
2021 12 20     Just In! 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
New York City Does It !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! – Bans Gas in New Construction –On Wednesday, 
December 15th, the New York City Council passed a bill that effectively bans fossil fuels 
in new construction of buildings 7 stories or less by 12/31/2023 and larger buildings by 
7/1/27.  Click here for Associated Press coverage of the Council Action.  The vote was 
40 affirmative to 7 negative,  For the language of the bill see - Proposed Int. No. 2317-A 
- 12/9/21.    The City becomes the largest of 66 jurisdictions across 7 states have 
adopted building electrification policies (or policies for pollution-free homes and 
buildings)- Write Sage Welch at sage@sunstonestrategies.org for the complete list. 
 

 
Gotham Bat Signal - From 50 second  Climate Nexus video celebrating passage of the 

NYC law 
 
  

https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up
https://apnews.com/article/climate-technology-business-environment-and-nature-new-york-ef51dcf3091a497a2d0fef28d4308ea2
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=10342094&GUID=A42340BE-415F-4066-B164-717EA5D0B1B8
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=10342094&GUID=A42340BE-415F-4066-B164-717EA5D0B1B8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TNqMrTevydzgG8Pdw_qhDD73Q6k5scHC/view


Going deep: Princeton Lays the Foundation for A ‘Net-Zero’ Campus - Denise 
Valenti, Office of Communications - Nov. 9, 2021 - Princeton is phasing out steam 
generation for heating and instead implementing a new low-t emperature heating water 
energy system driven by electric heat pumps, thermal storage and geo-exchange, which 
captures heat from inside campus buildings in the summer and stores that energy in the 
ground until it is needed again in the winter. The University is one of the first sites in the 
nation to combine these technologies at this scale.  Full article here.  The article calls 
geo-exchange, “the Thermal Piggy Bank”.  Thanks to John Manning and Jared Fortna 
at Phoenix Energy for this tip. 
 

 
Princeton Nassau Hall geo system illustration 

 
  

https://www.princeton.edu/news/2021/11/09/going-deep-princeton-lays-foundation-net-zero-campus


NYSERDA Takes Steps Away from Subsidizing Fossil Fuel Equipment – December 
10th Email Titled Summary: 2022 Program Changes - Changes include announcing a 
goal of “ceasing all single family LMI (Low & Moderate Income) fossil fuel subsidies no 
later than 2025…In January/February time frame of 2022” incentives will end  

• “for propane, kerosene and oil HVAC equipment except for no-heat situations… 

• fossil fuel water heating equipment… 

• electric to natural gas dryer conversions… 
Contact: support.residential@nyserda.ny.gov” for further information.  High efficiency 
gas heating incentives are still in place for the Empower and Assisted Home 
Performance programs – presumably on an interim basis.  Thanks to Adam Flint of the 
Network for a Sustainable Tomorrow and the Energy Democracy Alliance for this Tip.  

 
 
Your Holiday Call to the Governor? – Renewable Heat Now is organizing 2 actions 
urging Governor Hochul to commit to 2 million energy-efficient, all-electric homes 
by 2030 and a Green Affordable Housing Fund in her State of the State address 
on January 5th!   “Before you unplug for the winter break, please join us for two quick 
actions on Tuesday, December 21st to keep the pressure on Governor Hochul in 
advance of her State-of-the-State address on January 5th: 
1) Call Governor Hochul at 877-235-6537.  We're asking her to commit to 2 million 
energy-efficient, all-electric homes by 2030 and a Green Affordable Housing Fund in her 
State-of-the-State address on January 5th. 
2) Sign up to take part in this Twitter action to pressure Governor Hochul.  You can 
participate even if you don't use Twitter.  We have a social media package with 
guidelines, ideas, and sample tweets to make it easy to participate.” 
 
 

mailto:support.residential@nyserda.ny.gov?subject=
https://renewableheatnow.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69&id=edd3036e43&e=89f7cbc738
https://renewableheatnow.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69&id=6909f1db12&e=89f7cbc738


MA National Grid Geothermal Pilots – Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities 
(DPU) has approved four (4) National Grid geothermal pilot projects – where they will 
target leak prone pipe areas, remove/disable the gas network and have the buildings go 
all electric.  The initiative includes paying for electric appliances, like driers, stoves, and 
hot water heaters.  A link to the order is here.   

 
 
 

RMI –“Spotlight on States: 2021 Year in Review—From New York City becoming the 
first cold-climate major city to eliminate gas from new buildings, to Ithaca, New York, 
deciding to electrify all its city buildings and become carbon neutral by 2030, to Denver 
passing an ordinance on energy efficiency, renewable energy, and decarbonization 
requirements across commercial and multifamily buildings, it has been an exciting year 
of progress on building electrification for our cities and states. Read our wrap-up for a 
look at how building electrification advanced in 2021.” 

 
Pic from 37 second video – on Electrification in 2021 

https://fileservice.eea.comacloud.net/FileService.Api/file/FileRoom/14305270
https://info.rmi.org/e/310101/t-belp-utm-campaign-2021-12-17/2n2lttb/960861285?h=cZae4f7erjbN0jsDS4OkQPydkwNqDGhJn4hw8DbQ-hI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cq08gSktZONL8tH2y4_OCk0NWGBrbE7_/view


NY-GEO Members Visible at IGSHPA Conference in Nashville - Last week was the 
first in-person IGSHPA (International Ground Source Heat Pump Association) 
conference, exposition and annual meeting in over three years. The IGSHPA events 
were co-located with NGWA (National Ground Water Association) conference which is a 
large conference attracting water well drillers, many of which are capable of helping 
expand ground loop installations for our industry (not a coincidence!).  On the opening 
day lunch break, NY-GEO’s 2021 Webinar Series had its final session with a 5 member 
panel discussing Federal Tax Incentive Changes, live from one of the conference 
session rooms; with just over 100 people tuning in from across the country via Zoom. 
NY-GEO board member John Ciovacco, and member Bob Wyman sat on a panel 
discussing Regional Organizing Efforts.  Another board member, Kevin Moravec sat on 
the popular Drillers Panel while a third board member, Zach Fink contributed questions 
and comments to the IGSHPA Annual Meeting held Wednesday morning.  It was great 
to see many other NY-GEO members, conference sponsors and recent exhibitors to 
exchange ideas on a national stage.  
 

    

NY-GEO members Fink, Moravec, Wyman and Ciovacco 
 
“Lawmakers to Hochul: Expand Public Renewable Power - More than 50 
legislators… sent a letter to Gov. Kathy Hochul calling on her to include legislation in 
her 2022 agenda that expands the New York Power Authority’s operations to help the 
state achieve its climate goals…Under the proposed legislation, the state would allow 
the New York Power Authority to greatly expand its renewable capabilities by removing 
the six-facility limit the public authority has on owning large-scale generation facilities. 
Additionally, the bill would require NYPA to build out only renewable energy while 
phasing out all non-renewable facilities.”  (from 2021 12 1 – City & State First Read) 

 
From the NYPA website 

https://ny-geo.org/pages/2021-webinar-series-28-tax-incentive-changes
https://ny-geo.org/pages/2021-webinar-series-28-tax-incentive-changes
https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=87d3d97e1d&e=fd9a9b9d40


Scorecard on Cities’ Climate Efforts - Washington, DC—Most large U.S. cities have 
yet to institute strong policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation, 
and they are not on track to meet their climate goals for the sector—or have yet to set 
any—according to the 2021 City Clean Energy Scorecard. The report, released 
Wednesday by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE), ranks 
100 major U.S. cities on efforts including reducing energy waste in homes and buildings 
and moving toward a cleaner power grid—and doing so equitably. It identifies the 
leading cities, the most improved, and those with ample room for progress, citing 
opportunities for each to advance.  In the listing New York City ranked 5th, Rochester 
and Buffalo were 51st and 53rd – see below, and Syracuse ranked 74th.  All 4 dropped in 
the rankings from 2021. 

 
 
1305 Unique Registrants for NY-GEO’s Electrify with Heat Pumps Series ! – NY-
GEO’s 2021 Electrify with Heat Pump Weekly Webinar Series concluded on December 
14th.  Congratulations to NY-GEO President John Ciovacco on a monumental and 
successful effort that included 28 informative events over the past year.  They were 
extremely well-attended with over 1300 unique registrants over the course of the series. 
Thanks to our generous sponsors and all who attended.  Video, slides and Q&A from 
each of the sessions can be found here – a veritable geothermal soup to nuts. 

 

https://www2.aceee.org/e/310911/local-policy-city-scorecard/2myj9bx/958927225?h=crhvDCB0jzWHw8I00h5XrbIj3IqN8PGHM7s853-o1VE
https://ny-geo.org/pages/2021-webinar-series


NY Not in Top 10 for Wind Energy – “Those hippies in Texas with their cheap 
renewable energy are the absolute top dog in wind production. The Lone Star State has 
nearly 33 gigawatts of wind capacity installed — almost three times as much as No. 2–
ranked Iowa.  But Iowa is both a top producer and a top consumer, generating a 
phenomenal 57.5 percent of its own energy from wind. This is due to incentives and 
because wind power is a big revenue generator for the agricultural sector, as farmers 
can lease land to wind farm developers even while continuing to grow crops. If more 
transmission line capacity were to be installed, the Iowan wind sector could grow even 
more.”  Full article here 

 
 
  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKKXHHblZkDsdRRsBlpsmZnPrDTQHWkLBqLsFcBCBpSgrcDfCdvCClKDLtShVxQcfGwg


“Grid Software Solution Could More Than Double Network Capacity For 
Renewables With No New Infrastructure • A Smarter Grid Solutions pilot project in 
New York State was a resounding success. The National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
predicted it could unlock large amounts of network capacity with no need for new power 
lines. [PV Magazine] ” (from 2021 12 15 Green Energy News)  “A software system 
designed to free up electric grid capacity in a network in New York State proved so 
successful it was able to accommodate almost six times more solar generation capacity 
than planners of the trial had anticipated.  Scottish company Smarter Grid Solutions was 
tasked by Spanish-owned electric utility Avangrid with accommodating an extra 2.6 MW 
of solar generation capacity into the latter's network in Spencerport after three 5 MW 
solar farms applied for grid permits.” 

 
Smarter Grid Solutions' software has now been hailed a success Stateside.  Image: 
Smarter Grid Solutions 
 
  

https://www.pv-magazine.com/2021/12/14/grid-software-solution-could-more-than-double-network-capacity-for-renewables-with-no-new-infrastructure/


Climate Updates: 
The Man Who Predicted Climate Change - In the nineteen-sixties, Syukuro Manabe 
drew a graph that foretold our world today—and what’s to come. - By Stephen Witt - 
December 10, 2021 in the New Yorker - On Monday, December 6th, Manabe received 
his Nobel medal at a ceremony at the National Academy of Sciences, in Washington, 
D.C…Computing power has increased by many orders of magnitude…Yet the 
forecasted range of warming effects have changed little since Manabe’s first prediction. 
“I would say, even with very primitive tools by today’s standards, he got us about eighty 
per cent of the way there,” Gavin Schmidt, a leading climatologist at NASA, told me. 
“Everything we’ve done since then is plus or minus ten per cent.” Modern climate 
models render the effects of global warming in astonishing detail, and we no longer 
need Manabe’s computer simulation. We’re living in it.  Thanks to Laura Grube for this 
tip. 

 
 
  



“Don’t Look Up: A movie about climate change that is actually good - The new 
star-studded film captures a feeling every climate advocate knows: banging your head 
against a wall and getting nowhere. And it’s funny to boot.  10 December 2021 – David 
Roberts – Canary Media - One of the most devilish aspects of climate change is that it 
resists good art. But Adam McKay, director first of comedies like Anchorman and later 
of more serious fare like The Big Short, has cracked the code. Don’t Look Up (in 
theaters today; coming to Netflix on December 24) is the first climate movie — the first 
work of art about climate change of any kind — to hold my rapt attention from start to 
finish. It is fantastic.”  Full article here. 

 
 
“A White Christmas Is Less Likely for Many. The Grinch To Blame Is Climate 
Change • Meteorologists referring to “normal” weather are mainly referring to a three 
decade data set, updated every ten years. The current data, from 1991 to 2020, is 
generally milder and less snowy due to the climate crisis. For many people, a White 
Christmas is less likely. [CNN] ”  (from 2021 12 12 Green Energy News) 

 
 

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/fun-stuff/dont-look-up-a-movie-about-climate-change-that-is-actually-good?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=194751443&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9YaqcWwrA5YN3bsQhy1yO_aBNLoSOvBDtJD__l36aa7n2cq7kxfO_qYkTi3DqDeXQqOio25HzAXUUjOqmdPtUaBoGB2g&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/11/weather/white-christmas-probability-chance/index.html


“Antarctic Glacier Heading For Dramatic Change • Scientists warn of dramatic 
changes at one of Antarctica’s biggest glaciers, potentially within five to ten years. They 
say a floating section at the front of Thwaites Glacier that had been relatively stable 
could “shatter like a car windscreen.” Thwaites is as big as Florida. Its outflow has 
doubled in the past 30 years. [BBC] ”  (from 2021 12 14 Green Energy News) 

 
Thwaites Glacier (NASA image, public domain) 

 
“US Businesses To Lose A Collective 3.1 Million Days Of Operation From 
Flooding In 2022 • As climate change increases sea level, fuels more extreme rainfall, 
and powers hurricanes, American businesses are set to collectively lose millions of days 
of operation in coming years due to flood-related damages, according to a report. [CNN] 
”  (from 2021 12 14 Green Energy News) 

 
IGSHPA Conference Highlight: GEO Exchange Panel: State/Provincial Policies, Advocacy, Associations - 
Ryan Dougherty of the GEO Exchange moderated panel of experts on state/provincial policies, advocacy, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-59644494
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thwaits_Glacier.jpg
https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/13/business/flood-cost-business-climate-risk/index.html


trends, state/provincial geo associations, federal/local programs, new legislation, and other topics of 
interest to our industry. It was good to hear about some of the common themes of the need to get more 
drillers / loop installers into the industry to support growth.  Stan Reitsma from Ontario talked about 
how shifting government policy has stagnated growth in his area after years of very promising 
progress.  Larry Lessard showed how the incentives in Massachusetts have rebounded with the help of 
NEGPA and coordination with other stakeholders.  Jason Cullum commented about the significant 
contribution of Thermal Renewable Energy Credits in Maryland – which have been a big help but require 
controls to dampen market volatility.  John Ciovacco talked about the many facets of NY-GEO’s direct 
involvement and communication mechanisms with utilities, regulators, , agencies, politicians and 
legislators impacting the present and future grown of building electrification.  Bob  Wyman discussed 
the history and mechanisms of strategies used to accelerate carbon reduction and air quality in NYC and 
throughout the 

state.  

From Orange & Rockland Utilities’ December 10, 2021 email 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
Sage Welch - National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 

http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

