
2022 05 14    Just In! 
 
National Grid Proposes Re-Purposing 100 Foot Rule to Support Electrification – 
Citing a challenge from stakeholders (which included NY-GEO and the Alliance for a 
Green Economy - AGREE – among others) National Grid has filed a proposal under 
which eligible customers who install heat pumps could receive an incentive equivalent jn 
value to the free infrastructure they would have received under the State’s 100 foot rule.  
In the filing, Grid rates those values at $13,859 for their Brooklyn customers and $6,288 
for their Long Island customers.  The path this ground-breaking proposal takes will be 
VERY interesting. 

 
 
Easy E-Mail Tool to Support Renewable Heat Now Bills – New York’s Legislative 
session ends in less than 3 weeks on June 2nd and the fate of 3 important renewable 
heat bills remains in the balance.  These bills include the All-Electric Building Act and 
the Gas Transition and Affordable Energy Act.  For the 3rd measure, the Advanced 
Codes and Standards bill, different versions have been passed by the Senate and 
Assembly and there is an urgent need for them to be reconciled before the end of 
session so they can be signed by Governor Hochul.  Renewable Heat Now has set up a 
quick, easy tool to communicate with legislators on these bills. 

 
 
 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7BC26D25E9-EB04-4AD9-85E7-6649022927CD%7D
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6843#:~:text=S6843%20%2D%20Summary,2023%20unless%20certain%20circumstances%20apply.
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s8198
https://allianceforagreeneconomy.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69&id=a8c7627dfb&e=89f7cbc738
https://allianceforagreeneconomy.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69&id=a8c7627dfb&e=89f7cbc738


Assembly Holds Day Long Hearing on the All -Electric Building Act – On 
Thursday, May 12th the NYS Assembly committees on Energy, Governmental 
Operations, Environmental Conservation, and the Assembly Climate Change Working 
Group held a hearing on A8431B.  Titled the All-Electric Building Act, the bill would 
prohibit permits for systems that require the combustion of fossil fuels in new buildings 
starting in 2024 for buildings under six stories.  A8431B mirrors a recommendation from 
the Climate Action Council – the body tasked with the development of the plan for New 
York to cut greenhouse gas emissions 40% by 2030 and 85% by 2050.  The hearing 
featured an opening presentation by Doreen Harris, President of NYSERDA and Co-
Chair of New York’s Climate Action Council.  Testimony and dialogue were wide 
ranging.  The text of NY-GEO Executive Director Bill Nowak’s 3 minute statement can 
be found here. 
    
Con Edison Files for More Funding for Heat Pump Rebates – Con Edison has 
aggressively supported building electrification with rebates under NY’s Clean Heat 
program and has essentially run out of the funds allocated by the PSC for this program.  
The company recently suspended rebates for air source heat pumps while maintaining 
rebates for geothermal systems.  NY-GEO appreciates the maintenance of the 
geothermal rebates but also recognizes the importance of consistency and continuity for 
the success of New York’s electrification efforts.  Con Edison has petitioned the Public  
Service Commission for a new round of funding to maintain its electrification efforts.  
Comments on this petition are being taken until the end of business, Monday April 16th., 
addressed to Public Service Commission Secretary Michelle Phillips at 
Michelle.Phillips@dps.ny.gov.  A letter filed by our friends at the Building Performance 
Contractors Association can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6843#:~:text=S6843%20%2D%20Summary,2023%20unless%20certain%20circumstances%20apply.
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/2022_05_12_NY-GEO_Electrification_of_New_Construction.pdf?v=1652534178
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B7C22C5D3-09C9-46E2-8CE9-9B51A2DAC5AE%7D
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B7C22C5D3-09C9-46E2-8CE9-9B51A2DAC5AE%7D
mailto:Michelle.Phillips@dps.ny.gov
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/BPCA_official_letter_re_Con_Ed.pdf?v=1652536741


Brock Yordy Reports on NY-GEO 2022 Conference Experience in the most recent 
episode of The Driller Newscast (Episode 10) Growing Through a Generational Shift in 
Drilling, Trades - Brock Yordy attended NY-GEO 2022 Conference and served as a 
panelist for two of our sessions related to geothermal drilling.  He’s the host of The 
Driller Newscast and talked about all the exciting things happening in New York and 
appealing for the drilling industry to focus resources to meet the needs of building 
decarbonization specifically in NYS.  If you want to his “head to New York!” remarks at 
11:20 and another mention at 22:30 where he says “I learned about the need for every 
able-bodied individual possible who wants to be a part of the NYS geothermal initiative 
to come to New York.”  Thanks for the shout outs Brock and your contributions to our 
conference! 

 
 
PSC Announces CLCPA Tracking Initiative – In a 49 page order adopted in its 2022 
05 12 meeting, the New York Public Service Commission has outlined how it will track 
results of efforts to meet New York’s ambitious climate goals embodied in the Climate 
Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA): “…in consideration of the scope of 
the CLCPA and the extensive work necessary to achieve its mandates, continuous 
monitoring of the progress made will be crucial to ensure the State remains on track to 
achieve these objectives.  In addition, there are existing policies that will need to be 
reviewed, and new policies that will need to be developed, to further the enablement of 
the CLCPA. This proceeding will be the forum for such policy development. “ 
 
  

https://bnp.omeclk.com/portal/wts/uemcmQ%5Ekkcqba888efe0%7C%3Ba740rdEb


All Electric Firehouse ! – 2022 05 13 – “Community leaders celebrated the nearly-
completed New Paltz firehouse.  It is a super efficient and all-electric, and includes an 
induction stove in the kitchen.  250 rooftop solar panels are expected to be installed in 
the near future.”  From Jen Metzger of New Yorkers for Clean Power “Congrats to the 
all-volunteer New Paltz Fire Department and the Town & Village of New Paltz! This is 
what leadership looks like”.  Video of the press conference here. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIC7sp2mx5c&t=1s


PSC Sets Gas Planning Process – At its 2022 05 12, meeting, the NY Public Service 
Commission adopted an order to move forward a gas planning process that takes into 
account the State’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA), which 
requires a 40 reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and an 85% reduction by 
2050.  The order cites the need integrate regulatory policy with the Climate Action 
Council’s (CAC) Scoping Plan.  From the order “…rationally, meeting the CLCPA’s 
emissions reductions targets for the entire economy will require emissions reductions 
from the gas distribution system. Indeed, the CAC’s Draft Scoping Plan includes a 
chapter focused on gas system transition.  Further, the Draft Scoping Plan also 
discusses the gas system in the chapters dealing with Buildings and Electricity…The 
Commission recognizes the role of natural gas in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 
takes action in this proceeding to prepare for the CAC recommendations to the benefit 
of all New Yorkers.”   

 
 
State lawmakers debate all-electric building construction 
State lawmakers debate all-electric building construction 
  

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7BDFB8700D-46A1-43B8-A64E-6F92D291BBBD%7D


Colorado Passes Building Decarbonization Code and Heat Pump Tax Credit – 
Measures include development of PV-ready, EV-ready, and low carbon code by 2026 
with $25 million funding including a carve out for low-income communities, and 
provision of a 10% State income tax refund and sales/use tax exemption for the 
purchase of ground and air source heat pump equipment.  Thanks to Srinidhi Sampath 
Kumar of RMI for this tip. 

 
 
 
  

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022A/bills/2022a_1362_rer.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022A/bills/2022a_051_rer.pdf


“Ukraine War: Poland Says It Will Manage Without Russian Gas • Last month, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered “unfriendly” countries to pay for gas in rubles. 
Poland’s deputy foreign minister says Warsaw can cope without Gazprom’s gas. It has 
“options to get the gas from other partners,” according to a deputy foreign minister. 
[BBC] ” -  

 
 
 
  

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-61237519


Contractor’s Corner: 
Attracting Drillers to Geothermal -  “Our guest for Drilling In-Site, episode 41 is Jeff 
Lawrence, the director of commercial accounts with Enertech Global LLC, a 
manufacturer of geothermal and solar systems. Lawrence is bullish on geothermal, he 
just wants to see more drillers in the space. We brought him on to hear a 
manufacturer’s view on geothermal, talk renewable trends and discuss how tax and 
policy incentives affect the whole industry.  “The biggest hurdle that we have right now 
is getting drillers to commit to do geothermal,” Lawrence says. He says many 
companies migrated to other types of drilling when geothermal tax incentives lapsed in 
2016. Of course, those incentives returned, but many companies that might bid on work 
had already moved on.”  Thanks to Brock Yordy of the Driller for this tip. 

 
 
  

https://www.thedriller.com/insite-podcast


DOE Updates Water Heater Rule for First Time in Two Decades - By Miranda 
Willson – “The Biden administration has unveiled the first new energy efficiency 
standards in over 20 years for water heaters in commercial buildings, a move it says 
could slash greenhouse gas emissions and reduce energy costs.  Proposed yesterday 
by the Department of Energy, the updated standards would save businesses $140 
million per year in operating costs and eliminate certain inefficient natural gas-
consuming water heaters from the market, according to DOE.  Natural gas-powered 
water heaters typically use about 18 percent of the gas consumed in commercial 
buildings, the department said, citing data from the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration…  If finalized, the proposed rule would go into effect in 2026, resulting in 
less-efficient water heaters known as “non-condensing” models being effectively 
eliminated from the market.  Thanks to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip.  
Full article here. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.eenews.net/articles/doe-updates-water-heater-rule-for-first-time-in-two-decades/


Climate Updates: 
Planet-Warming Emissions from Cow Burps Have Been Seen from Space - By Zoe 
Sottile, CNN - “Methane emissions in cow burps have been observed from space. The 
emissions were detected by GHGSat’s high-resolution satellites in February, the 
company said. In April GHGSat analysis confirmed that the emissions came from a 
cattle feedlot in California. [CNN] ” (from 2022 0512 Green Energy News) 

 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/04/30/us/cow-burps-methane-space-climate-trnd/index.html
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

