oil delivered within the United 
States in 2020 was in the Northeast (Figure 1). Likewise, in 2015, only 13 percent of all 
households in the Northeast reported electricity as their primary space heating fuel, the 
lowest of any U.S. Census Region and 22 percentage points below the national 
average.”  Thanks to Zachary Strauss of the Atlas Buildings Hub for this tip.  Full article 
here. 

 
 
 
  

https://atlasbuildingshub.com/2022/05/25/northeast-leads-the-charge-to-electrify-the-built-environment/
https://atlasbuildingshub.com/2022/05/25/northeast-leads-the-charge-to-electrify-the-built-environment/


Hudson Mohawk Magazine Interview on the NYS Legislative Session with NY-
GEO E.D. Bill Nowak – 10 minute recording - Among the climate measures passed this 
year by the NYS legislature were the Geothermal Tax Credit and the Utility Thermal 
Energy Network and Jobs Act. The later would allow utilities to provide the piping and 
distribution needed for district geothermal energy projects. Bill Nowak of the NY 
Geothermal Energy Organization talks with Mark Dunlea of the Hudson Mohawk 
Magazine here. 

 
 
 
Why Heat Pumps are Essential for the Future – 14 minute video explores heat 
pumps for heating, domestic hot water and clothes drying.  While some of the claims 
may be questionable for a Northeast climate there’s lots of good information and 
perspective in this youtube program 

 
 

https://www.mediasanctuary.org/stories/2022/ny-passes-new-laws-to-expand-geothermal-energy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73qzU8vOc4U


Dr. Richard Perez on Awesome Earthkind - The AWESome powers of the air, water, 
earth, and sun can provide all our energy needs. But – how do we get there? Hear Dr. 
Richard Perez discuss his studies in how much power we can get from clean energy 
sources; how those resources are orders of magnitude greater than coal, oil, gas, and 
nuclear; and how the “out of the box” solution to our energy dilemma is to overbuild 
solar and waste a third of the solar output. Listen to this week’s episode via your favorite 
podcast playing app (Apple, Spotify, Google Podcast)  or here.  

 
 
“California Reaching 100% Renewable Electricity At Times • In early April, 
California achieved a new record at 97.6% renewable power, and on May 2 the state 
was able to reach 99.9%. On May 8 the record was broken yet again, with 103% of the 
state’s power needs being met by renewables for a few hours. Now it’s time for 
California to work on storage. [CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2022 06 14 Green Energy 
News) 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/podcast/id1526191292?mt=2&ls=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/02PbdcIJtofSlOTyNsX24t
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hd2Vzb21lZWFydGhraW5kLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivrIy1zcnrAhUsg3IEHcojBrQQ9sEGegQIARAC
https://awesomeearthkind.com/podcasts/dr-richard-perez-and-eva-hoskin/
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/06/13/california-reaching-100-renewable-electricity/


 
 
Contractor’s Corner: 
 
Regs on NYC Emissions Caps - by Samar Khurshid – “New York City will begin 
capping emissions from its largest buildings – which are its worst polluters – but it has 
just over six months to issue rules and regulations for property owners and managers to 
follow, and activists and officials say that the new city budget falls short on funding to 
accomplish that task, Gotham Gazette reports.“   From the article: “There are 50,000 
buildings in the city over 25,000 square feet each, which in sum account for about 71% 
of the city’s emissions. Local Law 97 will require that those emissions are cut by 40% by 
2030 and by 80% by 2050, a major step in reaching the long-term overarching goal of a 
net-zero carbon city.” (from 2022 06 17 – City & State First Read)  

 
Brad Lander: NY City Comptroller and Co-sponsor of Local Law 97 

 
  

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=8d535be84c&e=fd9a9b9d40


National Grid 25% Rebate Kicker in Gas Constrained Areas - The September 1st 
changes to the NY Clean Heat (“utility”) rebate program for heat pumps includes a 25% 
“kicker” in gas constrained areas on the cost of a Clean Heat installation for National 
Grid customers.  The kicker applies to ground source, air source, or heat pump water 
heaters and is to be applied on top of the normal rebate.   Thanks to Lindsay Speer of 
the Alliance for a Green Economy for this tip. 

 
 
  



Customers Wondering About All-Electric Kitchens? – Check out the Kitchen 
Electrification Monthly – a new newsletter from the Building Decarbonization Coalition 
with links to videos and informative articles.  April and May 2022 editions currently 
available on-line. 
 

 
 
Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #2 – Providing Btus Using Electrical Resistance - 
Bill Martin is the President of California GEO.  He has put together a series of colorful 
one-page primers on various aspects of geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ll be 
providing links to the series over the coming weeks and this week’s edition focuses on 
Providing Btus using Electrical Resistance

 

https://mailchi.mp/buildingdecarb.org/kitchen-electrification-monthly-may-2022
https://mailchi.mp/buildingdecarb.org/kitchen-electrification-monthly-may-2022
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Saying-goodbye-to-Electric-Resistance.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=alR4pl-yDvg
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Saying-goodbye-to-Electric-Resistance.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=alR4pl-yDvg


NY-GEO Member Map-Here's the map we refer folks to when we get requests for services or 

interest in a geothermal install. 

 
Click here or on the image above to see the live version of the map 

 
 
 
 
  

https://ny-geo.org/pages/ny-geo-members-map
https://ny-geo.org/pages/ny-geo-members-map


Climate Updates: 
 
Current Global Outlook on Planet Earth – A Race Against Time – Looking for a Big 
Picture presentation on Climate Change and the fate of the human race?  Check out 
this 2022 05 24 presentation by Karim Ahmed of the Global Council for Science and the 
Environment.  Thanks to Roger Cook of the Sierra Club Niagara Group for this tip.  

 
 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/k6380e3f1dkzvma/Current%20Global%20Outlook%20on%20Planet%20Earth%20-%20A%20Race%20Against%20Time.pdf?dl=0


“Climate Change Doubled Chance Of South African Floods That Killed 435 
People, Analysis Shows • Human-induced climate change made the extreme rainfall 
that triggered deadly floods in South Africa in April heavier and twice as likely to 
happen, according to a rapid analysis published by the World Weather Attribution 
project. [CNN]  ” - (from 2022 05 14 Green Energy News)   

 
 
  

https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/13/africa/south-africa-floods-climate-intl/index.html


“US Energy-Related CO₂ Emissions Rose 6% In 2021• In 2021, US energy-related 
CO₂ emissions increased by 296 million metric tons, or 6%, compared with 2020 levels. 
This increase followed a rise in economic activity and energy consumption when the 
initial economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic began to subside. [CleanTechnica] 
”  - - (from 2022 05 14 Green Energy News) 

 
 
 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/05/13/u-s-energy-related-co2-emissions-rose-6-in-2021/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

