
2022 01 24    Just In! 
 
New NY-GEO Board Officers – The NY-GEO board has recently elected the following 
officers for 2022: 

    
President: Jens 
Ponikau, Buffalo 

Geothermal 

Vice President: 
Kathy Hannun, 

Dandelion Energy 

Secretary: Zach 
Fink, ZBF 

Geothermal 

Treasurer: Amanda 
Schneck, 

WaterFurnace Int’l. 

 
Albany Times Union: State's Climate Council Wants Heat Pumps in All New 
Homes by 2024 - Council Wants to Aggressively Switch From Fossil Fuels - by Roger 
Hannigan Gilson / Albany Times Union “The Climate Action Council, charged with 
figuring out how to achieve the goals of the ambitious Climate Leadership and 
Community Protection Act (CLCPA), released a plan earlier this month for getting New 
York off fossil fuels. The council recommends the adoption of state codes prohibiting 
propane, gas and oil equipment from being installed in new single-family homes and 
low-rise residential buildings beginning in 2024, and adopting zero-emission standards 
that prohibit the replacement of this equipment in existing homes beginning in 
2030.  The council recommends replacing such systems with heat pumps, which use 
the same technology as air conditioners to take thermal energy from outside and 
compress and transfer it indoors to heat homes….Instead of using thermal energy from 
the outside air to heat homes like air-source heat pumps, ground source pumps use a 
system of liquid-filled pipes to move thermal energy from the ground into homes.”  This 
article quotes NY-GEO board member John Ciovacco -  Full article here. 

 

https://www.timesunion.com/environment/article/Climate-council-wants-heat-pumps-in-all-new-homes-16735773.php


Sienna: NYers Support Zero GHG’s in New Construction by Wide Margin– “This 
Siena College Poll was conducted January 9-13, 2022 among 806 New York State 
registered voters with 406 voters contacted through a dual frame (landline and cell 
phone) mode and 400 responses drawn from a proprietary online panel (Lucid) of New 
Yorkers.”  Full article here. 
 

 
 
NY Focus Review of Hochul Budget Climate Provisions – “Hochul’s Budget Charts 
a Middle Path on Climate -The $216 billion budget would ban gas in new construction, 
but otherwise offers few dramatic moves on climate.” -by Sam Mellins and Lissa Harris -  
“On climate, the budget’s most ambitious proposal was a ban on gas in new 
construction. The ban would begin in 2027, three years after New York City’s parallel 
measure goes into effect, but would still make New York the first state in the country to 
enact a gas ban.  But on other decarbonization issues—including, crucially, the growing 
question of how New York will pay for the programs necessary to achieve its emissions 
goals—Hochul’s proposals were modest. “  (from 2022 01 20 – City & State First Read) 
Full article here. 

 

https://scri.siena.edu/2022/01/18/hochul-dominating-primary-field-viewed-most-favorably-by-dems/
https://www.nysfocus.com/2022/01/20/hochul-executive-budget-charts-a-middle-path-on-climate/?utm_source=First+Read+Albany+Agenda&utm_campaign=688a9e1f68-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_01_20_05_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4e700ecefc-688a9e1f68-35065104&mc_cid=688a9e1f68&mc_eid=fd9a9b9d40


 
Philadelphia Study on Municipal Gas Corporation Decarbonization Includes 
Moving to Geothermal - The City is the owner of Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), the 
largest municipally-owned gas utility in the country, with over 1,600 employees and 
500,000 customers. Over 70% of Philadelphia households rely on natural gas as their 
primary source for heating.  The pilot strategies include electrification and networked 
geothermal systems.  Full article here. 

 
Four Options examined in the Philadelphia study 

 
Hochul on Gas Ban: Marie J. French – POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email – 
“Gov. Kathy Hochul said developers needed a multi-year timeline to accommodate a 
ban on fossil fuels in new construction when asked about her proposed 2027 deadline. 
Some Democratic lawmakers have proposed an end of 2023 gas ban for all new 
buildings, including high rises and commercial developments. ‘The issue is that 
construction projects are long term planning… It takes years of planning and getting site 
approvals and reviews,’ she said. ‘I'll have these conversations. I'm going to be having 
many conversations with the Legislature to work collaboratively with them…But I also 
have to make sure that I give the builders and developers enough time to do what they 
have to do.’ Hochul’s spokesperson has said the ban could be in place sooner than 
2027 for low-rise buildings, which would be in line with the state’s climate council 
proposal of 2024.” 
 
Example of the Cost of Peak Demand - Winter gas bill from hell: Oklahomans face 
paying $1.4bn over snowstorm – by Miranda Green for Floodlight and Paul Monies for 
Oklahoma Watch - 8 min read – “Oklahoma’s gas supply was in dire straits, with 
demand surging and the cold freezing critical equipment.  To keep the heat on, the 
state’s biggest gas company, Oklahoma Natural Gas, made a last-minute decision: it 
purchased fuel from the wildly expensive spot market at nearly 600 times the usual 
price.  Now, nearly a year later, officials say residents like Crittenden have to foot the 

https://www.thegreencities.com/news/city-releases-pgw-diversification-study-to-start-path-towards-lower-emissions/


entire $1.37bn bill.“  Thanks to Jens Ponikau of Buffalo Geothermal for this tip.  Full 
article here 

 
 
New York City Has Banned Gas in New Buildings. That Could Change the World – 
by Jon Pope – writing in the Independent - “Like any giant, the construction and real 
estate industries are reluctant to turn on a dime. But slower change relies on time that 
we just don’t have…In December, New York City became the largest city in the United 
States to ban the use of gas and fossil fuels in new buildings.  The move is undeniably 
huge.  New York City is both the United States’ most populous city and the center of the 
country’s $10.5 trillion real estate industry, a commercial powerhouse on the world 
stage.  Thanks to Mary Finneran of the Sierra Club for this tip.  Full article here  

 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/winter-gas-bill-hell-oklahomans-110009347.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/winter-gas-bill-hell-oklahomans-110009347.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/new-york-city-gas-ban-b1991749.html?fbclid=IwAR0A8TMpnRVA1bfSrnbgl4mI0NbyEa7AuifQiB2B6GM_6KqU5ezrS8M7qA4


 
“How to Get New York City’s Biggest Buildings to Zero Carbon” – by Jeff St. John 
– 2022 01 20 Canary Media - “’We have to get beyond the one or two marquee 
projects,’ said Janet Joseph, senior vice president at the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority, in an interview this summer. That’s exactly why 
NYSERDA launched the Empire Building Challenge. The Empire State Building is a 
model, but ‘we need 20,000 of those a year’ from now until 2050 to meet carbon-cutting 
goals for the state’s bigger buildings, she said. All of these retrofits and improvements 
must be done ‘without displacing tenants and occupants’ and in buildings ‘that are 
moving energy, in some cases, 50 or 60 stories.’”  As is all too typical, geothermal is a 
minimal consideration in this article, despite being the most efficient technology 
available.  However, this article is valuable for raising many of the considerations that 
are part of electrifying large buildings, including retrofits.  Full article here. 

 

What Was the Most Energy-Efficient U.S. City in 2021? - Thanks in part to its 
updated energy code for new residential and commercial buildings and free home 
energy-saving kits, San Francisco was the most energy-efficient U.S. city in 2021, 
according to the 2021 City Clean Energy Scorecard. The report, released by the 
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, ranks 100 major U.S. cities on 
efforts including reducing energy waste in homes and buildings and moving toward a 
cleaner power grid—and doing so equitably. Read more 

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/carbon-free-buildings/how-to-get-new-york-citys-biggest-buildings-to-zero-carbon?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=201587819&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--4xM8Fo8e6-vmxXAsexTZ0_AWdBF3tikM7FirZ9fAVegSvhdsORyp9GnLReR49jLUdCnqeE0Hp8hQjmnzl8ariJ0MHAA&utm_source=newsletter
http://www.mmsend21.com/link.cfm?r=qVaaIAGDWjqMdt9MmOsE1A~~&pe=g_UMcWigYkIsj3-SEy0oRjKvSjwskp9gp6wz1kMnXrcJZ39nhEb7MlteVuLYAwazQdXlzpH1U1K9-p3KSGtXsA~~&t=ki0POS6HKna32M8TNpysfw~~


 
 
Technology Corner: 
Higher Temp Heat Pump Coming to the Netherlands – According to this article, the 
Swedish company “Vattenfall has just teamed up with the firm Feenstra to introduce a 
new heat pump that can replace natural gas boilers on a drop-in basis, without the need 
for expensive retrofits or new insulation… Vattenfall explains that heat pumps normally 
operate between 45 and 55 degrees Celsius (113-131F), meaning that building owners 
seeking to switch out their gas boiler would have to invest in new insulation and other 
retrofits to get enough heat. The Vattenfall-Feenstra mashup falls into the range of 60 to 
80 degrees Celsius, (140-176F).” [CleanTechnica] ” (from 2022 01 11 Green Energy 
News)   
 

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/01/10/vattenfall-unleashes-new-drop-in-heat-pump-on-unsuspecting-gas-markets/
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/01/10/vattenfall-unleashes-new-drop-in-heat-pump-on-unsuspecting-gas-markets/


How To Build A Dynamic & Highly Profitable HVAC Retail Business With 
Residential Service Agreements - We have learned through communicating with 
thousands of hvac contractors throughout North America that there are three primary 
obstacles to building a highly successful hvac residential retail company:  1. The 
inability to attract and retain good people (technical, support, management, and sales).  
2. Difficulty in driving revenues during mild weather periods. and 3.  Overcoming low-
price competitors in the marketplace. The only consistent long-term solution we have 
found to these problems is the development of a large, loyal service agreement 
customer base. This, combined with the establishment of an appropriate company 
culture, ongoing training, and the use of effective systems and procedures will 
overcome these three primary barriers to growth, profitability, and sustainability. 
“Thanks to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip.  Full article here  
 
AHRI Releases September 2021 U.S. Heating and Cooling Equipment Shipment 
Data -  Across the US, electric water heaters sales are about even with those of gas 
water heaters according to data reported by the Air-Conditioning, Heating, and 
Refrigeration Institute (AHRI).   Fossil fuel furnace shipments increased by 30.2% YTD 
2021 vs 2020, while air source heat pump sales increased by 17.6%.  Ground source 
heat pumps don’t appear to be covered in this report.  Thanks to John Manning of 
Phoenix Energy for this tip.  Full article here  

 
 
Financial Basics For Contractors Part 1: Five Crucial Measures of a Sound 
Company – by Skip Snyder - “Do you believe that growing your company will result in 
greater profits, a higher selling price, and an easier lifestyle? The reality is, these things 
won’t happen — despite growth — if you don’t understand and act upon some basic 
financial knowledge about your company. Based on the number of contractors I’ve 

https://www.hvacrbusiness.com/210.html
https://www.hvacrbusiness.com/assets/files/pdf/September2021StatisticalRelease.pdf


spoken to over my many years in the hvacr business, flat performance is not a good 
thing. That’s why I am so passionate about contractors learning financial basics.”  
Thanks to John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip.  Full article here 
  
Correctly Sizing Variable-Capacity Heat Pump Equipment –“To increase comfort 
and reduce excessive wear, ACCA’s Manual S® sets boundaries for all types of 
residential equipment. This article focuses on variable-capacity heat pumps.”  Thanks to 
John Manning of Phoenix Energy for this tip.  Full article here 
 
Weekly Nugget from NY’s Climate Action Draft Scoping Plan:  
New York’s nation-leading Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) 
requires a 40% reduction in greenhouse gas reductions by 2030 and an 85% reduction 
by 2050.  The (CLCPA) set up a Climate Action Council to develop a plan to meet these 
mandated targets.  The Council released its draft of the plan on12/30/21.  It will now be 
subject to hearings across the state before adoption and enactment of final 
recommendations slated for the end of 2022 and the beginning of 2023.  NY-GEO will 
be running pertinent quotes from the plan weekly in Just In ! 
 
“Integrate energy requirements and resources into affordable housing deals: 
Continue to scale up energy and green requirements in affordable housing deals while 
ensuring that sufficient resources are available to maintain, preserve and produce 
housing that is clean, safe, and affordable. For example, by no later than 2023, all new 
construction projects that receive Tax Credit funding through HCR should be required to 
be high-performance and all-electric buildings.”  From Page 134 of the Climate Action 
Council’s Draft Scoping Plan. 
 
  

https://www.hvacrbusiness.com/financial-basics-for-contractors.html
https://hvac-blog.acca.org/correctly-sizing-variable-capacity-heat-pump-equipment/
https://climate.ny.gov/Our-Climate-Act/Draft-Scoping-Plan
https://climate.ny.gov/Our-Climate-Act/Draft-Scoping-Plan


Climate Updates: 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“Germany To Dedicate 2% Of Its Land to Development Of Wind Power • Germany’s 
new Green Minister for Economics and Climate, Robert Habeck, presented a bold new 
plan for expanding onshore and offshore wind power. If successful, the plan would add 
up to 10 GW of new onshore wind capacity every year for the rest of the decade. 
[CleanTechnica] ” (from 2022 01 15 Green Energy News) 

 
Germany’s new Green Minister for Economics and Climate, Robert Habeck 

 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian  

https://cleantechnica.com/2022/01/14/germany-to-dedicate-2-of-its-land-to-wind-power-development/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse


 


