
2022 02 14   Just In! 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
2022 04 27&28 – NY-GEO 2022 In-Person Conference / Electrify with Heat Pumps 
- Registration is now open here. Early Bird Discount available until February 22nd. The 
conference format will be similar to previous conferences (3 tracks of workshops, 
exciting and relevant topics, excellent speakers, great meals, lots of networking, Top 
Job competition etc.). We and the hotel will follow state mandated health and safety 
rules in place at the time of the conference. 

 
NY-GEO 2022 will feature recently appointed Public Service Commission Chair Rory 

Christian as the annual dinner keynote speaker 
 

https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up
https://ny-geo.regfox.com/2020


 
Your Help Needed to Pass Clean Heat Bills – NY-GEO is part of the Renewable Heat 
Now Campaign, which is working to pass a package of 5 bills designed to enable NY’s 
transition from fossil fuel heating.  Here’s two quick and easy ways you can help. 
One: Today through Tuesday Feb 15, send a quick email to the Senate Majority Leader 
and Assembly Speaker using this link: bit.ly/RHNemail and then share the link with all 
your networks, lists and Super Bowl party guests so they can email too.  Bepart of a 
flood of 1000s of emails to push these bills over the finish line.  Two: Text SIGN 
PHVQYO to 50409 to send a prepared letter in a few seconds to your legislators. 

 
Renewable Heat Now (RHN) is making the graphic above available for legislators who 

sponsor all of the bills in the RHN Legislative Package 
 

  

https://renewableheatnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/RHN-legislative-package_final.pdf
http://bit.ly/RHNemail


Inside Look: How the NY City Gas Ban Was Won – Pete Sikora from #GasFree NYC 
has put together a remarkable 28 page account of the organizing and strategy that went 
into New York City’s gas ban for new construction.  The article starts: It usually takes 
years to win major policy change… After all, it takes a lot to overcome powerful 
corporate opposition and the dead-weight inertia of political institutions. Yet an effective, 
multiracial campaign under the hashtag banner of #GasFreeNYC took a New York City 
gas ban from zero to law in a stunning 10 months.”  In explaining why he took on writing 
up a review of the effort, Pete says, “I've always meant to write an account of a 
successful campaign to help spread the message... and I finally got around to putting 
virtual ink on paper. It's just a wee bit long, but is meant as (hopefully!) useful advice for 
campaigners and activists looking to pass gas bans at the city or state level.”  Full 
article here. 

 
#GasFreeNYC Webinar 

 
Weekly Nugget from NY’s Climate Action Draft Scoping Plan:  
“Vision for 2030 -By 2030, one to two million energy-efficient homes should be 
electrified with heat pumps; and heat pumps should provide space heating and cooling 
for 10% to 20% of commercial space statewide. Heat pumps should become the 
majority of new purchases for space and water heating by the late 2020s. From 2030 
onward, more than 250,000 New York homes and thousands more commercial 
buildings each year are expected to be retrofitted or constructed to be energy-efficient 
and to install heat pumps for primary heating, cooling, and hot water, which is more than 
a tenfold increase from annual adoption today. This rapid market growth is projected to 
generate 100,000 new jobs in energy-efficient construction and clean heating and 
cooling. .”  From Page 121 of the Climate Action Council’s Draft Scoping Plan. 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TpU9nEW4Rni2h339jhir3U7r2SO1L_Jz8Y5lGlx7kNc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TpU9nEW4Rni2h339jhir3U7r2SO1L_Jz8Y5lGlx7kNc/edit
https://climate.ny.gov/Our-Climate-Act/Draft-Scoping-Plan


From WHYY - Could Philadelphia Tap into Geothermal? – “Dozens of large buildings 
and homes throughout the region use geothermal, including the Ronald McDonald 
House in West Philadelphia, the city’s police academy, New Jersey’s Stockton State 
College, and the German Society of Pennsylvania, a large, 20,000 square foot three-
story Victorian townhouse built in 1829 that sits near the corner of Sixth and Spring 
Garden streets in Philadelphia.  “We had a steam heating system for parts of the 
building,” said Tony Michels, the society’s former president, who spearheaded the shift 
to geothermal six years ago. “We had a hot water system, we had split units, window 
units, you name it, we had fireplaces. We had everything you can imagine, and we 
eliminated all of that.  They got rid of it because it was expensive, inefficient, and added 
climate-warming pollution to the atmosphere.”  Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul Coons 
for this tip.  Full article here. 
 

 
 
  

https://whyy.org/articles/geothermal-energy-lies-right-beneath-our-feet-could-philadelphia-tap-into-it/?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=01c3577405-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_42_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-01c3577405-89313072


 
Bellingham - Washington’s 3rd city to require electrification of new commercial 
and large residential buildings - Bellingham’s City Council approved a citywide 
ordinance that will require all new commercial and large residential buildings—such as 
apartment complexes—to be built all-electric with efficient electric heat pumps for space 
and water heating instead of methane gas, a fossil fuel. The ordinance, passed Monday 
night, also includes better building envelope standards and requires these buildings be 
solar-ready to make the most of the energy savings achievable with heat pumps…This 
makes Bellingham the third city in Washington, after Seattle and Shoreline, to set 
stronger standards for low-carbon energy in large new buildings.  Thanks to Jonny 
Kocher from RMI for this tip.  Full article here.  
 
Input Requested on Pipeline Project – from the Sierra Club Niagara Group – 
“National Fuel has applied to (the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) FERC … 
requesting 3 more years, until December 2024, to start and complete the Northern 
Access 2016 Pipeline Project…Along with fueling the climate crisis, this 97 mile pipeline 
would cross 192 streams in Western NY, endangering our waterways. NYSDEC has 
twice denied this project.”  Sierra’s web page has information about the project and a 
set of instructions that make it easy to submit a comment to FERC. 
 
Projecting Residential AC Demand in the U.S.  from the ASHRAE HVAC&R Industry 
News – “According to a recent study, climate change could drive an increase in summer 
air-conditioning use in the U.S., which could cause prolonged blackouts during peak 
summer heat if states do not expand capacity or improve efficiency.  Previous research 
has examined the impact of higher future temperatures on annual electricity 
consumption or daily peak load for specific cities or states. The new study projects 
residential air-conditioning demand on a household basis on a wide scale.  Ground 
Source Heat Pumps would have efficiency gains sufficient to avoid most of the negative 
impacts described in the new study.  Thanks to John Manning from Phoenix Energy for 
this tip.  Read more here. 
 
Broad Coalition (including US DOE!) Supports Berkeley Gas Phaseout in Court - 
Today, the U.S. Department of Energy, eight states, and a wide range of stakeholders 
filed amicus curiae, or “friend of the court” briefs to help support Berkeley against a 
challenge to its landmark ordinance prohibiting gas hookups in new buildings. Dozens 
of California cities have followed Berkeley in prohibiting new gas hookups, and 
jurisdictions across the country are pursuing similar measures. The California 
Restaurant Association, (CRA) claims that the ordinance is preempted by the federal 
Energy Policy and Conservation Act, which provides for appliance efficiency standards. 
A federal trial court dismissed a CRA challenge in July, as described in this blog post. 
CRA appealed the decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, where a 
briefing is underway.  Thanks to Denise Garb of RMI for this tip. 
 
  

https://www.re-sources.org/2022/02/bellingham-sets-strong-standards-for-climate-and-health-friendly-electric-buildings/
https://niagarasierraclub.org/issues/northern-access-pipeline/
http://www.mmsend21.com/link.cfm?r=qVaaIAGDWjqMdt9MmOsE1A~~&pe=PwFKW6Zpt3Zj-L8kU1ySlK-lyoot3uuzmsvfdblaSyt5jHeM-ns0NdQDR-2Fu-qiLn8Gro2OPFJx6pdoi_t5hw~~&t=iZlYDyooRubiuUCargi0xw~~
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.law.columbia.edu%2Fclimatechange%2F2021%2F07%2F07%2Fcalifornia-restaurant-association-v-berkeley-and-local-natural-gas-restrictions%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjdennison%40rmi.org%7C83143528a54c4d55b67e08d9c18098ff%7C8ed8a585d8e64b00b9ccd370783559f6%7C1%7C1%7C637753580345582258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LDYHhQWQtyJpiRoBhFkjCTl9lEHmrhBK7U3V8H%2FOllk%3D&reserved=0


The End of Natural Gas Has to Start With Its Name - The oil and gas industry didn’t 
invent the name. But it invented the myth of a clean fuel - By Rebecca Leber in Vox - 
Locals in the town of Fredonia, New York, noticed in the early 19th century how gas 
would sometimes bubble up in a creek and catch fire when lit. This wasn’t much more 
than a curiosity until 1821, when a businessman captured and sold it for fuel to Fredonia 
shops…From the start, “nature’s gas,” as it was nicknamed, was celebrated as the 
healthy and virtually inexhaustible miracle fuel of the future...What no one knew back 
then was that methane is pollution, too — just a different kind. A large body of scientific 
research now shows that gas, when it’s produced and when it’s consumed, poses a 
danger to human health and to the climate.  In the 19th century, this ignorance was 
understandable, but today most people still don’t appreciate how insidious gas fuel is… 
When the climate communications group Climate Nexus conducted a poll of 4,600 
registered US voters last fall, 77 percent had a favorable view of natural gas, far higher 
than when asked about their views on methane. Less than a third were able to link that 
natural gas is primarily methane…”  Thanks to Sage Welch of Sunstone Strategies for 
this tip.  Full article here. 

 
 
“ 
  

https://www.vox.com/22613532/climate-change-methane-emissions
https://www.vox.com/22613532/climate-change-methane-emissions
https://climatenexus.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Climate-Nexus-National-Poll-2021-Methane-Infrastructure-Toplines.pdf
https://www.vox.com/22912760/natural-gas-methane-rename


US Energy Secretary Ties Renewables To World Peace • The greatest peace plan 
ever could be based on renewable energy, US Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 
said in her opening remarks at a US-EU Energy Council Ministerial this week. The issue 
of energy security has been highlighted due to Russia’s actions in Ukraine. [Oil Price] ”  
(from 2022 02 09 Green Energy News) 

 
 
  

https://oilprice.com/Alternative-Energy/Renewable-Energy/US-Energy-Secretary-Ties-Renewables-To-World-Peace.html


The Country’s First Neighborhood Microgrid Is Coming Online in Chicago -  by 
Jeff St. John – Canary Media - Back in 2016, Chicago-area utility Commonwealth 
Edison unveiled its plan for a “community of the future” in Chicago’s Bronzeville 
neighborhood, the city’s center of Black history and culture. The idea was to install 
backup generators and grid controls that could provide local residents and critical 
services such as hospitals and nursing homes with always-on power when the grid fails, 
as well as support the growth of rooftop solar, batteries and electric vehicles.  Six years 
later, the $25 million initiative is on the cusp of becoming the country’s first 
neighborhood-scale microgrid — and it’s a project that could serve as a model for 
utilities and communities across the country.  Full article here. 

 
 
Blue Hydrogen Requires Carbon Capture & Storage: The Track Record – Institute 
for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) - “An IEEFA) analysis of new 
federal hydrogen program incentives challenges the track record, current rationale and 
market future for “blue” hydrogen produced from natural gas.”  Thanks to NY-GEO 
Director of Operations JR Rath for this tip.  Full release and link to slides are here. 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/grid-edge/the-countrys-first-neighborhood-microgrid-is-coming-online-in-chicago?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=203374862&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8O-RBinf4S67_tQ-B1JMTKdSAZxtGHZGsNekMhRaSS81W6KbmoVapurAfirMBKwyRMKEalR-ROI8rGa1w9skIKV4q03Q&utm_source=newsletter
https://ieefa.org/ieefa-u-s-federal-blue-hydrogen-incentives-no-reliable-past-present-or-future/
https://ieefa.org/ieefa-u-s-federal-blue-hydrogen-incentives-no-reliable-past-present-or-future/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=ieefa-u-s-federal-blue-hydrogen-incentives-no-reliable-past-present-or-future&utm_source=Weekly+IEEFA+Newsletter&utm_campaign=31e2c605ae-IEEFA_WeeklyDigest&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_30c2b8506b-31e2c605ae-128779047


Contractor’s Corner: 
 
NREL’s REopt Web Tool: Geothermal Heat Pump Module Now Available -  The 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) recently developed and released a new 
geothermal heat pump technology module as part of the REopt™ web tool. The new 
module allows users to simulate the impacts that converting conventional heating and 
cooling systems to geothermal heat pumps have on on-site consumption of fuels and 
electricity, utility costs, and CO2 emissions.  The REopt web tool enables users 
to optimize system sizes and battery dispatch strategies to minimize energy costs by 
entering their facility data, including utility rates, billing history, and local weather. REopt 
can also be used to estimate how long a system can sustain critical loads during a grid 
outage, informing resiliency strategies.  Check out the updated tool!  

 
 
 
DOE Survey Needs input from Geothermal Stakeholders – “This communication is 
being made on behalf of the Department of Energy (DOE). We are conducting a 
national survey about the energy, energy-related, and advanced manufacturing 
industries. This important survey addresses businesses that research, develop, 
manufacture, install, or work with products that generate, distribute, or save energy. 
…Your individual responses will not be published…The survey is voluntary and can 
take up to 45 minutes (including any necessary preparation) of your time. Your 
participation will help determine how investments of time and money should be made to 
support the industry and prepare the present and future labor pool.   On-line survey 
here 
 
  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjQuNTIyNTkwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Jlb3B0Lm5yZWwuZ292L3Rvb2wifQ.pZPGIs5Gq_J4NQm75tlG_IwyFLjB_2wj1dRROkFl07U/s/13861236/br/125527499756-l
https://bwresearch.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2i2rd3bkA2r2G0e?i=E2
https://bwresearch.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2i2rd3bkA2r2G0e?i=E2


PUSH Buffalo Green Jobs Training – “PUSH Buffalo is holding a green jobs training 
program to connect our Western NY community to good green jobs and prepare our 
workforce for our fast-growing green industries.   We have organized the Spring 2022 
Green Job Training & Career Development Program and ask you to send us any 
referrals.  Over the 4 weeks participants will earn some of the certificates needed on 
construction sites, deep dive into green jobs, professional development and connect 
with employers. Upon completion participants will be paid a stipend for their 
time.   Applicants can register until February 28th.  Questions and referrals can be sent 
to hiringhallteam@pushbuffalo.org.  

 
 
(from 2022 02 12 Green Energy News) 
(from 2022 02 12 – City & State First Read)  Full article here.  
(2022 02 12 POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email)  Full article here. 
From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Full article from Canary Media here. 
Thanks to NY-GEO member Bob Wyman for this tip.  Full article here. 
From Sage Welch Chloe Zilliac at the National Building Electrification Network and 
Sunstone Strategies  Full article here. 
  Thanks to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip. 
 
 
  

mailto:hiringhallteam@pushbuffalo.org


Climate Updates: 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“Boulder Sued Big Oil For Climate Damages, Then The Marshall Fire Happened • 
Four years ago, Boulder, Colorado, sued ExxonMobil and Suncor Energy for climate 
change-related damages and adaptation expenses. They estimated the damage at over 
$100 million by 2050. They vastly overestimated the time and underestimated the price. 
[CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2022 02 07 Green Energy News) 

 
 
  

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/02/06/boulder-sued-big-oil-for-climate-damages-then-the-marshall-fire-happened/


“Why The Dutch Embrace Floating Homes • With sea levels rising and supercharged 
storms cause waters swelling, floating neighborhoods offer an experiment in flood 
defense that could allow coastal communities to better withstand climate change. In the 
land-scarce but densely populated Netherlands, demand for such homes is growing. 
[BBC] ” (from 2022 02 08 Green Energy News) 

 
(Image credit: Koen Olthuis/Waterstudio) 

 
“Home Collapsed into The Ocean As Rising Seas Eat Away At The North Carolina 
Coast • Another beachfront home in North Carolina collapsed into the ocean, officials 
with the National Park Service said, as tides get higher and rising sea levels eat away at 
the coast. Recent windy weather has produced waves that are higher than normal. 
[CNN] ”  (from 2022 02 10 Green Energy News) 

 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220202-floating-homes-the-benefits-of-living-on-water
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/09/us/home-collapse-north-carolina-climate/index.html


 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
If you’re up for a little humor… 
We all make mistakes when we speak or write English. It’s not an easy language.  But 
when people accidentally misuse words in a way that ends up being comical we call the 
result a malapropism.  Here are some good ones from the Farmer’s Almanac.  Thanks 
to Debbie Merrifield – former Erie County Commissioner of Social Services - for this tip 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 

https://www.almanac.com/funny-malapropisms
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

